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ABSTRACT 
Migration proce s se s , in particular c ircular , cha in 
and step migrat ion , are a s sumed to be  important in many 
Third World countr ies. Such as sumptio n s , derived largely 
from the re sul t s  from micro - s tudies , may no t be val id for 
all  secto r s  o f  the population , and are o ft en based o n  in­
d ire ct evidence rather than direct evidence from long i ­
tudinal data . Current a s sumptions on the operation of 
migr at ion proc e s s e s  in Papua New Gu inea ar e s imil arly 
ba s ed , and thu s the ir val idity mu s t  be open to que s ti on . 
Thi s  s tudy inve s t igate s thes e  proc e s s es u s ing longitudinal 
data f rom micro- s tudies which vary in s c a l e  and in  the 
location of r e s po ndent popul ations� They de scribe the 
previous m igra tion experienc e s  of a s ample of bo th rural 
and urban dwel l er s  in  two contras t ing province s , S imbu 
and New Irel and . Data from the nat io nal popul ation censu se s  
provide a more general macro - framewor k  within whi ch to 
as s e s s  the f inding s . 
The analys i s  i s  i n  three parts . F i rs t , pub l is hed and 
unpub l i shed tabula t io n s  from the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 71 na tional 
popu l a tion c ensus e s  s how that migration from the rural 
vil l ag e  s ector o f  Papua New Gu inea , par ticularly to towns , 
i s  inc reas ing in volume , bu t that spec i f i c  migra tion s treams 
d i f fe r  according to the characteri stic s of the migrants 
i nvolved , in  particu l ar a ge , s ex and educ atio n . Migrants 
from S irnbu and New Ireland Prov i nc e s  are l argely o f  
d if ferent type s ;  on the o ne hand they a r e  uneducated , 
predominantly male and l ive in the rural non-v i l l age 
sec to r ; and on the o ther they are formal ly educ ated , many 
are f emal e and they move to towns . Cens u s  data provide no 
dire c t  evidence o f  the o peration o f  migr ation pro c es s es 
for the s e  two popul atio ns , or for Papu a  New Guinea as a 
who l e , although the h i gh rate o f  popu l a t io n  turnover in  
migrant ' s  de s tinations may indire ctly indicate c irc ular 
moveme nt . S imilar ly , c ha in migration may be a prime 
r eason why c ertain long d i s tance migra t ion s tr eams have 
per s i s ted for a long t ime . 
The s econd part examine s long i tudinal data f rom the 
Urban Hous ehold Survey conduc ted j oi ntly by personnel from 
the Aus tral ian Nat i onal Univer s i ty and the Univer s ity of 
Papua New Gu i nea in 1 9 7 3 / 7 4 . Thes e data reveal that 
mos t  migrants l iving in towns had been permanently resident 
in the urb an sec to r  s inc e f i r st l eaving the ir na tal v i l l a ges . 
Circular migr a tion was not a s igni f ic ant pro c es s in their 
movements , nor had tho se from rural are a s  s erved by smal l 
towns made s tep-type movement s  upward s through leve l s  o f  
the s et tl ement hierarchy t o  l ar ger cent r e s. More detail ed 
anal ys i s  o f  the migration his tor i e s  o f  urban-dwe l l ing S imbu 
and New Irel ander s  shows that c ir cul ar migra tion wa s les s 
s igni f i c ant for tho se with h igher l eve l s o f  education , 
many o f  whom were permanent employees e i th er i n  the pub l ic 
or priva te s ector a nd who were , presumably , d i re c ted 
migrants , f requently trans f erred between urban de stinations 
by thei r  employer s .  The Urban Hous ehold Survey provides 
no d irect evidence of cha i n  migration but it m ay be a s sumed 
to have l itt l e  s ignif icance for more highly educa ted people , 
many o f  whom can exert l ittl e cho ic e  ove r their de stinations . 
F inal ly , the migration h i s tor ies  o f  rural v il l ager s 
in  S irnbu and New Irela nd , col l ec ted in  sampl e s tud ies  con­
duc ted between 1 9 7 4  and 1 9 7 6 , s how that both c irc ul ar and 
chai n  m igra t ion h av e  b een extremely s i gn i f i cant , and con­
f irm that few people move in s tep-type pattern s . In S irnbu , 
where many men have moved as  agreement l abour recruit s  in 
the pas t ,  the i nten s i ty of c ircular m igration has decl ined 
in  rec ent year s but s t i l l  o perate s at much higher l evel s 
than were exper ienced by tho s e  S imbu re s i de nt in town s . 
Thi s  i s  partly due to i nadequate hou s ing prov i s i on for the 
fam il i e s  of lower paid migrant worker s ,  a nd partly to a 
continued identification wi th and dependence u pon the rural 
community� Cha in m igration r emains a m a j or control on Sirnbu 
movement and a s  a consequence each v i l l age ha s a unique 
migration s pace . I n  New Irel and , where v i l lagers in 
gene ra l  have been better-educated than S imbu v i l l a gers , 
mos t  peopl e have never been agreement l aboure r s . As non­
a greement migrant s , o ften i n  permanent j ob s , many have 
been trans f erre d  in the course o f  thei r  employment , and 
consequently they have a lowe r  l evel o f  ci rcular migra ­
tion than the S imbu . However c ircula r  movement has b een 
more impor tant fo r them than for New I re landers l iving in 
towns , a l though , unl i ke the S imbu , f ew have been fo rc ed 
to c i rc ul ate becau s e  the i r  f ami l ie s  remain in the v i l l ag e . 
Many New I re l and migrants cea s ed to move a f ter marr i age . 
Cha i n  m igration appear s to have b een an ins i gni ficant 
pro c e s s in the i r  movements , par tly becau s e  o f  the nature 
of thei r  employment but al so bec au s e  they rarely migra te 
for soc ial reasons . The micro - s tud i e s  a l so reveal that 
tradi t ional migratio n , ma inly on marr iag e , s ti l l  fo rmed 
an impo rtant component o f  popul a t ion movement in bo th 
S imbu and New I reland . The s ignif icance o f  thi s  a s pect 
of migr a ti on i s  gro s s ly undere s t imated by bo th the 
c ensu s e s  and the UHS , l ar gely because of the nature o f  
the data col l ected in thes e l a r ger s c al e  survey s .  
Migration proc e s s e s  thus have impo r t ant rol es in the 
movements o f  S imbu and New Irela nders and , pre sumably , of 
o ther P apua New Gui neans . However neither chain nor c ircu­
l ar migration o per a te w i th equal intens i ty among a l l  popula ­
tions , a f a c t  which s houl d  b e  tak en into a ccount by pol icy­
mak e r s  concerned with the planning o f  u rban i sa tion and 
rel a ted popul atio n  movement . Ci rcul ar migration i n  particu­
l ar s eems to b e  o f  l i ttl e s igni f ic a nc e  for people l iving in 
towns , which suggests tha t the urban popul a tion may be much 
more strongly committed to urban dwel l ing than ha s been 
commonly suppo se d . The abs ence o f  s tep m ig ra tio n , expected 
bec au s e the urban hiera rchy i s  poorly i ntegra ted bo th 
internal ly and wi th the rural a reas which it serve s , wil l  
b e  a ma j or hindranc e  t o  the implementation o f  dec entra l i s a tion 
poli cy .  
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PREFACE 
My inter e s t  in pro ce s s e s  in internal migration in 
Papua New Gui nea developed in the cours e  o f  an earl ier 
( 1 9 7 2 )  s tudy of soc io-demographic charac ter is tic s of 
rur a l  dwel lers in the Ka inantu area of the Ea s tern 
Highl and s . Br ief migra t ion h i s to r ie s c o l lec ted from 
Kainantu v i l l agers sugges ted that c ha in and c ircular 
movements , frequentl y over long d i s tanc e s , were highly 
s ignif i cant components o f  migration s tr e ams and a l so that 
the nearby sma l l town , Ka inantu , had an unimpor tant role 
in m ig rat ion from i t s  rur a l  h in terl and . Th i s  s tudy sets 
out to inves tigate thes e  themes in g reat er deta il , us ing 
more comprehens ive longitudina l  data whi ch apply both to 
rur a l  r e s idents and to migrants living outs ide their 
natal v il l a ge s , and which d e s c r ibe the exper ienc e s  o f  two 
highly contr a s t ing populatio ns ,  i s lander s f rom New Ireland 
Provinc e and h ighland er s from S imbu Prov inc e . 
The r e s earch wa s p la nned and conduc ted a t  the time 
when the re su l t s  o f  the 1 9 7 1  nat ional popu la tion census 
became ava i l ab l e  ( late 1 9 7 3 ) , thus a l l owing the informa­
tion from the mic r o - s tud i e s  to be con s idered with in a 
more g eneral context . I t  has a l so coinc ided with a l arge 
sample survey of rura l -urban migration c ar r i ed out by 
s ta ff and s tudents from the Univer s ity of Papua New Gu inea 
and the Aus tral i an Nati onal Univer s ity in 1 9 7 3 / 7 4 and 
1 9 7 4/7 5 .  The f ir st part o f  thi s  survey provide s data on 
the migr a t ion exper i enc e s  of a l arge number o f  urban 
dwe l l er s . I p ar t i c ipated in th i s  a spec t o f  the pro j ec t  
a s  survey supervi so r i n  two town s , Ka inantu and Kundiawa , 
and c on sequentl y  my own f ieldwor k  for the present study 
has conc entrated on r e s po ndents l iv ing in  rur al communit ies . 
I spent approximate l y  one month in e ach o f  the nine sel ected 
vil l ag e s  and dur ing that t ime I attempted to interview al l 
adu l t  r e s idents . In mo st vil lages I l ived with a f amily 
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and conduc ted interviews in P idgin with other famil ies , 
u su al ly in the i r  own house s . In S imbu , where few women 
or o lder men unders tand P idgin , I worked with an inter­
preter , in each c a s e  a young man who volunteered for the 
j ob .  In New Ire land I d id not need to u se interpreter s ,  
but rec e ived he lp from vil lager s in mappi ng and ident ifying 
the loca tion o f  hou seho ld s .  I nterv iewing took place either 
in the early morning or , more norma l l y , in the evening in 
order to avo id i nter f er ing with v i l lage r s ' other activitie s . 
F ie ldwork conduc ted in this  way produce s  muc h  more accurate 
re su l t s  than are obta ined from sporad ic interv i ews carr ied 
out by re searcher s l iv ing outs ide the r e spondent community . 
F inanc ial suppor t  both in Canberra a nd in Papua New 
Gu inea between January 1 9 7 4  and June 1 9 7 7 c ame f rom a 
Res earch Scholarship in  the Department o f  Human Geography , 
Res earc h  School o f  Pac i f ic Stud ie s , at the Aus tr a l ian 
Nat iona l  Univer s ity . Throughout th i s  ent i re per iod I have 
benef ited greatly f rom stimulating d i sc u s s i on s  with my 
two supervi sor s ,  Gerard Ward and D iana Howl ett . They pro ­
v ided strong support dur ing my f ieldwor k  and dur ing the 
per iod of analy s i s  and wr i ting up o f  r e su l t s , and their 
helpful comments on both early and f inal dra f t s  of thi s  
thes i s  were inv aluab l e . I am al s o  extremely grate ful to 
Herbert Weinand of the Department of Human Geography who 
prepared a l l the spec ial t abu l at ions from Papu a  New Gu inea ' s  
nat ional population c ensus o f  1 9 7 1 , u s ed in  thi s  s tudy . 
The c ensus tape from which thes e  are der ive d  wa s l oaned 
to member s  of the Department of Human Geography by the 
Bureau o f  Stati s ti c s , P apua New Guinea . Ro s s  Garnaut of 
the Department o f  Econom ic s and Michael Wri ght former ly 
of the New Guinea Re s ea rc h  Unit , permitted me to use the 
long i tudinal data from the Urban Hou sehold Survey and 
par t i c i pated in many u seful d i s cu s s ions on the analy s i s  
and interpretat ion o f  the r esul t s  o f  thi s i nv e st igation . 
Many o ther pre s ent and former c o l leagu e s  a t  the Aus tral ian 
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Nationa l  Univer s ity , in particular John Connel l , 
Gr aham Hugo , Don Rowland , Andrew Elek , Mar i s  Buchanan , 
Terry Mc Gee , George Cho , Me i-Ling Young , Jo Herl ihy 
and Richard Curtai n  have from time to t ime prov ided 
valuab l e  advice and c ri t ic i sm .  
Glor i a  Robbins , formerly o f  the Computer S ervice s  
Unit , a s s i s ted m e  i n  preparing m y  data f o r  c omputer 
ana ly s i s , a l l  of which wa s c ar r i ed out on the DEC - 1 0  
computer u s ing S PS S  package programme s . Ken Lockwood of 
the Depar tment of Human Geography prepared my tab le s and 
f igur e s  for repr oduc tion , and member s o f  the cartography 
s ec tion in the Department of Human Geography provi ded 
u s e fu l  adv ice and c r i tic i sm of my own dra f t smanship . 
Mar iann e  Hend er son typed the who l e  o f  the f inal draft 
with gre at e f f i c iency and under s tanding and made the 
produc t ion proc e s s  a s  painle s s a s  pos s ib l e . 
I owe a d eb t  o f  gra ti tude to many people in  Papua 
New Gu inea . I n  Port Mor esby I r ec e ived help a nd 
hospita l i ty f r om many f ormer c ol league s a t  the Univer s ity 
o f  Papua New Gu inea and from the staff  o f  the former New 
Guinea Res earch Uni t . Of f i c ia l s  a t  the Government Archives 
and the Department of D i s tr i c t  Administration ( now 
Prov i nc ial Af f a ir s )  co-operated in trac king down mater ial 
wh ich I w i shed to consu l t , and I had use ful d iscu s s ion s  
with member s  o f  the Nat ional P la nning O f f  i c e  and the Bur eau 
of S ta ti s t ic s . In Kundiawa and in o ther Simbu admini s tra­
t ive centr e s  Jerry N alau , D i c k  Kelly , Mat thew Towa , 
B i l l  Graham , Rod Saker and Geo f f  Lapthorne were always 
wil l ing to an swer my que r i e s  and prov ided me w ith a us eful 
insight into the functioning o f  government w i th in the 
prov ince . Ronald To Vue , Frank Howard , B i l l  van Ri j k soort 
a nd Michael R ic hard s were o f  great a s s i s tance to me in 
Kav ieng and New Ire land . 
My main debt i n  Papua New Guine a  i s  to the member s of 
the commun ities i n  which I l ived in S imbu a nd New Ire land . 
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The warmth o f  the ir wel come rapidly bani s hed any of my 
apprehens io n s  a t  l iv ing alone outs ide my normal environ­
ment , and the ir enthu s i a sm and humour made my stay with 
them a s t imulat ing exper ience which I sha l l  never forget . 
I n  S imbu , apart from my many ho sts  and ho s te s se s  and 
the ir c h i l dren , I am particularly grateful to my f ive 
hard-work ing interpreters - Witne Michael ( Burukngaumo ) ,  
John Kagl  Mai na ( Bomkan ) , J·ames Kar i ( Korul ) , Kwiwa Eagle 
( Ema i ) and Arnba i  Guade ( Angango i ) . W ithout the ir co­
o per ation and support my work woul d  have been impo s s ib l e . 
In New I re land I owe much to my fr iends Emmanuel Muro , 
Lang i s  Pasl ou i a , Edward Buta , Ta iya N i s a , B i ti Ngurpeo , 
Tevita Ler i , Tike Mor i s , Was pa lang Kiaplawen , Robert Seeto , 
Tare and Sara Tau f i  and S il a s  Bat Tar e for g iv i ng me many 
valuab l e  ins ights into a variety o f  a s pects  o f  rural l i fe . 
The d e s c r i pt ion which f o l l ows i s  inevitably an a r id account 
of the v il l agers ' frequent ly hai r-rai s ing tal e s  o f  
adventure .  
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CHAPTER ONE 
I DENTIFY ING PROCE S SES IN MIGRATION 
AS SUMP TI ONS AND EVI DENCE 
INTRODUCTI ON 
DEF I N I T I ONS , 
Migration , a maj or cause o f  d i f ferentia l  r ate s o f  
population growth , i s  a n  extreme ly comp lex phenomenon . 
However i t s  comp lexi ty i s  o ften d i s guised bec au s e  it  i s  
ana ly s e d  from macro-data c o l l ected in  n at i onal cen suse s .  
Thes e  pre sent migration a s  i f  i t  cons i sted o f  a serie s of 
' once only ' movements c onne cting o r i g in s  ( b i rthp l ace s )  and 
de s t in at i ons ( p l aces o f  re s idence at t ime o f  enumeration ) . 
They r are ly s how when migration oc curre d , o r  whether inter­
vening movement took p lace , and thus c annot demonstrate 
the dynami c characteri s ti c s  w ithin the evol ut i on of the 
migration sys tem . Yet these proce s se s , in particular 
c ircul ar migration , chain migration and s tep migrati on , may 
to a l ar ge extent exp l ain change s  within the system o f  
migrat i on affecting any population , and mus t  be recognised 
for me aningful inte rpretation . Adequate ana ly s i s  o f  such 
pro ce s s e s  c an come only from data whi ch s how the move s made 
by ind i vi dual s  throughout thei r  ent i re migration hi s torie s . 
Longit udinal data o f  thi s  type are extreme ly detai led , and 
are confined to sma l l  s amp le population s . There fore dynamic 
aspec t s  o f  mig ration c annot be des c ribed on a national s cale . 
Howeve r  the evidence from mi cro- studies c an be used to 
increase under s tand ing of the broader but more superf i c i a l  
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evidence provi ded by census e s . Thi s  approach has rarely 
been adopted in the s tudy o f  migration in deve l oped 
countrie s ,  although i t s  potential value was recognised many 
years ago by Thomas ( 1 9 3 8 : 1 6 2 - 1 6 7 ) . Accurate and readi ly 
ava i l ab le census data with cons iderab le t ime depth have 
apparently made thi s unnec e s s ary , and as a consequence 
migrat i on proces se s  tend to be as s umed r ather than proved . 
I n  deve lop ing countrie s , where census e s  are inadequate , the 
evidence from micro- s urvey s i s  more wide ly use d  because it 
may be all that i s  ava i lable . As a re sult , the dynamic 
characte r i s t i c s  of migrat i on are s trongly emphasi sed , but 
are proven for only sma l l  groups o f  peop le . Thi s s tudy u se s  
the ev i dence from both nation a l  popu l at ion cen s us e s  and 
micro- surveys whic h  include longitudina l  data to examine 
the ope ration of proce s ses in internal migrati on in Papua 
N ew Guine a , a deve lop ing country where non- tradit ional forms 
of population movement are of rel ative ly recent o r i g in . 
P ROBLEMS OF DEF IN I T I ON AND DATA S OURCES 
Any s tudy whi ch comb ine s  data sources o f  d i f ferent 
type and s c ale f ac e s  bas i c  prob lems in de f ini ti on . In 
migration ana ly s i s  thes e  problems are i ncrea s e d  beca� se o f  
the variety o f  interpretations pos s ib le in the de finition 
o f the term ' mi gration ' i t se l f . Thus Lee ( 19 6 9 : 2 8 5 ) de f ine s 
migration as a ' pe rmanent o r  s emi-permanent change o f  
re s idence ' whi le Mangalam ( 1 9 6 8 : 8 )  c a l l s  i t  a ' re latively 
permanent moving away of a collectivity , c a l l ed mi grants , 
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from one geographical location to another I . . . . Although 
the s e  two de f initions are almo s t  identical , in that they 
invo lve the i dea of change in space through t ime , the 
actual de f initions of space and time can be inte rpreted in 
an in finite number of ways .  Thus , in nati onal population 
cen suse s ,  space i s  de f ined in admini s tr ative units and a 
migrant i s  a pers on enumerated outs ide h i s  unit o f  birth . 
Re searcher s  engaged in smal l s ca le s amp l e  s urveys are free 
to choo se the ir own spat i a l  de fin itions , and may pre fer to 
impos e  no s tr i ct d i s t ance c r i teri on . They de f ine the ir 
migran t s  by the t ime of the i r  absence inste ad ( e . g .  Chapman , 
1 9 7 0: 1 1; Bedford , 1 9 7 1:2 0 6 ) . Gould and Prothe ro ( 19 7 5: 
3 9 - 4 0 )  s ugge s t  that thi s  approach i s  preferab le in tropical 
Africa because admini s trative boundarie s change per iodi cally 
and have been s uperimposed wi thout re f e rence to  exi sting 
tribal boundar i e s . A s imi l ar s ituat i on exi s ts in P apua New 
Guinea . 
Both Lee and Mangalam imp ly that migration involve s  
the idea o f  ' pe rmanent ' movement .  However the term 
' permanent ' c an a l s o  be variously de f ined . In national 
population c ensuse s migrants are us ual ly de f in ed as ' once 
only ' move r s , 1 b ut may have been absent for pe riods ranging 
from many years to only a few day s . In  smal l s ca l e  s urvey s , 
where in format i on i s  avai lable on the period o f  absence , 
1 Thi s  type o f  movement i s  o ften called ' l i fe- time ' 
migration , bec ause peop le are recorde d  a s  having moved 
from b irthp lace to p l ac e  o f  current res i dence . Thi s i s  
an unf ortunate term bec ause the recorded move usual ly 
covers a period much shorter than an individual ' s  
l i fe sp an . 
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s ome tempora l cut-o f f  point i s  usually app l ied , but thi s  
again can r ange from , for example , 2 4  hours ( Chapman , 
1 9 7 0:1 1 ) , to two weeks ( Bedford , 1 9 7 1:2 0 6 )  o r  one month 
( Curt ain , 1 9 7 6:7 ) . In deve loping coun tr ie s , where 
respondents are o ften .unab le to measure time accurately , 
the se def ini tions cannot be s trictly adhered to in the 
co l l ec tion of retrospective data .  Gou l d  and P rothero ( 1 9 7 5: 
4 0 - 4 2 )  prefer to impo se no rig id t ime de f in i tion , and con­
s ider that ultimate ly it is the intent i on of the individual 
mover whi ch determines whether migr ation is  tak ing p lace . 
I adopted a s imil ar approach in my previous study of popu­
l ation mob i li ty in a rural area o f  the Papua New Guinea 
high lands ( Yo ung , 1 9 7 3b ) , and the migrati on h i storie s  in 
the rural mi cro- s urveys in this s tudy are based on the s ame 
f l ui d  def inition . 
In addition to the problem of de f in ing migrat i on itsel f , 
dynamic proce s se s  in migration have a l s o  bee n  des cribed in 
a vari ety o f  way s . Z e l in sky ( 19 7 1:2 2 6 ) and Gould and 
Pr other o  ( 1 9 7 5: 4 2 - 4 3 )  us e the term ' ci rc ulation ' to describe 
all move s whe re individual s intend to return to their place 
o f  o ri gin . Bedford ( 19 7 1:5 ) recogn i se s  two bas i c  types o f  
c i rc ul ation - ' os c il l ation ' , whi ch c orre sponds partly to 
commuting in Z e linsky ' s  typology , and to the dai l y  and short­
term periodic c ircul ation in the typo logy o f Go uld and 
P rother o ; and ' circular migration ' .  The de finiti on adopted 
in thi s s tudy is s imi l ar to Bedford ' s ,  but , in l ine with 
the general temporal de f in it i on of migration ( see  above ) , 
no arbitrary t ime l imit i s  appl i ed . Here , c ircul ar mi gration 
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o ccurs when the mi grant has returned to hi s source at some 
t ime without def in ite p l an s  for sub sequent movement . The 
s ource i s  de f ined for a l l  migrants as the rural village o f  
o r i g in . Intention at the t ime o f  movement d i s t in guishe s 
circular migration from brief c asual v i s it s  on bus ine s s  
or f o r  s o c i a l  reason s . Circul ar mi gration can take p l ace 
in d i f fering degree s ,  and in the analys i s  of the mi gration 
h i s tories  an index is used to me asure i t s  inten s ity ( see 
below p .  1 4 3 ) . 
Con s iderab le con fusio n  aris e s  over the de f inition o f  
chain and step migration . Hage r s tr and uses the term chain 
migra t ion in two ways . In the f i r s t  c a s e  he de scr ibes 
chain mi gration as a pro c e s s  whereby people move from 
sma l l  towns where they were born to l arger town s , and are 
rep laced by in-migrant s  from s t i l l  smal ler c entre s ( 195 7 : 6 9 ) . 
Thi s  des cr iption i s  s imi lar to that given o f  stage or step 
migrat i on by Ravens te in ( 1 8 8 5 : 19 9 ) . At a l ater stage 
Hagerstran d  ( 19 5 7 : 1 2 6 - 1 3 2 )  s tre s sed the importance of 
previous movements made by kin and f r iend s  in determining 
which des t in ation s  are cho sen by later mi gr ant s . Thi s type 
o f  movement ,  in which he d i stingui shed two type s o f  mover -
the ' ac tive ' mi grant who e s tabl i she s the focal points within 
the network , and the ' pa s s ive ' migrant who fo l l ows later -
i s  what othe r s , for examp le Greenwood ( 1 9 6 9 ) , Al len ( 1 9 72 ) , 
interpreted a s  chain migration . In thi s  study the term 
chain migrat i on is  used in this second s en se , whereby people 
fol low their relative s and friends who left be fore them . 
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S tep , or s tage , migrat ion was f ir s t  mentioned by 
Ravens te in ( 1 8 8 5 )  and hi s de f inition s  have l ater been 
re interpreted by o thers ( e . g . P ryor , 1 9 6 9 ; Ridde l l , 1 9 7 0 ) . 
Ravenste in actual ly des cr ibed two types o f  movement by 
s t ages . He initially a s s umed that migrants who , according 
to the census data , have moved long d i s tance s , have not 
gone directly but h ave reached the ir pre s ent location s  in 
s ta ge s via nearer centres ( 1 8 8 5: 1 8 3 ) . Later he des cribed 
the ' proces s  o f  absorption ' whereby 
The inhabi tant s  o f  the country immediate ly 
surrounding a town of rapi d  growth f lo ck into 
it; the gap s thus le ft in the rural population 
are f i l led up by migrant s  from more remote 
di stricts , unt i l  the attractive force o f  one of  
our rap i d ly growing c itie s make s its  in f l uence 
fe l t , step by s tep , to the mos t  remo te corner 
of the king dom ( 1 8 8 5: 19 9 ) . 
Thi s  second type o f  s tep movement , unl ike the f irst , need 
not invo lve s ucce s s ive move s up the urban h ierarchy by the 
s ame ind ividual , b ut r ather the rep lacement of one upward 
moving group by another , orig in at ing at  a l ower l evel . It 
i s  e s sentially the s ame as the first o f  Hager strand ' s  
de s cr ip tions o f  chain migration . Later s tudies , for 
exampl e  Herrick ( 1 9 6 5 ) , Ridde l l  ( 1 9 7 0 ) , Kemper (l9 7 1 ) con-
centrated es senti a l ly on this type o f  s tep migration , 
mainly because i t  i s  the only type whi ch can be dis tingui shed 
from cen s us data . The f i r s t  type , whi ch P ry or ( 1 9 6 9: 6 9 )  
c a l led ' s imp le ' s tep migration ( as opposed to ' complex ' 
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s tep mi gration ) c an on ly be revealed in l ongitudinal data 
which s how the migration h i s tory of each individual . 
Thi s  study concentr ates main ly on s imple s tep mi gration , 
although comp lex s tep migration i s  bri e f ly con s idered in 
the analys i s  of census data . 
Although the de f initions adopted in s amp le surveys 
depend l arge ly on the c rite r i a  app l i ed by the ind ividua l  
re searche r , a maj or reason f o r  var iation within the def in i ­
tion s  i s  the s cale o f  the data source used . Harvey ( 1 9 6 9: 
3 8 6 ) noted that ' proces se s  are relevant only a t  a certain 
s c a le o f  activity , and the relevant proces se s  vary according 
to the scale of ana ly s i s  cho sen ' .  Because the admin i s tra­
tive regions used in census def in itions vary so widely 
in s iz e , the vo lume of inter- reg ional mi grat ion recorded 
var ie s , not only between d i f f erent countrie s b ut a l s o  
between regions within t h e  s ame country .  Sma l l- s ca le survey s , 
which record popul ation movement s  over much shorter d i stan ce s , 
reve a l  migration which i s  completely c oncealed by cen suses .. 
F or examp le , Hugo ( 1 9 7 5:2 2 3 )  found that , contrary to the 
census evi den c e , the We st Javanese were h i ghly mob i le , but 
mos t  o f  their movement took p lace within Wes t  Java . 
The type o f  data a l s o  affects the r e s ul t s  o f  the 
analy s i s , and hence the interpretation o f  def in i t ion s . 
Cen suse s , and o ther onc e-only s urveys which do not inc lude 
l ongitudina l  data , measure mi gration as a s tatic phenomenon , 
and pro ce ss e s  can only be inferred . I f  cen suses inc lude a 
que s t i on on period o f  re s i denc e , inter- cens a l  rate s o f  
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popul ation turnover can be measured , and hi gh r ates may 
indicate a high leve l o f  circul ar migration . As  Ske ldon 
( 1 9 7 7 : 1 1- 1 3 )  po inted o ut , thi s  cannot b e  p roven , but he 
made thi s  a s s umpt ion bas ed on evidence from other source s . 2 
Chain migrat ion has been in ferred from census data , by 
showing that the introduction o f  a ' mi grant s to ck ' variable 3 
into mul t ivariate ana ly s i s  improved the l evel o f explanation 
of the variation in mi gration ( Greenwood , 1 9 6 9 ; Rodgers , 
1 9 7 0 ) . Comp ar i s on o f  b irthpl ace with p lace o f  current 
res idence may s ugges t  whether c ompl e x  s tep migr ation i s  
taking p lace ( Ri dde ll , 1 9 7 0 ;  Rowl and , 1 9 7 5 : 1 8 4 - 1 8 7 ) , but , 
as wi th the ana ly s e s  o f  c ircular and cha in mig r ation from 
the cen s use s ,  conc lusi on s  a re based on in ference rather 
than proof . 
Longitud inal data , in contr as t ,  c an p rove whether or 
not c i r c ular , chain and s tep migration oper ate ( Chapman , 
1 9 7 0 ; B edford , 1 9 7 1 ;  B axter , 1 9 7 3 ) . Howeve r ,  becaus e 
they are normal ly c o l l e cted in sma l l  s ampl e  s urveys , they 
cannot prove that these proces se s  take place among other 
sector s of the population and , un le s s  the background 
characteri s t ic s of the s amp l e s  and the l arger p opulations 
are s imi lar , such i n fe rences ar e inva l i d . This i s  
particularly imp ortant when s urveys are conducted among 
2 The evidence from longitudina l  data in this study shows 
that Ske l don ' s  a s s umption i s  not who l ly j us t i f ied : see 
below , Chapter 3 and Chapte r  6 .  
3 E s sentially a mea s ur ement o f  the number o f  migr ants 
from any s ource a lready resident in a destination when 
further movement takes pl ace . 
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spe c i f i c  population s , for example urban r e s i dents . We 
cannot a s s ume that the migr ation experience s of those who 
are interviewed in town s are the same a s  tho se o f  movers 
who have returned to l ive in the ir vi l l ages . Because mo st 
longitudinal data are derived from sma l l  samp le s urveys , 
the ir analy s is varies both in the def i n i tion s on wh ich 
they are based , and on the amoun t  and type of in format ion 
which they inc l ude . Thus not on ly do they rarely repr es en t  
the population from whi c h  they are derived , but they are 
not c omp arab l e  in thems e lve s . 
Thes e  probl ems in def inition and data source s are con­
s i derab le , and resul t  in c onfl i ct ing evidence on both the 
spatial pattern o f  migration streams and the proce s s e s  
which c ause them to change . While to some extent the 
confl ic t  c an indic ate actual d i f ference s  in typ e s  o f  
migr ation , it may a ls o  be a product o f  t h e  dat a , and thi s 
pos s ib i l ity mus t  not be i gnored . Neve rthe l e s s  it seems 
worthwhile to ana ly se data sources o f  d i f fe rent s ca le s and 
type s ,  espec ial ly , as Prothero ( 1 9 7 6 )  s ugge ste d , in the 
analy s i s  of migrat ion in deve loping coun tr i e s  where census e s  
are inacc urate and l ack t ime depth . Mic ro- s tudie s , a s  
Hagers trand ( 1 9 7 3: 7 5 )  acknowl edged , can do much to i l luminate 
the evidence which s tems from large s ca l e  data and , as he 
s t ated , there i s  a particular need to inve s tigate the 
connec t ions be tween ' the l arge scale expres s ion s o f  human 
action and what i s  taking p lace in the micro- spaces ' .  
Although many probl ems may ari se in s uch an analys i s , i t  
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mus t  b e  s tre s s ed that macro- data are e s sential ly an 
amalgam o f  mi cro- data , and that the two should be 
inte rdependent . 
MIGRATION P ROCES SE S  IN THE DEVELOPED WORLD 
AND THE THI RD WORLD 
C ircular , chain and s tep mi gration are more prominent 
in ana ly s e s  of p opul ati on movement in Thi rd World countrie s 
than in the deve loped wor ld . Although thi s probab ly indi-
c ate s d i f ference s in the types o f  migrat ion within these 
two reg i on s , i t  i s  also a product o f  the type s of data 
uti l i s e d . Migration ana ly s i s  in the devel oped world has 
been ba sed l arge ly on cens us mater ial , o r  on p opulation 
regi s te r s . Cen s us e s  furn is hed the initial  evidence for 
Ravenstein ' s  ' laws ' ( 1 8 8 5 and 1 8 8 9 ) , and a l lowed them to 
be inve s tigated by o ther re searchers at a l ater s tage 
us ing d if ferent data . Many researchers have b een pre-
occup ied with p roo f o f  the obse rved re lationsh ip between 
migration and d i stance , Ravenste in ' s  f i r s t  ' law • . 4 
D i s cus s ion has c entre d  large ly on v ar iation s  in the power 
of d i st ance in d i fferent countr ies or in d i f fe rent popula-
tions . H owever s ome wr i ters , not ing that con formi ty to 
the d i stance rule ( or grav ity hypothe s i s ) was not always 
comp le te , have s uggested the introduct ion o f  other variab le s  
4 S ee f o r  example , Re i l ly ( 19 2 9 ) , Stouf fer ( 19 4 0 ) , Z ip f  
( 1 9 4 6 ) , Hage r strand ( 19 5 7 ) , S tewart ( 1 9 6 0 ) . O l s s on 
( 19 6 5 )  provide s a deta i led s ummary o f  the maj or work 
in thi s f i e l d . 
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i n  add i tion t o  phy s i cal  di s tance . S touffer ' s  con cept o f  
' intervening opportunitie s ' i s  one examp le o f  such a 
mod i f ic at ion , whi le Hagerstrand ( 1 9 5 7 : 1 2 6 ) , and late r  
Greenwood ( 1 9 6 9 )  and Rodgers ( 1 9 7 0 )  inco rporated a variable 
which give s  s ome indication o f  c hain mi gration . Rowland 
( 1 9 7 5 : 1 8 4 - 1 8 7 )  and Keown ( 1 9 7 1 )  used s imil ar types of data 
to inve s t i gate complex s tep migration , but in neithe r  cas e  
do they prove that the proces s  was o f  univer s al s ign i f icance . 
Rowland found that migrants in Victo r i a , Austral i a , moved 
e ither within a s ingle hierarchi c al leve l , or dire c t ly from 
rura l a reas to large towns , whi le Keown found that in rura l 
S outhl and , New Z e a l and , only thos e mi grant s who were 
changing their o c c upat ions moved up the urban hierarchy in 
a stepwi s e  p attern . Others were e i ther s ho rt d i st an ce 
movers , or were ' career tran s i ent s ' , moving for promotion 
on a n ational network . C i rcular migrat ion i s  not indic ated 
by census data , a lthough Z e linsky s ug ge s te d  that in the 
devel oped wor l d  s ho rt- term circulation reache s extremely 
high leve ls as transpor t improve s  and those in h i gh s t atus 
o ccupations are ab l e  to trave l wide ly to use thei r  
e xpe rt i se ( 1 9 7 1 : 2 4 5- 2 4 7 ) . 
S ome migrat ion analy s i s  in the deve loped wor l d  has , 
however , b een based on longitud inal data , b ut not norma lly 
on a micro- s ca le . The two maj o r  s ource s  are continuous 
national popul at ion regi s ters kept in seve ra l  Eur opean 
countr i e s , and a l i fe his tory survey conduc ted in 1 9 5 8  by 
the Uni ted State s Department of Health . Goldste in ( 1 9 6 4 ) 
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use d  Dan i sh popul ation re gis ters to show the existence o f  
c ircul ar migrat i on i n  Copenhagen , whi le Morri so n  ( 1 9 6 7  and 
1 9 6 9 )  us ed s im i l ar data from the Nether land s  to analyse 
duration of re s idenc e . Hi s main intere s t , and that o f  
others s uch a s  Myer s  e t  a l . ( 19 6 7 ) , McGinn i s  ( 1 9 6 8 )  and 
Land ( 1 9 6 9 )  was to prove the operation o f  cumulat ive 
inertia in mi gration , i . e . that peopl e  who remained for a 
long t ime in one p l ace were l e s s  like ly to make further 
move s in future . Taeuber e t  a l . ( 1 9 6 8 )  and S hryock and 
Larmon ( 1 9 6 5 )  us ed the l ife h i story d at a  from the Un ited 
S tate s Department o f  Hea lth to show , in t e r  a l i a , that 
nei ther s te p  mi gration nor circular migr ation were common , 
but tha t  people tended to move within a s ingle leve l  o f  
the urban h ierarchy . None o f  these s tudies examined the 
total migration e xperience o f  individua l s , and the analys i s  
o f  chain migration i n  Kentucky by Brown e t  a l ·. ( 1 9 6 3 )  is  
one o f  the few t rue micro- s tudies on thi s  top i c  from the 
developed wor ld . Thus , according to t he evi dence , these 
proces se s do not appear to be h i gh ly impo rtant in the 
deve loped wor ld , b ut the r e s ul ts are inconcl us ive because 
they are derived largely f rom d at a  whi ch cannot be us ed to 
mea s ure the se phenomena .  
In the abs ence o f  a dequate macro-dat a , the analys is  
o f migration in the Third Wor l d  re l i e s  heav i ly on a wealth 
of parti a l ly relevan t  micro- s tudi e s  conducted by anthro­
po lo g i s ts , soc io l og i s ts , geographers and economi sts . As a 
resul t , dynamic a spects o f  migr ation rece ive s trong emphas i s . 
Whi le we c an reasonab ly a s s ume that both c ircular and chain 
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migration are important , because population movement from 
rural areas to non- rural c entres is re lat ive ly recent , 5 
the i r  s igni fi cance r e l ative to developed countr ie s  may have 
been over- emphas i s ed . 
Where macro- data are ava i l ab l e , they are used in 
migration ana ly s is , b ut the results are l es s  valuab le than 
in s imi l ar s tud ies in the deve loped world because the data 
are les s accur ate . 6 Moreover , analysts us e the s ame methods 
and make the s ame a ssumptions as they would with more 
accur ate mater i a l , but s ometimes omit to s tr e s s  the prob lems 
inherent in the data , particu la r ly tho s e  as s o c i ated with 
time or age a s s es sment , and the use o f s ampl es in s tead o f  
c omp l ete enume ra t i on s . In addition , migr an t s  a re as sumed 
to b ehave in a s imi lar way in respon s e  to e c onomic factors 
as they would in count r ies  whe re migrat i on norma l ly me ans 
the severance of rural tie s . Many migr ant s  in Thi rd Wor ld 
countries  maint a in their rural l inks and do not neces s ar ily 
behave a s  ' economic men ' . Thi s  i s  a maj or c r it i c i sm o f  
Toda ro ' s  mode l whi ch e xp lains rura l- urban migr ation in 
terms o f  rur a l- urban wage di f ferenti al s and the probab i lity 
o f  f inding a j ob ( 19 7 1 ) . As Godf rey po i nted o ut ( 1 9 7 3 ) , 
rural- urban migration i s  a l s o  strongly in fluenc ed by the 
f low o f  in formati on , a s s oc iated with the spat ial d i str ibut ion 
5 Z e linsky ( 1 9 7 1 : 2 3 0- 2 3 1 )  made thi s  as sumpt ion with regard 
to c irculation in Pha s e s  I I  and I I I  o f  the demo graphic/ 
mobi lity transi ti on . 
6 See Mas ser and Gould ( 1 9 7 5 )  for detai led d i s cus s i on on 
the problems of migration ana ly s i s  from African 
censuse s .  
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o f  a migrant ' s  re l ative s  and fri ends . Levy and Wadycki 
( 1 9 7 3  and 1 9 7 4 ) , in agreement with thi s  view , used methods 
s im i l ar to those of Greenwood ( see above , p .  8 )  to show 
tha t  a ' migrant stock ' var iab l e  ( and hence cha in migrat ion ) 
he lps to predi c t  inter- regional migrat ion in Vene z ue la . 7 
Ridde l l ' s  work in S ierra Leone i s  a further example which 
as sumes the operation o f  a proces s - comp lex s tep migration -
from mac ro- data ( 1 9 7 0 ) . Although h i s  e ar l ie r  work suggeste d  
that s uch a movement w a s  s igni f icant , l ater analy s i s  
( Ri dde l l  and Harvey , 1 9 7 2 )  showed that it  only occurred in 
a reas  d i s t ant from the capita l ,  focussed on important local 
urban c entre s . None o f  the se studies b as ed on macro- data 
real ly indi cates how c ircul ar , chain and step mi grat ion 
af fect population movement in Third Wor ld countrie s . 
Mi cro - s tudi e s  vary greatly in emphas i s  and in coverage , 
and thus produce con f li c t ing result s . S ome c on fl ict may 
ar i s e  s imply from d i f ferences in the way in whi ch the 
individual researcher framed hi s que st ion s . Thus , while 
avail ab le evidence s how s  c ircular mi gr at i on to be common 
in tropical Afri ca ( e . g .  E lkan , 1 9 6 7 ;  Mitche l l , 1 9 6 9 a ) , 
the main pro c e s s in Latin Ameri can coun tr ies  appears to be 
s tep migrat ion ( see Herric k , 1 9 6 5 ; Ske ldon , 1 9 7 4 ) . We 
c annot s a f e ly a s s ume that in each are a  the other type o f  
movement does not take p l ace , because the appropr i ate 
7 E ar l ier s tudies by S ahota ( 1 9 6 8 )  on Braz i l ian cen sus 
data and B e a l s  e t  a L  ( 1 9 6 7 )  on Ghanaian data assumed 
that in formation and di stance are so c l os ely re lated 
that the mi grant s tock variable , which is a surrogate 
for informat i on f low , is unnece s s ary . 
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analys i s  may not have been carr ied out . Conne l l  e t  a l . 
( 1 9 7 6 ) , in a deta i le d  survey o f  the evidence for mi gr ation 
from rur al-b as ed micro- s tudies from al l par t s  o f  the Third 
Wor ld , s howed that the evidence for migrat ion proces s e s  i s  
extremely va rie d . However they found s ome c on formity 
between the evidence on migrat ion s e lect iv i ty in d i f ferent 
stud ies , and were able to c onc lude tha t  ' intra- rural 
inequal i ty i s  at once the main cause and a s er i o us conse­
quence o f  rural emigrat ion ' ( 1 9 7 6 : 2 0 0 ) . Thus , de spite the 
variations in the evidence from micro�data , s ome common 
factors he lp to e xplain why migration o c cur s , i f  not how 
it o c cur s . The evidence for c ircular , chain and step 
mi gration mus t  be examined in greate r deta i l . 
Circular migration in the Third Wor l d  imp l ies  that 
migrants re turn to the i r  b irthp l a ce s , normal ly rural vil l age s , 
before pos s ib ly making further moves . C onne l l  e t  a l . 
pointed out that c ircular migrat ion i s  l ikely to rema in 
s igni f icant when migrants st i l l  have r ights to v i l lage 
l and , w�en the v i l lage o f fe rs acceptab l e  alternat ive 
sources o f  income , and when urban e arn ings are too low to 
s upport dependents ( 1 9 7 6 : 2 1 0 ) . Through c ir cul ar mi grat ion 
s ome aspec t s  o f  urban l ife are trans ferred to the vil lage 
and vic e vers a , o r , as  Pryor ' s  typo logy s tated ( 1 9 7 5 ) , 
aspe cts o f  the modern sector occur a longs i de the traditional . 
C ircular migrants in town may not be strongly committed to 
e ither emp loyment or inve s tment in hous ing ,  and , as Nelson 
s aid , thi s  c aus e s  di f f iculties for emp loyers b ecause the 
migrants remain in j ob s  for only a short time and are not 
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inter e s ted i n  acqui r in g  add iti onal skil l s  ( 1 9 7 6 : 7 4 3 ) . 
With Z e l in sky , s he bel ieved that the leve l  o f  c ircular 
migrat ion would dec l ine as the leve l o f  deve lopment ros e .  
C i rcular mi gr at ion cover s movement s with periods o f  
res idence ranging from only a few weeks t o  several years , 
s omet imes with marked periodicity and at other t imes 
irre gular . S tudies o f  circular migrat ion in tr opical 
Afr i ca ( e . g . Read , 1 9 4 2; van Ve l s en , 1 9 6 0; E lkan , 1 9 6 7; 
Mitche l l , 1 9 6 9 a )  were c oncerned primari ly with labour 
migration , whe reby men left their f ami li e s  in the vi l lage 
during short- term absences  in town or in min ing camps . 
Thes e  s tudie s , based p artly on evidence from v i l l age 
studies , concluded that this type of migr ati on would pers i s t , 
and that i t  had no marked detr imenta l e f fe c t  on the rural 
s ourc e  c ommun it ies  because the c lo s e ly- knit nature of tr ib al 
s o ciety a l l owed rec iprocal sharing of work load s . However 
other studies ( e . g .  Gutkind , 1 9 6 8; Mitche l l , 1 9 6 9 b; 
Rempel , 1 9 7 0 ) , us ing evidence from urban dwe l l i ng migrant s , 
have shown that many who moved to town became permanent 
urban res ident s . Mitche l l , in recogn it i on o f  thi s trend 
devel oped methods for the mea surement of ' s tabi l i z ation ' ,  
the ' ch ange -over from the c i rc ul at ion o f  peop l e  between 
town and country to the s ettlement of peo p l e  in town s ' 
( 1 9 6 9b : 4 7 3 ) . C aldwe l l ' s evidence from Ghana a l s o  showed 
that m any in towns were permanent res i dent s , although a 
l arge p roportion o f  urban dwe l lers s ai d  that they intended 
to return to the vil l age on retirement ( 19 6 9 : 4 0 - 4 8 ) . 
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However this i s  n o t  proo f o f  c ircular migr ation , mer e ly o f  
the continuati on o f  s trong links between migr ants and 
the ir rural b irthp l aces . They wi l l  be c i r cular mi gr ants 
on ly if they actua l ly return home . Thus Afr ican evidence 
shows that although c ir c ular mi gr at ion is imp ortant , it 
coexi st s  with permanent migration f rom the vi l l age , in 
line with the tran s i t iona l pha s e  in the Z e l i ns ky hypothe s i s . 
S tudies c arried out by Bed ford ( 1 9 7 1 )  and Chapman 
( 19 7 0 )  i n  Ocean i a  s ugge s t  that in that region c i rcular 
migrat i on may be more p e rs i stent . Bed fo r d  foun d  l ittle 
s i gn o f  a rap id dec l ine in c ircular movement in the New 
Hebrides , a lthough he acknowledge d  that a sma l l  percentage 
of migrants in the more highly paid urban j ob s  were 
permanent ly r e s ident in town ( 1 9 7 1 : 2 8 3- 2 8 9 ) . However h i s  
s ugges t ion that c i r c ul a r  migration i n  the New Hebr ides is  
not mere ly a pa s s ing phase is  contrad icted to s ome extent 
by recent evidence p re s ented by Bonnemaison ( 1 9 7 6 )  , that 
s ince 1 9 7 1  many unski l le d  and s emi- ski l l ed mi gr ant s  have 
settled permanently in towns . This change , whi ch 
B onnemai son attributed to an increase in avai l ab le emp loy­
ment in the bui ld ing indus try and a r i s e  in the number o f  
young s chool leaver s s eeking work , i s  o f  very recent 
ori gin , and it may not yet be po s s ib le to a s s e s s  whether 
permanent migration wil l  continue . I f  s o , the New Hebridean 
s i tuat ion may b e  approaching tha t o f  tro p i c a l  Afric a . 
Howeve r Chapman ' s  s tudy in the S o lomon I s l ands indicated 
that in that part o f Ocean i a  c i rcular migr at ion had a s trong 
1 8  
bas i s  i n  traditional movement , and thi s  may explain why 
it i s  mainta ined even when it is no longer a s s o c iated with 
labour migrat ion . E l s ewhere , for example in Java , c ircular 
migration is as s oc i ated wi th f l uctuations in the agri cultural 
cyc l e , and al lows rural- based people to maintain informal 
activ it i e s  in town ( H ugo , 1 9 7 5 ) . Gol ds t e in e t  a t .  ( 1 9 7 6 : 
1 3 2 )  inferred s imilar ly that c i rc ular migrat ion was important 
among res i dent s  of Bangkok , a lthough l e s s  so  than among 
thos e  living in sma l le r  towns in Tha i l and . Altogether , 
circular movement i s  c learly an important p ro ce s s in Third 
Wor l d  migration , and doe s  not nece s s ari ly d i sappear at an 
early s tage o f  the modern i s at i on pro c e s s . 
Chain migr ation has been empha s i s ed by res earchers 
working in various parts o f  the Third Wor ld . Caldwel l  
( 1 9 6 9 : 8 1- 8 2 , 1 3 0 )  showed that i n  Ghana migrants us ually 
wen t  to j o in friends o r  kin , and that tho s e  with absent 
rel atives in town were les s l i ke ly to be non-mi grants , 
and Rempel ( 1 9 7 0 : 9 5 )  con f i rmed that the kinship network 
was an importan t  factor in the e xp l anation of rur al-urban 
migrat i on . McGee ( 19 7 1 )  stre s se d the importan ce o f  kinship 
l inks in a iding the r ap id as s imi lation of mi grants in town s , 
whi le H ugo ( 1 9 7 5 : 5 15 )  noted that s uch links he lped new 
migrants to gain emp loyment in both the fo rmal and in formal 
s ectors . Hogan and Berlinck ( 1 9 7 6 : 2 3 5 ) s howed s imi lar ly 
that tho s e  migrants who came to Sao P aulo w i th previous 
know le dge about employment and accommo dation prospects 
gained higher s tatus j ob s . However the evidence for the 
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evo l ut ion o f  chain mi gration networks i s  s carc e , both 
because of the lack of migrat ion hi s tory dat a , but a l so 
becaus e few s tudi e s 8 have inves t igated the members o f  
a s in gl e  communi ty re s ident both in s ide and o uts ide the 
source region . 
Severa l Latin American s tudies ( e . g .  Herr ick , 1 9 6 5 : 
5 1- 5 4 ;  Browning and Fe indt , 1 9 7 1 : 3 0 9- 3 2 4; Kemper , 1 9 7 1; 
S immons and Cardrona , 1 9 7 2 : 1 6 9 - 1 7 0; Skeldon , 1 9 7 4 : 5 6 - 5 7 )  
have s tated that comp le x  s tep migration i s  a highly 
impor tant proc e s s .  However Skeldon , wor k in g  in  Per u ,  found 
that movement only part i a l ly conformed to the s tep mi gration 
model s ince s mal l towns were usual ly exc luded , whi le 
Brown ing and Fe indt s howed that in Mexico several inter-
mediate leve l s  in the urban h ierarchy were o f ten omitted . 
In other p arts o f  the Thi rd Wor l d  s tep migr at ion has been 
conspicuous by i t s  abs ence . Swinde ll ' s  s t udy o f  miners in 
S ierra Leone s howed that most migran t s  moved directly to 
town s , e i ther n earby or d i stan t  accordin g to the opportu-
n ities ava i lab le , and then moved between urban centre s 
( 19 7 4 : 5 7 ) . He noted that thi s  evidence d i s agrees with 
Ridde l l ' s hypothe s i s  that comp lex step migration is a s i g-
n i f i cant feature o f  movement in S ierra Leon e . Thi s  i s  a 
good example o f  the type o f  con f l ict that may ar i s e  between 
the r e s ul t s  from the ana ly s is o f  mac ro - and mi cro- scale data . 
Other s tudies o f  s impl e  s tep migrat i on , fo r example by 
8 Tho s e  by B axter ( 1 9 7 3  and Strathern ( 19 7 2  and 1 9 7 5 )  in 
Papua New Guinea are except i on s  ( se e  be low ,  p .  3 2 ) . 
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Dipolo and S uare z ( 1 9 7 4 : 19 1- 1 9 2 )  al so fai led to show that 
thi s  type o f  individual movement is important . Brown ing 
and Feindt ( 1 9 7 1 : 3 2 3- 3 2 4 ) have s uggested that both type s 
o f  s tep migration are unlikely to be s igni fi cant in many 
Third Wor ld countrie s which lack a fully deve loped urban 
hierarchy , a comp rehens i ve transport network , and urban 
place s with s imi l ar leve ls of attr action . In add ition , 
chain migration i s  hi ghly important . Thi s  may help to 
exp l a in the app arent contrasts between s tep migration in 
Latin America and Africa . Latin Ameri can countries on 
the who le have more high ly developed and c lo se l y  integrated 
urban hierarchie s . African countri es , except tho se in the 
wes t  an d  north , have a system of colonial town s , relatively 
rec en tly e s t ab li s hed , and not neces sari ly lo cated in the 
bes t  pos it ion s  to f unction as service centre s  for the 
indigenous rur a l  communi ty . 9 These towns form what Webb 
( 1 9 7 6 : 1 7 )  ca l led a ' superimpo s ed ' hierarchy , which is not 
stron gly integrated with the rura l s ettlement pattern . 
Oceania , as both B e l s haw ( 1 9 6 3 )  and de Brui j n  ( 1 9 6 3 )  note , 
a l s o  has a super imposed system o f  towns o r i g inating in the 
colon i a l  era . E A . Johnson (1 9 7 0 : 1 6 9 )  argued tha t the 
ex is tenc e o f  thes e  types of towns is a ma j or reason for the 
increa sing gap between rura l  and urban dwel l er s  in developing 
countries ; and tha t the creation of a ' h ierarchical �ys tem o f  
urban pl ac e s  i s  nec e ss ary be fo re thi s  c an b e  narrowed � 
9 See McMas ter ( 1 9 6 8 )  and Mabogunge ( 1 9 6 8 )  for description 
o f  contras ting urban sys tems in eas t  and west Afr ica . 
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In  con c lus ion , mi cro- studies i n  Third World countries 
provide evidence of the operation of c ir cu lar , chain and 
step mi gration . Howeve r the evidence i s  no t con s i stent , 
ma inly because data s ources  vary great l y . Moreover , few 
micro- s t udie s h ave uti li s e d  longitudinal data and therefore 
the operat ion o f  the se proc es s e s  cannot be traced within 
the evo l ut ion o f  migration in any one country . This is a 
maj or gap in o ur current understanding . 
MIGRATION IN PAPUA NEW GU INEA 
Papua New Guinea has many o f  the char ac te r is tic s whi ch 
in other Thi rd Wor l d  countries  have been a s s o c i ated with 
dynamic pro ce s s e s  in migration . The indigenous people 
are pr imar ily v i l lage dwe l le r s  who s e  contact with co lonial 
s ettler s has lasted for le s s  than a century . A l l  non­
tradi tional s ettlements ,  for example p l antations , mis s ion 
stat ions , mining c amps and town s , have been e s t ab l i shed by 
forei gner s , and the location o f  the s e  centres i s  not widely 
di s per s ed . Internal migration h as grown s te adi ly in 
respons e  to the demand for labour in the s e  settlements ,  
but mos t  migrants a re s t i l l  o f  rur al o r igin . Under such 
c irc ums tances one might e xpect both c ircul ar and chain 
migration to be important , whi le s tep mig r at i on may not be 
s ign i f icant be cause o f  the l ack o f  an integrated urban 
hierarchy ( see  above , p .  2 0 ) .  
Mos t  previous studie s o f  internal mi grat ion in P apua 
New Guinea { e . g . S trathern , 1 9 7 2; B axte r , 1 9 7 3; Conroy , 
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1 9 7 6 )  have re l ied he avi ly o n  the evidence from smal l 
s amp le s tudies because until r ecently macr o- data were 
not ava i l ab le .  P rior to the national population c ensuses 
of 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  the only l arge s cale data s ources  were 
the qua s i- annua l census e s  o f  vil lage populati on s  conducted 
by the Department ( later Divis ion )  o f  D i s tr ic t  
d . . . ( ) 1 0  d A mini stration DDA , an annual returns made by 
emp loyers to the Department o f  Labour . 1 1  DDA c en suses 
ind icate the numb e r  o f  absente e s  from each vil lage at the 
time o f  enumeration , but g ive no detai led evidence on the ir 
whereabouts .  They merely show relative r ate s o f  absenteeism 
for admin istrative units  at spe c i fic point s  in t ime ( see , 
for example , Ward , 1 9 7 1:9 4 ) . Dep artment o f  Labour f igures 
show emp loyees by p rovince 1 2  of b irth and province of 
empl oyment , but only apply to that sma l l  section o f  the 
popul at ion directly emp l oyed as wage e arne r s  in the formal , 
mone tary s ecto r . The migration s treams whic h  they reveal 
are there fore o f  l imited app licab i l i ty to other population s 
( B ro okf i el d ,  1 9 6 0 ; Ward , 1 9 7 1 ) . The micro - studies , from 
whi ch more det a i led evidence is  der ived , reve a l  the ope rati on 
1 0  DDA - this  abbreviation wi l l  be used throughout the thes i s , 
although in the pas t the departmen t  has been known as the 
Department o f  D i s tr ic t  S ervices and Native A f fair s and 
the Department o f  Native A f f airs , and is now me rged with 
the P r ime Mini s ter ' s  Depar tment as the Department o f  
P rovinci al Affairs . 
1 1  Now the Department o f  Labour , Commerce and Industry . 
1 2  Pro v i n c e  - thi s  term o f ficial ly replaced ' Di str ict ' in 
1 9 7 5 , and to avo id confus ion wil l be used throughout 
thi s the s i s . The term di s t r i c t  now app l ie s  to the s ub­
divis ion o f  a p rovince , former ly known a s  a sub -di stri ct . 
F i g .  1 . 1 show s  the provinc ial div is ions o f  Papua New 
Gu inea in 1 9 7 1.. 
2 4  
o f  chain and c ir cular migration i n  wide ly s epar ated popu­
lat ion s , but none p la ce s particular empha s i s  on the se 
proces s e s . Many re searchers ( e . g .  Har r i s , 1 9 7 2 ; Conroy , 
1 9 7 6 ;  Garnaut e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 )  have been pre-occ upied with 
the s igni f icance o f  e conomic fac tors as exp l an atory 
variabl e s  in migration , while others ( e . g .  S trathern , 1 9 7 2  
and 1 9 7 5 ;  Whiteman , 1 9 7 3 )  have e xplor e d  the soc iolog ical 
imp l i cations of movement . Although the evidence from the 
micro- s t ud ies  in general does not a lways a gree , certain 
b a si c  a s sertion s , in which dynamic proces s e s  p lay the ir 
parts , have been made . 
Migrati on and D i stan ce 
The spati a l  extent of migr ation in Pap ua N ew Guinea 
is con s tr a ined by dis tance ( Harr is , 1 9 7 4 a : l 5 ; May and 
S ke l don , 1 9 7 5 : 9- 1 5 ) . Thi s  is  to be expecte d  in a rugged 
mountainous country with poor ly integr ated tran sport net­
works . Moreover ,  in pre- colon i a l  time s , trad i t ional 
migration wa s c on fined to tribal are as , and ,  as P loeg 
( 1 9 7 5 ) showed ,  pre s ent day traditiona l  movement s t i l l  
takes p la ce largely within former tribal boundaries . The 
predominant movements recorded in both the 1 9 6 6 (Ward and 
Lea , 1 9 7 0 : 14 - 1 5 ) and 1 9 7 1  c ensuses ( May and S ke ldon , 1 9 7 5 : 
9 - 1 5 ) are over s hort d i s t anc es . The Urban Household S urvey 
( UHS ) , conducted in 1 9 7 3/ 7 4  by researcher s from the 
Aus tral i an Nation a l  Unive r s i ty ( ANU ) and t he University of 
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P apua New Guinea ( UPNG ) 1 3  a l s o  shows that towns tend to 
draw mos t  o f the i r  in-migr ants from adj acent rural areas 
(Wright e t  a l . , 1 9 7 5 : 7 ) . However further ana lys i s  o f  
both the UHS d ata and the evidence from mic ro- studies 
s ugge s t s  that d i stance doe s  n ot alway s have the expected 
inf luence . In the UHS , out-migrant populations from s ome 
s ourc e  areas were l ar ger in more distan t  towns than they 
were in towns c l o s e  by ( see b elow , p . 1 5 3 ) .  Micro- studies 
by Lea and We inand ( 19 7 1 : 1 3 3 ) , S a l i sbury and S a l i sbury 
( 19 7 0 : 8 ) , S trathern ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 )  an d Young ( 1 9 7 3b : 5 7- 5 9 ) 
have a l l  s hown that v i l l a ge s  with good acce s s to roads 
and towns have experienced lower than e xpec t ed rates o f  
migrat ion , i . e .  that w ithin sma l l  rur a l  are as a high pro-
portion o f  migrants are from more i s o lated region s . 
I have al so shown ( Y o ung ,  1 9 7 3b : 9 1 )  that migrants from 
les s acce s s ib le v i ll ages have tended to move to more 
d i s tant des t inations than have thos e  who l ive near a town , 
and ,  l ike Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 4 3- 1 5 9 )  have noted that more 
h i ghly educated migrants o ften go to more wide ly d i sper sed 
des tinations . A l l  the s e  resul ts sugges t  that migrat ion 
in Papua New Guinea i s  in f luenced by o the r factors as we l l  
a s  di s t an ce . These include the exi s tence o f  directed 
movements , s uch as tho s e  assoc i ated with agreement labour 
migrat i on ( B ro ok f i e l d , 1 9 6 0 i  Ward , 1 9 7 1 )  and of chain 
migrat ion as s o c iated with the f low of in formation with in 
kinship networks { Baxter , 1 9 7 3 ) . 
1 3  See  p .  4 7  and Chapter 3 for more det a i led di s cus s ion o f  
the r e s ul ts from thi s  s urvey , which w i l l b e  refe rred to 
throug·ho ut the the s i s  as UHS . 
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Directed migration ha s been o f  three main type s -
agreement labour recruitment , government o rgan i s ed 
resettlement , and mi gration o f  people tran s f erred in 
the c ours e o f  employment . Evidence on the f irst and second 
type s  of movement comes from o f f ic ia l  s tati s t i c s ,  and 
spe c i f ic s tudi e s  ( e . g .  Wes t , 1 9 5 8 ; B rookf i e l d , 1 9 6 0 ; 
Department o f  Labour , 1 9 6 9 ; P loeg , 1 9 7 2 ) , but the th ird 
type , the importan ce of  which i s  reveale d  in thi s  study 
( s ee  below , Chapter s  3 ,  5 and 6 ) , has received only pas s ing 
comments from writers such as B axter ( 1 9 7 3 )  and Conroy 
( 19 7 6 ) . I t  i s  much more di f f i cult to d i st ingui s h , and i s  
n o t  apparent i n  any o f fi c ial figure s . The p re sent summary 
con s ide r s  on ly the f i r s t  and second typ es .  
Labour recrui tmen t  has been a far more important type 
o f  migration than government r es ettlement . Throughout the 
colon i a l  per iod P apua New Guineans were recruited by both 
gove rnment and private agencies as un sk i l l e d  l abourers 
1 4  e i ther under indenture o r  agreement . Und e r  contracts 
with terms whi ch at d i f fe rent time s range d  from one year 
to three years , agreement workers were taken to areas o ften 
long d i stanc e s  from their homes . Dur ing the late 1 9 th 
century they went from the New Guinea i s l ands ( N ew Ire l and , 
New Br itain , and B ougainvil le )  and Papuan i s l ands 
14 The term ' indentured ' labourer was repl aced by ' agreement ' 
worker in 1 9 5 0  ( Native Labour Ordinan ce , 1 9 5 0 : NGAR 
( 5 0 / 5 1 ) ) when the penal c lauses were removed from the 
labour o rdinanc e s . To avo i d  confusi on the te rm ' agreement ' 
labourer wi l l  be used throughout the t he s i s . 
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( Loui s iade s and D ' Entre cas teaux ) to Queens land ( Pr i ce , 
1 9 7 6 : 11 6 )  and German S amoa ( F irth , 1 9 7 3 ) . The movement 
to Queens land las ted for only a few years , but mi gr ation 
to S amoa continue d  unti l  the end o f  German adminis tration 
in 1 9 14 . In the later years o f  German admini s trat ion , a s  
German- owned plantat ions were estab l ished i n  the B ismarck 
Archipe lago and on the coast of Kai serwilhe lms land , 1 5  
s ome movement took p lace over shorter d i s t ance s . However 
the i s l an d-born rec ruits were also j o in ed by people from 
the new ly contacted S ep ik region , who were al l emp loyed 
far from home . During the s ame period short distance 
labour migrat i on also deve loped within P apua ( Murray , 
1 9 1 2 : 3 4 0 - 3 4 5 ) . 
Labo ur recruitment a fter 1 9 14 fo l l owed s imi lar l ines 
under the Aus tra l i an adminis trat ion . The main pl antat ion 
area s  o f  the New Guinea i s l an ds and mainland coas t , and 
the P apuan coa s t  rema ined the s ame , as d i d  the source 
region s  for re cruits . However during the inter-war per iod 
an increas ing number o f  recruits c ame from the mainland . 
By 1 9 4 0  men from New I re l and and New Britain accounted for 
only 2 4 . 5  per cent o f  a l l  re cruits in the T rus t Terr itory 
of N ew Guinea , compared with 4 2  per cent in 1 9 2 3  ( NGAR , 
1 9 2 3- 1 9 4 0 ) . Nearly al l thes e  men were emp loyed wi thin 
the i r  own provinces , and thus the ma in long distance move­
ments were from the Sepik and Morobe P rovinces to the 
B ismarck Archip e lago . In Papua mos t  recruits came from 
1 5  The former German name for ma in land New Guinea .  
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Gul f  P rovince and worked i n  the vicinity o f  Port 
More sby . 
During the Se cond Wor ld War a large n umber o f  men 
were r ecruited by personnel o f  the Austral ian New Gu inea 
Admimin i strat ive Unit (ANGAU ) to work a s  l aboure rs and 
carriers for the Allied Forces . By 1 9 4 4  the emp loyed 
l abour for ce in  P apua a lone was doub le that of 1 9 3 9  (Wes t , 
1 9 5 8:9 5 ) . When the war ended , a l l  contr acts ( some o f  
whic h  h a d  been extended f ar beyond the former maximum o f  
three y e ar s )  wer e  terminated , and mos t  l abourers ret urned 
home ( Wo l fers , 1 9 7 5: 1 2 0 ) . Thereafter few men from P apuan 
and i s l an d  provinces ,  from which mos t  o f  the wartime 
l abour f or ce had come , we re w i l ling to s ign on as a greement 
worker s ,  and coa stal p l an tations faced an acute s hortage 
o f  l ab our (West , 1 9 5 8:9 7 - 9 8 ) . I n  1 9 4 9  the Central 
H ighlands were o f fi ci a l ly opened to recruitment . Agreement 
l abourers from the highlands were , unl ike thos e  from low-
land areas , a l l  recruited by gove rnment o f f i c i a ls under 
restri ction s  de s i gned to guard them a ga in st malar i a  and 
tub e r c ulos i s , and to contro l the leve l of absentee ism in 
· 1 1 1 6  every vi age . The H i ghlands Labour S cheme , which 
operated unti l 1 9 7 4  when i t  was rep l ac ed by the Rura l 
Emp loyment P rogr amme , took recruits to p l an t at ions in both 
New Guinea and Papua , and thus for the f i r s t  t ime a s igni-
f i c an t  movement o f  l abour o c c urred between the two former ly 
1 6  For a det ai l ed de s c r ip t ion on the organi sa tion o f  
recruitment from the hi gh lands , s e e  We s t  ( 1 9 5 8 ) . 
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s ep arate territor ie s . H i gh:anders , l ike the S epik 
l abo ure r s , al s o  had to  become long d i s t ance mi grants if  
they vo lunteered as agreement worke rs . During the la st 
2 0  year s the re lat ive contribution o f  h i gh lander s to the 
agreement labour force increased , al though source areas 
with in the h igh lands changed . I n  1 9 5 7  the bulk of re cruits 
from the h ighl ands were from S imbu1 7  and E astern H ighl ands 
P r ovinc e s , and S epik men s t i l l  formed a s i gni f i cant per-
centage o f  the tot a l  numbe r  o f  agreement worke r s  
( B rook f i e ld , 1 9 6 0 : 2 3 8- 2 4 0 ) . By 1 9 6 7  the S ep i k  contribut i on 
was muc h  sma ll e r , and mo s t  h i gh l anders c ame from remote 
areas s uch as the S outhern H i gh l ands and E ng a  ( Wa rd , 1 9 7 1 )  . 
Rura l  re s e ttlement s chemes h ave been a more re cent 
deve lopment , and so f ar h ave invo lved a comparative ly sma l l  
number o f  peop l e . In certain are as o f  s urplus land the 
government has sponsored the re s e ttlement o f  f amil ie s  
e it her f rom dens e ly popul ated areas , o r  f rom areas w ith 
l imited c a s h  c ropping potent i a l . One s cheme , the Hoskins 
o i l-palm s ettlement in Wes t  N ew Britain , ha s creat ed new 
long d i s tance migr ati on s treams in re cent yea r s , becaus e 
many b lo ckho lde r s  come from the Sepik and S imbu Province s  
in ma inland New Guine a . Howeve r  P loeg ( 1 9 7 2 )  p o ints out 
the danger of a s suming that the s e  migrants a l l  came straight 
from t he i r  areas of b irth . Many had p re viously been work ing 
in New B r itain . In contras t to Hos kin s , the re se tt lement 
s chemes in the Wahgi Val ley of the Wes tern Highlands 
1 7  S imbu - former ly Chimb u  P rovince . The name S imb u  i s  
used throughout thi s  s tudy . 
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Province have invo lved only short d i s tance movement , 
b e c ause the maj or ity o f  s ettler s are e ither We stern 
H ighl ande r s  or people from the adj acent highl and provinces . 
D ir ected mi gra t i on o f  e i ther type has thus been 
respon s ib le for many long d i s tanc e popul ation movements 
between speci f i c  s ources and de s t ination s , and as a 
result , as Harr is ( 1 9 7 4 a )  noted , d i s tanc e i s  a l e s s  
imp ortant inf l uence o n  migration than mi ght b e  expected .  
E ven w ith the dec line o f  agreement l ab o ur migration from 
s ome province s , such a s  the East Sep ik , thes e  long d i s tance 
movements remained . It has been suggested ( e . g . H arri s , 
1 9 7 2 )  that the i r  pers i s ten ce i s  due to the ope ration o f  
chain m igration . 
Chain migrat ion in P apua New Guinea i s  a s ign o f  the 
strength of f amily and trib al connection s ,  c lo s e ly associ­
ated with l ingu i s t i c group ings . In a country in which 
over 7 0 0  l an guage s are spoken by only 2 . 7  mi l l ion peop l e , 
i t  i s  s c arce ly s urpri s ing that mi grants pre fer to move to 
des t in at ions where thei r  c l o s e  contacts are l iving . Chain 
migrat ion has occurred both with in and o ut s ide the agree­
ment l abour system.  In later years agreement re cruit s 
o ften opted to go to p lantat ions whi ch they had hear d  of 
from f r i ends , o r  where fr iends were already working 
( Harri s ,  1 9 7 2 : 1 3 1 ) , and when peop l e  moved independent ly 
they o ft en went to p l aces wher e  thei r  k info lk were living 
( Or am ,  1 9 6 7 : 2 7 ;  H itchco ck and Oram ,  1 9 6 7 : 2 4 - 2 6 , 5 1- 6 1 ;  
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B axter , 1 9 7 3 : 7 2- 7 5 ) . Peop le who have s ett led outs ide 
the vi l lage frequently s upport more recent mi gr ants from 
thei r  home areas for both long and short terms ( S al i sbury 
and S a l i s bury , 1 9 7 0 : 6- 7 ;  Wh iteman , 1 9 7 3 : 6 8 - 8 4 ) . 
Cha in migration i s  c los e ly as s o ci ated with the f low 
o f  in format ion between vi l l age re s iden t s  and ab sentee s .  
S trathern , who noted that vi l lager s were accurately 
informed on the location of absent members o f  the commun ity 
( 19 7 2 : 3 1- 3 2 ) , s aw the in formation f low as a vital exp lana-
tory f actor in migration , and Allen ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 3 2 - 1 3 3 , 1 5 7 ) 
demon s trated c learly that di s tance i s  not neces sar i ly a 
useful s ur ro gate for in fo rma tion . I n  the Ea s t  3 epik 
v il lage where he worked , people were more knowl edgeab le 
about events in the d i st ant New Guinea i s lan ds , where the ir 
re l at ives were living , than about happenings in the nearby 
town o f  Wewak . However both he and other r e s earcher s 
( Sa l i sb ury and S a l isbury , 1 9 7 0 : 1 0 ;  Ryan , 1 9 6 8 : 6 2 )  have 
s a i d  that these kinship l inks become le s s  important as the 
length of t ime s i nce the or igin a l  ab sence inc reases . I f  
the migr ation s tream i s  not continua l ly re in forced by 
fur the r movement , the l inks wi l l  ceas e  to be important . 
On a l ar ger s cale , War d  ( 19 7 1 : 9 1- 9 2 )  sugges t ed that 
migran t s  go to larger town s , and in par ti cular to Port 
More sby , partl y  because they are fami l iar w ith the name s  
o f  the se p l ac e s , a n d  h ave more informati on on them . He 
showed that there was a s trong c orre lat i on between in forma­
tion and the amount o f  in-migr ation to e ach province , but 
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warned that h i s  information index , ba sed on an ana ly s i s  
o f  both mai l and i tems i n  the newspapers ,  i s  not dire ctly 
re l ated to the kin s h ip system , and may be too strongly 
E uropean- or ient e d  to be rel iab l e . 
The above evidence for chain mi gration i s  drawn mainly 
from micro- s tudies , s ome o f  which ( e . g . Oram 1 9 6 7 , 1 9 6 8 a , 
1 9 6 8b ;  S a li sb ury and S a li sbury , 1 9 7 0 ; Baxter , 1 9 7 3 ;  
S tr athern , 1 9 7 2 , 1 9 7 5 ) contain data co l le ct e d  from bo th 
res ident and absentee members of the s ame c ommun ity . This 
mater i a l  is  i de a l  for the s t udy o f  cha in migr at ion l inks . 
However none o f  thes e  s tudie s uses longi tud inal data to 
trace the development o f  the chain movemen t s , and the re­
fore they do not p rovide c le ar evidence of how chain 
migr at i on operates in the e vo lution o f  the migrat i on system . 
Micro- data s ources sugges t  tha t  s t ep mi gration is not 
important . On ly two wri ter s ( B axter , 1 9 7 3 ;  Yo ung , 1 9 7 3b )  
mention the exis tence o f  movement t o  the neare s t  town , and 
in neither c a s e  do they trace sub s equent movement s  to 
other l o c ations , a lthough B axter ( 1 9 7 3 : 8 7 )  does mention 
that P oponde t ta , the p ro vinc i a l headquarte r s  o f  Northern 
P rovince , has a ro le as  a train ing c entre for young s emi­
ski l le d  Orokaiva migran ts . Complex step migr ation has not 
s o  far been d i s cus s ed , e i ther f rom cens us d at a  o r  s ample 
s urvey mater i a l . 
3 3  
S e l e c t ivity in  Migratio n  
The evidence from Papua New Gui nea shows that , a s  in 
o ther part s  of the wor l d  ( e . g .  Caldwel l ,  1 9 6 9 ; Skeldon , 
1 9 7 4 ) , mo s t  migrant s are young adu l t  mal e s , l eaving home 
before marriage ( Department o f  Labour , 1 9 6 9 ; Ward , 1 9 7 1 ; 
Baxter , 1 9 7 3 ; Hayano , 1 9 7 3 ) . They leave for a var ie ty o f  
r ea so n s  o f  which the e conomic motive i s  dominant ( Harris , 
1 9 7 4 b ) . Other important mot ive s are education (wh ich both 
Har r i s  ( 1 9 7 4 b )  and Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 )  interpret a s  e s sentially 
economic in  c harac ter ) ;  the des i r e  for a dven ture , which , 
a s  Brook f i e l d  ( 19 6 1 : 3 0 9 ) s ays , became a nece s s ity for some 
with the dec l ine of triba l  f ighting ( We s t , 1 9 5 8 ; Baxter , 
1 9 7 3 : 11 1 - 1 1 2 ; Hayano , 1 9 7 3 : 3 0 7 ) ; a nd pre s sur e s  from 
w i th i n  tr ibal soc iety , including the lack o f  o pportun itie s 
for young men to achiev e  status , and fear o f  sorcery 
( Koroma , 1 9 7 2 : 1 - 3 ) . Ward ( 1 9 7 0 : 5 8 )  cr i t ic i s e s  the over­
empha s i s  which r e s ea rche r s  have placed o n  economic motiva­
t ion but ,  a s  S tr athern ( 1 9 7 5 : Ch . l ) po ints out , it  i s  d i f f i­
c u l t  to s eparate economic a nd non-economic motive s for 
movemen t  because apparently non - economic mot ive s may have 
an e co nomic base , and v ice vers a . Strather n  says that 
the eco nomic mo t ivatio n , as s hown by the wi sh to migrate 
to earn money , may be s trongly tied to the notion of invest­
men t  w ithin trad i t ional soc iety , a nd by spend ing some year s 
in the l abour forc e  a young man c a n  more e a s il y  enhance 
his own s tatus at home when he r eturn s . 
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The re l at ionship between education and the propens i ty 
to migrate has been extens i ve ly inves t i gated by Conroy 
( 19 7 2  and 1 9 7 6 ) . H i s  f inding s , based on s ample studies 
of school le ave rs f rom d i f fe rent provinces , show that most 
people with pos t-pr imary and many w i th prima ry tra in ing , 
mi grate from rural areas . The s e  conc lus i on s  are supported 
by the evi dence from rural based micro- s tud ie s  in the h i gh ­
l ands ( Harris , 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 9 ; Young , 1 9 7 3b : 9 8 - 9 9 )  which show 
that a l l  peop l e  w ith post primary qua l i f i c at ion s  are abs ent , 
and that abs entees have , on average , much h i ghe r leve l s  o f  
e ducati on than thos e  who remain at h ome . However a hi gh 
propor tion o f  absente e s  from le s s  deve loped areas s uch as  
the h ighl ands are comp lete ly i l l i terate and uns ki l led , 
parti cular ly thos e  who moved as agreement l abour recruits 
( Br ookf i e ld , 1 9 6 1 : 3 0 0 - 3 0 6 ; H arr i s , 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 8 ) . B axter 
showe d that uns k i ll ed peop l e  al so migrat e d  from Northern 
Provin c e , a comp arat ively advanced are a ( 1 9 7 3 : 6 3- 6 9 ) , but 
his eviden ce con f l i c t s  w ith that of Eps te in ( 1 9 6 9 : 5 7 - 7 0 )  
who f ound that in anothe r advanced a re a , the Gaze l le 
P en in s u l a  o f  E as t  New Br itain , the uns k i l l e d  remained in 
the vi l lage . S tr athe rn ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 - 2 2 ) and Young ( 1 9 7 3b :  
9 4- 9 5 )  have a l so found s i gns o f  a decre a se d  level o f  out­
migrat ion by the ski l le d  from h i ghl and s  vil lage s c lo s e  to 
emp loyment s ource s . On the who l e , e xi s t ing evidence i s  
n o t  c l e ar , mainly be c ause i t  i s  dr awn f rom s u c h  a variety 
o f  mic ro - s tudi e s , and leve l o f  ski l l  i s  a characteri s t i c  
whi ch may var y , not o n l y  between regi ons b ut between 
adj acent vi l lage s . The r e l at ionship between migr ant 
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characte r i s t i cs and the inte n s i ty o f  c i r cu l ar and chain 
migrati on has yet to be  e xp lored . 
Types o f  Migran ts 
S ever al wr iter s ( Brookf ie ld , 1 9 6 1 ; Ward , 1 9 7 1 ;  
H ar r i s , 1 9 7 2 ; Young , 1 9 7 3b )  stre s s  that there are two 
type s  o f  mi grant in P apua New Guine a .  The bas i c  dis tinction 
made i s  b etween the agreement l abour mi gr ant who , as  Harris 
( 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 9 ) s ays , works ' short terms on p l antat ion s as part 
of s at i s fy ing the urge to adventure ' and the ' independent 
migrant ' who , ac cording to Ward ( 1 9 7 1 : 8 3 ) ' . . .  did not s ign 
a contract ; . . .  paid his  own way to the p l ace where he 
hop e d  to f in d  employment ;  and . . .  d id not return home at 
the end o f  any set period ' .  Ward further s tate s that 
' independent migrant s ' are mor e  highly ski l l ed , are more 
l ike ly to be accompanied by the i r  f ami l ie s , and are more 
s tr ongly urban- oriented than agreement mi gr ants ( 1 9 7 1 : 9 1 ) . 
Thi s d i s t inction has not s o  far been suf fi ciently explored 
and ,  as  B rookf i e l d  ( 1 9 6 1 )  showed , is not abso l ute . Many 
independent migrants ( re f erred to a s  non- agreement migrants 
in the remainder o f thi s  study ) , are unski l le d  and have 
o ther character i s t i c s  in common with agre ement migrant s . 
The rel at ive importanc e o f  a greement and non- agreement 
migrat i on has change d  during the co lon i a l  p e riod . Be fore 
the S e cond Wor ld W ar a l l P apua New Guinean s in wage emp loy­
ment outs i de the i r  own provinces were agreement workers . 
They were regarded as temporary abs entee s from their vi l lage s , 
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and wer e  only to lerated in the towns , l ooke d upon a s  
enclave s o f  coloni a l  s e ttlement , i f  they h a d  j obs .
ls Under 
the se c irc ums tan c e s  non- a greement migration o ccurred only 
over s hort d i s t an c e s .  During the S econd Wor ld War many 
P apua New Guin e an s  trave l le d  exten s ively in the s e rvice 
o f  the Al l ied and J apan e s e  forces  and gained sk i l l s and 
knowledge which made them d i s sati s f i ed with the former con-
tro l s . Imme&i ate ly a fter the war many we re employed in 
reconstruc t i on work in town s , and opted to settle in them 
and become p ar t  of the urban workforce . Their labour was 
n ece s s a ry , b ut pre -war restricti on s  on unc ontr o l le d sett l e-
ment in towns remained in force , and pote ntia l migrants 
were s t i l l  abl e  to obta in only s ingle accommo dat ion . Those 
who wanted to br ing thei r  fami l i e s  to town h ad to f ind 
the ir own methods o f  so lving the hous ing pro b l em . In Port 
More s by they did thi s  by cons tructing mi grant settlement s  
o n  cus tomary l and , f or e xamp le Rab ia Camp ( Hi t ch cock and 
Oram , 1 9 6 7 )  and the B ad i l i  c anoe s e tt l ement on the fore-
shore ( Or am ,  1 9 6 7 ) . Throughout the l a s t  2 0  y e ars  the non-
agreement workers have accoun te d  for an ever- increas ing 
share o f  the l ab our force , and by 1 9 6 8  they made up over 
8 0  per cent o f  the tot a l  ( F ig . 1 . 2 ) . Altho ugh many o f  the 
unsk i l le d  moved to towns c lo s e  to their home s , s k i l led 
worker s travel l ed much more widely throughout that period . 
Bro ok fie ld ( 19 6 1 )  s howed that even a s  early a s  1 9 5 7  mo s t  
1 8  F o r  detai le d  d i s cu s s ion o n  the concept o f  urban fun ct ions 
and res tr ic t ions on movements to towns in P apua New 
Guine a , s e e  Rowley , 1 9 6 5 : Ch . 8 ;  Wo l fe r s , 1 9 7 5 ; Oram , 
1 9 7 6 . 
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F i g . L 2 Wag e  Labour Forc e ,  Papua New Gui nea : 
1 9 4 7 -1 9 7 0  
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s k i l le d  indi genous wo rker s in the high l ands c ame from 
coa stal location s . 
Although non- agr eement migrat io n  wa s obv iou sly becoming 
mor e  and more important , the re s trictive r e gul ations were 
not quick ly rel axe d . The Native Labour Ordinance o f  1 9 5 8  
s ti l l  s t ated that c as ua l  ( i . e . non- agreement ) wo rkers had 
to be employed within the i r  own province or within 2 5  mi le s 
o f  the i r  vi l l age . I f  they we re sk i lled they could obtain 
a permit a l lowing them to move more freely (NGAR , 1 9 6 0/ 6 1 : 
1 1 0- 1 1 1 ) . H i gh land worker s  could on ly be  emp loyed at 
alt i tude s be low 3 5 0 0  feet i f  they were under a greement . 
I n  the t owns vagrancy l aws remained in force , and we re 
enforced from time to t ime . 1 9  Other r egula tion s  were not 
imp lemented during the 1 9 6 0 s , and in 1 9 6 2  the d i s t ance 
l imitati on on movement was abo l i s hed ( NGAR , 1 9 6 1 /6 2 : 1 1 2 ) . 2 0  
Little l ow cost hous in g was ava il ab le in towns , and mo s t  
workers with f ami l i e s  were forced to l ive i n  migran t  s ettle-
ments because they could not a f ford to r en t  even the cheapes t  
accommo dation e l sewhe re . Oram ( 1 9 7 6 : 19 0- 1 9 6 )  des cribes how , 
a l though thi s  problem was recogn i s e d  in  P ort Mor esby in 
1 9 6 0 , mos t  attemp ted s o lut ions were onl y  p artia l ly suc ce s s ful . 
I n  the 1 9 7 0 s  the f i r s t  no- covenant hous in g  areas (whereby 
tenant s r en t  l an d  and s e rvices at a nominal sum ,  and are 
19 Oram ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 6 9 )  s ay s  that as recently a s  1 9 7 0- 7 1 ,  2 8  pe r 
cent o f  cases  heard in Port Moresby d i s tr i ct and local 
courts were for vagran cy .  
2 0  The a l t itude restriction on the movement o f  h i gh landers 
remained in the N at ive Labour Ord inance as late as 1 9 6 8 .  
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respon s ib le for erect in g  the ir house s wi th in a certain 
minimum period ) were e s tab li s hed in Port Mores by , and have 
s ince he lped to a lleviate the hous ing prob lems o f  un ski l le d  
non- agreement migr ants ( J ackson , 1 9 7 6 c ;  J acks on e t  a l . ,  
1 9 7 6 ) . Despi te the fact that non- agreement migration and , 
mor e  importantly , the uncontrol led sett l ement o f  unski l led 
worke r s  and the i r  f ami l ie s  in towns is now accepted , many 
town coun ci llors  and government o f f i c ial s would s ti l l  like 
t . . . . t b 2 1  o re strict mi gration in o ur an areas . Debate also 
continue s among academic s  and p lanner s  on the pro s  and c on s  
o f  urban i sation and rural deve lopmen t , and the P apua New 
Gui ne a  government , although pub l i c ly c ommitted to a po l i cy 
o f  decentral i s ation and the development o f  rura l  areas , has 
had to adopt a s l ightly ambivalen t  atti tude because o f  the 
need to make the best use of s c ant res ourc e s , and to accommo-
d l ' t '  1 2 2  ate p o  i i c a  pre s sure s . 
A bas i c  reason why urban authorities were loathe to 
provide f ami ly hous ing for lower paid non- agreement migrants 
is  that s uch people were expected to c irculate between the i r  
vi l l age s and p l aces o f  emp loyment . C i rcul ar movement was 
an inhe rent part of agreement l abour mi gration , because 
all recruits were repatri ated when they comp le ted their con-
tracts . Seve ra l  writer s  ( e . g . S al i sbury , 1 9 6 2 : 6 5 ;  S a l i sbury 
2 1  For e xamp le , the E a s tern H igh l ands Area Authority he ld a 
conferen c e  on migration i n  1 9 7 6 , at which the main topi c  
was migration contro l , probab ly en forced by a pas s  system 
( E a s te rn High l ands Area Authority , 1 9 7 6 ) . 
2 2  S ee F aber e t  a l . , 1 9 7 3 ;  
and 1 9 7 6 ; Conroy , 1 9 7 6 ; 
Central P lann ing O f f i ce , 1 9 7 4  
Ward , 1 9 7 3 . 
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and Sal i sbury , 1 9 7 0 : 1 0 ;  Baxter , 1 9 7 2 : 2 9 8 ; Har r i s  and 
-
Clun i e s  Ros s , 1 9 7 5 : 7 )  h ave noted that migrants wanted to 
return to the v illage to inve st the ir earning s in cash 
c ropping o r  i n  tradi tional fo rms of  weal th , and they thu s 
imply that c i rc u l ar migratio n  i s  the preferred form o f  
movement . Other mot ives for returning to the v i l l age are 
to marry with in the tradi tional system , and thu s a l low 
rur a l  dwe l li ng kin to d i scharge their obl igations 
( Stra thern , 1 9 7 2 : 2 8 ) , and the need to s a f eguard rura l  land 
r i ghts ( Har ri s , 1 9 7 6 : 1 6 ) . I f  c ir cu l a r  migration i s  a 
matter o f  c ho ic e , rather than nece s s ity , i t  s hould continue 
to c har ac t er i s e  non-agreemen t  movement ,  even when peopl e 
are abl e  to obta i n  s a t i s factory hou s i ng away from the 
v il l age . Thi s  remains to be te sted . 
Permanent s ettl ement away from the v il l age ha s certa inl y 
occurred , a l though mo s t  o f  the evidence appl i e s  to peopl e 
from c o a s ta l  are a s  ( Dakeyne , 1 9 6 7 ; Ryan , 1 9 6 8 ; Oram , 1 9 6 8 a ; 
Z immerman , 1 9 7 3 ) . Ward ( 1 9 7 1 : 1 0 2 -1 0 3 ) ,  in recogn i s ing thi s  
trend , warned that ' the urban popul ation i s  much more per -
manently c ommitted to town than i s  commonly suppo sed ' and 
that ' to tal k  o f  temporary urban dwel l er s  i s  . . .  wi shful 
think ing ' .  As with c ir cular migra tion , the extent of per-
manent migr ation r emains to be a s ses sed and l ittl e evidence 
i s  ava i l ab l e . Al though the UHS shows that even tho se who have 
been abs ent for many yea r s  say that they w i l l  return to the 
village on retirement ( Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 ) , thi s  does not 
prove that they wil l be abl e  to do so , or w i l l cho o se to do 
so when the time come s . Both Whiteman ( 1 9 7 3 : 8 6 )  and 
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S al i sbury and S al i sbury ( 1 9 7 0 : 1 0 )  noted that more highly 
ski l le d  migrants alre ady have re lative ly we ak tie s -with 
the i r  v i l lage dwe l l ing kin . 
Harri s ,  in h i s  des cr iption of the two type s of migrant , 
emphas i sed that agreement l abour migrants are primar i ly 
p l antation workers , and Ward stre s sed the urban orientation 
of non- agreemen t  migrants ( 1 9 7 1 : 9 1 ) . Thi s  di s tinction 
between the two types o f  migran t  on the bas i s  o f  the types 
o f  de s t ination to whi ch they go has a l s o  not been prope rly 
analyse d , a lthough Brook f ie l d ' s  evidence s howed that i n  the 
high lands in the late 1 9 5 0 s  many peop l e  were working 
i ndepen dently on p lantations ( 1 9 6 1 : 3 0 4 ) . Only a few studie s  
( e . g .  Brook f ie l d , 1 9 6 1 ; Young , 1 9 7 3b ;  P loeg , 1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 5 ; 
Boyd , 1 9 7 5 )  have yet looked at migration to non-urban 
location s . 
Vi l l age Characte r i s t i c s  and the Prope n s i ty to Migrate 
Res e archer s  i nto internal mi gration in P apua New Guinea 
have a l s o  tried to d i s t inguis h  the main facto rs which exp la in 
var iation s in the vol ume of out-migration from d i fferent 
v i l lage s . The four mos t  important f actors are thought to be : 
( a )  the man- land re lation ship ( Oram ,  1 9 6 8 a : 2 5 5 ; Lea and 
Weinand , 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 5 ; H arr i s , 1 9 7 2 : 1 2 3- 1 2 9 ; Baxter , 
1 9 7 3 : 1 0 5 - 1 0 6 ; Harri s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ; 
( b )  the l eve l o f  cash crop deve lopment { B rook f ie l d , 1 9 6 8 : 
1 1 1 ; S al i sbury and S al is bury , 1 9 7 0 : 8 ;  Ward , 1 9 7 1 : 9 3 ;  
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Harri s , 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 2 ; Hayano , 1 9 7 3 : 3 1 1 ; Young , 1 9 7 3b :  
6 6 - 6 7 ) ; 
( c )  acces s i b i l ity ( Lea and Wei nand , 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 3 ; S a l i sbury 
and S al i s bury , 1 9 7 0 : 8 ;  S trathern , 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 ; Young , 
1 9 7 3b : 5 7 - 5 9 ; Curtain , 1 9 7 6 : 2 7 - 4 4 ) ; 
( d )  educ ation ( Dakeyne , 1 9 6 7 : 1 5 2 ; Oram , 1 9 6 8 a : 2 6 0 ; 
Harri s  and C lunie s Ro s s , 1 9 7 5 : 6 - 7 .  
Mos t  s tudi e s  have examined these factors sep arate ly , 
but have produced con f l icting re s ul t s  due to problems in 
mea s ur ing the d i f fe rent var i ab le s , and because the ir value s  
usual ly app ly t o  d i fferent points in t ime . For examp le , 
there i s  l ike ly to be a c on s i derable t ime lag between the 
completion o f  a new road ( ch ange in acce s s ) ,  and the response 
as shown by migration . Multivariate techn i que s are of 
l imited value because most s tudi es  deal wi th a c omparative ly 
sma l l  number of observations , and because many of the f actors 
are not i ndependent variab l e s . Moreover ,  as  Harri s pointed 
out , an apparently s i gni f i cant relat i onship may not mean 
cau s a l ity ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 2 ) . Although a v i l lage with a high leve l 
o f  cash c rop deve lopment may have a h i gh vol ume o f  o ut­
migration , the actual migrants may be thos e  wi th no cash 
c rop s . Thi s  type o f  compari s on s hould be made at an 
individual as opposed to  a vi l l age leve l . S ince both chain 
and c ircular migration imp ly the c ontinuation of s trong tie s  
with the vi l l age o f  origin , it  i s  obvious ly nece s s ary to 
e xp l ore further how the se two dynamic proc e s s e s  are a f fected 
by var i at ions in vi l l age characte r i s ti c s . 
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Thes e  maj or a s s umpt ions about the characteristics  o f  
inte rna l mi gration i n  Papua New Guinea provide a s trong 
basi s on whi ch to examine the oper ation of proce s se s  in 
movement . However they are based on e xtreme ly varied 
evidenc e  from s ample s urveys which have not been s et within 
a broader frame o f  reference . I n  addit ion , most o f  the 
que s tions concerned with the actual operat ion o f  the se pro­
ces se s  remain unanswered , and as s umpti on s  have been made 
with in su f f ic i ent evidence . The main points whi ch require 
further inve s tigation are : 
( a ) How s i gn i f ic ant i s  cha in migration ? How do the k in ship 
networks evolve , and to what extent do they help to 
exp l a i n .  the marked contrasts between migration from 
vi l lages with other s imi lar character i s t i c s ?  Do the 
pers i s tent migrat ion s treams reve aled in the cen suse s 
repre s ent s ingle , once- and- for- a l l  moves made by the 
same group of long- e s tab li shed migran t s , or are they 
the man i fe s tation s  of an ever- changing system in whi ch 
new migrant s , who may be o f  a di f fe rent type , rep l ace 
or j oin those who preceded them? 
( b )  What i s  the relat ions hip between leve l o f  e ducation 
and the tendency to migrate , and does this vary 
acc ording t o  the leve l  o f  s o c i al and e conomi c deve lop ­
ment o f  the home area ?  How i s  it  re lated to c ircular 
and chain migration ? 
( c ) Are agreemen t  and non- agreement migran t s  two d i stinct 
types , o r  do  agreement migrants l ater move independent ly ?  
T o  what e xtent are the i r  movements d i f ferent i ated by 
the type s o f  des tinat ion to which they go ? How s i gn i f i ­
c ant i s  c ircul ar migration ? D o  non - agreemen t  mi grants 
continue to c i rculate between vi l l age and town , or do 
they tend to settle more permanently outs ide the vi l lage ? 
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I s  female mi gration dependent on that o f  male 
relat i ve s ?  
( d ) What i s  the present s ign i f icance o f  t r ad i t ional 
types of movement w ithin the rural v i l l age sector , 2 3  
and to what extent have the patterns changed from 
thos e  whi ch exi sted in the pre- colon i a l  per iod? 
I s  there any evidence that c i rc ul ar migration has 
a b as i s  in the traditional sy s tem? 
( e }  Is there any evidence for s tep migration ? 
Unt i l  now the s e  que st ions have been only p arti a l ly 
answered becaus e o f  the lack o f  longi tudina l  data de s cribing 
indivi dua l migration h i s to r ie s , and the lack of detai led 
cros s -tabulations f rom the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  nationa l population 
cens uses .  Thes e  two types o f  data mus t  complement each other 
s ince a lon e ,  nei ther can adequate ly provide both inter-
regi onal compari sons and reve a l  the dynami c proc e s s e s  that 
operate . Mic ro- studies ,  whi ch inc l ude the longitudinal data , 
should be set within the macro framewor k  o f  the censuse s .  
Thi s  the s i s  attempts to answe r  s ome o f  the above question s . 
It  a l s o  hi ghl ights the way i n  which data at d i f ferent scales 
and coverage can p roduce incomp lete or even c on f l ict in g  
evidence . 
2 3  Thi s  terminology accords with de f in i ti on s  o f  sectors acco rd­
ing to the n ation a l  populat ion c en s u s e s  of 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 : 
Rur al vi l l age - ' al l  trad i t ional se ttlement s ' .  
Rural non- vi l l age - ' al l  non- trad it ional s ettlements out­
s i de urban areas '  ( plan tation s , mi s s ion station s , 
s cho o l s , re s ettlement blocks , e tc . ) . 
Urban centre s - ' sett lements with a generally urban 
characte r , a min imum population o f  5 0 0  persons and a 
minimum popul ation den s ity of 5 0 0  per sons per square 
mi le ' . 
( Bure au o f  S tatis t ic s , 1 9 7 3 : 1 ) 
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METHODOLOGY 
Thi s  ana ly s i s  o f  intern a l  mi gration i n  P apua New Guinea 
is  based on three di f ferent data s ource s : 
( a ) the n ation a l  popu l at ion censuses o f  1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  and 
s pe c i al tabulations prepared from them; 
( b )  the ANU/UPNG Urban Househo ld S urvey ( UHS ) o f  1 9 7 3/7 4 ; 
( c )  rural mi cro - s tudie s conducted in S imbu and New Ireland 
P rovinces in 1 9 7 4 / 7 5  and 1 9 7 6 . 
Both the UHS and the rural mi cro- s tud i e s  inc lude longitudinal 
d ata , whi le the cen s us e s  only provide evidence of onc e-only 
migration at two spec i f ic po ints i n  t ime . 2 4  
The National P opulation Cens use s o f  1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  
The nation a l  census o f  1 9 6 6  was the f i r s t  enumeration o f  
the indi genous population in the ir actual p l ac e s  o f  res idence .  
I t  w a s  p receded by quas i- annual head c o un t s  o f  rur a l  popula-
t i on s  con ducted by DDA on a de j ur e  bas i s . Apart from 
recording ab sentee tot a l s , the se provide n o  informat ion on 
the l ocation o f  people who had left the v i l l age to go to o ther 
2 5  areas Both the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  c en s u s e s  con s i s t  of a comp lete 
enumeration of towns and rur al non-vi l l age centres , and a t en 
2 4  The 1 9 7 1  Cen sus did inc l ude a que s tion on period o f  
res idenc e , but thi s  s t i l l  doe s  n o t  show the l ength o r  
complexity o f  a n  individual ' s  migration experience . 
2 5  S ee McArthur , 1 9 5 7  and Youn g , 1 9 7 3a for critiques o f  
DDA ' censuses ' .  
4 6  
per cent s ample o f  rural vi l l age s . The rura l vi llage sample 
was de s igned to give reasonab le e s timate s  of the population 
o f  each provinc e . The rural area s o f  e ach pro vince were 
divide d  into s trata , e ach of whi ch cont aine d  approximate ly 
2 0  O O O  peopl e  of ' un i form '  tribal group ing and sub s i stence 
base , b ut with boun darie s which did not relate to those o f  
the d i s tr i c t s . S tr ata were s ub- divided into neighbourhood 
c luste r s  o f  v i l lage s ( homogeneous tribal c ommun i tie s ) , two 
o f  whi ch were randomly se lected in e ach s tr atum for enumera-
t ion ( Brewer and Whittington , 1 9 6 9 ) . 
Both census e s  included a ques t ion on b irthpl ace , 
de f ined a s  d i s tr i c t  ( 1 9 7 1 )  o r  province ( 1 9 6 6 )  , and a current 
re s i dence que st i on , w i th r e s idence c l as s i f ie d  by sector 
( rura l  vi l l age , rural non- v i l l age , or urban p l ac e ) o f  
provinc e . P rovinces , o f  which there were 1 8  i n  both 1 9 6 6  
and 1 9 7 1 , 2 6  are the only leve l  on whi c h  inter-regional corn-
par i sons are po s s ib le . A migrant , according to the cen s us 
def in it ion , i s  a person enumerated out s i de h i s  province of 
b ir th . 
Although migration s treams can only be de f ined on an 
inter- provin c i al bas i s , i t  i s  pos s ib l e  to f ind the number 
of people from e ach province in the three sectors o f  every 
o ther province , and it i s  a l so po s si b le to determine the 
birthp lace s o f  the s e  migrants by di s tr ict for 1 9 7 1 . 
2 6  One new provinc e  was de s i gnated in 1 9 7 3  - Enga , formerly 
part o f  the We stern H i gh l ands P rovince . I n  the fol lowing 
ana ly s i s  it  i s  inc luded in its fo rme r reg ion . 
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The 1 9 7 1  cen s us a l s o  included a ques t i on on length o f  
re s i dence f o r  a l l  in-migr ants , and thi s , combined with the 
f i gures for 1 9 6 6 , c an be used to show the r ate o f  turnover 
for the migrant population . 
F inal ly , s pe c ial c ro s s - tabulation s  on age , sex and 
education c an be u sed to f urther di f ferenti a te between 
inter-provin c i al movements .  
The ANU/UPNG Urban Hous ehold S urvey o f 1 9 7 3/ 7 4  
The UHS i s  a l ar ge s ca le s ampl e  survey o f  indi genous 
urban r e s ident s  l i ving in 17 separ ate towns 2 7  in the per iod 
November 1 9 7 3  to February 1 9 7 4 . I t  was de s igiled primari ly to 
e xamine the incidence o f  unemployment in towns , to e st imate 
the propor t ion o f  unemp loyed who were i nvo l un t ar i ly out o f  
work , and t o  e xamine the val idity o f  the Todaro hypothes i s  
( see above , p .  1 3 ) i n  the context o f  Papua New Guinea2 8 . 
I t  a l s o  incl uded a bri e f  migration h i s to ry for every re spon-
den t , and it  i s  the se long i tudinal data which are ana lysed 
in thi s study . The se mi gration h i s tor ie s suppo sed ly l is t  
a ll the re sponden ts ' move s 2 9 , and gi ve location and time at 
2 7  Port More sby , Lae , Rabaul , Madang , Wewak , Goroka , Mount 
Hagen , Arawa , P anguna , Kieta , Kundiawa , Alotau , Daru , 
Kerema , K imbe , K ainantu , Min j . 
2 8  · S ince Papua N ew Guine a , unl ike Afr i can countries , ha s an 
extreme l y  sma l l  informal sector , it  was fel t  to  be a 
unique region within which to tes t a mode l whi ch e s sen­
t i a l ly doe s  not take informal emp loyment into account . 
2 9  The de finit ion o f  a move was extremely vague , and in theory 
could encompas s anything from a tour i s t  v i s it of a few day s  
to a s tay o f  many year s . In  the cour s e  o f  coding a l l  
tour i s t  v is i ts were e liminated a s  far a s  p os s ible , but 
thi s  i s  undoubtedly a s ource o f  e rror ( see below , Ch . 3 ) . 
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which e ach move occ urre d . Be cau se the data e xc lude other 
-
relevant info rmation on employment ,  accompanying dependents 
or mot i ve s  for moving , they are of l imited use in exami n ing 
proces se s  such a s  chain and c ircul ar migrat ion . Neverthe le s s  
the survey cove r s  a large population - ove r 5 0 0 0  peopl e� 
or approximate ly three per cent of the population of the 
urban c entres at that time . When analy sed acco rd i ng to 
individ ual char acteri s t i c s  s uch as age ,  sex , education , 
c ur rent emp loyment and b irthp l ac e , the d ata g i ve valuab le 
in formati on on the migration experiences o f  a group o f  
peop l e  about whom there h a s  been plen ty o f  c on j ecture but 
l i tt l e  f ac tual evidence . In  the UHS a mi gran t  i s  de fined 
as anyone who was born o ut s ide the town i n  whic h  he was 
interviewed .  
The Rura l  Micro-S tudie s 
The rur a l  micro- s tud i e s  are detai l ed enume ration s o f  
vil l age population s which I conducted i n  two s epa rate 
periods of s i x  month s  between October 1 9 7 4  and May 1 9 7 6 . 
They were de s i gned to reveal , through the analy s i s  o f  
deta i le d  longitudin a l  data , the operation o f  c ir cular , chain , 
and s tep migration , and thus to provide s ome an swers to some 
o f  the que st ions raised above ( p .  4 3 ) .  
Two province s ,  S im.bu and New I re l and , were selected for 
thi s  s tudy . They d i f fe r  in many way s  whi ch were expected to 
affect the deve lopment of migration , but are al ike in that 
they both have l imited urban development .  S irnbu i s  a 
4 9  
mountainous den s e ly populated province in the central 
h i gh l ands . Its  people , who f ir s t  came into contact with 
non- indigenous forei gners on ly 4 0  years ago , are largely 
s ub s i s tence gardener s , dependent on sweet potato as a 
staple c rop . T oday many e arn smal l income s  from c of fee 
produc tion . They have l ittl e  opportun i ty to augment the se 
income s  w i th in their own p rovince , because S imbu ha s ins ig­
n i f i cant indust r i a l  d eve lopment and , due to the scarcity of 
cul tivab le land , l i ttle s cope for further deve lopment of 
comme r c i a l  agr i culture . S imbu ' s  largely i ll iterate and 
uns k i l led peop l e  have been forced to migrate i f  they wi sh 
to enter the wage force , and they make inte n s i ve us e o f  the 
H i gh land s  H �ghway to reach town s and plantation s both in 
o ther p arts o f  the h i gh l ands and in Morobe Pro vinc e . Many 
have worked previous ly as agreement l abourers in di stant 
parts of the c ountry . The ir province i s  a maj or source o f  
out-migrants , but attracts few in-migrants i n  return . 
New I r e l and , in contra s t , i s  a fragmented i s land pro­
vince lying to the nor th of New Brita in . I t s  contac t  with 
the o ut s ide wor l d  covers a span of over 1 0 0  years , and 
during that t ime i t  has been governed by Germans and 
Aus tra l i an s , and has e xperienced a Japane s e  inva s ion lasting 
for three year s . The New I re land people , who today are 
rel ative ly we l l  educ ated , number only about 5 0  O O O , approxi­
mate ly one quarte r  o f  the population of S imbu . They l i ve 
in coastal settlements whe re they s t i l l  depend partial ly 
on sub s i s tence cultivation of yams , taro , and sweet potato , 
but have come to re ly increa s in gly on their e arnings from 
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cash c rops o f  copra and c ocoa . For the mos t  part they f ind 
the s e  s uf fi c i ent for thei r needs and are no lon ger -
intere sted in working on the many commercial  p l antati on s  
whi ch have been e s tabl i shed w i th in thei r  province . Seventy 
year s ago they provided mos t  o f  the l abour recrui ts for 
p l antations both in German S amoa and in German New Guinea . 
Today re l ative ly f ew migrate , and the p rovince ins tead h as 
become a mai n  d e s t ination for in-migrants f rom mainland New 
Guinea ,  brought in as uns k i lled p l an tati on labour because 
the New I re lan de r s  themse lve s do not s eek thi s  type o f  
employment .  
N ine vil lage s 3 0  were s e lecte d  for enumeration , f ive in 
S imbu and fo ur in New Ire land . The i r  s e l ection was a pur -
pos ive s amp l e , based on acces s to the provinci al urban head-
quarters . Acc es s  was meas ured by t ime/cos t o f  trave l by 
pub l i c  trans po r t , and vi l l ages were a l s o  cho s en to represent 
d i f f erent parts of the province . Thus each o f  the S imbu 
vi l lage s be l on ge d  to a separate large triba l group , and each 
of the New I r e l and vil lages to a separate l ingui s t i c  group . 
The purpo s ive n ature o f  the s amp le means tha t  the results o f  
the s urvey c annot b e  interpreted a s  repre s entat ive o f  o ther 
parts of the province , but , s i nce each vi l lage in Papua New 
3 1  Guinea tends to have a unique ' mi gration space ' , a ran dom 
3 0  T he term ' vi l lage ' i s  used to des c r ibe e ac h  survey group , 
a l though the settlement pattern o f  three o f  the f ive 
S imbu s i te s  was highly d i sperse d , and in N ew I re l and 
three s i te s  inc l uded a pair of nei ghbouring vi l l ages . 
3 1  De f ined as the d e s t ination s  both o f  pre sent abs entees 
from the vil lage , and of those who have been away in 
the pa s t . 
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s ample o n  thi s  s ca le would a l s o  b e  unrepresentat ive . The s e  
problems a f fe c t  the resul ts o f  muc h  l arger scale s urvey s , 
s uch a s  the cen s u s e s  ( see below , Chapte r 2 ) . 
I n  e ach vi l lage a l l  adults ( aged 1 5  or over ) were 
interviewe d . I n  S imbu , where the a im was to obtain approxi­
mately 1 5 0  interviews at each lo cat i on , the number o f  re­
spondents range from 1 2 0  to 2 1 0 ; in New I re land , where the 
target was 1 0 0 , from 9 5  to 1 4 1 . Re spondents e i ther be long 
to a s ingle sub- c l an ( two S imbu loc ations ) ,  are located at 
a s ingle c entral po int focus sed on a tr iba l  ceremonial 
ground ( three S imbu locat ions ) ,  or are in o ff i c ial  admi n i s ­
trative uni t s  ( al l  New Irelan d  location s ) .  The var i at i on in 
de f in ition 1n S imb u  was c aus ed by speci al  prob l ems connec ted 
with the dispersed settlement pattern . 
Interviews , l ike tho s e  in both the census e s  and the 
UHS , had to be conducted enti re ly through pers onal contact 
because many re spondents are i l l i terate . They were con­
ducted in P i dg in , and f ocus sed on a deta i le d  l i fe cy cle/ 
mi gration h i s tory , in whi ch eve ry move was re corde d . A move 
was de f ined according to the perception of the individual 
c oncerned , and peop le d i s t inguis hed c learly between the se 
move s and what they s aw a s  temporary tr ip s . On the b a s i s  
o f  past and pres en t  migration e xper ience , respondents were 
c la s s i f i ed i nto four categor ie s : non-migran t s ; tradition al 
migrants ( those who had o n l y  made move s according to the 
tradit ional system) ; non- trad i t iona l returned migrant s  
( thos e  who had mad e  s ome moves t o  non- trad i ti on a l  settlement s ) ; 
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non- traditional absentee s  ( thos e  currently abs ent in non­
tradit iona l  s et tlemen t s ) . 3 2  For e ach move information was 
co ll e c ted on time , location , e ducat ion , mar i ta l  status , 
emp loyment , and mot ive . 3 3  Although the data were recorded in 
s tr uc tured form , the in formation wa s usua l ly rel ated as a 
s tory by the re spondent , and continua l l y  c ommented upon and 
checked by o ther l i s tening v i llager s .  Thi s  type of communa l  
interview i s  a valuab le method o f  s truc tur in g  events in a 
population w i th l imited exper i ence o f  t ime a s s e s sment . Each 
respondent also gave addition a l  in formation on demographic 
char ac ter i st i c s , e conomic act iv ity , c as ua l  mob il ity to acce s s-
ibl e  towns and ba s ic data on the n on- tradi t iona l absentees .  
Thi s s t udy analy s e s  the abo ve data s o ur ce s , s tarting at 
the macro- leve l , and l ater f oc us s in g  on the evidenc e from 
micro- s tudie s . Chapter Two e xamine s the evidence from the 
n at i on a l  population c en sus e s , f irst for the who le country , 
and then in more detai l f or S imbu and New I re l and . In 
Chapter Three the long i tudinal data from the UHS i s  examined 
in a s imil ar way , again with the main focus o n  people born in 
S imbu and New I re land . Chapters Four and F ive analyse the 
migration expe r i ences of rural v i l lagers from S imbu and New 
I re l and respective ly , and Chapte r S ix ,  the c on c lus i on , con-
s ider s  the evidence f rom the s e  d i f ferent data source s , and 
use s  this  to deve lop a s impl e  des c ri pt ive typo logy cover ing 
both of the s e  d iver s e  region s . 
3 2  Informat ion on thes e  people ( age , s e x , e du cation , o ccupa­
tion , location , length o f  ab sence ) was obtai ned from thei r  
relative s  i n  the vi l lage . 
3 3  S e e  Appendi x  A for ful l questionnaire . 
CHAPTER TWO 
MIGRATION INF ORMATI ON FROM MACRO- DATA : 
THE NATI ONAL POPULATI ON CENSUSES OF 1 9 6 6  AND 1 9 7 1  
INTRODUCT I ON - PROBLEMS I N  INTE RP RETAT I ON 
The n at i onal popul ation cen s use s o f  1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  pro­
vide the only informat i on on inter-provinc i al migration for 
the ent i re i n d i genous p opulation of P ap�a N ew Guine a . 
However cens us enume ration i n  P apua New Guine a , as  in other 
deve loping countrie s ( see Mas se r  and Gould , 1 9 7 5 : Ch . 3 ) , 
involve s  many practic a l  prob lems whi ch affect the accuracy 
o f  the re s u l t s . Four mai n  area s  o f  di f f iculty exi st . F i rs t , 
the se lection o f  the census s amp le i n  the rur a l  v i l lage 
s e ctor has c aused b i a s  in the res ults ; se condly , some 
que s ti on s  were inaccurate ly answe red , and even mis under­
s tood ; thirdly , wide spread boundary c hange s  took p lace 
between the census e s ; f inal ly , the raw data from the 1 9 7 1  
cen s u s  were sub sequent ly adj usted t o  compen s ate for an e sti ­
mated under- enumerat i on o f  between seven and e i ght per cen t . 
For practical reas on s , the ten per cent s ample o f  the 
rural v i llage population was based on neighbourhood c luste r s  
rather than on a r andom s c atter o f  settlemen t s . Thi s eased 
the proce s s  o f  enumer at ion , but created s e r i ous anoma l ies  in 
the data . In migrati on analy s i s the ma j or p robl em con cern s  
b i rthp lace in formation , p arti c ul ar ly where traditional move­
ment o c c ur s  acros s  provin c i a l  boundar i e s . For example , the 
1 9 7 1  c en s us s hows very l ittle mi gration between the rural 
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vi l l age s ectors o f  S imbu and Madang P rovince s , because 
neither the Gende vi l l ages in Bundi nor Den g l a-Maguagu 
vi l l ag e s  in Gembog l were inc l uded in the s amp le . Yet inter-
marriage between the se two group s  leads to cons iderable 
inte r-provin c ial  migration of women . Conve r s e ly , census 
data may exaggerate the degre e o f  inter-provincial  migration 
in the rural vi l lage sector by the s ampl ing o f  vi l lage s with 
an abnorma lly l arge number of i n-migran t s . The 1 9 7 1  census 
s hows a l arge s cale movement o f  Mor obe peop le i nto Gul f  
P rovince . In  f ac t  i t  i s  un l ike ly that much movement took 
p l ace , but the samp le included vil l ag e s  near the boundary 
whic h , a lthough located i n  Gul f , are admin i s tered from a 
Morobe patro l post . Consequently , many responden t s  be l ieved 
that they were born in Morobe Provin c e , and s aid s o  to 
cen s us enumerator s . 
Al l data con cern ing t ime a s s e s sment, in part icular the 
que s ti on o f  age , are inaccur ate . P apua New Guinea has as 
yet no sys tem of compul sory reg i s tration of vital events , 
and few people keep exact records o f  bi r th date s . In  both 
1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ages were a s s e s sed by comp ar i s on with exi sting 
records from DDA censuses 1 , and with a l i s t  of vital events 
relevant to the local are a concerned . As  a r e s ult , obvious 
d i s c repan c i e s  occur in the corre sponding age c ohorts o f  the 
two censuses { Howlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 2 7 ) . The other que s ti on 
1 The se are a l s o  inaccurate , particularly for o lder peopl e , 
whos e  age s were very roughly e st imated by p atro l o f fi cer s 
in e ar lier period s . See McArthur , 1 9 6 4  and 1 9 7 2 . 
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re levant t o  migration analy s i s  - dur ation o f  re s idence -
a l so lead s  to inaccurate respon s e s , and the re s ultant data 
c an only be accepted with reservations .  
F urther in accura c i e s  result from confus ion over 
ques tions on emp loyment , workforce activity and b irthpl ace . 
In  terms o f  mi grati on , mi s interpretation o f  the birthplace 
que stion in 1 9 6 6  is p articularly s e r io us . Onl y  two weeks 
be fore the 1 9 6 6  census , three new provin c e s  - S imbu , We s t  
S ep i k  a n d  We s t  New Britain - were formed b y  s eparation from 
the E a s tern H i ghlands , S ep ik and New B ri tain P rovince s 
respe c tive ly . Over 1 4  O O O  respondents in the rur al v i l l age 
sector of S imbu were recorded as in-migrants from the 
Eas tern H i gh l ands , and s imi larly , ove r  5 0 0 0  peop le from 
Wes t  New Britain were recorded in E a s t  New Bri tain vil l ages . 
The 1 9 7 1  c en s us showed ne ither o f  the se mi grat ion s treams 
and ind i c ates that the apparent movements in 1 9 6 6  were in 
fact due to mi s interpretation of the b i rthplcce que st ion . 
In  thi s the s i s  the 1 9 6 6  f igure s for S imbu , Eastern Highlands , 
We s t  New B r i tain and E ast New B ritain have been adj usted 
to e liminate thi s  d i screpancy . Adj us tment s  are based on 
the s i z e  of migrat i on s treams revealed in 1 9 7 1 ,  proj ected 
back to 1 9 6 6 , and with the overal l increase in the rates 
of provinc i a l  o ut-migrati on taken into accoun t  ( see 
Appendi x  B )  • 
Between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 the boundar ies o f  s ix provinces  -
Wes t e rn H i gh l ands and S imbu , We s t  and E a s t  Sepik , We st and 
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E a s t  New B r it a in - were changed ( Government G a z ette , 
1 9/ 1 2 / 6 8 ) . Upper J imi Census Divi s ion , with an e stimated 
population of over 12  O O O  in 1 9 6 6 , wa s tran s ferred from 
S irnb u  to the We s tern H ighl and s ; the Upper S ep i k  ( a lmos t  
1 3  O O O  people ) w a s  tran s fe rred t o  the E a s t  Sepik ; and 
Gasmata ( 3 4 0 0  peop l e ) was incorporated into We s t  New Britain . 
All 1 9 6 6  f igure s which are used for i nter- c en s a l  compari-
sons have been adj usted to take thes e  changes into account 
( see Appendix B)  , but e l sewhere the actual f i gures 
( Appendix C ,  T ab l e  A i n  thi s  s tudy ) are used . 
Boundary change s a l s o  a f fected the urban areas . In 
1 9 7 1 , 1 3  settlements were added to the urban sector , and 
the boundar i e s  o f  f ive large towns - Port More sby , Rabaul , 
Lae , Moun t  Hagen and Arawa/P anguna/Kieta - were radic a ll y  
2 
altere d . S ke ldon ( 19 7 6 : 4 ) s ay s  that urban boundary changes 
wer e  in f ac t  much more widespread , and may have affecte d  
almo s t  every town . He shows that in the case o f  Goroka 
thi s  led to exaggeration o f  the rate of urban popul ation 
growth between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 . 
When the re s ul t s  o f  the 1 9 7 1  c en s u s  became avai l ab le ,  
the population was f ound to be cons iderab ly lower than had 
been ant i c ipated from p ro j ections based on the 1 9 6 6  f igure s . 
Thi s was attributed main ly to non- response and internal 
migrat ion , and a po s t- enumeration s urvey was conducted to 
2 See P opul ation Cen s u s  - 1 9 7 1  ( Bureau of S tati s ti c s , 
2 0/ 1 2 / 7 3 : 1 ) . Arawa/Panguna i s  a new town es tabli shed 
for the Bougai nv il le copper pro j e c t . 
5 7  
me asure the extent o f  these two component s . S ub sequen tly , 
correc tion f actor s , based on age- group , s ex and sector o f  
r e s i dence within e ach p rovince , were app l ie d  t o  the raw 
data . Thes e  adj ustments cause further prob lems with data 
interpretation . F irst , s ince they we re app l ie d  only with 
reference to provinci al popu l at i on s , e s timate s o f  popula-
t ions for d i s tr i c t s  o f  provinces are n ow extreme ly inaccu-
rate , and , in cro s s- tabulation s in wh ich di str ict o f  b irth 
appe a r s  a s  a vari ab le , cel l totals  frequently vary from 
grand total s . S e cond ly , later ana ly s i s  and further surveys 
indi c ate that the cor rection factors app l ie d  to urban areas 
may have been over- e s t imated . S ke ldon ( 1 9 7 6 : 4 - 11 ) shows 
that the enume rated popul ation o f  Goroka in 1 9 7 1  was probab ly 
more accurate than the f ig ure pub l i shed after the a�p l i c a-
tion o f  correction factor s , and the re sults from the UHS 
s ugge s t  that in 1 9 7 3/ 7 4  sever al town s had population s  which 
had only j us t  reached the total s e s t imated by the census in 
1 9 7 1 . 3 
The se prob lems in interpretation undoubtedly a ffect the 
usefuln e s s o f  the cen sus resul t s , but as long as they are 
recogn i s ed , the d ata s t i l l  furnish valuab l e  in formation on 
migration which is not ava i l ab le from any o ther source . 
3 However the results o f  thi s  s ample s urvey may a l so be 
inaccurate ( see  be low , Chapter 3 ) . 
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INTER- PROVINCIAL MIGRATION 
The Patte rn o f  Migrat ion S treams 
P ub l i s he d  data from the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  national popula-
tion cen s u s e s  revea l maj or inter-provinc ial  migrat ion streams , 
and compari s on o f  the two cens use s shows the main chan ge s 
dur ing the intercen s a l  period . In  1 9 7 1  on ly 7 . 3  per cent 
of the ind i genous peopl e  of P apua New Guinea were mi grants 
accord i n g  to the census d e f in i tion , i . e .  we re l iving outs ide 
the province i n  whi ch they were born . Although the l evel o f  
out-mig r at ion inc re as ed everywhere between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 , 
many provin c e s  such a s  North S o l omons and We stern H ighl ands 
sti l l  had very smal l percentage s of out-mi grants whi le in 
other c a s e s , for examp l e  Gul f , S irnb u  and Manus , wel l  over 
ten per c en t  o f  tho s e  born in the p rovince were l i v ing e l s e-
where ( Tabl e  2 . 1 ) . Over 8 0  per cent o f  a l l  mi gr ants in 1 9 6 6  
were male s , and in 1 9 7 1  men sti l l  outnumbere d  the women by 
almo s t  three to one ( T ab le 2 . 2 ) . As a re sult the mas cu l in i ty 
rati o  o f  non-mi gr ant populati on s  in a l l  provinces fe l l  in 
4 several c a s e s  to below 1 . 0 . Mi grati on streams from Papuan 
and i s land province s were more even ly balan ce d  be tween the 
sexe s  than we re tho s e  from the hi ghlands or the coastal 
region of New Guinea . The extreme c a s e  was the S outhern 
4 The indigenous population of Papua New Guine a has an 
abnormal ly h i gh mas cul inity r at io ( the ratio of males : 
female s )  o f  1 . 0 8 .  Lea and Lewi s ( 1 9 7 5 )  sugge s t  that , 
in t e r  a l i a , thi s  i s  due to underenume rat ion o f  females , 
ove renume ration of  ma les and di f ferenti al mortal ity . 
P rovince 
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TABLE 2 . 1  
INDI GENOUS POPULAT I ON , 1 9 6 6  AND 1 9 7 1  
( % o f  To ta l )  
1 9 6 6  
1 In- 2 out- 1 I n-
1 9 7 1  
Migrants Migrants Mi grants 
Wes tern 1 .  5 3 . 9 2 . 6  
Gul f 4 . 3 1 5 . 2  5 . 7  
Centr a l  1 8 . 2  5 . 2  2 1 . l 
Milne B ay 2 .. 3 4 . 8 2 . 4 
Northe rn 5 . 5  7 . 1 6 . 6  
S H ighl ands 2 . 5  3 . 7 1 . 7 
W H ighlands 3 . 2 2 . 6 5 . 5  
S imbu 1 . 4 8 . 1  1 .  9 
E H i gh l ands 3 . 9  3 . 9 4 . 7 
Mo robe 4 . 9 6 . 3 7 . 6  
Madang 4 . 9  4 . 3 6 . 2 
Eas t S epik 3 . 4 5 . 8 3 . 6  
We s t  S epik 2 . 2  7 . 2  2 . 6 
Manus 9 . 1 1 1 . 6  1 0 . 5  
New I re land 1 5 . 3  6 . 5  1 5 . 2  
Wes t  New B ritain 5 . 6  8 . 7 1 7 . 4  
E a s t  New Bri tain 1 7  .. 5 5 . 3  2 0 . 7  
North S o lomon s  6 . 2 2 . 5  1 2 . 0  
TOTAL 5 . 6  5 . 6  7 . 3  
2out-
Mi grants 
6 . 1  
2 0 . 4  
6 . 4  
6 . 3  
7 . 8  
5 . 8  
2 . 9  
1 2 . 6  
5 . 2  
7 . 8  
6 . 7 
9 . 3 
7 . 2  
1 4 . 8  
7 .. 9 
8 . 9  
9 . 4  
3 . 1  
7 . 3 
S ourc e : Nation al Populati on Cen sus e s , 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ( Bureau 
o f  S tati s ti c s ,  1 9 6 9  and 1 9 7 4 ) . 
1 In-migrants as a percenta ge o f  re s i dent provinc i a l  populat ion . 
2 Out-migrants as a percentage o f  p opul ation born in 
province . 
TABLE 2 . 2 
INDI GENOUS POPULAT ION - MASCULINI TY RAT I OS 1 
Migrants Non-Migrants Tota l  In-Migrants 
Province 
1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  
We stern 4 . 0  1 .  7 1 .  0 L O  1 . 1 1 . 1  4 .. 8 1 .  9 
Gul f 1 .  8 1 .  6 1 .  0 1 . 0  1 . 1  1 . 1  2 . 1 1 . 5  
Centra l  1 . 6 1 . 6 1 . 1 1 .  0 1 . 1 1 . 0  4 . 0  2 . 7  
Mi lne Bay 2 . 5  2 . 2  1 . 1 1 . 1  1 . 1  1 . 1  2 . 1  1 . 4  
Northern 3 . 2 2 . 0  1 . 1 1 . 1 1 .  2 1 . 1 2 . 7  2 . 2  
S Hi ghlands 5 . 4 9 . 7  1 .  0 0 . 9  1 . 1  1 . 0  1 .  0 1 .  6 
W H ighlands 2 . 1 4 . 0 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1 1 . 1  1 . 9 2 . 4 
S imbu 2 . 8 2 . 1  1 .  0 1 .  0 1 . 1 1 . 1  1. . 4  1 . 5  
E H ighl ands 5 .. 1 3 . 9 L O  L O  L O  1 . 0  2 . 0  1 .. 9 
Moro be 3 . 3 3 . 0  0 . 9 0 . 9 1 . 0  1 . 0  2 . 4  2 . 2  
Madang 3 . 6 3 . 0 1 . 1 1 .  0 L l  1 . 1 2 . 6  2 . 3  
East Sepik 5 . 2 3 . 4  1 . 1 1. .  0 1 .. 1 1 . 1  1. .  9 1 . 3 
Wes t  Sepik 4 . 3 4 . 6 L O  1 . 1 1. . 1 1.. 2 L 7  1. .  7 
Manus 2 . 9 2 . 0 L O  L O  1. . 1 1 . 1  3 . 6 2 . 9  
New Ire l and L 7  L 5  1 . 1 L O  1. . 1 1 . 1 8 . 6 6 . 6  
We s t  New Britain 3 . 6  2 . 5  1 . 0  1 .  0 L l  1 . 1 4 . 3 2 . 1  
E as t  New Britain 5 . 8 L 8  L O  1 . 1 L l  1 . 1 6 . 3  4 . 0  
North S o lomons 4 . 1  2 . 4 1.. 1 1. . 1 1 . 1  1 .. 1 1 0 . 4  1 1 . 4  
TOTAL 4 . 5  2 . 6 L O  L O  1. . 1 1 . 1 4 . 5  2 . 6  
S ource : National Population Cen s us e s , 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ( Bureau o f  Stati s t i c s ,  1 9 6 9  
and 1 9 7 4 ) . 
1 Mas cul in ity Ratio = Mal e s  Females 
O"\ 
0 
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High l ands where in 1 9 7 1  there were ten ma le s for every 
fema l e  migrant . These inter- provin c i al contrasts {n mi gran t  
masculinity ratios sugge s t  that whi le s ome pro vinc es experi­
enced o ut -migr at ion o f  who le fami lies , o thers l o st on ly 
males . With in the high l ands , thi s type o f  movement was 
more s ign i f i cant in S imbu than in any o f  the o ther province s .  
I n  1 9 6 6 the main des tinations for migrants we re Centr a l , 
New I re land and E a s t  New Br itain P rovince s , where commer c i al 
p lantations and urban-based bus ine s s e s  attracted labour 
( Tab le 2 . 1 ) . The inward movement to Central Province in­
c l uded a s igni fi cant number of women , but mos t  in-migr ants 
to New I re l and and E a s t  New Br itain provinces were men . In  
1 9 7 1  two o ther i s lan d  provinces - West New Bri tain and North 
So lomons ( then Bouga invi l l e ) - had al so become importan t  
des tinat i on s , in both c a s e s  because o f  new developments 
whi ch had a d irect , r ap i d  imp ac t  on mi gration . We st New 
Br itain , the s it e  o f  the Hos k in s  oi l- palm re settlement 
s cheme , gained many new migran t  f ami l i e s  between 1 9 6 9  and 
1 9 7 1 ,  whi le the Nor th S o l omon s  attr ac te d  a l ar ge mal e  
labour fo rce ( the mas cu l in ity ratio o f  in-migrants i n  1 9 7 1  
was 1 1 . 4 ) dur in g  the c onstruct ion phase o f  the copper mine . 
The remainin g  i s l and provin ce , Manus , had a h i gh rate o f  
in- mi grat io n , b ut the tot a l  numbe r o f  incomer s  was not l arge . 
The population o f  the p rovince in 1 9 7 1  was approximately 
2 4  O O O . 
Mo s t  provinces  w i th high rate s o f  out-mi gr ation did 
not attr act a s igni f icant number o f  in-migrants , and v i ce 
6 2  
F i g . 2 . 1  Net 
19 6 6  
Change in 
and 1 9 7 1 
Out-migrants % 25 
population born 
in  province 
20 
1 6  
1 0  
Out-migrants % 26 
population born 
in province 
2 0  
1 5  
1 0  
1 966 
/ 
<t14 / 
/ 
/ 
l\& 1 6  / 8 0  
-13 / 
1 2 0  1 00  
9 6  / 
/ 
4
. 
-" 1 1  
19 � 68 
/97 818  
/ 
/ 
1 0  
1 971  
•2 
41 14 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
@ 12 / 
IHIP .'l'o 
0 1 3  
1 1 e / 
6 .
4 •0 1  
/ 11 0  
/ 
/ 
/ 
8 7  8 18 
/ 
/ 
1 0  
Western 
Gulf 
Centr�I 
Milne Bay 
Northern 
6 Southern Highlands 
7 Western Highlands 
II S1mbu 
ll Eastern Highland' 
Prov i nc i a l  Popula tions , 
/ 
/ 
/ 
1 6  
/ 
/ 
/ 
91 !i 
1 6  
1 0  
1 1  
1 2  
1 3  
14 
1 6  
16  
17  
18  
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
01 7 
20 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
25 % 
In-migrants 
populatton resident i n  province 
/ 
/ 
/ 
816 e11 
0 3  
20 25 % 
ln-m11irants 
population resident "' province 
Mo robs 
M adang 
East Sepik 
West Sep1k 
Manus 
New Ireland 
West New Britain 
East New Bntain 
North Solomons 
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ver s a .  This shows that r egional d i s pari ti e s  in Papua New 
Guinea have produc ed de finite ar e a s  o f  popu lat ion los s and 
population gain . F ig . 2 . 1 shows that i� 1 9 6 6  only �our 
provinc e s  - Centra l ,  E a s t  New B r i tain , New Ireland and 
North S o lomons - had l arge net incre a s e s  o f  populat ion , 
but s everal - Gul f , S imbu , Wes t  Sepik and Wes t  New Britain -
reg i s tered l ar ge los s es . By 1 9 7 1  We s t  New B r it a in and the 
Western H i gh lands had a lso made s igni fi c ant gain s , but the 
l o s s e s  from S imbu , Gul f and a ls o  E a s t  S ep i k  had increas ed . 
There i s  no s ign that the outward f l ow o f  population from 
the se three provinces was s lackening .  S ome other province s ,  
for examp le Morobe and Manus , had a lmo s t  equa l  rates o f  in­
and out-migration in both 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 .  I n  Morobe thi s  
ref le c t s  wide intra-provincial contra s ts . The rapidly 
growing town o f  Lae attrac ts s k i l le d  and unski l le d  workers 
from many o ther provinces , but many peop le from remote 
p ar t s  o f  Morobe s ti ll leave to f ind employment on p lantations 
e l s ewhere .  Manus peop le h ave an unus ual ly h i gh leve l o f  
e ducati on and skil l , and many occupy we l l-paid po s itions 
in di s tant p arts o f  the c ount ry . Although they c annot f ind 
sat i s fy in g pos it i ons w i th in the i r  own province , the naval 
docky ards in Manus s ti l l  require a cons iderab le work force 
whi ch i s  le s s  h i gh ly s k i l led , and the provi n ce thus has a 
h i gh rate o f  in-mi grati on . 
Desp ite the r i s e  in importance o f  new des t in at ions 
s uch as Wes t  New B r i ta in and North S o lomon s between 1 9 6 6  
and 1 9 7 1 ,  the greatest intercens a l  net g a in in 
6 4  
populat i on 5 took p lace in Centra l P rovince . As Table 2 . 3  
s how s , this gain o cc urred main ly through increased in-
migrat ion ( the out- bo rn componen t )  rather than through a 
change in the rate o f  out-mi gration from the p rovince 
itse l f . The s igni f i cant ga ins made by the We s tern H i ghlands , 
Wes t  New B r itain and North S o lomon s  all  fo l l owed the s ame 
p attern . However New I re land and E a s t  New Br itain , which , 
as noted above , wer e  importan t  des tina t i on s  in both 1 9 6 6  
and 1 9 7 1 ,  did not experience s i gn i fi cant net changes in the 
inter- cen s al per i od . E a s t  New B r itain actua l ly had a s ma l l  
net lo s s , p o s s ib ly caused partly by out-mi gr at i on o f  people 
from the Gaz e l l e  Penin su la to take up blocks in the Hoskins 
resett lement s cheme . 6 Although both prov inces s t i l l  r equire 
a l arge l abour force for their p lantations ,  they do not have 
add i tion a l  industr i a l  deve lopment to p rovide further emp l oy-
ment o pportun i t i e s  and attract more in-migrants . 
5 I ntercen sal  net migrat i on i s  cal culated by the f o l lowing 
formula :  
Net M = ( I t+n- S I I t ) + ( S O Ot- ot+n ) = Ml + M2 
where I t and I t+n are the number s o f  i n-migr ants at times 
t and t+n , Qt and O t+n the numbers o f  o ut-migr ants , S I and 
s 0 the intercens al s �rvival rat i o s  for in-migr ants and o ut­
migrant s , M1 the o utborn component o f  t he net migration f low 
and M2 the inborn c ompo nent . In thi s  c a s e  s 1 and s 0 are 
a s s umed to be equal and are c al culated a s  
1 9 7 1  population aged 5+/ 1 9 6 6  population . 
( Un i ted Nations , 1 9 7 0 : 7- 8 )  
6 P loeg ( 19 7 2 )  shows that a high p ro port ion o f  s ettl e r s  at 
Kapore rese ttl ement s cheme in We st New Br i tain were from 
thi s  part of E as t  New Brita in . 
TABLE 2 . 3 
INTER- CENSAL NET MI GRAT ION BY P ROVINCE , 1 9 6 6  AND 1 9 7 1  
Province 
I t I t+n Qt 0t+n Ml 1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  M2 Net M 
We s t e rn 9 0 8  1 8 3 0 2 4 8 4 4 4 5 5  + 9 9 3  - 2 1 6 5  - 1 1 7 2  
Gul f 2 3 7 8 3 3 1 6  9 4 1 3  1 4  1 1 4  + l  1 2 3 - 5 4 3 5 - 4 3 1 2  
Central 24  5 0 8  3 7 1 0 1 6 0 3 9 9 4 2 1  + 1 4  5 0 5  - 3 8 5 3  + 1 0 6 5 2 
Milne Bay 2 2 6 7  2 6 3 7 4 8 8 1 7 1 5 8  + 5 4 7 - 2 6 5 8  - 2 1 1 1  
Northern 3 1 6 5  4 3 7 5  4 1 6 4  5 8 2 1  + l  4 5 7 - 1 9 8 2 - 5 2 5  
S H i gh lands 4 5 6 4  3 2 8 3  6 7 9 5  1 1  7 0 1 - 9 2 5  - 5 4 3 6 - 6 3 6 1  
W H i gh l ands 9 4 0 7  1 8  8 3 2  8 6 3 3  9 8 1 6  + 1 0  1 5 9 - 1 8 5 6  + 8  3 0 3 
S imb u  2 2 9 6  2 9 8 6 1 3  1 9 5 2 2  5 3 0  + 8 6 9  - 1 0 3 6 4  - 9 4 9 5  
E H i ghland s  7 8 8 6  1 0  8 8 0 7 8 0 5  1 2  4 4 0  + 3  6 0 9 - 5 2 4 4  - 1 6 3 5 
Mo robe 10  0 5 7  1 8  3 9 8 1 3  0 5 7  1 8  9 0 9 + 9  1 2 5  - 6 8 7 0  + 2  2 5 5  
Madang 7 3 4 7  1 0  4 6 7  6 4 3 0 1 1  2 9 0  + 3  6 9 3  - 5 3 6 2  - 1 6 6 9  
Eas t Sep ik 5 2 7 2  6 4 8 2 1 0  3 7 7 1 7  8 0 5  + l  6 2 1  - 8 2 3 7  - 6 6 1 6  
We s t  S ep ik 2 4 7 5  2 4 0 8  6 5 4 4  7 0 9 8  + 1 2 6  - 1 0 6 4  - 9 3 8  
Manus 2 0 1 3  2 5 4 7  2 3 9 2  3 7 8 2  + 6 9 1  - 1 5 7 7  - 8 8 6  
New I re l and 7 5 5 6  8 8 8 6 2 9 0 9  4 2 4 5  + l  9 1 9 - 1 5 6 3 + 3 5 6  
Wes t  New Br itain 2 4 7 5  1 0  6 0 1  3 9 5 0  4 8 7 7  + 8  3 1 9  - 1 2 3 5 + 7  0 8 3 
East New B ritain 1 8  3 7 2 2 2  4 1 2 3 5 7 7 8 8 9 4  + 5  4 7 3  - 5 5 9 6  - 1 2 3 
North S olomon s  4 4 3 7 1 0  8 7 5  1 7 1 4 2 5 2 6  6 7 8 4 - 9 4 6  + 5  8 3 8 
S I = s0 = . 9 2 2  
S ource : Nationa l Populat i on Cen s us e s , 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ( Bureau o f  Stat i st i c s , 1 9 6 9  
and 1 9 7 4 ) . 
°' 
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The mai n  s ource province s  for migr ant s ,  Gul f , S irnbu 
and Ea s t  S ep ik , a l l  s howed the oppos ite trend dur ing the 
inte r c en s a l  per io d .  S li ght g a in s  occ urred i n  the ir in­
migrant p opulation s , probab ly due to a sma l l  o veral l  
e xpan s ion i n  admi n i s trative a ctivity , but the ir o ut-mi gr ant 
population s increas ed markedly . I n  one provinc e , Southern 
High lands , the numbers o f  both in- and out -mi gr ants fel l . 
I t  i s  s urpri s ing that the province had a s ma l l er in-migr ant 
population in 1 9 7 1 than in 1 9 6 6 . Thi s may have been due 
to some recently e ducat e d  S outhern H i gh l ander s moving back 
into the p rovince to f i l l  admini strat ive p o s t s , rather than 
to a r e ce s s ion in a r e g ion whic h  was s ti ll among the least 
developed in the coun t ry . The cens us doe s  not record s uch 
movements .  F i g . 2 . 2  shows that when net i nter- cen s al chang-e s 
are compared to the population o f  the province , the large st 
r e l at ive g a in was made by We s t  New Brita in . According to 
the 1 9 6 6 - 1 9 7 1  trend , Central , Wes t  New Br i ta in and North 
S o lomons were the mos t  favoured de st inations whi le S imbu 
and Gul f  l o s t  populat i on mo s t  rap id l y . Although thi s  is  
a mea surement o f  chan ge over on ly f ive y e ar s , the marked 
inward movement to Central P rovince and outward movement 
from S imbu and Gul f are not n ew d eve lopmen t s , and the se 
trend s  s eem l ike ly to continue in the immed iate future . 
Both the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 c en suse s showe d  a comp lex 
sy s tem of  inter-provinc i a l  migrat ion streams repre s enting 
both sho r t  and l on g  d i stance movements . F ig s . 2 . 3 to 2 . 6  
s ummari se the s e  s treams for t he four main regions o f  the 
Fig . 2 .. 2 Provinc ial  Inter-Cen sal Net Migr ation ( %  o f  Population 
Born in Provinc e }  
IIlTI 0 - 2 5 0 - 2.5 
IT.II] 2 6 - 5 2 .6 - 5 
Over 5 Over 5 
q) 
� 
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country , and s how that whi le few peop le from the Papuan 
and i s l ands regions had moved to o ther regions , mariy from ·  
both t h e  highl and s  and the New Guinea coastal reg ions were 
l iving out s i de the i r  provi nces of bi rth . Former res tr ict ion s 
on movement between P apua and New Guinea s t i l l  s eem to have 
s ome inf l uence ( see Chapter 1 )  and on ly h i ghlande r s , who 
were d e liberate ly taken to Papua a s  agr eement l abourers ,  
people from Morobe P rovince ( the main comp onent o f  the 
stream l inking New Guinea coastal and Papua ) , and some from 
Gul f P rovince , have cros s ed thi s  bar r i e r  in  s igni f i c ant 
number s . I n  1 9 6 6  the main inter- reg ional movement s  wer e  
from t h e  highl ands to C entral Prov ince , E as t  New Br itain 
and New I re land and f rom the New Guinea coa stal region to 
the s ame des tinat i ons . Few women took part in inter-
reg i on al movements .  Within regi ons , s i gni fi cant movements 
have o c curred between Gul f and Central P rovinc e s , from 
S irnbu to both Eastern and We s tern H ighland s , from the E a st 
S epik to Morobe , and f rom New Ireland and West New Br itain 
to E a s t  New B r i t a in . I n  eve ry case thes e  s ho rte r d i stance 
s treams inc luded both men and women . Mos t  migrat i on 
s tr e ams were l arger by 1 9 7 1  b ut , exc ept for the deve lopment 
o f  important movement s from both the h ighl ands and New 
Guinea coast a l  region s  to We st New Br ita in and North Solomon s ,  
7 P ap ua coa s t al - Wes te rn , Gul f , Centra l ,  Mi lne B ay , 
Northe rn . 
H ighl ands - S outhern , Wes tern , E a s tern Highlan ds , S imbu . 
New Guinea coast a l  - We s t , E as t  S ep ik , Madan g , Morobe . 
I s l ands - Manus , New I rel and , Wes t , E as t  New Br itain , 
North S o l omon s . 
Detailed f i gure s  o f  inter-provinc i a l  mi grat ion appear in 
Appendix C ,  T ab le s  A and B .  
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they rema ined s ub st antia l ly the same in direct ion . Women 
-
part i c i pated s i gn i f ic antly in some o f  the long dis tance 
movements in 1 9 7 1 , notably tho s e  from New Guinea coas tal 
to E a s t  and We s t  New B rit ain , and from the high l ands to 
Morobe . 
Thi s  ana l ys is h igh l ights an important po int in  rela-
tion to prev iou s a s sumptions about i nterna l m igration in 
Papua New Gu inea ( see  above , p .  2 4 ) . As F i g s . 2 . 3  to 2 . 6  
show , many o f  the large s t  inter- provinci a l  movements took 
p l ac e  over sho r t  di s tan ce s , but long d i s tance movements 
were al s o  imp o rtan t . When volume o f  out -migration and 
di s tance ( me a s ured by the c o s t  of a i r  trave l between the 
ma in towns ) are compared for each province in 1 9 7 1 , the 
re lati on sh ip in nine provinc e s  i s  s igni fi c ant at the one 
per cent leve l  ( F ig . 2 . 7 ) . O f  the rema inder , the Western 
and S outhern H i gh lands P rovi nce s wer e s t i l l  maj or partic i-
pants in the H i gh l ands Labour S cheme , and in fact the 
relat ionship for the S outhern H i ghlan d s  i s  z ero . Many 
migrant s from the E a s t  Sep ik Provin ce are long d i s tanc e  
mover s  t o  the New Guinea i s l ands . A s  B rookf i e l d  ( 1 9 6 0 )  
s howed , and o f f i c i a l  s tat i s t i cs indi cate ( see  above , p .  2 7  ) 
thi s  movement has existed for ove r  5 0  years . I t  s terns 
f ro m  a greement labour migration and ,  we mi ght a s s ume , has 
been perpetuated by chain mi gration . In Papuan province s 
the relation sh ip between d i s tanc e  and vo lume o f  out-
migrat ion i s  not highly s ign i f icant becaus e al l forma l  
transport l inks are channe l led through Port Moresby , which 
Fig .. 2 .  7 The Re la tionship Be tween Migra tion and D i s tance , 1 9 7 1  
( Rank Corr e l a tion for Eac h  Provinc e )  
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exaggerate s the di s tance trave ll e d  by mi grants between 
s ome provinces  which s hare common boundar i e s . For 
examp le , inter-pr ovin c i a l  migr at ion from We s te rn Province 
to East and We s t  Sepik app e ar s  to be long d i s tance because 
the air l inks b e tween Daru and Wewak and Vanimo go through 
Port Moresby . In fact mos t  o f  the movement revealed by 
the cen sus e s  o c curred d irectly acro s s  the provinc ial  
boundar ies  i n  the rural vi l la ge s ector . S imbu Province 
is the only highl and a re a  where d i s t an ce is high ly s ign i­
f i c ant , wh i ch sugge s t s  that many o f  the longer di stance 
movement s  as s o c i ated with labour mi gration are now l es s 
important , and that s hort d i stance movement has become 
mor e  s igni f,i cant . Thi s imp l ie s  that non- a greement mi gr ation 
is dominant .. 
Character i st i cs o f  Migration S treams 
O ff i c i a l  cens us f i gures  throw l i tt l e  fur ther li ght 
on inter- provin c i a l  migr ation . They do not revea l the 
characte r i stic s of the migrants who make up spe ci f i c  streams , 
n or the s e cto r s  in whi c h  the se migrants were l iv ing at the 
time o f  enumerat ion . F igures on durat i on o f  re s idence are 
o f l imited use becau s e  they do not show whe re migr ants c ame 
f rom. However , unpub l is hed c ro s s- tab ul a t i ons from both the 
1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  census e s  al low much more deta i led ana ly s i s  o f  
the s e  points , and prov ide a more us e ful body o f  evidence a s  
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a framework for the micro- stud ie s . 8 Three ma in topi cs 
are d i s cus s ed : s t ructure o f  mi gration s tr eams ; mi grat ion 
to s ector s o f  provinces ; mi grat i on to town s . 
Age/Se x  S tructure o f  Migr at ion S treams 
F i gs . 2 . 3 to 2 . 6  show that certain mi gration streams 
whi ch are known to have e xi s ted in the 1 9 5 0 s  or even ear l i e r  
( se e  above , p .  7 3 ) were s t i l l  important in 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 .  
In contra s t , o ther streams wh ich we re s i gn i ficant in ear l i e r  
times h ave become les s  important . As noted e ar l i er ( p . 3 0 ) ,  
mi grat ion streams such as tho s e  which l ink the Sepik Province s 
w i th the New Guinea i s l an ds have probab l y  been perpetuate d  
b y  cha in migration . Chain migration fun ction s  mos t  e f f i-
ciently with in a system o f  fami ly movement , whi ch provide s  
a more s tab l e  type o f  settlement s truct ure than e xi sts when 
mover s  are mainly s in gle men . Although the c en suse s  cannot 
prove that s uch a pro c e s s  was oper at ing , the age/sex 
structure of  migration st reams ind icat e s  where it  i s  most 
l ike ly to  o c c ur . 
T ab le 2 . 4  compare s f ive mi gration s tr e ams in 1 9 7 1 9 , 
three from the h i ghlands , and one each from the New Guinea 
8 T he analys i s  of inter-provin c i a l  mi gration by s e ctor o f  
res idenc e in  1 9 6 6  i s  taken from T ab le TABPNG 2 3 , Bureau 
of Cens u s  and S tati s ti c s , C anberra . Al l the cros s­
tabulati ons from the 1 9 7 1  census  were pr8p ared by 
H . C .  Weinand from the computer tape , loaned for thi s 
purpos e  to the Department o f  Human G eograp hy , ANU . I am 
very grate ful to both Mr We inand and to the Bureau o f  
Stat i s t i c s , Port Mor e s by , for making thes e  f i gure s ava i lab le . 
9 The s e  f igures are not ava i l able fo r 1 9 6 6 . 
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TABLE 2 . 4 
AGE- S E X  CHARACTERIST I CS OF SELE CTED 
MIGRATI ON STREAMS , 1 9 7 1  
Mas c u l in i ty 
Rati o l 
Dependency 
Rat io2 
H i ghlands to Wes t  New Britain 2 . 9  
Southern H i ghlands to WNB 2 3 . 7 
We s tern H i gh l an ds I I  " 1 3 . 9  
S imbu " I I  1 . 5  
E astern H i gh l ands " I I  3 . 9  
H ighl an ds to  North S o l omons 4 6 . 3  
S o uthern H i gh lands to NS 2 5 5 . 3 
We s t e rn H i gh l ands " II  7 8 . 0  
S imbu I I  I I  4 5 . 6  
Eastern H i gh l ands " II  2 3 . 7 
H ighl ands to Morobe 2 . 3 
S o uthern H i gh lands to Moro be 3 . 8 
Wes tern H ighlands I I  I I  1 .  9 
S imbu I I  I I  2 . 4  
E a st ern H i ghl ands " II  2 . 2  
New Guine a Coa s ta l  to E a s t  6 . 6  
New B ritain 
Mo robe to ENB 8 . 3  
Madang " II  8 . 8  
E as t  S ep ik I I  I I  4 . 5  
Wes t  S ep ik 1 5 . 4 
Gul f to Centr al 1 .  4 
S ource : Nat i onal P opulat ion Cen s us , 1 9 7 1 :  s pe c i a l  
tab ulat ions ( ANU ) . 
1 Mas cu l in i ty rati o  = Males  Fema le s  
0 . 5 2 
0 .. 1 1  
0 . 1 1 
1 .  0 2  
0 . 3 3 
0 . 0 4 
0 . 0 2 
0 . 0 4 
0 . 0 4 
0 . 0 3  
0 . 3 8 
0 . 4 0 
0 . 5 2 
0 . 2 9 
0 . 4 4 
0 . 2 1 
0 . 1 8 
0 . 19 
0 . 2 8 
0 . 1 1 
0 . 5 0 
2 Dependency rat i o  = Popul at
i on Age d  0 - 1 4  + Populati on 4 5+ 
P opulati on 1 5- 4 4  
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coast and within Papua . All  the highland s treams have 
deve loped s ince 1 9 5 0  and are l e s s  we l l-e stab l i shed
-
than 
the other s . O f  the movements from the h i ghlands , migration 
to Wes t  New B r i tain appe ar s to have involve d  more fami l i e s  
than s ingle peop le , as i t  i s  char acteri s ed b y  low 
mas culinity and high dependency rat i os compared with other 
ex- highland stre ams . Th is  type o f  movement o ccurre d  mainly 
from S imbu to the o il -pa lm res ettlement s cheme s . Migr ants 
from the Southe rn and Wes tern H igh lands , who a re l ikely to 
be agreement labour r ecruits rathe r than c a s h  cropper s ,  
were almos t  a l l  young adul t men . Although thi s S imbu 
s tr e am was recent , i t  i s  l i ke ly to be s tab le , and con­
di tion s favo ur future chain mi gr ation . The highland stream 
to North S o l omon s  i s  in c omp lete contras t ,  wi th very h i gh 
mas cu l in ity r at io s  and dependency ratios approaching z ero . 
Unl e s s  s ome fami ly settlement o ccur s , this migrat ion stream 
may dwindle , al though no doubt chain mig r ation has already 
in f l uenced the movement o f  workers from spec i f ic highland 
lo cati on s  to that province . The age/s ex s tructure o f  the 
migration s tream from the highlands to Morobe is s imi lar 
to that to Wes t  New B ri tain . I t  has exi ste d for lon ge r , 
but has lower dep endency ratios than the movement to We st 
New Britain . However some fami ly movement is apparently 
taking p l ace , and is l ikely to f orm a bas i s  for continued 
c ha in migrat i o n . 
Migr ation from the New Guinea coast a l  region to East 
New B r i t a in s t i l l  showed ext remely low dependency and high 
mas cul in i ty r at io s d es p i te the f act that i t  has exi s te d  for 
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over 5 0  years . In 1 9 7 1  many mi gr ants from the We st Sepik , 
and , to a le s s er extent , Morobe and Madang P rovinces , wer e  
s ingle men . The movement from the E a s t  S ep ik had a more 
bal anced sex r at io , and a h ighe r  dep endency r at i o , indi-
eating the pre sence o f  some women and ch i ldre n . Movement 
from the Gul f  Province to the P ort Moresby ar ea has been 
taking p lace for e ven longer than that f rom the S ep ik 
pro vinc e s  to E a s t  New B r i ta in . Labour migr at i on began in 
the last year s of  the 1 9 th century , and the s ub sequent f low 
of agreement and non- agreement migrants was a l s o  founded on 
the l inks formed under the trad i tional ' Hi r i ' trading 
s ystem . 1 0  In 1 9 7 1  mal e s  s ti l l  o utnumbered female s , but over 
ten per cent o f  the Gul f  peop le l iv ing in Centr al Province 
were over the age of 4 5 , and there were a large number o f  
chi ldr en . The pres e nc e  o f  the s e  o lder peop le provi des a 
s tabl e  populat ion within whi ch more rec ent Gul f  mi grants 
can move and settle i n  Centra l  P rovince . 
Migration to S ectors of Province s  
Census data do not d i s t ingui sh between a greement and 
non- agreement migrants , but they can show some character-
i s t i c s  o f  migrant s in p ar t i cular s tr e ams . As shown earl i e r , 
the a ge and s e x  s truct ure o f  s treams may prov i de some 
1 0  A s y s tem o f  trade wher eby s a go from Gul f P ro vince was 
exch anged for pot s  mad e  by the Motuan peop le of Centr a l  
P ro vince ( Brookf ie ld w ith Hart , 1 9 7 1 : 3 2 2 ) . Ryan ( 19 6 8 : 
6 1 )  s ugge s t s  that the H i r i  system was p ar tly r espons ible 
for lar ge s ca l e  Toa r ip i migration to Port Moresby . 
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evidence o f  the s tab i l i ty o f  mi grat ion . Two further 
characte r i s t ic s  menti oned in relat i on to previous a s s ump­
tions abo ut agreement and non- agre ement migrat ion , ( see 
Chapter 1 )  are typ e  of de s t in ation and educ a tion . 
Between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  the indi genous population o f  
P apua New Guinea ro se from 2 1 5 0  3 1 7  t o  2 4 3 5 5 0 9 at an 
average annua l r ate o f  2 . 5  per cent , but dur ing that t ime 
the p roportion l iving in the rural vi l l age s e c tor 11  fel l 
from 8 8 . 5 to 8 1 . 2  per c ent ( T able 2 . 5 ) . The ave rage annual 
growth r ate o f  popul ation in both the rural non-vil l age and 
urban s ector s  was f a r  above the nationa l r ate of inc re a se . 
Tne main c aus e was migration from the rur a l  vi l l age s ec to r , 
a l though the urban growth rate was undo ubted ly exagger ated 
by inter- cen s a l  boundary change s ( Ske ldon , 1 9 7 6 : 4 ) , and may 
a ls o  h ave been boo s ted through dif ferent i a l  fertility rate s 
in the rural and urban population s . 
The populations o f  the three secto r s  di f fer in ce rtain 
impo rtant characteri s tic s . In the rural v i l l age s e ctor the 
ma s culinity r atio is below 1 . 0 ( Tab l e  2 . 5 ) , but in both 
rural non- vi l l age and urban s e ctor s  men o utnumber women . 
The di f ference i s  more marked in the rural non- vil lage 
centre s b e c ause most migrants who move to p l antat i on s , an 
important part of thi s  s ector , are men . F ema l e  migrant s  
went mainly t o  town s . A s econd d i f f erence between the 
sector s is the importan ce of c a sh earn ing . Whi le only 
1 1  For detai led de f ini t ions of s ectors of res i dence , s ee p .  4 4 . 
TABLE 2 . 5 
I N D I GENOUS POPULAT ION , PAPUA NEW GU I N EA 
S e c tor o f  Re s idence , 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  
1 9 6 6  1 9 7 1  
Ma l e  F ema le T o ta l Ma l e  Fema l e  T o t a l  
No . % N o . % N o . % No . % N o . % N o . % 
Rura l Vi l l age 9 4 7  4 6 6  8 4 . 6  9 5 4  5 7 5  9 2 . 7 1 9 0 2 0 4 1  8 8 . 5 9 6 8  3 1 6  7 6 . 7  1 0 1 0  3 8 7  8 6 . 2 1 9 7 8  7 0 3 8 1 . 2  
Rura l  Non- 1 0 4  2 8 2  9 . 3  4 0  3 4 9  3 . 9 1 4 4 6 3 1 6 . 7  1 5 1 2 1 1  1 2 . 0  7 3  7 2 2  6 . 3  2 2 4  9 3 3  9 . 2 Vi l l age 
U rb an 6 8  5 5 8  6 . 1 3 5  0 8 7  3 . 4 1 0 3  6 4 5  4 . 8  1 4  3 1 2 3  1 1 . 3 8 8  6 5 0  7 . 6  2 3 1 7 7 3  9 . 5 
TOTAL 1 1 2 0 3 0 6  1 0 0  1 0 3 0  0 1 1  1 0 0  2 1 5 0  3 1 7  1 0 0  1 2 6 2 6 5 0  1 0 0  1 1 7 2  7 5 9  1 0 0  2 4 3 5 4 0 9  1 0 0  
S o ur ce : N at i o n a l  Populat i on C en s us e s  1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ( B ur e a u  o f  S tat i s t i c s , 1 9 6 9  and 1 9 7 4 ) . 
Ann ua l  
Growth 
Rat e  
1 9 6 6 - 7 1  
o .. 8 
9 .. 2 
1 7 . 5  
2 . 5  
co 
1--' 
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2 2  per cent of men l iving in the rural vi l l age sector in 
1 9 7 1  reported s ome s ource of cash income , over 6 0  per cent 
of tho s e  in the other two se ctor s depended on money rai s ing 
acti vitie s .  The di f f e rence between the female populations 
was much le s s  marked ,  mainly bec ause even i n  1 9 7 1  few women 
h ad yet entered the workforce . 1
2 
The low p roportion o f  
women i n  employment even i n  towns provi de s  ind i re ct evidence 
that they s t i l l  migrate a s  dependents . Unfortunate ly the 
census doe s  not di s ti ngui s h  between tho s e  who der ived the i r  
income from c a s h  cropping and those who were wage earners . 
However we c an a s s ume that mos t  men who live in the rur al 
vi l l age s e c tor and have an income are cash- croppers , whi le 
mos t  who l ive in towns and rural non-vi l l age centre s are 
dependent on wage earning . 
Final l y , the population s  o f  the three s ectors d i f fer 
in the ir degree o f  formal education . I n  1 9 7 1  over two-
thirds o f  the indigenous popul ation o f  P apua New Guinea had 
no formal education . Although more men than women had 
been to s choo l , only 2 . 5  per cent we re educated beyond 
primary s t andard ( Table 2 . 6 ) . Hardly anyone wi th post 
primary t raining remained in the rural vi l l age s e ctor , and 
people in towns h ad , on the whole , more formal education 
than tho s e  in rur a l  non-v i l lage centre s . Thi s  con firms 
statement s  by Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 )  and others ( see p .  3 4 )  that 
educated people tend to leave their v i l lage s of b irth 
1 2  Only 1 5  per cent o f  women living in rural non-vi l l age 
and urban centr e s  in 1 9 7 1  were in the monetary sector . 
TABLE 2 . 6  
E D UCAT I ON 1 BY S E CTOR BY S E X , 1 9 7 1  
Non e S t . 1 - 3 S t . 4 - 6 F m . I - I I I  
MALE S  N o . % No . % No . % N o .  % 
Rur a l  Vi l l a g e  7 2 7  0 5 2  7 5 . 1  1 7 4  2 6 6  1 8 . 0  6 1  6 6 5  6 . 4  4 0 0 4  0 . 4  
Rur a l  N on - Vi l l a g e  7 5  9 4 0  5 0 . 2  3 6  7 8 1  2 4 . 3  3 0  1 4 1  1 9 . 9  6 8 9 8  4 . 6  
--
Urb an 5 6  1 2 1  3 9 . 2  3 2  6 9 9  2 2 . 8  3 5  9 1 4 2 5 . 1  1 3  4 5 5  9 . 4 
TOTAL 8 5 9  1 1 3  6 8 . l  2 4 3  7 4 6  1 9 . 3  1 2 7 7 2 0  1 0 . l  2 4  3 5 7  1 .  9 
F EMALE S 
Rur a l  V i l l a g e  8 3 3  7 6 0  8 2 . 6  1 3 1  5 0 2 1 3 . 0 4 3  0 2 2  4 . 3  1 4 6 5  0 . 1 
Rur a l  Non-V i l l a ge 3 7  8 6 6  5 1 .  4 1 8  3 1 5  2 4 . 8  1 5  0 1 5  2 0 . 4  2 2 9 3  3 . 1  
Urban 4 4  6 1 5  5 0 . 0  2 0  8 6 0  2 3 . 4 1 7  9 9 6  2 0 . 2  4 6 5 6  5 . 2  
T OTAL 9 1 6  2 4 1  7 8 . l  1 7 0  6 7 7  1 4 . 6  7 6  0 3 3  6 . 5  8 4 1 4 0 . 7  
S o u r c e : N at i on a l  P op u l at io n  C en s us , 1 9 7 1 : s pe c i a l t ab u l a t i o n s  ( AN U ) . 
1 T h e  l e ve l s  o f  e du ca t i on s hown i n  t h e  t ab l e  a r e  a s  f o l l ow s : 
None - no f orma l e d uc a t i on ( may i n c l ud e  a tt endan c e  a t  m i s s i on / ve rn a c u l a r  s choo l ) .  
S t .  1 - 3 - P r imary s ch oo l , s t an d a r d s  1 - 3 .  
S t .  4 - 6 - P r i mary s ch oo l , s t anda r d s  4 - 6 :  P r imary 6 i s  t h e  f i n a l  p r imary y e ar . 
Fm . I - I I I  - S e c on d a ry s ch oo l , Fo rms I to I I I . 
Fm . IV+ 
N o . % 
6 9 9  0 . 1  
1 4 5 1  1 .  0 
5 1 3 1  3 . 6  
7 2 8 1  0 . 6  
1 1 6  o . o  
2 3 3  0 . 3  
1 0 4 7  1 .  2 
1 3 9 6  0 . 1  
F m . I V+ - S e condary s c ho o l , E'm . I V  ( norma l ly t h e  f i na l  y e a r ) , and a l l  h i gh e r  e d uc a t i o n a l  l e ve l s . 
co 
w 
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I t  a l s o  s ugge s ts that the previous a s s umption , that 
migrants going to towns and rura l  non-v i l l age c entre s  may 
have d i f fe rent characteri s ti c s , i s  true , a lthough le s s  s o  
1 3  for women than men . Howeve r  the cen s us data d o  not s how 
whethe r the s e  di f ference s are rel ated to agreement and non-
agreement migration . 
S ince the pop ulation s  o f  the three s e c to r s  have s uch 
cont ra s t ing characte r i s t i c s , movement between s e ctors 
would appear to invo lve l iving in a new type o f  c ommunity . 
However i t  i s  impo s s ib le to te l l  how many peopl e  had moved 
from one se ctor to another , bec ause the cen suse s  de f ine 
bi rthp lace s o l e ly by province or d i s tr i c t  of province . I t  
may b e  as s umed that , s ince urban centres i n  P ap ua New 
Guinea have deve l oped so re cently , and much o f  the rura l  
non- vi l l age s e c to r  c on s i sts  o f  p lantations w ith a l argely 
male work force , mo s t  adults were born in rural vi l lage s  .. 
Thus three typ e s  o f  ' once only ' mi gra tion c an take p l ac e : 
within the r ural vi l l age sector ; from the rural vi l l age to 
rural non-vi l l age sector ; from the rural vi l l age sector 
to towns . The s ources and destinat ions o f  people moving 
within the rur a l  vi l lage s ector are o f  the s ame type , 
although they may be in comp letely di f ferent phy s ical 
environments ,  for examp le highland and c o a s t a l . The se 
migrants remain with in the s ub s i s tence/cash-cropping economy , 
1 3  The di f ference in the educational quali fi c at ions o f  
women i n  rur a l  non-vi l l age centre s and towns i s  s ti l l  
highly s i gn i ficant : 
x2 = 8 4 9 , df  = 4 
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and , we may a s s ume , have l argely made tradit i onal move s . 1 4  
The o ther two type s o f  migrant both o p t  fo r wage earning 
and are there fore non- tradit ional mi grants . 
Over 8 5  per cent o f  out-mi grants in 1 9 7 1  went to either 
rur a l  non- v i l l age or urban centres , and thus were non-
tradition a l  move r s  ( Tabl e  2 . 7 ) . Tradit ion a l  movement , 
according to the census , was in s i gn i f i c ant , but it c annot 
be a s s umed that it did not e xi s t .  The large areal s cale 
o f  the cen sus data concea l s  much traditional movement 
bec ause many people make the s e  moves within the s ame ?rovince . 
I n  addi ti on the census doe s  not s how whether non- tradit iona l  
movers had previous ly made tradition a l  move s . Many may wel l  
have made ini t i a l  move s within the rural vi l lage sector . 
Previous s tudies have ignored o r  exp l i c itly e xc luded tradi-
tiona l  migrati on from cons ideration ( e . g .  Brook f ie ld , 1 9 6 0 ; 
Ward , 1 9 7 1 ) . 
Out-mi grants from some provinces have gone predominantly 
to town s , whi le from othe r s  they have moved to rural non-
vi l l age c entre s ( T ab l e  2 . 7 ) . Men from a l l  P apuan and mo st 
i s l and province s h ave settled in towns whi le the maj ority 
of thos e  from the h i gh l ands have gone to  rur a l  non- vil l age 
centre s . Men from the New Guinea coastal region have moved 
to de s tinations in both s e ctor s , except that the maj ori ty 
of tho s e  from the l e s s - devel oped Wes t  S ep ik Provinc e , l ike 
14 Type s o f  moveme nt , s uch as marriage migration , which were 
usua l  be fore the c oloni a l  period . 
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TABLE 2 . 7  
IND I GE NOU S POPULAT I ON : ouT-MI GRANTS , 1 9 7 1  - SECTOR OF RES I DENCE BY S E X  
P rov ince Rur al Vi l l ag e  Rur a l  Non -Vi l lage Urban 
MALES N o . % No . % No . % 
We s te rn 3 9 0  1 3 . 9  8 1 8  2 9 . 2  1 5 9 2  5 6 . 9  
Gulf 4 0 9  4 . 6  1 7 4 5  1 9 . 8  6 6 7 9  7 5 . 6  
Cen tral 8 1 1 1 4 . 0  1 7 3 7  2 9 . 9  3 2 6 3  5 6 . 1  
Mi lne B ay 2 9 5  6 . 0  1 4 4 7  2 9 . 3  3 2 0 2  6 4 . 7  
Northern 1 7 0  4 . 4  1 2 0 4  3 0 . 8  2 5 3 4 6 4 . 8  
S H i gh l and s 3 4 3 3 . 2  8 9 0 4  8 2 . 2  1 5 7 9  1 4 . 6  
W H i ghl an d s  6 4 4  8 . 2  4 7 2 1  6 0 . l  2 4 8 6  3 1 . 7 
S imbu 1 4 9 0  9 . 8  8 8 4 2  5 8 . 3  4 8 2 3  3 1 . 8  
E H i gh l ands 4 9 8  5 . 2  4 5 7 2  4 7 . 6  4 5 3 0  4 7 . 2  
Mo robe 1 5 6 7  1 1 . 1  5 5 9 1  3 9 . 4  7 0 2 0  4 9 . 5  
Madan g  7 5 3  8 . 9  3 9 4 9  4 6 . 7 3 7 4 9  4 4 . 4  
E a s t  S ep i k  8 7 7  6 . 7  5 8 3 8 4 4 . 4  6 4 2 5  4 8 . 9  
W e s t  S ep i k  5 5 4  9 . 5  3 5 1 8  6 0 . 5  1 7 4 3  3 0 . 0  
Manus 3 0 8  1 2 . 3  7 6 2  3 0 . 4  1 4 4 0  5 7 . 4  
New I re l and 3 0 0  1 1 . 9  8 5 6  3 3 . 8  1 3 7 4  5 4 . 3  
W N ew B ri t a i n  2 8 5  8 . 2  1 6 4 2  4 7 . 2 1 5 4 9  4 4 . 6  
E New B r itain 1 0 1 2  1 7 . 4  2 3 5 7  4 0 . 5  2 4 5 7  4 2 . 1  
N S o lomons 2 7 0  1 5 . 9  4 4 1  2 5 . 9  9 9 1  5 8 . 2  
TOTAL 1 0  9 7 6  8 . 6  5 8  9 4 4 4 6 . 3  5 7  4 3 6 4 5 . 1  
FEMALES 
We s t e rn 4 3 9 2 6 . 5  2 8 5  1 7 . 2  9 3 3  5 6 . 3  
Gul f 1 8 5  3 . 4  8 9 2  1 6 . 5  4 3 2 2  8 0 . l  
C en tr a l  8 6 8  2 4 . 0  9 8 5  2 7 . 3  1 7 5 6  4 8 . 7  
Mi lne B ay 2 7 4  1 2 . 4  4 8 9  2 2 . 1  1 4 5 0  6 5 . 5  
Northern 1 4 8  7 . 7  6 2 5  3 2 . 3  1 1 6 1  6 0 . 0  
S H i gh l and s 3 7 3  3 3 . 5  3 6 1  3 2 . 4  3 8 1  3 4 . l  
W H i gh land s 8 5 4  4 3 . 7  4 7 7  2 4 . 4  6 2 3  3 1 . 9 
S imbu 2 5 6 7  3 4 . 9  2 6 2 6  3 5 . 7  2 1 6 5  2 9 . 4  
E H i ghl ands 4 5 6  1 7 . 7  6 7 0  2 6 . l  1 4 4 4  5 6 . 2  
Moro be 1 2 5 1  2 6 . 5  1 2 3 2  2 6 . 1  2 2 4 3  4 7 . 5  
Madan g 8 1 4  2 8 . 7  8 3 4  2 9 . 4  1 1 9 0  4 1 . 9  
E a s t  Sepik 2 1 4  5 . 3  1 8 9 0  4 6 . 4  1 9 7 0  4 8 . 3  
We s t  S e p i k  2 5 1  2 0 . 0  3 8 6  3 0 . 8  6 1 7 4 9 . 2  
Manu s 1 9 5 1 5 . 3  4 0 2  3 1 . 6 6 7 7  5 3 . l  
New I r e l and 3 7 2  2 2 . 0  5 9 1  3 5 . 0  7 2 5  4 3 . 0  
W New B r i ta i n  3 3 5 2 4 . 0  4 8 0  3 4 . 3  5 8 3  4 1 . 7 
E N ew B r i t a i n  7 5 3  2 3 . 2 1 4 8 7  4 5 . 9  9 9 9  3 0 . 8  
N S o lomons 1 6 7  2 2 . 1  1 7 5  2 3 . l  4 1 5  5 4 . 8  
TOTAL 1 0  5 1 6  2 1 . 4  1 4  8 8 7  3 0 . 3  2 3  6 5 4  4 8 . 2  
Source : N at ional P opulation Census e s , 1 9 7 1 : s pec i a l tabul a ti on s  ( ANU ) . 
8 7  
the highl ande r s , have settled in rural non- v i l l age centre s .  
As the cen s us a l s o  shows , out-migrants from Papuan and 
i s l and province s  had a higher l eve l o f  f ormal education 
than tho se f rom the highland s . Thus i t  may be a s sumed that 
there i s  a relationship between a mi grant ' s  educational 
qua l i f i c at i on s  and the type of de stinat ion to which he goe s ; 
P apuan s and i s l anders go to towns because that i s  where 
they c an obtain suitab le empl oyment ; many hi ghlander s ,  in 
contras t , are emp loyed in the rural non- vi l lage sector , and 
par ticul ar ly the p lantation s , whi ch require a large uns ki l l ed 
labour forc e . As noted e ar l i er ( p . 4 1 ) ,  the census cannot 
prove any connection between these characte r i s t i c s  and agre e ­
ment as  oppos ed t o  non- agreement migration . S uch a compar i ­
s o n  require s eviden ce f rom d i fferent type s o f  data . 
I n  some province s , in-mi grant s  have settled mainly in 
r ural non-v i l l age centr e s , whi le in others  mo s t  in-migrants 
l ive in town s . I n  provinces such as Centra l ,  Morobe , Madang , 
E a s t  S ep ik , Manus and North S o l omons , mos t  in-migrants l ived 
in town s ( Table 2 . 8 ) . The s e  provin ces e ither have large 
urban c entre s ( Centra l , Mo robe , Madang , E a s t  S epik ) or lack 
emp loyment opportunities in the rural non-vil lage sector 
( E a s t  S ep ik , Manus ) . In other provinc e s , for example 
Northern P rovince , Western and Eastern H ighland s , New I reland 
and E a s t  and West New B r i tain P rovinc e s , mo s t  in-migrants 
were in the rura l non- v i l lage s ector . Al l o f  thes e  province s 
have e xtens ive p l antation s  or , in the cas e  o f  We s t  New 
B r i ta in , a recently e s tabl i shed sma l l-ho lder resettlement 
s cheme . 
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TABLE 2 . 8 
INDI GENOUS POPULAT I ON - I N-M IGRANTS , 1 9 7 1 : S ECTOR OF RE S I DENCE BY S E X  
P rovince Rur a l  Vi l l ag e  Rur a l  N on-Vi l l age Urban 
MALES N o . % No . % No . % 
We s tern 8 1  6 . 7  5 6 2  4 6 . 8  5 5 9  4 6 . 5  
Gulf 9 4 6  4 8 . 2  6 9 4  3 5 . 3  3 2 4  1 6 . 5  
Cent r a l  4 1 8  1 .  5 8 1 9 0  3 0 . 2  1 8  5 3 1  6 8 . 3  
Mi lne B ay 3 2 5  2 1 .  4 6 8 9  4 5 . 3 5 0 6  3 3 . 3 
North e rn 3 0 0  9 . 9  1 7 4 3 5 7 . 8  9 7 5  3 2 . 3  
S H i gh l and s 4 8 6  2 4 . 3  9 6 7  4 8 . 3  5 4 9  2 7 . 4  
W H i gh land s  1 5 2 4  1 1 .  5 8 7 9 5  6 6 . l  2 9 8 7  2 2 . 4  
S imbu 4 5 3  2 5 . 4  7 0 4  3 9 . 5  6 2 4  3 5 . 0  
E H i g h lands 4 2 5  5 . 9  3 8 8 2 5 4 . 1  2 8 7 2  4 0 . 0  
Mo robe 6 9 8  5 . 5  2 6 4 1  2 0 . 9  9 2 8 5  7 3 . 6 
Madang 5 7 6  7 . 9  2 7 6 5  3 7 . 9  3 9 4 8  5 4 . 2  
E S e p i k  1 0 3 7 2 8 . 0  3 5 1  9 . 5  2 3 1 2  6 2 . 5  
W S e p i k  4 1 8  2 7 . 4  5 8 7 3 8 . 5  5 2 1  3 4 . 1  
Manus 2 2 6  1 1 .  9 7 3 4 3 8 . 7  9 3 8 4 9 . 4  
New I re l an d  1 8 7 4  2 4 . 3  5 O O O  6 4 . 8  8 4 4  1 0 . 9  
W New B r itain 3 1 8  4 . 4 6 3 5 4  8 8 . 7  4 9 1 6 . 9  
E New B r i tain 5 8 2  3 . 2  1 1  2 6 6  6 2 . 9 6 0 7 5 3 3 . 9 
N S o lomon s 2 5 9  2 . 6  4 2 5 9  4 2 . 6  5 4 7 8  5 4 . 8  
TOTAL 1 0  9 4 6  8 . 5  6 0  1 8 3  4 6 . 7  5 7  8 1 9  4 4 . 8  
FEMALE S 
We s te r n  7 4  1 1 .  8 2 3 7 3 7 . 9  3 1 5  5 0 . 3  
Gulf 8 7 7. 6 4 . 8  2 5 8  1 9 . 1  2 1 8  1 6 . l  
C entral 3 7 8  3 . 8  1 3 2 1  1 3 .  3 8 2 6 4  8 2 . 9  
Mi lne Bay 3 3 4  2 9 . 9  4 9 6  4 4 . 4  2 8 7  2 5 . 7  
Northe rn 3 1 1 2 2 . 9  6 5 8  4 8 . 4 3 9 0 2 8 . 7  
S H i g h l ands 4 4 4  3 4 . 7  5 0 9  3 9 . 7  3 2 8 2 5 . 6  
W H ighl ands 2 0 1 5  3 6 . 5  2 1 5 8  3 9  . 1  1 3 5 2  2 4 . 5  
S imbu 5 4 1  4 5 . 0  3 3 4 2 7 . 8  3 2 8 2 7 . 3 
E H i g h l ands 9 4 1  2 4 . 0  1 4 4 4  3 6 . 9  1 5 2 8  3 9 . l  
Mo robe 9 1 6  1 5 . 9  8 7 6  1 5 . 2  3 9 6 2  6 8 . 9  
Madan g 5 9 7  1 8 . 8  7 2 5  2 2 . 8  1 8 5 6  5 8 . 4  
E a s t  S ep i k  1 1 9 5 4 3 . 0 2 2 8  8 . 2  1 3 5 5  4 8 . 8  
We s t  S ep ik 3 5 0  3 8 . 8  3 1 4  3 4 . 8  2 3 8  2 6 . 4  
Man us 1 7 4  2 6 . 8  1 4 5 2 2 . 3  3 3 1 5 0 . 9  
New I re l an d  4 9 7  4 2 . 6  3 9 3  3 3 . 6  2 7 8  2 3 . 8 
W New B r i t ain 1 9 2 5 . 6  3 0 8 9  9 0 . 3  1 3 9  4 . 1  
E New B r it a i n  5 5 1  1 2 . 3  1 6 2 5  3 6 . 2  2 3 1 1 5 1 . 5 
N S o l omons 1 7 7  2 0 . l  2 8 4  3 2 . 3  4 1 8  4 7 . 6  
TOTAL 1 0  5 6 4  2 1 . 3 1 5  0 9 4  3 0 . 5  2 3  8 9 8  4 8 . 2  
S ource : N a t i on al Pop u l at ion Cens us , 1 9 7 1 :  spec i a l  tabul at ions ( ANU ) . 
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F i g . 2 . 8 Net Mi gra tion by S ec to r  o f  Re s idence 
for Each Provi nc e , 1 9 7 1  
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F ig .  2 . 8  s ummari s e s  the evidence f rom Tables 2 . 7 and 
-
2 . 8  by comparing the in-migr ant and o ut-migrant populat ions 
o f  each province according to the ir s e ctor o f  re s idence at 
de s t in at i on . The larges t  overa l l  in crease s  in male migrant 
populat i on s  were in Central , Wes te rn H i gh l and s , New I reland , 
We s t  and Eas t  New B ri tain and North S o l omon s , and o f  the se 
provinces all exc ept C entral and North S o l omons gained 
migran t s  mainly in the rural non- vi l lage sector . Gul f 
P rovince l o s t  p op ul ation main ly to town s , the S o uthern 
H i gh lands and We s t  S ep i k  los t to the rur a l  non-vil lage 
sector , whi le S imbu and E a st S epik l o st to both s ector s . 
Mor ob e  was the only province in whi ch in-mi gration r e s u lted 
in an apprec i ab le i ncrease o f  urban popu l at ion , but a l o s s  
o f  rura l  non- vi l lag e  popul at ion . Net populat ion exchange 
was much les s  marked for women , but fo l l owed a simi l ar 
p at ter n . However S imbu had a l arge net lo s s  o f  women from 
the rural vi l lage s e c tor , pre sumably l ar g e ly through 
trad i tion a l  migr ation ( s ee above , p .  5 4 ) . 
This ana lys i s  o f  net mi gration by s ector s ugges ts that 
an adequate exp l an ation of the direction and vo lume o f  
d i f f e rent mi grat i on s treams depends o n  detailed know ledge 
o f  the characte r i stic s o f  the mi grants who make up e ach 
migration s tream .  I n  addition , info rmation i s  required on 
how people perceive the e conomic opportun i ti e s  avai lable in 
their home province . Un fortunate ly , analy s i s of the re su l t s  
o f  only one cen sus i s  insuf f ic i en t  because i t  c annot reve al 
trends .  S ome trends may be derived by c omparing migration 
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b y  s ector in 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 . Between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  the 
male mi grant populat i on in the rural non-vi l lage sector 
ros e  by on ly 3 . 7  per c ent , while that in the town s increased 
by 1 3 . 9 per cent ( Tab le 2 . 9 ) . The rate o f  movement to towns 
from the h i gh l ands provinces increased much more rapidly 
than from Papuan and i s l and p rovinc e s . S o uthern H i ghlanders , 
who were s ti l l  heavi ly invo lved in agreement l abour mi grat ion , 
and more peop le from Ea s t  New B r ita in , who were taking up 
b locks in the Hoskin s resettlement s c heme , moved to rural 
non- vi l la ge centre s . The rate o f  movement to c entres in 
both se ctors increased more rapidly for women than for men . 
Women from the h i gh land p rovinces and North S o lomons moved 
to towns at ·  a f a s te r  rate than they moved to rural non­
vi l l age c entres , but tho se f rom E a s t  Sepik and E a s t  New 
Br itain moved increas ingly to the rur al non-vi l lage s ector . 
These inte rcen s a l  change s are s t r iking . I t  has p revious ly 
been s ugges ted ( Br ook f ie ld , 1 9 6 0 ; Ward , 1 9 7 1 ; Harri s , 1 9 7 2 )  
that the inc reased movement to towns i s  a s s oc i ated with the 
change ove r  from a greement to non- agreement mi gration . The 
cen s us e s  c an provide no d i rect evidence o f  thi s , but , as  
noted e ar l ier ( F ig . 1 . 2 ) , the number of non-agreement 
work e r s  increased far more rapidly than the number of agree­
ment worker s  during thi s p er i od . Longitudina l data a lone 
c&n determine whether the s ame individual s were involved . 
Migration to Towns - The Urban H ierarchy and S tep Migration 
The mo s t  dramat i c  change in migration d ur ing the inter ­
cen s al peri od wa s the i ncrea s e d  movement t o  towns , a lthough 
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TABLE 2 . 9 
ANNUAL RATE OF GROWTH OF MI GRANT POPULAT I ON 
IN RURAL NON-VILLAGE AND URBAN CENTRE S , 1 9 6 6 - 7 1 : 
POPULAT ION BORN IN PROVINCE BY S EX 
Mal e s  Females 
P rovince 
R N v Urban R N V Urban 
We stern 0 . 1  1 3 . 6  1 4 . 0  1 4 . 3  
Gulf 3 . 3 9 . 0  6 . 4  1 1 . 8 
Central 6 . 9  1 7 . 8  2 2 . 2  1 8 . 0  
Mi lne Bay 4 . 5  8 . 6 3 . 1  1 3 . 0  
Northe rn - 1 .  4 1 2 . 4  1 0 . l  2 3 . 6  
s H ighl ands 1 2 . 9  1 7 . 4  2 2 . 9  3 1 . 7 
W H i gh l ands - 1 . 3 3 1 . l 1 7 . 6  2 9 . 2  
S irnbu 2 . 0 2 2 . 4  2 4 . 8  3 1 . 8 
E H i gh l ands - L O  2 7  .. 8 1 0 . 7  3 4 . 7  
Mo robe o . o  1 0 . 4  1 1 .  9 1 9 . 5  
Madang 1 0 . 0  1 5 . 0  1 3 . 5 2 4 . 6  
E as t  S ep ik 6 . 8 1 6 . l  2 6 . 2  2 2 . 0  
West S ep ik - 0 . 5  - 3 . 0  2 . 3 - 5 . 9  
Manus 2 . 9  1 2 . 3 1 0 . 6  2 1 . 2  
New I r e l and 5 . 6 1 1 . 2 1 0 . 3  1 3 . 7  
w New Br itain - 0 . 9 9 . 3  1 1 . 0 2 0 . 0 
E New Britain 1 6 . 3  2 1 . 9 2 9 . 1  1 9 . 6  
N S o l omon s 3 . 6 9 . 6 3 . 1 3 3 . 2  
TOTAL 3 . 7 1 3  .. 9 1 5 . 9  1 8 . l  
S ource : National Population Cen s us e s , 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 : 
s pe c i al tabul at ions ( ANU ) . 
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S ke ldon ' s  s tudy ( 1 9 7 6 )  s ugge s ted that the 1 9 7 1  census 
exaggerated the urb an populat ion , and that towns grew les s 
rap idly between 1 9 7 1  and 1 9 7 6 . Un fortunate ly , census data 
are of l imited use in determining the proc e s s  of change in 
urban population s . F i rs t ,  the censu s de f in ition o f  birth-
p lace ( distr ict o f  province ) make s  i t  impos s ible to d i s cover 
how many people we re born in each town . Cons equent ly , the 
number o f  town res ident s  who are mi gr ants c annot be accu-
rate ly me as ured . E i ther it i s  a s s umed tha t  a l l  are migran t s , 
or migrants can be de fined acco rding to the de scription 
given in the per iod of re s idence que s tion , a person re s iding 
in the town , but born in a di strict o ther than that in 
whi ch the town is s ituate d .  This study us e s  the s econd 
de f in i t i on becaus e , with the f irs t , inter- urban compar i s on s  
are inva l i d  s ince some urban boundar ies  inc luded s everal 
. b · 1 1 1 5  per i - ur an v i  age s . Here , a l l  people from d i s tr icts  
other than that which inc ludes the town are migrants . 
However thi s  de s cription i s  not entirely s at i s factory 
be� ause it e xc l udes everyone from the s ur rounding di s tr ict , 
whether they ar e short d i s t ance migrants o r  non -mi grants . 
The s e  people account f or over h a l f  o f  the indi g enous popula-
tion in n ine o f  the t owns whi ch are provin c i al headquar ter s . 
S e condly , cens us data do not show whe re mi grants living 
in towns h ad lived pr evious ly . They are recorded a s  having 
moved from their d i s t r i c t  o f  birth (wh i ch , l acking other 
15 Thi s  prob lem af fected Rabaul in particular ( Varpiam and 
Jacks on , 1 9 7 6 ) . 
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in format i on , i s  a s sumed to b e  rura l )  but many may have 
s tayed in othe r towns prior to s ettl ing in the ir pl ace s  
o f  enume r at ion i n  1 9 7 1 . The perio d  o f  res idence que s t ion 
in 1 9 7 1  c annot even be used to mea s ure the rate of turnover 
o f  the urban mi grant p opulations because in 1 9 6 6  b irthp lace 
was de fined by province . 1 6  Thi s  is an obvious di sadvanta ge 
in inve s t i gat ing e ither s tep o r  circular migr at i on . 
The main towns o f  e ach province in 1 9 7 1  var ied a great 
dea l  both in total population and in the popul ation of the 
are a whi ch they admini s tered . They ranged f ro m  P ort Moresby , 
with an indigenous population o f  a lmo s t  6 0  O O O , o r  one- third 
of the population of Centra l Provinc e , to Kimbe , with on ly 
1 0 0 0 peop le ·, repres e nt i ng 1 . 7 per cent of the We s t  New 
B ri ta in population ( Tab le 2 . 1 0 ) . Al l the h ighland s pro -
vince s and Wes t  Sepik had very sma ll  urb an population s  corn-
pared to the number o f  peopl e  in the p rovince . The se 
d i f f e ren c e s  a re due to contr a s t s  in the length , and local 
character i s t ic s , o f  co loni al contact , and in the leve l o f  
non- trad i t ional e conomic deve lopment . Where p lantations 
were e stab l ishe d  on a l arge s cale , the in f l ux of Europeans 
c aus e d  the growth o f  r e l at ive ly l arge towns o f fering a 
va�iety o f  se rvi ce s , b ut where suc h  deve lopment was lacking 
thi s  d id not o ccur . I n  the h ighl ands t hi s  h e lp s to explain 
1 6  The s e  data c an be used to compare population turnove r 
for e ach province ( see Skel don , 1 9 7 7 : 9 - 1 5 ) , but they 
c annot s how where migrants were going , and cer tainly 
do not di stingui s h  between movement wit h in the urban 
se ctor , and c i rcular migr ation between the urban and 
rural vi l lage s ectors . 
Town Male 
Daru 2 9 3 0 
Kererna 1 4 0 0  
Port Moresby 3 6  5 9 0 
Alotau 1 4 5 1  
Popondetta 2 4 6 9  
Men d i  1 4 1 7  
Mt H agen 5 3 7 9  
Kundi awa 1 2 4 4  
Goroka 6 2 8 5  
Lae 2 0  2 5 7  
Madang 9 1 9 0  
Wewak 7 8 0 0  
Vanirno 1 1 3 4 
Lorengau 2 3 8 1 
Kavien g 1 7 11 
Kirnbe 7 6 3  
Rabaul 1 3  1 7 0  
Arawa/ 8 0 2 7 P anguna/Kieta 
TABLE 2 .. 1 0  
IND IGENOUS POPULAT I ON 1 9  1 
PROVINCIAL URBAN HEADQUARTERS 
Female Total Mas.cul in i  ty Ratio 
2 5 8 5  5 5 1 5  1 . 1 
1 1 4 7 2 5 4 7  1 .  2 
2 2  9 7 3  5 9  5 6 3 1 .  6 
8 6 6  2 3 1 7  1 .  7 
1 6 6 7  4 1 3 6  1 .  5 
8 0 2 2 2 1 9  1 .  8 
3 8 7 8  9 2 5 7  1 . 4  
8 8 0 2 1 2 4  1 .  4 
4 2 2 3  1 0  5 0 8  1 .  5 
1 1  8 2 0  3 2  1 0 7 1 .  7 
5 5 0 5  1 4  6 9 5  1 .  7 
6 0 3 7  1 3  8 3 7  1 .  3 
6 1 5  1 7 4 9  1 . 8  
1 5 3 4  3 9 1 5  1. . 6 
1 0 8 6  2 7 9 7  1. . 6 
2 4 0  1 0 0 3  3 .. 2 
9 2 2 3 2 2  3 9 3 1 . 4 
9 7 4  9 0 0 1  8 . 2  
Population ( % ) 
Population o f  Province 
7 . 8  
4 .. 4 
3 3 . 9  
2 . 1  
6 . 3 
1 . 2  
2 . 7 
1 .  3 
4 . 4  
1 3 . 3  
8 . 7  
7 . 7  
1 .  9 
1 6 . 1  
4 . 8  
1 . 7  
2 0 . 7  
1 0 . 0  
S o urc e : Nation a l  Populat ion Cen s us , 1 9 7 1  ( Bureau o f  S tati stic s ,  1 9 7 4 ) . 
'° 
Ul 
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the contrast be tween Moun t  Hagen and Goroka on the one 
hand , and Mendi and Kundi awa on the o the r . Sma l l  provinci al 
towns l ike Mendi and Kundiawa have a further di sadvantage 
in that they have l i tt l e  private sector activi ty , and very 
. ' d th ub l ' . 1 7  · few emp loyment openings e xi s t  out s i  e e p i c  service . 
Job opportun i t i e s  for uns k i l led workers who , in the Southern 
High l ands and S imbu , make up the bulk o f  the population , 
are very l imited . 
I n  a l l  the mai n  towns men greatly o utnumber women , 
although the mas culini ty rat i o  i n  l on g- e s tab l i shed centres 
s uch as Daru or Ke rema approache s the n ational ave rage of 
1 . 1  ( Tabl e  2 . 1 0 ) . New towns l ike Kimbe and Arawa/Panguna/ 
Kieta1 8  have very high mas cul inity ratio s and , s ince they 
have by far the l arge s t  i n-migrant p opulation ( Tab le 2 . 1 1 )  
thi s  i s  a good indicato r  o f the stab i l i ty o f  the urban 
population . Migrants i n  towns tend to h ave much h i gher 
mas cul i ni ty r atio s than ' non-mi grants ' .  Tab l e  2 . 1 1 shows 
that in eve ry town the ratio for migrants i s  much higher 
than it is for the population a s  a who le , and i n  Arawa/ 
P anguna/Kieta migrant men outnumber mig r ant women by f i fteen 
to one . 
Ana ly s i s  o f  the or igins o f  urban popu l at i on s  produc e s  
some evi dence on two important ques tion s ; f i r s t , the 
1 7  Jack s on ( 1 9 7 6b : l 4 )  s hows that there i s  a high negative 
corr e l at ion between the s i ze o f  a town and i t s  dependence 
on government emp loyment - the sma l l e r  the town , the more 
dominant the inf luence of the admin i stration as an emp loyer .  
1 8  The mai n  cen s us tabu lations c l as s i fy the se a s  one town , 
a lthough Kieta existed be fore the s tart o f  the copper 
pro j ec t .  
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TABLE 2 .. 1 1  
IND I GENOUS POPULAT I ON , 1 9 7 1  - MI GRANTS AS % OF TOTAL 
Town Male Female Tot a l  Mas culin ity Rat io ( Mi grants )  
Daru 2 7 . 2  1 7 . 7  2 2 . 7  1 .  7 
Kerema 4 7 . 0  3 7 . 5  4 2 . 7  1 .  5 
Port More sby 6 7 . 5  5 2  .. 8 6 1 . 8 2 . 0 
Alo tau 7 8 . 5  7 0 . 8  7 5  .. 6 1 .  9 
P opondetta 5 1 . 6 3 5 . 5  4 5 . 1  2 . 2  
Men d i  6 1 . 0 4 9 . 5  5 6 . 8  2 . 2  
Mt Hagen 4 9 . 9  3 5 . 6  4 3 . 9  2 . 0 
Kundi awa 5 4 . 9  4 1 . 2 4 9 . 2  1 .  9 
Gorok a 5 7 . 0  4 1 .  0 5 0 . 6 2 . 1  
Lae 6 5 . 4  5 3 . 8  6 1 .  2 2 . 1 
Madang 6 0 . 3  4 8 . 3  5 5 . 8  2 . 0 
Wewak 5 1 . 3 4 3 . 4 4 7 . 7  1 . 7 
Vanimo 6 4 . 2  5 1 . 1  5 9 . 6  2 . 3  
Loreng·au 3 9 . 4  2 1 . 5 3 2 . 4  2 . 9  
K avien g 5 3 . 9  2 9 . 7  4 4 . 5  2 . 9  
Kimbe 7 6 . 9  6 3 . 7  7 3 . 8  3 . 8 
Rabaul 5 6 . 2  3 3 . 0  4 6 . 4  2 . 4  
Arawa/ 8 8 . 9  4 9 . 0  8 4 . 6 1 5 . 0  P anguna/Kieta 
S o urce : Nationa l  Population Cen s us , 1 9 7 1 : spe c ial 
tabu l at i on s  ( ANU ) . 
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s i gn i f i c ance o f  s hort d i s tance movement and se condly , the 
importance of s tep migr at ion . In  mo s t  towns migrants come 
mainly from the p rovince in whic h  the town l i e s 1 9  
( Appendix C ,  Tab le D ) . Kimbe and Kavieng are the main 
e xceptions to t h i s  rul e . Kimbe was very recen tly e s t ab-
l ished in 1 9 7 1  and had a l argely migrant population of 
government workers with varied regiona l o r igins . Kavieng 
app arent ly had few migr ants from New I re land P rovince 
becaus e the cen sus de f in i tion e xc l ude s a l l  those born in 
the Kavieng D i s tr i ct . S ince most migran t s  in towns are 
from the provinces which they admin i s ter , we might a s s ume , 
as othe r s  have previous ly ( e . g .  Garnaut , 1 9 7 7 : 11- 1 2 ) , that 
the movement to towns is predominantly short dis tance . 
Howeve r thi s a s s umpt i on i gnores two importan t  points : 
movement from e ach province to towns e l sewhere , and the pre-
vious movements o f  those enumerated in urban areas in 1 9 7 1 .  
For the country as  a who le , only 3 2 . 8  per cent o f  men and 
3 9 . 1  per cen t  o f  women who were migrants in towns were 
actual ly l iving in towns with i n  the i r  home province . Over 
4 0  per cent o f  male urban migr ants from Centr a l , Morobe , 
East New Br itain and North S o l omon s  P rovi nce s we re in 
adj acent urban centre s , but for tho s e  from s ome other p ro-
vinces the proportions who had made thes e  short di stance 
movements were e xtremely low ( Gul f , 6 . 9 per cen t ; S imbu , 
8 . 6  per cent ; New I re l and , 5 . 4  per cent ; Wes t  New Brita in , 
1 9  Manus Province ha s no d i str ict s ub- divi s ions , thus by 
census def inition a l l  Manus- born re s idence in Lorengau 
are non-migran ts . 
Fig . 2 .. 9 Urban Dwel l i ng Migrants L iv i ng in Prov ince o f  B irth , 1 9 7 1  
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5 . 8  per c en t ) ( F i g . 2 . 9 ) . According t o  the census , many 
urban migrants move to centre s in other province s r ather 
than w ithin the i r  own p r ovince . In 1 9 7 1  Port More sby had 
the l arge s t  population of urban- dwe l l ing S imbu in the country , 
and the S imbu male commun i t i e s  in both Goroka and Lae out­
numbered those of both migrants and ' non-m i grant s ' in 
Kundi awa . Thi s s ugge s ts that movement to towns i s  not pre­
dominant ly s hort di s tance . Because o f  the problem o f  
census de f ini tion o f  urban dwe l l ing mi grants ( s ee above , 
p .  9 3 ) , thi s  conclus ion must be accepted with res ervati on s , 
but the evidence i s  suf f i c i ent to show that migr ation to 
towns is i n fluenced by f actors addition a l  to d i s tanc e . 
I t  i s  prob ab le that migrat ion to d i s t ant urban centre s  
rather than tho s e  c lo se b y  i s  p artly a p ro duct o f  contro lled 
migration sy s tems , and a s s o c i ated chain mi gration networks .  
However a further important reason i s  the n ature of the 
urban hierarchy i t s e l f .  As noted , P apua New Guinean towns 
range wide ly in population , and town s i ze in the p a s t  was 
c lo s e ly r e l ated to the leve l o f  economi c deve lopment o f  the 
sur rounding area and the s i ze of the e xp atri ate popu l at ion . 
By 1 9 7 1  the urb an hierarchy con s i s ted o f  an upper l evel o f  
e i ght ' large towns ' ,  inc luding Port Moresby ; an inter­
med iate leve l of 15 towns whose popu l ations ranged f rom 
s li ghtly under 2 O O O  ( Vanimo )  to ove r  5 O O O  ( Daru) ; and 
a lower leve l of 2 4  towns , the sma ll e s t  o f  whi ch , Miak 
( Kark ar ) h ad on ly 5 4 7  people ( Ja ckso n , 1 9 7 6b : 5 - 1 2 ) . As 
Jackson noted , the rank- s i ze rule shows a di s tinct bre ak 
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between the upper and intermedi ate leve ls , and upper leve l 
town s are be coming increas ingly dominant . All e ight main 
towns , e xcept for Arawa/Pangun a/Kieta , were e s tab li shed 
p rimar i ly a s  admini strative c entre s , but have succeeded in 
attracting a con s i derab le amount of p rivate enterprise 
deve lopment . They h ave more varied emp loyment opportu­
nities  than the sma l ler town s , whe re admini s tration remains 
the main funct i on ( see above , p .  9 6 ) and it is hardly sur­
pri s in g  that they attract people from more di s t ant areas 
as we l l  a s  people from adj acent p art s of the i r  own province . 
An urb an h ierarchy o f  thi s type , with s trong central i ­
s ation in larger centre s , may not form a suitable framework 
for the deve lopment o f  s te p  migrati on be cause migrants tend 
to go d i re ct ly to the large r , more attractive centre s . 
Other f actors whi ch di s courage s tep mi grat ion are various 
forms of di re c ted mevement ,  the operation of chain mi grat ion , 
and the l ack o f  a tran spcrt network l inking a l l  towns in 
the urban sys tem . I f  s tep mi grat ion we re to t ake p lace , 
i t  would invo lve succe s s i ve upward movement s  i n  the urban 
hierar chy to Port Moresby , the c ap i ta l . Cen s us data do 
not permi t  d irect tes t ing o f  the exi sten ce of simp le step­
mi grat i on between the three hierarchi ca l leve l s , but some 
indire c t  evidence o f  c omp le x  s tep migration come s from 
e xamini ng the birthpl ace o f  migrants in Port Moresby . 
I n  1 9 7 1  Por t  More sby ' s  migrants c ame f rom a l l  parts 
of P apua New Guinea ,  but the maj o rity were from within Papua . 
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I f  the re l ative s i ze s  o f  migran t  population s 2 0  are compared 
· h h d '  2 1  f h 
· f P b wit t e i s tance o eac  province r om ort Mores y ,  
the rel ations hip i s  highly s igni f ic an t  ( r  = + 0 . 7 0 ) . Thus 
di s t ance is a main inf luence on migration to P ort Moresby . 
I f  s tep mi grati on a l s o  operate s ,  then migrants in Port 
More sby wi l l  be more l ike ly to c ome from thos e d i s tr i cts 
o f  each province which inc lude towns , part i c ul ar ly l arge 
towns or town s in the interme d i ate category , than from 
tho s e  d i s tr i c t s  with no urban centre s . F i g .  2 . 1 0  shows 
some evidence for this . Among the b irthp l aces o f  mig-rants 
from We s tern and Gul f  P rovinc e s , Daru and Kerema d i stricts 
are the mo s t  s trongly represented . S imi l a r ly Mendi ,  
Kundi aw a , Goro k a , Lae , Madan g , Wewak ,  Vanimo , and Kavieng , 
are al l more hi ghly repres ented among the b irthp laces o f  
Port More sby ' s  migr ant s  than are o ther d i st r i c t s  o f  their 
provin c e s . However other di s tricts whi ch contain important 
towns - Mount H agen , P oponde tta , Mi lne B ay , Rabau l , and 
Kieta - have very few repre sentat ives in the c apital . On 
the b a s i s  of thi s  evidence it appears that s tep migration 
may take p la ce from s o m e  parts o f  the coun try , al though thi s 
c anno t  be proved conclus i ve ly f rom the c en sus d ata a lone . 
I t  i s  equal ly p o s s i b le that the h igher repre sentation o f  
d i s tr i c t s  with sma l l e r  towns in P o r t  Moresby s hows that the 
peopl e  from the se are a s  have better a cc e s s  to information , 
and are more l ikely to have moved to the c ity . Without 
2 0  E xp re s sed as the percentage of peop l e  bo�n in that pro­
vince who were l iving in Port Mores by . 
2 1  Mea sured by cos t  o f  a i r  trave l  to the main town o f  e ach 
provinc e . 
F i g  .. 2 .. 1 0  Di s tr ic t  o f  Origin o f  Port Moresby ' s  Popu la tion , 1 9 7 1  ( Re s i dents 
in Port More sby as % Total Popu l a ti on Born i n  Di s tri c t ) 
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further e vi dence , n o  def in i te c on c l us ion c an b e  reached . 2 2  
S IMBU AND NEW I RELAND MI GRATI ON 
I nte rna l  mi gration in P apua New Guinea ha s o ccurred in 
re spons e  to regiona l inequalities in the d i str ibut i on o f  
res o ur c e s  and population . S ome province s have emerged as 
maj or migran t  s ource areas whi l e  othe r s  have become important 
des tination s . S imbu and New I r e l and are examp le s  of the se 
two contrastin g  type s . S imbu had a high l eve l o f  out-
migration in 1 9 7 1 , wi th many men and women l iving in rura l 
non-v i l lage and urban c entres i n  o ther p rovinc e s . Re lati ve ly 
few in-migrants had s ettled in S imbu ,  which l acks economi c 
development in both the rural and the urban s ector s , and 
has few emp loyment prospects . New I r e l and , a more sparsely 
populated province , had a low rate of out-migration , but in-
migran t s  accoun ted for over 1 5  per cent o f  the provincial 
populati on . The in-mi grants were uns k i l led l abourers who 
provided the workers needed by the l arge numb e r  o f  fore ign -
owned p lantations which h ave been estab l i shed in New I re l and 
2 2  Ridde l l ' s  study of migration in S ierr a  Leone ( 1 9 7 0 )  
s howed that movement to Freetown came di sproportionately 
f rom areas  whi ch focus sed on provinci a l  capita ls . He 
deduced from thi s  that complex s tep migration did o ccur 
f rom s ome part s  o f  the coun try , but because he was 
us ing cens us data hi s a s s umption was s t i l l b ased entire ly 
on indi re c t  evidence . More recently he has shown with 
a Markov chain- type analys i s  that perfect s tepw i se 
movements took p lace i n  remote re g ion s , but that where 
intermedi ate c entre s exi s ted , lower o rder c entres were 
short- c i rcuited . D i re c t  movement to F reetown occurred 
f rom areas near the c ap ital ( H arvey and Riddel l ,  1 9 7 5 ) . 
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for o ve r  7 0  years . De spite the bas i c  contra sts  between 
S imbu and New I re l and mi gration , two simi l ar i ti e s  exi s t . 
F i r s t , mi grat ion from both provinces i s  apparently strongly 
in fluenced by d i stance ( al though the re lation ship for New 
I rel and i s  s tronger than that for S imbu ) . S econdly , both 
provinc e s  are admini s tered by sma l l  town s , with very l imited 
private s ecto r activity and a l ow leve l of services . I t  
rema i n s  to analy s e  S imbu and New I re land migr at ion i n  greater 
deta i l , to determine i f  the c on tras t s  between them c an be 
exp l ained through di f feren c e s  in the character i s t i c s  o f  
the i r  peopl e , a n d  t o  see i f  there i s  furthe r evidence o f  the 
oper at i on o f  migration proce s se s . 
S imbu 
P ub l i s hed data f rom the national popu lation census e s  
show that i n  1 9 7 1  mo s t  S imbu men who had left the provin ce 
l ived in the adj acent parts of the E a s te rn and We s te rn 
H ighland s , or in three of the more d i s t ant provin ces  -
Morobe , Centra l and North S o l omon s  ( Append ix C ,  Table B ) . 
S pec i a l  t abulations show that mos t  male out-migrants were 
in rur a l  non- vil l age centres , part i c ul ar ly in the Eastern 
and We stern H i gh lands and Wes t  New Britain , a l l  provinces 
which have p l antations and resettlement b lo ck s  to attract 
migrants (Appendix C ,  Tab le E ) . Few S imbu were in rural 
non- v il l age c entre s in other provinc es  with a l arge 
p l antation sector - Central , New Irel and , East New Britain 
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2 3  and North So lomons . The rema in ing S imbu men had moved 
e i ther within the r ur a l  vi l lage sector or to town s . Over 
8 0  per cent o f  tho se who were l iving in rural vi l lages 
were in the Wes tern H i gh lands Province . Thi s  i s  probab ly 
evidence o f  ' spontaneous rural res ettlement ' ,  previous ly 
des cribed by Toma s etti ( 19 6 6 )  and P loeg ( 1 9 7 5 ) . This move-
men t , whi ch i s  not in i t s e l f  traditional ,  t akes p lace when 
S imbu men who be long to tribe s whi ch lack s uf f ic i ent 
s ui tab le land for c as h  cropping , e xp l o i t  k in ship ties to 
a cq ui re l and in the Wahg i Val ley of the Wes te rn H i gh l and s . 
Heaney ( 1 9 7 7 ) has recently s a i d  that some o f  these men are 
emp loyed on a c a s ual basi s  by We stern H i gh l anders w ith large 
c ash crop ho l dings . The 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  censu s e s  show that 
the S imbu male pop ulation in Western H ighl ands vil lage s 
doubled between tho s e  years , al though it  i s  pos sible that 
the se f i gures have been wrongly e s t imated due to probl ems 
wi th the census s ample ( see above , p .  5 4 ) .  
In  Central and Morobe P rovince s ,  mo st S imbu were l iving 
in towns , and a l arge number of S imbu in the E a stern and 
We s te rn H i ghl ands and in North So lomons Provinc e  had a l s o  
s ettled in ,urban area s . The dec l ine o f  r ural non-vi l l age 
de s tinat i on s  in d i s tant provinces , and the increase in 
importance of towns , 2 4  may be a s soc i a te d  w i th the tran s ition 
from agreement to non- agreement migr at ion . Thi s  c annot be 
s hown by the c en s us data , but Department o f  Labour data show 
2 3  There were more S imbu men in both New I re l an d  and E a s t  
New B r itain i n  1 9 6 6  than i n  1 9 7 1 .  
2 4  In 1 9 6 6  only 1 6  per c ent o f  S imbu mal e  mi grants we re in 
town s , but in 1 9 7 1  32 per c ent were urban res ident s . 
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that i n  1 9 6 6 , 3 7  per cent o f  S imbu i n  the monetary sector 
workforce were unde r  agreement , whi le in 1 9 7 1  the f igure 
2 5  had dropped to 1 0  pe r cent . 
Many more S imbu women moved to rural v i l lage s , mainly 
to adj a cent pro vinces  - E a s tern and Wes t er n  H i gh l ands and 
Madang . We can a s sume that mos t  o f  tho s e  move s o ccurred 
on marr iage and we re there fore tradit iona l , al though aga in 
the c en s us data may under- or over- e s t imate the s igni f i-
c ance o f  thi s  type o f  migrat ion ( s ee above , p .  5 4 ) . In 
1 9 7 1  over 3 5  per cent o f  mi grant S imbu women were in rural 
n on- vi l lage centre s ,  c oncentrated part i cul arly in the 
E a s tern and Wes tern H i gh lands and Wes t  New Brita in . Whi le 
thi s  movement i s  prob ab ly a s s oc i ated with f ami ly mi gration , 
thi s  c annot be proven from the cen s us data . Tho se women 
who were l iving in towns were a l s o  concentrated in nearby 
p rovin c e s , but there was a l arge co lony in Port More sby . 
Altogether , mor e  S irnb u  women than S imbu men h ave been s hort 
d i st ance mi grants . 
I n  1 9 7 1  the re were over seven t imes as many out-
migrants f rom S imbu a s  there were in-mi grant s  in the province . 
Mos t  o f  S imbu ' s  in-migrants were from a dj acent provinces , 
and , s ince many had moved within the rural vi l l age sector 
i t  c an be i n fe rred in the case o f  women at leas t , that they 
were traditional marri age migrants ( Appendi x  C ,  Table F ) . 
2 5  The se e s t imate s were derived from Department o f  Labour 
returns for 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  and the Reg i s ter of Agreements , 
Department o f  Labour , Goroka . 
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P apuan and i s land province s  contr ibuted on ly a few in­
migran t s , and the s e  l ived in the rura l non-v i l lage -centre s 
and town s . Although S imbu ' s  rur a l  non- vi l l a ge s ector has 
no p l antation s , and c on s i sts a lmo s t  enti re ly of  mi s s ion 
s t ations , s chool s  and sma l l  admini strative centre s ,  the 
in-migran t s  in that s ector s t i l l  o utnumb e red thos e  in 
Kundi aw a  - a r e f l ec t ion o f  the low leve l  o f  urbani sation 
in the provinc e . 
F i g . 2 . 1 1 summari s e s  the S imbu migrati on s treams . 
By f ar the greate s t  net los s o f  popu l at ion i n  1 9 7 1  wa s to 
the Wes tern and Ea s tern H i gh l ands , but the los s to towns in 
Morob e  and Central P rovince s was a l s o  s igni f ic ant . 
The characte r i s t i c s  of  migran t s  who make up migration 
s treams out o f  and into S imbu vary by age , s e x  and e ducati on . 
As T ab l e  2 . 2 s howe d , the mas cu l in i ty ratio o f  a l l  S imbu 
o ut-migran t s  was 2 . 1 i n  1 9 7 1 , whi le that o f  in-migrants 
was 1 . 5 .  A l tho ugh the mas culinity ratio o f  S imbu o ut­
migrants was lower than the national average ( 2 . 6 ) , the 
imb a l an c e  in the sex ratio s ti l l  s ugges t s  tha t  many men 
mus t  b e  moving without their fami l ie s . In  c ontras t ,  many 
in-mig rants to S imbu appe ar to br ing the ir f ami l i e s  with 
them . The h i gh mas cu linity r at io o f  the o ut-migrants has 
reduced the mas culini ty r atio of non-migrants in S imbu to 
0 . 9 9 .  As Table E (Append i x  C )  shows the mas c ul inity rat i o s  
o f  some migration s treams from S imbu were extreme ly high , 
whi le in other s  the s e x  ratio was more evenly balanced . 
Among mi gran t s  to the i sl and provinces apart from Wes t  New 
F ig . 2 . 1 1  S imbu - Net Migra tion by Sector o f  Re s idence , 1 9 7 1  
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Britain the mas cul inity rat io was 2 2 . 7 ,  whi le that of 
migrants to the Ea s tern H i gh lands was on ly 1 . 4 .  
Both out-migrants and in-migrants di f f ered from the 
res ident S imbu-born population in age- s tructure . S irnbu ' s 
out-migrants were predominan t ly young adults between the 
a ge s o f  1 5  and 2 9  ( F i g . 2 . 1 2 ) , and thi s char acte r i s tic wa s 
more marked among men than among women . The i r  dependency 
rati o  was only 0 . 4 , extremely low compared to the national 
ave r age for P apua New Guinea of 1 . 3 .  Be caus e out-migration 
i s  age s e l ective , the dependency rat i o  o f  non-migrant S imbu 
was ab ove average ( 1 . 8 ) . In-mi grants who settle in S imbu 
h ad a more norma l a ge- structure , and a comparat i ve ly high 
percentage were chi ldren , which i s  a further indication o f  
f ami ly migra tion . 
F inally , o ut-migrants and in-migrants to S imbu d i ffered 
both from each other and from the re s ident pop ul ation in 
leve l o f  fo rmal education . Among the S irnbu-bo rn in the 
province , 8 4 . 7  per cent o f  the men and 9 4 . 4 per cent o f  the 
women had no formal educ at i on , and hardly any had four o r  
more years o f s e c ondary s choo l ing (Appendix c ,  Tab le G ) . 
In contrast , 2 7  per cent o f  S imbu out-migrants were educ ated , 
and over 8 0  per cent o f  the S imbu men and women with f in a l  
year s econdary or tertiary qua l i f i cations were living outs i de 
the ir natal province . 
In-migrant s who settled in S imbu had higher leve l s  o f  
educ ation than e i ther the non-migrant S imbu o r  the S irnbu 
out-migrant s . O f  the in-mi grant s , 5 9  per cent o f  the men 
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and 3 0  per cent of the women had s ome forma l training 
( Append i x  C ,  Tab l e  H ) , and over 15 per c en t  of the men had 
some se condary educ at ion . 
Age ,  s e x  and educa tion s e lective o ut-mi gr ation from 
S imbu af fects the structure of the non-mi gr a nt S i rr�u popu-
lation , e s pe c i al ly in the rur a l  vi l l age secto r . It reduces  
the number o f  ab le-bodied men to such an extent that in  
s ome v il l age s the res i dent communi ty may have d i ff i culty 
in per forming t asks invo lving he avy phy s ic al labour . 2 6  
The absence o f  virtual ly a l l  e ducated S imbu from vi l l ages 
make s i t  d i f f i c u l t  for the rema inde r to c ommuni cate wi th 
adrrini s tr at i on o f f ic i al s , and t o  unders t and the imp l i c a-
tions o f  modern forms of bus i ne s s  deve lopment in whi ch 
h d t t . . 2 7  t �ey  are now encour age o p a r  i c ipate . 
Spe c i a l  tab ul at ions prepared from the 1 9 7 1  census 
a l s o  reve a l  some of the contras ts  between di s tricts o f  
S imbu Province . I n  1 9 7 1  S imbu wa s sub-d ivided into five 
d i s t r i c t s , two o f  whi ch , Kundi awa and Kerowagi , are s erved 
by towns whi le the o ther three , Chuave , Gumine and Gembogl ,  
on ly have smal l admi ni s trat ive c entre s .  Kundi awa , Kerowagi 
and Chuave D i s tr i c t s  are comparative ly ac ce s s ib le bec aus e 
they l ie ne ar the H i gh l ands H ighway , b ut Gumine , Gembogl 
and the sparse ly popul ated Karimui are a , which is admini s tered 
2 6  DDA Cen suse s  for S in�u census divi s i on s  in 1 9 7 0 - 7 1  show 
that 3 5 . 9 per cent o f  men a gf2d between 1 6  and 4 5  were 
absent f rom the ir vi l l ages , and l iving in other provinc e s . 
2 7  Thi s  prob l em i s  d i s cus sed in Howlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 
4 0- 4 2 ; 1 7 2 - 1 7 4 . 
1 1 3  
directly from Kundiawa , are more remote . S imbu d i s tricts 
di f fered cons iderably in the ir leve l s  o f  out-migration 
( Tab le 2 . 1 2 ) . Only 1 2  per cent o f  the men from Chuave 
and nine per cent f rom Gumine were out-migrant s , but at 
lea s t  2 0  pe r cent o f  tho s e  from the o ther three d i s tr icts 
were l iving e l sewhere . Very few women had left e ither 
Gumine or Gembogl . Wh i le in every c a s e  the main movements 
were to the Wes tern and Eas tern Highlan ds , more people 
from Kerowagi and Gumine we re in the Wes tern Highlands . 
The ma j or ity o f  thos e  from Chuave and Gembog·l were in the 
E as t ern H i gh lands , and Kundiawa peop l e , central ly located , 
went to b oth . For tho s e  who had moved with in the rural 
v i l l age s ec tor , thi s  i s  further evidence for trad itional 
migra t i on , because people from the s e  spec i fi c  d i s tr icts 
are known to have k in s h ip l inks with nearby province s . 2 8  
Migrants who moved to more di s t ant provinc es  c ame from 
d i s tinc t  source d i strict s . For examp l e , Central and North 
S ol omons Provin ces had very few in-migrants from Gembogl 
D i s tri ct , whi le mos t  migrants in Wes t  New B r i ta in were from 
Kundiawa and Gembogl D i strict s . S uch d i f ferences sugges t  
the operation o f  chain migration , but this c annot b e  proven 
from the census d ata . 
In a l l  d i s tr ic t s , male o ut-mi grants o utnumbered females , 
but the mas culinity r atios varied widely , from 7 . 0  ( Gumine ) 
2 8  S ee Howlett , 1 9 6 2 : 1 3 3 ; B rookf i e l d  and Brown , 1 9 6 3 : 7 8 ;  
P loeg , 1 9 7 5 : 4 0 - 4 5 ; and F i le 1 2- 1- 4 ,  S imbu Provinci a l  
O f fi ce , Kundiawa , for further evidence o f  these movements .  
TABLE 2 . 1 2 
S IMBU - DI STRICT OF B I RTH BY PROVINCE OF RES IDENCE , 1 9 7 1  
District o f  Chuave 
B irth 
Gumine Kerowag i  
Province of Male s Females Male s Females Mal e s  Females 
Re s idence No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
We s tern - - - - 1 o . o  - - - - 1 0 . 0  
Gul f 7 0 . 1  - - - - - - 1 7  0 . 2  4 0 . 0  
Central 1 6 1  1 .  4 1 6  0 . 1 4 4 8  1 .  8 5 9  0 . 3  2 0 5  2 . 0 3 3  0 . 3 .. 
Mi lne B ay 1 o . o 1 o . o 2 o . o - - 3 o . o  - -
Northern 7 1  0 . 6  6 0 . 1 - - - - 9 0 . 1 - -
S H i gh l ands 2 3  0 . 2  1 2  0 . 1 2 o . o  - - 2 9  0 . 3 2 9  0 . 3 
W H i gh l ands 2 5 6  2 . 2 1 32 1 .  2 1 0 2 7  4 . 1 1 6 4  0 . 8 1 2 6 7  1 2 . 2  1 0 1 5  9 .  8 
S imbu 10 4 1 4  8 7 . 9  1 0  3 9 9  9 1 . 7 2 2  6 3 3  9 0 . 9 2 1  5 1 4  9 8 . 5  8 1 2 6  7 8 . 0  9 O O O  8 6 . 7  
E Highlands 3 1 2 2 . 6 6 4 7  5 . 7 2 4 6  1 .  0 6 4  0 . 3  1 7 2  1 .  7 1 1 8  1 . 1  
Mo robe 2 0 1  1 .  7 9 0  0 . 8 5 3  0 . 2  1 9  0 . 1  2 1 7  2 . 1  7 9  0 . 8  
Madang 6 7  0 . 6 1 7  0 . 1 2 4  0 . 1 8 o . o  5 0  0 . 5  4 5  0 . 4  
E Sepik 1 3  0 . 1 9 0 . 1 4 0 . 0  4 o . o  1 2  O . l 8 0 . 1  
W Sepik 2 o . o 1 o . o - - - - 4 o . o 1 o . o 
Manus 2 o . o  - - 1 o . o  - - - - - -
New I reland 4 4  0 . 4  2 o . o 5 4  0 . 2  - - 3 5  0 . 3 1 0 . 0  
W New Britain 44  0 . 4  2 o . o  4 7  0 . 2  2 o . o  5 0  0 . 5  4 0  0 . 4  
E New B r i ta in 6 3  0 . 5  4 o . o  6 9  0 . 3 - - 2 0  0 . 2  2 o . o 
N Solomons 1 7 2  1 .  4 4 0 . 0 2 8 6  1 . 1 - - 2 0 3  1 .  9 8 0 . 1  
TOTAL 1 1  8 5 3  1 0 0  1 1  3 4 2  1 0 0  2 4  8 9 7  1 0 0  2 1  8 3 4 1 0 0  1 0  4 19 1 0 0  1 0  3 8 4  1 0 0  
Source : Nation a l  Popu l a tion Cens us , 1 9 7 1 : spe c i a l  t abul at ion s ( ANU ) . 
Kundi awa 
Males Females 
No.  % No . % 
6 o . o  1 o . o 
1 2  o . o  6 o . o  
9 5 7  2 . 5  1 6 6  0 . 5  
2 o . o  1 o . o 
4 4  0 . 1  1 5  o . o  
1 5 1  0 . 4  1 0 1  0 . 3 
2 1 3 5  5 . 6  1 6 6 8  4 .  8 
3 0  6 5 5  8 0 . 2  3 0  5 1 1  8 8 . 7  
1 5 3 5  4 . 0  9 3 9  2 . 7  
1 0 1 1  2 . 6 4 5 2  1 .  3 
2 0 7  0 . 5  9 2  0 . 3  
7 5  0 . 2  6 8  0 . 2  
1 4  o . o  1 0  o . o  
2 0 . 0  5 0 .  0 
2 7 5  0 . 7  1 4  o . o  
4 5 7  1 .  2 3 2 4  0 . 9  
1 6 8  0 . 4  2 3  0 . 1  
5 1 6  1 .  4 1 6  0 . 0  
3 8  2 2 2  1 0 0  3 4  4 1 2  1 0 0  
Gembog l 
Males Fema l e s  
No . % No . % 
- - - -
- - - -
2 2  0 . 3 2 o . o  
2 0 . 0 1 o . o  
7 0 . 1  1 o . o  
2 0 . 0  1 0 . 0  
6 0 6  7 . 5  3 6 4  4 . 6  
6 4 7 3  8 0 . 1  7 0 1 8  8 9 . 6  
7 1 0  8 .  8 3 0 6  3 . 9  
1 0 8  1 .  3 2 4  0 . 3  
2 1  0 . 3 2 0  0 . 3  
1 0 . 0  1 o . o  
l o . o  1 0 . 0  
- - - -
2 0 .  0 - -
1 0 8  1 .  3 8 7  1 . 1  
4 0 . 0 5 0 . 1  
1 2  0 . 1  - -
8 0 7 9 1 0 0  7 8 3 1 1 0 0  
1--' 
1--' 
..i::::. 
1 1 5  
TABLE 2 . 1 3 
S IMBU - D I S TRICT MASCULINI TY RAT IOS , 1 9 7 1  
D i s tr ict Mi gr ant Non-Migrant Total 
Chuave 1 .  5 1 .  0 1 .  0 
Gumin e  7 . 0 1 . 0  1 . 1 
Kerowagi 1 .  7 0 . 9 1 .  0 
Kundi awa 1 .  9 1 .  0 1 . 1 
Gembogl 2 . 0  0 . 9 1 .  0 
S our ce : National Population Census , 1 9 7 1 : 
s pe c i a l  tabulations (ANU )  . 
to 1 . 5 ( Chuave ) ( Tabl e  2 . 13 ) . I n  two di str ict s , Kerowagi 
and Gembogl , the r at io among the non-mi grant popul at ion 
had dropped to 0 . 9 , whi ch sugge s t s  that those two di stricts 
suff e r  mos t  from problems caused by s ex- s e le c tivity in 
migr ation . De spite the fact that far more men than women 
were absent from Gumine , the mas c ulinity ratio o f  non-
migrants remained re l at ively h i gh because the total number 
of o ut-mi grants was smal l . 
I n  Chuave and Gumine the tot a l  population , both re s ident 
and o ut-migran t , had h i gher propo rtions o f  people with no 
formal educ a t i on than tho se from other S imbu d i s tr icts , and 
only four out of a total Gumine male population o f  almo st 
2 5  O O O  had completed f our years o f  secondary s choo l ing . In 
a l l  five di s t r i c t s  s igni f i cant d i fference s oc curred between 
the average leve l o f  e ducation of mi grants and non-migrants .  
1 1 6  
A s  F i g . 2 . 1 3 shows , origin d i f ferent i al s 2 9  were most marked 
in the higher e ducationa l  leve l s , wh ich i s  to be exp ected 
becaus e , as  noted earlier , mo s t  educated S imbu were l iving 
out s ide the province . Ori g in di fferent i al s for the five 
d i s tr icts  d i ffered s igni f icantly for bo th men and women 
{ X 2 = 3 0 5  for men and 1 0 8  for women , d f  = 1 6 ) . Both Gumine 
and Gembogl Di stricts had a h i gher proport ion o f  uneducated 
o ut-migrant s than t he other three di s t r ic t s . In the c as e  
o f  Gumine thi s re f le c t s  the over a l l  low leve l o f  educat ion 
in the di s tr ic t , and b oth d is tr i c ts have e xtremely h i gh 
population den s i t i e s  in relation to s u i tab le cultivab l e  
land . Whi le the census c annot demon s tr ate the re l at ionship 
between the characteri s t i c s  o f  out-migr ants and fundamental 
prob lems such as  land s hortage , other s urvey s ( e . g .  DAS F , 
1 9 6 7 ;  Smith , 1 9 7 1  and 1 9 7 5 )  sugges t that the re may be a 
s trong connection in S imb u .  
Thes e  intra-p ro vinc ial  d i f ferenc e s  i n  mi grant charac-
teri s t i c s  are r e f l e c te d  in the type s o f  de s tination where 
peopl e  have s e ttled . As the more general ana ly s i s  showed 
2 9  O r i g in d i f f erent i a l s  comp are the d i f f erence in each 
c ategory o f  the var i ab l e  under cons i deration between the 
o ut-mi grant and non -migrant populati on born in the s ame 
are a . 
0 · · d ' ff  t '  1 % o f  migr an t  pop . - % o f  non-mig .  pop . r i g in l eren i a  = % o f  non-migr ant pop . 
D e s t ination d i f fe rent i al s , which are calculated in the 
s ame way , mea sure the di f fe rence between the in-migrant 
and non-migr ant populat ion l iving in  the same area 
( Uni ted Na tions , 1 9 7 0 : 4 5 -4 8 ) .  
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F i g . 2 . 1 3 Education Di f fe rential s Be tween 
Out-Migrants and Non-Migrants , 
S imbu Di s tr i c ts , 1 9 7 1  
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( s ee above , p .  8 2 ) ,  people l iving in towns on average had 
high er leve l s  of fo rmal education than thos e  who 1 1ved in
. 
rural non- vil lage centre s , and mas cu l in ity ratios in the 
towns were lowe r . A h i gh proportion o f  o ut-migrant males  
from Kerowagi ,  Kundiawa and Chuave D i s tr i c t s , more o f  whom 
had been to s choo l , were in town s . In contras t ,  almo s t  
7 5  p e r  cent o f  a ll the men absent from Gumine and Gembogl 
D i s t r i ct s , who had l ittle educat ion , wer e  l iving in rural 
non-vi l lage centre s ( Fi g . 2 . 1 4 ) . However , whi l e  Gumine men 
were in rur a l  non-v i l l age centre s in d i s tant province s ,  for 
e xampl e  Central P rovince , Gembog l  men were mai nly in  adj acent 
h i gh lands province s  or in Wes t  New B r i ta i n . T h i s  s ugge s t s  
that Gumine men were s t i l l  mi grating a s  agreement labourers , 
but Gembogl men were on re settlement b locks or had moved 
independently to work on nearby plantation s .  Thi s c annot 
be proven from the cens us data , but Department of Labour 
data for 1 9 7 1  pro vi de s  some con f irmation s ince mos t  S irnbu 
agreement worke r s  in  thi s year c ame from the r emote S a lt 
and Nomane c en s us d ivis ions o f  Gumine . 3 0  
F ar mor e  women than men had moved to o ther rural 
vi l lage s , but thi s type of movement , whi ch is probably 
l arge ly trad it iona l , was p ar t i c u larly important for women 
from Kerowagi and Chuave . O therw i s e  mos t  women had moved 
to town s . The r e  i s  no  reason to a s s ume that those with 
higher leve ls  of educ ation had a greater tendency to settle 
in the towns becaus e ,  as  noted abo ve ( p . 8 2 ) ,  f ew women 
3 0  Reg i s ter of Agreements , 1 9 5 0- 1 9 7 5  ( Department of Labour , 
Goroka ) . 
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have entered the work force , and their typ e s  o f  mi grat ion 
do not nece s s ar i ly d i f fe r  because o f  educat ional 
qua l i f ic at ion s . 
New I r e l and 
I n  1 9 7 1  every province had sma l l  numb e r s  of in-
migrants from New I r e l and , but the on ly l arge c oncentration 
was in  Eas t New B ritain . Spe c i al census tabulations s how 
that mos t  out-migrant New Ire lande r s  were urban dwe l lers 
( Appendix C ,  Tab le I ) , concentrated in Central , Morobe and 
E a s t  New B rita in P rovince s .  Approximately one- thi rd were 
in rural non-vi l lage c entres , mainly in ne i ghbour ing East 
and We s t  New Br itain . Only 1 6  per cent o f  New Ire land ' s  
out-mi grant s were r e s ident in the rural v i l lage s e c tor , 
and o f  thes e  over 4 0  per cent were enume r at ed in the Sepik 
province s .  This  probab ly re s ulted from fo rmer Sepik mi grants 
to N ew Ireland return ing home with the i r  N ew I rel and born 
f ami l ie s . 3 1  Although the census s hows that migr at ion in 
the rura l vil lage s e c tor wa s in s ign i f ic ant , we c annot a s s ume 
on thi s  e vidence that traditi onal mi gration has on ly a 
minor ro le in New I re land movement .  Becaus e the p rovince 
i s  a d i stant archipe l ago , such movement must b e  l arge ly 
intra- provinc i a l . 
3 1  Thi s  i s  an e xamp le o f  the counter s tream de scribed by 
Lee ( 1 9 6 9 ) and s upports Lee ' s  argument that such counter­
s treams are re l ated to c ircular migrat ion . 
1 2 1  
New I r e l and ' s  in-migrants outnumbere d  o ut-migrants 
by mor e  than two to one ( Appendix C ,  Table J ) . Over 8 0  
per cent o f  the men c ame from the high lands , the S epik pro-
vince s , Morobe and E a s t  New Bri ta in . Men from the highl ands 
and the Sepik acco unted for 7 0  per cent of the out-mi grant s  
who l i ve d  i n  the rura l non-v i l lage sector and , it can be 
a s s ume d , were l arge ly p l antation labour er s . This s ector in 
New I r e land a l s o  inc luded an important sma l l  administrat ive 
centre , Namatan ai , whe re in-migrant s from P apuan and i s land 
province s were p re s umably l iving . Papuan s  and i s lander s 
a c c ounted for o ver 4 0  per cent o f  the male in-migrants 
1 . . . . 3 2  b t f th t ' k f d th iving in Kavi eng ,  u men rom e E a s  Sepi orme e 
l arge s t  provinc ial  migrant commun ity in town . Almo s t  a 
quarter o f  the men and over 4 0  per cent o f  the women were 
l iving in rur al vi l l ages . Although the large s t  s ingle 
g roup in thi s  sector came from E a s t  New B r it a in , many were 
born in Morobe and the S ep ik province s .  Presumab ly they 
or i g inal ly c ame to New I re land as p l anta ti on labourer s ,  but 
later s ettled on New I re l and vil l age l and rather than 
return ing home on comp l e tion o f  the i r  con tracts . 3 3  F i g . 2 . 1 5 
show s  that in  general New Ireland ' s  net population gain s  
have been i n  the rur a l  non-v i l l age sector , e s pe c ial ly from 
high l and and New Guinea coastal provinc e s , and i t s  only 
32 Kavieng wa s the on ly town in the urban sector of New 
I re land in 1 9 7 1 . 
3 3  The rural mi c ro - s t udy in New I reland s hows that whi l e  
s ome o f  thes e  men marry New Ireland wive s  and a r e  ab sorbed 
into the vi l lage communi ty , other s  gain p e rmi s s ion to 
s e tt l e  as  independent group s , and l ater br ing thei r  
fami l i e s  from home t o  j o in them ( se e  Chapte r 5 )  . 
G a i n  
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lar ge net lo s s e s  were t o  town s in E as t  New Britain and 
Central P rovinc e s . 
Out-migrants from New Ire land had a mas culinity ratio 
of only 1 . 5 ,  con s i de rably lower than the national average 
o f  2 . 6 .  This  s uggests  that many men were accompanied by 
the ir fami l i e s  when they moved . In contra s t , mos t  in­
migrant s ,  among s t  whom men outnumbered women by over s ix 
to one , moved alone . Thi s  characte r i s t i c  was mos t  marked 
among h ighlander s ,  for whom the mas cul inity ratio was 2 0 . 4 .  
In the rural non- v i l l age s ec tor as a who l e , the mas cu l in i ty 
rat i o  for in-migrant s was 1 2 . 8 ,  much h igher than for the 
corre sponding populat ions in e i ther the town or rura l 
vil lage s . 
The dependency ratio o f  New I re land ' s  out-migrants was 
only 0 . 5 ,  a s  mos t  wer e  in the 1 5  to 4 5  age gro up . Thi s  
characte r i s ti c  w a s  marked for both men and women { Fig . 2 . 1 6 ) 
and a s  a res ult New I re land born res i dents in the pr ovince 
had a h i gh dependency rat io ( 1 . 8 ) . Thi s non-migrant popula­
t ion inc luded a re lati ve ly large number of people aged 6 5  
and over , whi ch accords with van de Kaa ' s f in dings from the 
1 9 6 6  census that i s land populations had lower mortal i ty 
r ate s and h i gher leve l s  o f  l i fe expectancy than other p arts 
o f  P apua New Guinea ( 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 5- 1 3 8 ) . New I r e l and ' s  in­
migrant s , l ike her out-migrants , were ma inly young adult s .  
New Ire l anders have had more formal e duc ation than 
have mo s t  provinc ial group s  in Papua New Guinea . In 1 9 7 1 , 
F ig ., 2 .. 1 6  
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5 4  pe r cent o f  the men and 4 7  per cent o f  the women born in 
-
New I r e l an d  had be en to s choo l , whi l e  the n at iona l average s 
were only 3 2  per cent and 2 2  per cent re spective ly . 
F i g . 2 . 1 7 shows the d i f fe rent i a l s  in education between the 
nat ional aver age , and the peop le born in S imbu and New 
I re lan d . Whi l e  both S imbu and New I re l ander s deviated 
f rom the average , they did so in oppos ite d i re ct ions , and 
the New I re l ande r s  were in an advantageous pos it i on whi l e  
the S imbu were d i sadvantaged . 
Out-migrant s  from New Ire land were , on the who le , mor e  
h i ghly educated than non-migrants and over 7 0  per cent o f  
men and women i n  the highe st educat ional l evel l ived e l s e-
wher e  (Append ix C ,  Table K ) . Howeve r  New I re l ande r s  a l so 
fo rmed the l arge s t  group o f  the mos t  h i gh ly educated 
people l iving in the province . Thi s i s  in d i s t inct con-
tras t  with S imbu where 8 0  per c ent of provinc i a l  re s idents 
w i th s econdary education were in-mi grant s . Despite the out-
migration o f  high ly e ducated New I r e l an de rs ,  many educated 
people had not moved . 
I n-mi grant men had l ower leve l s  o f  education than 
non-migran t  New I r e l an�er s ( Append ix C ,  Tab l e  L ) . Mos t  o f  
thos e  with n o  education were from the h i gh l an ds and New 
Guinea coa s ta l  region , whi le tho se fr om P apua were , on 
aver age , more highly educ ated than the r e s ident New 
I re lander s . New I re l and thus had two d i st inct gr oups o f  
in-migrant s , d i s t ingui shed o n  the bas i s  o f  provinc e  o f  b irth , 
l eve l o f  educat ion and a l s o ,  ( although this  i s  not ent i re ly 
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Fig . 2 . 1 7 Edu cation Di f ferenti a l s Between 
Simbu and New Ire land- Born , and 
the Nati ona l Popu l a tion , 1 9 7 1  
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c lear b e c aus e Namatana i was part o f  the rural non-vil lage 
s e ct or ) on the bas i s  of type of de s t inat i on - rural non-
vil lage ( plantation ) and town . 
In-migrant women in New Ireland d id not have the same 
education a l  characte r i s t i c s  as the men . The maj ority were 
educated and , i t  can be  a s s umed , a large propo rt ion were 
the dependents o f the highly e ducated P apuan and coasta l 
pub li c  s ervants . 
Out-migrat ion from New I re l and , l ike movement from 
S imbu , i s  h i ghly age , education , and , to a l e s s er extent , 
s ex s e le c t i ve . Rural v i l lages in New I r e l and have l a rge 
numb e r s  o f  chi ldren and o ld p eop le , and it i s  probab le 
that rura l  c ommunities  face potential problems in dea l ing 
with some aspects of every day l i fe . However , although 
tho s e  with highe r  l eve ls of education are abs ent , many o f  
tho s e  who r emain have been to s choo l , and are s u f f i ciently 
l ite rate to be ab le to commun i cate e a s i ly with out s iders 
and cope with the demands o f  present day e conomic and soc ial 
chan ge .  Intra -provinc ial  contra s t s  in New I r e land mi gration 
were les s  marked than in S imbu , but s t i l l  exi s ted . In 
1 9 7 1 N ew I r e l and was s ub- divided into only two d i s trict s , 
Kavieng and Namat anai , 3 4  both o f  which focus on admini s-
trat ive c entres linked by the 2 5 0  km long Bo lumins k i  
H ighway . Kavieng D i s tr ic t , more high ly deve loped and le s s  
3 4  Lamet d i s tr ic t , formerly part o f  Kavieng , has s ince 
been forme d .  
D i s t r i c t  
B ir th 
1 2 8  
TABLE 2 .. 1 4  
NEW I RELAND - D I S TRICT OF B I RTH BY 
PROVINCE OF RES IDENCE , 1 9 7 1  
o f  Kavieng Namatanai 
P ro vince of  Male s Fema l e s  Male s Fema l e s  
Res idence No .. % No . % No . % No . 
Wes tern 1 2  0 . 1  3 o . o - -
Gul f  1 5  0 . 1 1 3  0 . 1 - -
Central 2 5 8  1 . 4 1 1 5  0 . 7  7 3  0 . 8 
Mi lne B ay 9 o . o 1 2  0 . 1 1 0 . 0 
Northern 1 4  0 . 1 1 0  0 . 1  3 o . o  
S H i gh l an ds 1 0  0 . 1  1 0  0 . 1 6 0 . 1  
W H i gh l ands 6 1  0 . 3 5 1  0 . 3 3 o . o 
S imbu 1 5  0 .. 1 1 1  0 . 1  3 o .. 0 
E H i gh l ands 8 1  0 . 4  2 9  0 . 2 1 1  0 . 1 
Moro be 1 0 1  0 . 5  6 2  0 . 4 1 7  0 . 2  
Madang 7 2  0 . 4  5 3  0 . 3 1 0  0 . 1  
E a s t  S ep ik 1 5 8 0 . 9  1 7 4  L O  7 0 . 1  
Wes t  Sepik 2 6  0 . 1  3 9  0 . 2  1 6  0 . 2  
Manus 7 6  0 . 4 8 2  0 . 5 2 4  0 . 3 
New I re l and 1 6  5 5 5  9 0 . l  1 5  9 4 0  9 2 . 7  8 7 1 8  9 2 . 2  8 
w New B r i tain 1 1 1  0 . 6  8 8  0 . 5  3 7  0 . 4 
E New B ri tain 6 9 3  3 . 8 4 5 2  2 . 6  4 9 7  5 . 3 
N S olomons 1 0 2  0 . 6 4 8  o .. 3 3 2  0 . 3 
TOTAL 1 8  3 6 9  1 0 0  1 7  1 9 2  1 0 0  9 4 5 8  1 0 0  8 
Source : Nat ional P opul ati on Cen sus 1 9 7 1 :  spec ial  
tab ul at io n s  (ANU ) . 
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f ragmented than Namatanai , had a s li ghtly higher leve l  o f  
out-migration ( Tabl e  2 . 1 4 ) . Out-migrants from Namatanai 
D i s tr i c t  we re predominantly short d i stance movers , 
e spe c i a l ly to East New Bri tain , wh i ch i s  more acce s s ible 
f rom the we s t  coa s t  o f  Namatanai Di strict than i s  Kavieng .  
Out-migran t s  from Kavieng had gone further a field , and they 
accounted for over 8 0  per cent of a l l  New Irelande r s  in 
Centr a l  P rovince . 
TABLE 2 . 1 5 
NEW I RE LAND - D I S TRICT MASCULINITY RAT IOS , 1 9 7 1  
D i strict Migrant Non-Migrant Total 
Kavieng 1 . 4 L O  1 . 1  
Namatana i  1 .  7 1 .  0 1 . 1  
Source : National Population Cens u s , 1 9 7 1 :  
spe c i a l  tab ulation s  (AND ) . 
Kavieng and Namatanai o ut-migrant population s  d i f fered 
only s l i ghtly in mas cu l inity ratios , a lthough Namatan ai had 
a higher proportion o f  out-migrant male s ( Table 2 . 1 5 ) . In 
both c a s e s  the mas culinity ratio of the non-migrants remained 
above uni ty , and thus s ex- selectivity in out-migration had 
not made a s igni f i can t  impac t  on the ma s cul inity rat io s o f  
the remaining population s . The Namatan a i  people as  a whole 
had a s li ghtly lower l eve l o f  educati on than other New 
Irelanders . Th i s  was particular ly noticeab le in the po st-
primary leve l  as s even per cent o f  the Kav i eng population 
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had attende d high s choo l compared wi th only four per cent 
of tho s e  from N amatanai . Al l o f  New I re l and ' s  four high 
s choo l s  in 1 9 7 1  were in the Kavieng d i s tr i c t , and many 
N amatanai chi l dren had to atten d  high s choo l in E a st New 
Bri tain . As F ig . 2 . 1 8 shows , there was a s igni fi cant 
d i f ference in e ducationa l l evel between o ut-mi grants and 
' non-mi grant s ' in both Kavieng and Namatan a i , but l ittle 
d i fference between the two d istricts . In fact the d i f ference 
between out-migrants fr om the two di str i c t s  was s igni f i c ant 
2 2 for men ( X  = 1 1 6 , d f  = 4 )  but not for women ( X  = 6 , 
d f  = 4 ) . 
Although out-migrants from Kavieng D i s tr i ct were more 
highly e ducated than tho se from Namatana i , the evidence 
from the census does not show that more peop le from Kavieng 
D i s tri c t  were l iving in towns ( F ig . 2 . 1 9 ) .  On the contrary , 
although town s were the main de s t inations for migrants from 
both d i s tr i ct s , more o ut-migran ts from N amat anai than from 
Kavieng were in urban c entre s .  This  to some extent contra-
di ets the e ar l ier hypo the s is ( s ee p .  8 2 )  that l e s s wel l-
e ducated migran t s  tend to move to rural non-vil lage centre s . 
I t  ha s o ccurre d  because o f  the s trong l inks be tween the 
N t · D '  t · t d R b  1 i· n E a s t  New B r i' tai· n . 3 5  ama ana i  i s  ric  an a au , I f  
Rabaul were exclude d , then the movement t o  towns by Kavieng 
out-migrants would be more s i gn i fic ant than that made by 
35 Much s tronge r evidence of the importan ce of thi s l ink i s  
provided by the mic ro - study of Bom/Ratabu vi l lage , 
N amatana i D i s tr i c t  ( see Chapter 5 )  . 
F i g . 2 .. 1 8  
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N amatana i  peopl e . Migration t o  rural non- vi l l age centre s 
was s igni f i c ant for both populat ion s , and s i nce mo st New 
I re land mi gran t s  were s k i l led , i t  can be a s sumed that the 
maj or ity o f  the s e  p eople were l i ving in smal l  admin i s tra­
t ive centre s , mi s s ion station s  and s chool s  rather than on 
p l an tation s . 
Thi s  brie f ana ly s i s  shows that imp o rt ant contrasts 
exis t  between the migr ation pattern s of  S imbu and New 
I re l anders . The main d if ference s  are in re l a ti ve leve l s  
o f  in- and out-migration , the s k i l l s  o f  mi gr ant s , and the 
type s o f  des t ination in which they sett le . Although the 
re s o urce s o f  the two province s  are a maj or in fluence on 
the broad inward and o utward movement s , the type o f  
migr at i on that take s p lace i s  more spe ci f i cal ly determined 
by the e ducation a l  characte r i st i c s  o f  the popul at ion s . 
S imbu P rovince lags behind mo s t  others  in Papua New Guinea 
in education , whi le New Ireland i s  one o f  the mos t  advance d . 
T hese s igni fi cant contrasts  between S imbu and New 
I re l an d  migration tend to mask other s imi l aritie s .  Both 
provin ce s are los ing a high proportion of the i r  young adult 
population s , and the dependency ratio of non-migrants i s  
high . Both province s have a low leve l o f  urban i s ation 
and the i r  provinc i a l  towns are too sma l l to provide a wide 
r ange o f  oppo rtun it ie s . Moreover , both Kundiawa and Kavieng 
are ove r s hadowed by larger centres c lo s e  by - Goroka and 
Mount H agen on the one hand and Rabaul on the othe r - and 
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many s ervi ce s  which people in the province want have been 
c entr a l i s e d  in the s e  l arge r  town s . Al l thes e  characteris ­
t i c s  become much c le arer when the evidence from the longi ­
tudinal data i s  con s ide red . 
CONCLUS I ON 
P ub l is hed and unpub l i s he d  d ata from the n at ional 
cens use s  of P apua New Guinea in 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ind i c ate 
that an e xtreme ly comp le x  system of inter- provinc i a l  
migration exi s t s . Migrants who make up spe c i f i c  mi grat ion 
s t re ams di f fer by sex , education and age , and to s ome 
extent these di f ferences are represented in the types o f  
des ti na t i on i n  which they l ive . The analy s i s  o f  mi grat ion 
data for S imbu and New I r e l and f rom the nat i onal population 
c ens use s  has provided a back ground agai n s t  whi ch to cons ider 
the pro ce s s e s  which have inf luenced the evo lution o f  
mi gration in thes e  two are a s . However c en s us data a lone 
c annot provide proof of the operation of the se pro ce s s e s , 
and , at b e s t , they c an only p ar tial ly an swer the que s tion s  
which thi s s tudy i s  e xp loring . 
Both the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  c en s us e s  s how that inter­
pro vincial  migration in P apua New Guinea is s trongly inf lu­
ence d by d i stance , and that the in f luence of d i stance var ie s  
between di f ferent provinc es .  I t  i s  mos t  s i gn i f icant in the 
i s l ands region and lea s t  s igni f i c ant in the h i gh lands from 
whi ch many migrants in both years s t i l l  moved a s  agreement 
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l abour recruits . However d i s tance i s  obvi ously not the 
only important factor that a f fe cts  mi gration and it i s  
a s s umed but c annot b e  proved from this data s ourc e , that 
chain migrat i on a l so e xerts a s t rong in fluence . The census  
provides no d i re c t  evidence by which the s igni f ic ance of  
chain mig rati on or the evo l ut i on o f  k inship networks c an 
be a s s e s s e d . However some stab l e  migration streams have a 
rel at ive ly low mas culinity rat io and h igh dependency ratio , 
which may ind i c ate the movement o f  fami li e s . The se s treams 
provi de a suitable framework for the deve lopment of c ha in 
migration , a lthough i t  cannot be inferred that it  does not 
a l s o  take p lace in streams in whi ch the migran t s  are pre­
dominantly young male s . S ince few women are wage earner s 
i t  can be a s s umed that mos t  who mi grate are dependent on 
thei r  f ami l ie s . 
Migration i s  c erta inly highly age and sex selective , 
and educat ion appears to be an extremely impo rtant explana­
tory var i ab le in mi gr ation a t  b oth a national and pro­
vin c i a l  leve l .  As Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 5 8 )  po inted o ut ,  the 
propens ity for the educated to mi gra te di f fer s a ccord ing 
to the ava i lab i lity of loc a l  wage earn ing opportun i ti e s . 
Whi le a lmo s t  a l l  wi l l  le ave the i r  home vi l l age s , tho s e  from 
provinc e s  with l arge towns may not become inter-provinc i a l  
migrant s , b u t  tho s e  from provinc e s  l ike S imbu and New 
I r e l and , with few s ui table opportuni t i e s  near at hand , w i l l  
have t o  move e l s ewhere . Evidence on the propen s i ty for 
migration by the uns k i lled is le s s  c lear . Howeve r more 
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deta i led analys i s  o f  movement f rom S imbu and New Ire l and 
s ugge s t s  that uns k i l led people from a den s e ly populated 
province ,  such as S imbu , wi th relative ly s c anty natura l 
res our c e s  and l i tt le e conomic deve lopment are more l ikely 
to mi grate , than thos e  from better endowed coastal or 
i s l and provinces s uch a s  New Ire l and . This que s t ion 
require s far mor e  inve s ti gati on , particularly into the 
attitude s o f  people from areas of the s e  two type s . 
Although census data do not d i st inguis h  between 
agreement and non- agreemen t  migrants , they do s ugges t  that 
the percentage of h i ghly e ducated mi gran t s  i s  higher in 
towns than in rural non-vil lage cent re s . T hey provide no 
d i re c t  evidence of c ircular migrat ion , nor do they s how 
the e xtent o f  movement betwe en the rura l non-vi l lage and 
urban s e c tors , or with in the urban s ector a lone . The h i gh 
rate o f  population turnover in  provinc i a l  migr ant popula­
t i on s  between the two census e s  sugge st s that a l l  o f  the s e  
movement s  mus t  be importan t . 
A certain amount o f  movement tak e s  p l ac e  with in the 
rur a l  vi l lage s ector , and much of th i s  i s  undoubte dly 
trad i t io na l . However , becaus e o f  the l arge areal units  
used in the cen s us , much traditional movement i s  concea led 
becaus e i t  is intra- provinc ia l ,  and i t  is imp o s s ib le to 
d i s cover to what extent people now l iving outs ide the rur a l  
v i l lage sector have been invo lved in s uch movements i n  the 
pas t .  
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Cen s u s  data c annot be us ed to examine whether indivi­
dual s  are step migrant s . According to the cen sus de f inition , 
mo s t  migrant s  l iving in towns have moved to centres in other 
p rovinces , and we c anno t  tel l  whether they have preceded 
thes e  recorded moves by move s to their n ea re s t  urban centre . 
S ince smal l towns o f fe r  s uch l imi ted employment opportun i tie s , 
i t  s eems h ighly unl ikely that s tep migrat ion o c curs from 
tho s e  province s admini stered by smal l centres . The evidence 
for c omplex s tep migration i s  unc l e ar . Although those who 
move to Port Moresby do perhaps tend to come from d i s tr i ct s  
whi ch incl ude an important urban c en tre , thi s  s ho uld not be 
inte rpreted as def ini te evidence of s tep mi gr ation . I t  
doe s s ugge s t  that becaus e the ir home region i s  acce s s ib le 
to a town , it ha s a we l l-developed information f l ow of which 
they t ake advantage when making dec i s ions about moving . 
The main de f i c ienc i e s  o f  the census d at a  from both 
pub l i shed and s pe c i al tabulat ion s  are that they provide no 
direct evidence of c ircular , cha in or step migrat i on , 
a lthough i t  might be inferred that the f i r s t  two are 
impor t an t . They a l so do not s how how the pre sent mi gration 
s treams have evolve d , and without this in fo rmation it i s  
impos s ib le t o  make val id comp ar i s ons be tween region s  whi ch 
d i ffer so  much in other c haracteri s t i cs . Thi s evidence c an 
on ly come from more detai l ed di achronic data which show 
what has happened in the p as t , as we l l  as synchron i c  evidenc e  
as pre sented b y  the nat ional popu lation cen s us e s . 
CHAPTER THREE 
MIGRANTS LIVING IN TOWN S : 
EVIDENCE FROM THE ANU/UPNG URBAN HOUSEHOLD 
SURVEY , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4  
THE ANALYS I S  O F  MIGRATI ON H I S TORIES 
Migration h i s torie s , whi ch are one spe c i f i c  type of 
longitudinal data , are parti cular ly conc erned with an 
individual ' s  changes in res idence through t ime . They may 
a l s o  r e cord o ther characte r i s ti c s  s uch a s  a ge , e ducation , 
family background , emp loyment , and perce ive d motivation 
whi ch are a l l  relevant to the e ventua l de c i s ion to move . 
Thus migration h i s to r ie s usua l ly contai n  an enormous amount 
o f  data , and pose cons i de rable problems in ana ly si s . The 
use o f  c omputer s  h a s  greatly faci l i ta te d  the h andling o f  
thi s  type o f  mate r i a l  ( e . g . Balan e t  a l . ,  1 9 6 9 ) , but thus 
f ar no enti re ly s at is f actory method h a s  been deve lope d . 
Mos t  s tudie s whi ch use migration h i s to r i e s have re lied 
on s imple de s criptions of  the mate r i a l  a s  case s tudie s .  
Thi s  i s  use f ul because i t  make s complete use o f  a l l  the 
data on an individua l , but i t  i s  d i f f i cult to compare the 
e xpe r ie n ce s  o f  d i f fe rent individua l s , and impos s ible to 
deal  with a l arge number of migration h i s to r i e s  in thi s  
way . In addition , c a s e  h i s torie s are usua l ly pre s ented 
a s  typ i ca l  e xamp l e s  o f  people in a certain type o f  s i tua­
tion , but , i n  the abs ence o f  more gene r a l i s e d  information , 
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are norma l ly selecte d  s ub j e ctive ly . They may there fore 
not be truly repre s entative . In migration studie s in 
P apua New Guine a case studie s have been use d  by Whiteman 
( 19 7 3 ) , Baxter ( 1 9 7 3 ) , Young ( 1 9 7 3b ) , and S trathern ( 1 9 7 5 ) . 
Migration hi s to rie s may be compared s imply by us ing 
graph i c a l  te chni que s  to de s c r ibe movement in space and 
time . Bedford ( 1 9 7 1 ) , in h i s  s tudy o f  mobi li ty in the New 
Heb r ide s , used a graph theoret i c  approach to de s cribe the 
' conne ctivity ' and ' circular i ty ' o f  migrants who had 
e ither settled in towns or returned to the ir vi l lage s . 
H i s  method ,  i l lus trated by s imple ve ctor diagrams showing 
movement in geographi c  space , a l lowed h im to compare the 
relative importance o f  circular migration for d i f ferent 
commun i ti e s o r  cate go r ie s o f  people . Chapman ( 1 9 7 0 )  
a l s o  used graph i c a l  i l lustrations to show how people with 
di f fe ring ro l e s  i n  rur a l  commun itie s i n  the S o lomon 
I s l ands had d i f fe rent patterns o f  movement . Although mo s t  
o f  h i s  data concerne d  movement s  over a per i o d  o f  only 1 2 
month s , he comb ined the e xpe r ience s o f  individua l s  o f  
d i f fe rent age group s  into a graph showing change s i n  space 
over time for the vi l l age community a s  a whole ( 1 9 7 0 : 1 7 6 ) . 
However ne i ther Chapman ' s  nor Bedford ' s  metho d  can be 
readi ly a dapted to compare the migration h i s torie s of a 
large number o f  individua l s  from communi t ie s with di f fering 
char a c te r i s ti c s . 
Migration hi s to r ie s can be compared on ly by adopting 
a common b a s i s  for time and space . I f  migran t s  move a s  a 
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group , for examp le agreement l abour re crui t s  leaving 
the atte s tation centre in Goroka or Mount Hagen to go 
to a parti cular coastal plantation , the i r  location in 
time and space i s  coinci dent for that move , and the i r  
other individual characte r i s ti c s  may b e  e a s i ly compared .  
However mos t  migrants move a s  individual s , and t ime and 
space c on stantly vary . The pre s ent s tudy compare s the 
moves made by S imbu in the 1 9 7 0 s  wi th thos e  made by S imbu 
in the 1 9 5 0 s , and a l so the move s made by S imbu with tho se 
made by New Ire l ande r s . Although a l l  the s e  move s vary in 
t ime and space , they may have common characte r i s t i c s  
because they l i nk des tinations o f  the s ame type , and occur 
in  re sponse to s imi lar s t imul i . In other words , time and 
space c an be s tandardi sed by c la s s i fy ing a l l  moveS-- in a 
migration h i s to ry into d i f fe rent type s . Thi s approach 
can reve a l  common pattern s within a large number of com­
plex migration h i s to r ie s . 
P revi o us resear che r s  have adopte d di f fe rent te chnique s 
de s i gned to dea l  wi th spe c i f i c  type s o f  lon g itudinal data 
and to emph a s i se cert a in characte r i s t i c s  of the material . 
One me thod o f  ana ly s i s , used by Morri son ( 1 9 6 7 ) , Land 
( 1 9 6 9 ) , and Myer s  e t  a i . ( 1 9 6 7 ) , i s  concerned with the use 
of longi tudinal data for the deve lopment of s to chas tic 
mode l s  with whi ch to  predict future migration f lows . Here 
the main emphas i s  i s  on the s tandardis a tion o f  time , so  
that the data c an be analysed by Markov cha in te chnique s . 
Thi s  method i s  particularly use ful in the s tudy o f  the 
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re l ationship between duration o f  re s i de n ce and the pro­
pen s ity for f ur ther migra tion . 
A s e c ond method , s ugge s te d  by E ldridge ( 1 9 6 4 }  and 
Taeube r ( 1 9 6 6 } , use s the i dea o f  cohort migration . Thi s  
app roa ch treats migration hi s tory data i n  a s imi lar way 
to tha t o f  a ge cohorts in the ana ly s i s  o f  l i fe -table s . 
Both E ldr i dge and Taeuber demons trated that the migration 
rate s o f  a ge cohorts c an be compared at spe c i f i c  points 
in  time to show that they have had common e xpe riences at 
s imil a r  pe riods in the i r  l ife cyc le s . Cohort migration 
ana ly s i s  c an be appl ie d  e ither to data from s ucce s s ive 
cen suse s ( E ldridge , 1 9 6 4 }  or to migration h i s torie s 
( Taeube r , 1 9 6 6 ) . 
F ina l ly , s pe c i f i c  type s o f  move can be compared .  
Mitche l l  ( 1 9 6 9 a ) , in h i s  s tudy o f  labour c ir culation in 
Rho de s ia ,  c la s s i f i e d  a l l  de s tinations into three type s -
re serve , town , local emp loyment - and u s ed thi s  c l a s s i f i ca ­
tion a s  a common ba s i s  f o r  h i s  migration h i storie s . He 
was ab le to show the c i r cularity o f  l ab our migration 
( pe r io d i c  return to the reserve ) as we l l  as other detai l s , 
such a s  re current common per iods o f  ab s ence , o r  common age 
of absente e s . S imi lar method s  were ado p te d  by Taeuber e t  
a i . ( 1 9 6 8 )  and Shryock and Larmon ( 1 9 6 5 ) to ana lyse migra­
tion h i s torie s c o l le cted by the Uni te d  S tate s  Institute 
of Can cer Re search . Taeuber e t  a i . used a seven cate gory 
c la s s i f i ca tion , corre sponding to urban h ie r archical leve l s  
def ined by population s i z e , t o  provide a general de s cr iption 
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o f  b ir thplace and p lace o f  current re s idence o f  e ach 
re s pondent . They showed that l i fe time migration had 
taken p l ace e ither with in the s ame h ierarch i c a l  leve l , 
o r  had been in an upwards direc tion . From thi s  they 
deduced that the population was be coming more urban i se d . 
Shryock and Larmon used a s impler three leve l c l a s s i f  i ca -
t ion ( rura l , non-rural/non-metropol it an , non-rural/ 
metrop o li tan ) , but took intervening move s into a c count to 
g ive 1 9  pos sib le c a te gorie s o f  move b e tween b irthpl ace 
and p l ace of current re s idence . Thi s  a l lowed them to study 
the i n c i dence o f  c i rcular migration , whi ch they found to be 
insign i f i cant . Thei r  other b a s i c  f indings corre sponded to 
thos e  of Taeuber e t  a l . 
For the purp o se s o f  the pre s ent s tudy , thi s  las t 
approach i s  the mos t  appropr iate . Thi s  s tudy i s  not con-
cerned with the use o f  migration h i s to r ie s for predictive 
purpose s ,  and i t  i s  doubtful whether the time data ava i l ab le 
. . h 1 . 1 are suf f i c iently accurate to warrant s ue ana y s i s . The 
cohort te chnique s uf f e r s  from the s ame d i s advantage s , and 
i s  too gene r a l i s e d  to s how the dyanmic characte r i s t i c s  o f  
proce s se s  whi ch have inf l uenced the evo lution o f  migration . 
Howeve r  thi s  s t udy use s the concept o f  a migration 
1 Boyd ( 1 9 7 5 : 2 5 3 - 2 5 5 ) pre sente d a Markov chain ana ly s i s  
o f  agreement l abour migration from a n  E a s tern 
H ighl ands v i l l age , but found that the mode l bore 
l i ttle re l ation sh i p  to rea l i ty because the rate o f  
abs entee i sm from the vi l l age f luctuated wide ly and 
unp re dictably . 
1 4 3 
cohort2 to c la s s i fy migrants into group s  with a common 
charac te ri s t i c . The methods adopte d by Mit che l l , Taeuber 
e t  a l . and Shryock and Larmon c an be used to compare large 
bodie s o f  data , are approriate to the type o f  migration 
h i s tory data ava i l ab l e  in thi s  s tudy , and c an reve a l  the 
s igni f ic ance o f  s tep migration and c ircul ar migration . 
The ana ly s i s  o f  migration h is to r ie s in thi s  study fall s  
into two parts . F ir s t , migration stre ams are analysed to 
show change in geograph i c space over time . The movements 
of indivi dua l s  who share common characte r i s t i c s  s uch as 
sex , a ge , b ir thpl a ce and e ducation , and who be long to the 
s ame migration cohort are aggregated to provide spatial di s -
tributions o f  de s t inations a t  diffe rent t ime s . Circular 
migration i s  anal ysed through more detai le d  examination 
o f  return move s to  the v i l lage , and i t s  relative s igni f i-
c an ce for d i f ferent population s  at di f fe rent t ime s  i s  
d b . 1 . d 3 measure y a s imp e in e x . Aggregate d  data are a l so 
use d  to mea s ure the mobi l ity ( the average number o f  move s 
per migran t )  o f  peop le who share d i f fe rent s e t s  o f  common 
2 A migration cohort i s  de f ined a s  a group o f  people who 
made thei r  i n i ti a l  move s from p lace o f  b ir th during 
the s ame per i o d  of time . Th i s  de f inition i s  pre ferab le 
to tha t  o f  a s imple age- cohort be cause people o f  the 
s ame ages may have migration h i storie s whi ch diffe r  
radi cal ly because o f  the per iod when movement took 
p l a ce . I f  migran t s  are grouped by age , one cohort may 
contai n  some men who had a l l  been a greement labour 
recru i t s  2 0  year s ago , and o the r s  who had re cently 
moved independently for social rea s on s . 
3 Circular migration ( C irculat ion ) index = 
No . o f  moves back to the vi l l age x 2 x 1 0 0  Total no . o f  move s 
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characte r i s ti c s . When f i r s t  and se cond move s are con-
s idere d separate ly ,  i t  i s  pos s ib le to s ee whether s tep 
migration 4 takes  p la ce . The aggregated data provide no 
dire c t  proof of chain migration , but i t s  pre sence may be 
inf �rred by comparing the pa s t  de s tination s o f  forme r 
migrants with the locations o f  tho se current ly ab sent . 
I n  the s econd part o f  the analy s i s , a l l  de s tination s  
are c l a s s i f ie d  according t o  thei r  pos it ion i n  the urban 
h ierar chy , and a l l  move s ( in c luding a l l  inte rven ing move s )  
are de s cr ibed according t o  thi s  c l a s s i fi cation . The 
hierarch i c a l  leve l s , b a s e d  on the s ituation at the time o f  
the 1 9 7 1  census , partial ly corre spond t o  tho s e  s ugges te d  
b y  Jack s on ( 1 9 7 6b : 6 -1 2 ) , but a r e  adapted to s ui t  the two 
type s o f  longitudinal data anal ysed - the migrat ion histor ie s 
from the UHS , and the migration h i s torie s from the rural -
based micro- studie s i n  S imbu and New Ire l and . The movements 
of indiv i dual s  and of people who form mi gration cohorts are 
i l l u s trate d  graph ical ly us ing methods s imilar to tho se de s -
cribed by Hager strand ( 1 9 7 0 : 1 3- 1 7 ) . The s e  graphs demon-
s tr ate the operation o f  both c ircular and s tep migration in 
the ca se s tudi e s , whi ch are use d to c l ar i fy s ome o f  the 
main top i c s  ari s in g  from the general ana ly s i s . 
4 In thi s  the s i s  ste p  migration i s  de f ined a s  an ini tial  
movement to the neare s t  town , fo l lowed by s ucce s s ive 
move s to upper leve l s  in the urban h ierar chy . Thi s  i s  
s imi lar t o  Pryor ' s  de f inition o f  s imple step migration 
( 19 6 9 : 6 9 ) , but a s s ume s that a l l  migran t s  s tart at  the 
lowe s t  leve l o f  the hierarchy , the rura l v i l lage . By 
thi s  de finition , when the neare s t  town i s  in the top 
leve l o f  the h ierarchy no s tep migration can occur , 
although there may be movement to the ne are s t  town . 
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MIGRATION H I S TORI E S  IN THE URBAN HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 
The Urban Househo ld Survey ( UHS ) , planne d and conducte d  
i n  1 9 7 3/ 7 4 by a team from the Aus tr a l i an National Un ivers ity 
and the Un ive r s i ty o f  Papua New Guinea , wa s one part o f  a 
l ar ge s cale inves t i gati on into rural- urban migration in 
Papua New Guine a . The se cond part , a s urve y  o f  rural house-
holds  in s e le c te d  dis tr i c ts , was carried out in 1 9 7 4/ 7 5 , 
and toge ther the two s e c tion s  were de s i gned to provide 
detai l e d  information on the re lation ship between migration 
and emp loyment , rural-urban l ink s , and the s tabi l ity o f  
urban population s . None o f  the s e  top i c s  c an be inve s tigate d  
adequate ly us ing evidence from the cen s use s ( see Chapte r 2 ) . 
The UHS a l s o  included a brie f migration h i s tory for every 
respondent who was inte rviewe d , and the s e  provide a large 
body o f  longitudinal data with whi ch to examine some o f  the 
main que st i on s  posed in thi s  the s i s . I t  mus t  be s tre s se d  
that a l l  the re spondents were urban dwe l le r s  a t  the time 
of  interview , and that they comprise only 5 5  per cent o f  
5 a l l  adult s  in c luded in the s amp le . The ir experience s  
cannot repre s ent tho s e  o f  al l people i n  the town s , far 
le s s  thos e  of people l iving in the rural and rural non-
vi l lage s e c tor s . 
The UHS Migration H i s torie s 
The UHS was de s igned to te s t  a variety o f  concepts 
con ce rned wi th migration and employment in town s , and the 
5 Migrat i on h i s to r ie s were col le cte d only for those adults 
pre s ent at the time o f  interview : information on thos e  
who were ab s ent was given by another member o f  the fami ly . 
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migration h i s torie s , whi ch were re corde d  for over 5 0 0 0  
adult respondents , we re con s idered to b e  o f  se condary 
importance ( Wr i ght e t  a l . ,  1 9 75 ; Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 ) . 
As a re s ult they are not suf f i c ient ly accurate or compre -
hens ive to provide convincing answe r s  to a l l  the que s tion s  
r a i s e d  i n  thi s  the s i s , and the ana ly s i s  s u f fe r s  from some 
s evere prob lems . The s e  arise from the s tructure o f  the 
s ample in the s urvey , the method o f  inte rviewing , and , 
probab ly , becaus e  o f  the t ime when the s urvey was carried 
out . 
In the UHS the a im was to interview ten per cent o f  
the urban populat i on o f  P apua New Guine a . For practi ca l  
purpos e s  the survey was conducted i n  only 1 8  centre s ,  
cho s en for var iety in locat ion , popula tion , and wage 
6 s tructure . The s e  repres ent every region ( fo ur in P apua , 
f ive in the h i gh land s , three in the New Guinea coastal 
region and three in the i s lands . ( The Nor th Solomon s  
towns o f  Arawa , P anguna and Kieta were treate d  a s  a s ingle 
cen tre . )  Fol lowing Jacks on ( 1 9 7 6b : 6 - 1 2 ) ,  e ight centr e s  
be long t o  the top leve l o f  the urban hierarchy , f ive to 
the intermediate leve l and two ( K imbe and Min j ) to the 
lowe s t  leve l . Kainantu and Minj were the only towns in 
6 Port More sby , Lae , Rabaul , Madang , Wewak , Goroka , Mount 
Hagen , Arawa , P anguna , Kieta , Daru , Kerema , Alotau , 
Kimbe , Kundiawa , K ainantu , Minj . Kavieng was a l s o  
inc lude d but the re s ul t s  were omitted from the main 
ana ly s i s  be cause of poor coverage . Thi s  the s i s  use s  
some o f  the longitudinal data from Kavieng , with the 
permi s sion of the s urvey s upervi s o r s . I was re spons ib le 
myse l f  for the surveys o f  Kundiawa and Kainantu . 
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the survey whi ch were not the headquarte r s  o f  a province . 
The urban are a s  o f  five province s - Manus , Northern , We s t  
Sepik , New Ire land and Southe rn High lands - were not 
repre s ente d , wh i ch is un fortunate for the purpo s e s  of thi s  
analys i s . S ince many urban dwe llers  have move d from adj a-
t t f th . 7 h ' h h cen par s o e province , t i s  means t at t e survey 
inc lud e d  comp arative ly few re spondent s  from the se five 
provin ce s . Moreove r , tho se who were included were a l l  
l iving in towns in o ther province s , and may be more highly 
ski l le d  than the average rur a l - urban migrants from the ir 
are a . 
Although the UHS covere d  approximate ly ten pe r cent 
of the urban population , the s ample s i ze vari e d  between 
towns so tha t  e ach town inc l uded a suf f i ciently large 
number of obs ervation s  for di s a ggregate d  analy s i s . The 
s ample ratio varied inve r s e ly with the s quare root of the 
e s tima te d  urban populat ion ; for examp le , in Port Moresby , 
the l ar ge s t  town , one in  every f i fteen househo l ds was 
inc lude d , whi le in Kundiawa and Min j  the ratio was one in 
three ( Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 ) . Whi le thi s  doe s not a f fect 
the type o f  ana ly s i s  for whi ch the UHS was de s i gne d , it 
doe s a f fe ct the pre s ent ana ly s i s  for whi ch the data were 
regrouped a ccording to b irthplace . Thus , be cause the 
s urvey s ample in both Alotau and Kundiawa was l arge , the 
7 Although , a s  the 1 9 7 1  census shows ( Ch apter 2 )  , a large 
number of people f rom province s admini s tered by sma l l 
towns a l s o  go to more d i s tant centre s .  
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total s amp le in cluded a re lative ly large number o f  
un ski l le d  people from Mi lne Bay and S irnbu P rovince s . 
For the s e le ction o f  the s amp le , e a ch town was sub­
div i de d  into z one s de f ined by l and use and function . 8 
Zone boundarie s were b a se d on exi s ting land use maps 
supplemented by local knowle dge . Ultimate ly individual 
town s upervi sors were re s pon s ib le for the s ample frame , 
and a s  a cons equence there i s  some l ack o f  con s i s tency . 
For examp le , the s urvey in K imbe included s evera l  per i -
urban v i l lage s , but in  Min j  a l l  per ipheral s e ttlements 
were exclude d ; in Kundiawa low and h i gh covenant hous ing 
categorie s were merge d  because the are a s  a re large ly inter-
mingled ,  but in  mos t  other towns they were d i s tingui she d . 
With in e a ch z one , househo lds were randomly s e le cted 
according to the appropr i ate ratio . Enumeration was on a 
d f  b · 9 d h  h . . . e a c t o as i s , an t us s ort- term vi s itors were in-
e luded a s  we l l  a s  long term re s ident s . Bec ause o f  the 
s igni f i cance o f  the k inship network and chain migration , 
mos t  re s i dents in each urban househo l d  tend to come from 
the s ame di s tr i ct and o f ten the s ame v i l lage . Thus the 
s ample households do not nece s sari ly repre sent accurate ly 
the regiona l o r i g in s  o f  the total urban population . Whi le 
thi s  doe s not a f fe ct the evidence from aggregate d  data , it  
8 Tradi tional vi l lage , no- covenant re s ident ia l , low 
covenant re s identia l , high covenant re s identia l , pol ice 
and army , s cho o l s  and hospita l s , indu s tr i a l  and 
comme r c i a l , migrant settlement ( Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  
9 As i t  was in the 1 9 7 1  census ( Bureau o f  S tat i s ti c s , 
1 9 7 3 : 1 ) . 
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mus t  b ias the results o f  migration analys i s  in individua l 
town s . 
The s econd se t o f problems in us ing the longitudinal 
data from the UHS i s  a s sociated with the method o f  inter­
viewing . Th i s  part o f  the s urvey was re garde d  a s  being o f  
secondary importance and w a s  inc luded a s  p a r t  o f  a very 
long que s t i onnai re . Mos t  re spondents were not given enough 
time to s tructure thei r  repl ie s  correctly and thus the 
re s ul t s  contain some important error s . F i r s t , the a s se s s ­
ment o f  t ime mus t  b e  inaccurate . No l i s t  o f  vital events 
or o ther independent cro s s - che ck s  were used when the se data 
were c o l lecte d , and a s i gn i f i cant number of re spondents 
were i l l i terate . There fore only l imited use can be made 
o f  the time data , a lthough obvious ly they should play a 
maj or part in the ana ly s i s  o f  the evo lution o f  migration . 
Secondly , location s  were re corde d  by the actual p lace-name 
b ut there i s  no indic ation o f  the type o f  p lace . Thus , i f  
a de s tination i s  de s cr ibed by the name o f  a province , i t  
could be i n  e ither the rural v i l lage , the rural non-vil lage , 
or in some case s the urban sector ( e . g .  Madang town in 
Madang Province ) . S imi lar ly the name of a town might me an 
a non-urban location c l o s e  to a town . Thi s  second type o f  
error may b e  part i a l ly re spon s ible f o r  the apparent ins i g­
n i f i cance o f  non- urban de stinations in the longitudinal 
data ( see be low ) , but s ince thi s  error cannot be distin­
guishe d , the evidence can only be pre sente d a s  it  exis t s . 
Unfortunate ly the se problems mean that in the UHS , sectors 
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o f  res i de nce are not s tr i ctly comparab le with tho se o f  
the census . 
Thir d ly , s ome previous move s were probably omitted . 
Once again , thi s  i s  impos s ib le to prove , a lthough the very 
l imite d evidence o f  any migration , e i the r tradi tional or 
non- tradi tional , to rural de stination s  i s  sugge s tive . 
Although we might accept that many urban dwe l lers have not 
returned to l ive in the ir home vi l lage s s ince they first 
departed , the rura l mic ro - s tudie s ( see  Chapte r s  4 and 5 )  
show that mos t  returne d  migrants in vi l lage s had circulated 
f requently during the i r  previous migration exper iences . 
Some migrants o f  thi s  type must have been l iving in towns 
in  1 9 7 3/ 7 4 , and consequently some re spondent s must have 
omi tted to mention return move s to the vi l l age . The se 
wi l l  be le s s  s igni f i c ant to the re spondent than move s to 
other de s t ination s . 
The f in a l  prob lem i s  that the UHS was carried out at 
an abnormal t ime , the Chr i s tmas vacation , and a l so at a 
unique pe riod in the h i s tory o f  Papua New Guine a . Apart 
f rom Lae , wh ich was used for the p i lot s tudy , a l l  towns 
were s urveyed between November 1 9 7 3  and February 1 9 7 4 . 
At that t ime o f  year many long term urban re s idents go 
back to the i r  vi l la ge s on leave , but , on the other hand , 
the towns may contain a l ar ge number o f  young people who 
h ave recently le f t  s choo l in rural are a s  and have come to 
s tay with re lati ve s  in the hope of f inding work . Thus 
the population s tructure may not be characte r i s t i c  of that 
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1 0  whi ch exi s t s  during the remaining nine month s  o f  the year . 
Moreove r , P apua New Guine a achieve d  se l f- gove rnment in 
De cember 1 9 7 3 . Dur ing the pre ce ding few week s a variety 
o f  rumour s  c i r culated about the dis ruption that would 
re sult , p ar t icularly in urban areas . Some people who were 
in towns without j ob s  went back to the i r  vi l l age s during 
thi s per io d , fe arful o f  pos s ib le inte r - tribal con f lict . 
I t  i s  pos s ib le that by January , when it  was obvious that 
no maj or s o ci al upheaval had taken p l ace in the towns , 
the se people , o r  other s  with s imi lar characte r i s ti cs , may 
have returne d . Thus the population o f  centre s such as 
Goroka and Alo tau , whe re the survey was conducted in early 
1 9 7 4 , may h ave included a larger proportion of casual 
vi s i to r s 1 1  and peop le without j ob s  who intende d to remain 
with friends in town for an inde f inite per iod . 
De s p i te the se di f f i cultie s the results from the UHS 
are val uab le because they de s c r ibe the p a s t  migration 
e xperien ce s  o f  a large number o f  urban res i de nts , and 
indi cate , w i thin thei r  own l imitation s , that P apua New 
1 0  Te s t s  o f  the Lae data against the remainde r  are incon­
c lus i ve . The town did not h ave s i gn i f icantly fewer 
young people than o ther town s , and the leve l o f  circu­
lation of Lae re s i dents was almo s t  i denti cal to that 
o f  the whole s amp le . Lae was , howeve r , the p i lot study , 
and the form o f  the s urvey was s l ightly di f ferent from 
that in o ther centre s . 
1 1  The UHS de f ined vi s i tors as people who expe ct to depart 
w i thin three months of arriving in town , b ut con s iderable 
confus i on arose because people o f ten change from vis i tor 
to non-vi s i to r  s tatus without origina l ly intending to 
do so . Thus i t  was po s s ib le for ' vi s itors ' to be in 
wage- earn ing employment . 
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Guinea ' s  town s now have a s i gn i fi cant number o f  committed 
urban r e s i dents . Previous s tudie s  ( for e xample , 
Brook f i e l d , 1 9 6 0 ; Ryan , 1 9 6 8 ;  Ward , 1 9 7 1 )  have sugge s ted 
that s ome migrants in towns intende d  to s tay pe rmanently , 
at lea s t  unti l  they retired from the wag e  force , but they 
have a l l been base d on con j e cture rather than proo f . 
THE MIGRATI ON EXPE RIENCE OF URBAN 
DWELLERs 1 2  
I n  1 9 7 3  mos t  adult urban re s i dents h a d  been born in 
rural area s  and many who were c l as s i f i e d  a s  having been 
born in town were actual ly born in tradit i on a l  vi l lage s  
whi ch were absorbed into the urban are a . The proportion 
of urban non-migrant s in the UHS s ample ranged from 3 0 . 7  
pe r cent in K imbe , where the s ample inc l uded a large pe r i-
urban v i l l age , to zero in Min j , whe re a l l traditional 
settlement s  were e xcluded ( Garnaut e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 : Standard 
Tab le 4 ) . Gener a l ly mos t  migrants came from the province 
in whi ch the town lie s . In Daru and Alo tau , people from 
Wes tern and Mi lne Bay P rovince s re spe cti ve ly accounte d for 
8 2 . 8  per cent and 7 8  per cent of the adult urban population s , 
but in Port More sby and Madang , people from the s urrounding 
province only made up 3 1 . 7  per cent and 4 1 . 9  pe r cent 
of the migrants ( Garnaut e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 : Stan dard Table 2 ) . 
In two town s , K imbe and Rabaul , migrants from adj acent parts 
1 2  Throughout thi s  chapter , c o l lective terms s uch as urban 
dwe l le r s , S imbu or New Irelande r s  re fer on ly to the popu­
lat ion inc l uded in the UHS s ample . They do not neces s ar i ly 
repre s ent a l l  members o f  the broade r  population to whi ch 
they be long . 
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o f  the provin ce were outnumbe re d  b y  mi grants from e l sewhere . 
The se vari at ions may be part ly a functi on o f  the sample , 
but a l s o  seem to be re late d  to the re l ative i s o l ation o f  
the town . When i s olation ( measure d by the aggre gate d 
di s tance by air o f  e a ch town from a l l  o ther town s ) i s  
compare d wi th the proportion o f  migrants f rom the surrounding 
province , the re lationship is po s itive ( r  = 0 . 2 1 ,  df = 15 ) 
but not s i gn i fi cant . Although the cos t  o f  tran sport must 
deter migrants from moving to the more i so l ated towns , thi s  
i s  o f f se t  i f  the town o f fe r s  particular attraction s , such 
as tertiary training ins ti tutions in Port More sby , or 
l ucrative j ob s  in Arawa/P anguna/Kieta . The se f i ndings 
s upport tho se of the 1 9 7 1  national populat ion census 
( Chapter 2 ) , but the actua l  re s ults cannot be di rectly com-
pared be cause o f  d i ff e rence s in the urban boundarie s whi ch 
were used ( Ske l don , 1 9 7 6 ) . 
Although the above evidence sugges t s  that many migrants 
had only moved short di stan ce s  to the i r  neare s t  main town , 
i t  doe s not show how many peop le from e ach province had 
moved to o the r town s . Thi s  type o f  compari s on can be made 
only where the main provincial  town i s  inc l uded in the 
s ample . In provin ce s with a large main town , that town 
containe d the large s t  colony o f  urban dwe l l in g  migrants 
from that province , but if the main centre is sma l l  thi s  
did not a lways occ ur . The Gul f Province population in 
Port More sby wa s l arger than that in Kerema , whi le the S imbu 
popul at ion s  in Port More sby , Goroka and Lae were l arger than that 
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Kundiawa . 1 3  Thus the UHS shows , l ike the 1 9 7 1  national 
population census , that rural- urban migrants from some 
province s  admini s te re d  by sma l l  towns go in larger numbers 
to more d i stant centre s , pre sumably be cause they o ffe r 
better opportun i t ie s . Short distan ce movement i s  certainly 
not dominant . 
Pub l i shed tabulation s  from the UHS give no further 
informati on on the spat i a l  patte rn s  of movement of urban 
dwe lle rs . The rema in de r  o f  the analy s i s  in thi s  study i s  
based on the migration h i s torie s , whi ch show c learly that 
many re spondents h ad moved frequent ly between the ir initial 
departure f rom the vi l lage and the i r  enume ration in 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 . 
The s e  data were not code d in the ori g inal analy s i s  o f  the 
UHS , and thus a l l  the remaining tabulation s  are derive d  from 
the raw data whi ch I code d  e spe c i al ly for the purposes o f  
thi s  s tudy . In my data f i le I included bas i c  demographi c  
characte r i s t i c s  ( age , sex , e ducation and b irthplace ) in 
addit i on to the detai l s  from the migration h i s torie s . I was 
thus able to re group respondents according to the ir b i r th ­
p l ace s 1 4  rathe r than , a s  i n  the pub l i shed table s , thei r  
current p lace s o f  re s i den ce , and provide a me aningful bas i s  
for comparing migrat ion h i s torie s . 
1 3  Al l thes e  compari sons are made with the data adj usted 
to take account of the di f fe rence s in s ample ratio . 
1 4  In the UHS bi rthpl a ce was de f ined by vi l lage , di s tr i ct 
o f  province and province , but the general analy s i s  has 
s ub sequently shown that some o f  the more detai le d  
information i s  suspe ct , and thus province o f  b irth i s  
use d  in  thi s  the s i s . 
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When people f i r s t  left the vi l l age they went to town s 
rather than rur a l  or r ural non-vi l lage centre s ( 9 1 . 9  per 
cent of the men and 9 4 . 9  per cent of the women , Tab le s  3 . 1  
and 3 . 2 ) . Thi s  imme di ate ly sugges ts that f i rs t , the re s ­
pondents i n  the UHS h a d  not p art i c ipated i n  traditional 
migration , and secondly that few had previous ly worked on 
p l an tations be fore moving to urban centre s . Both the se 
poin ts are e xtreme ly s i gn i f i c an t  in the l i ght of the main 
l ine s of inve s tigation in thi s  study , be cause they sugge s t  
a c l e ar- c ut d i s tinction between the migrants who l ive in 
towns and tho s e  who move e l sewhere . Mos t  male migrants 
from the e i ght provin ce s  a dmini s te re d  by a large town 
( Centra l ,  We s te rn High lan ds , E a s tern H i gh lands , Morobe , 
Madang , E a s t  Sepik , E a s t  New Brita in and North Solomons ) ,  
had made the i r  f i r s t  move to that main town . Howeve r in 
the rema ining province s more men had made the i r  first 
move s to more distant l arger centre s than to the sma l l  
provinci a l  town whi ch se rve d  the i r  own province . The 
initial move s made by women show the s ame pattern , although 
Daru was the most important f i r s t  de s t ination for women 
from We stern P rovince , whi le more women from E a s t  New 
Britain went to Port More sby than to Rabaul . Thi s  sugge sts  
that s tep migration c annot be s ign i f i c ant . Peop le from 
province s  s erve d  by sma l l  towns tend to bypas s the neare s t  
smal l  centre , and g o  dire ctly t o  l arger more d i s tant 
centre s .  For e xample , more men from the S outhern High l ands 
went to Mount Hagen than to Mendi , men f rom New Ire land 
went to Rabaul rather than Kavieng , and men from S imbu 
TABLE 3 . 1  
I N I T IAL MOVE S - B I RTHP LACE BY DES T I NATION ( MALES ONLY ) % 
B i rthpl ace ( Province ) 
De s tination We s t .  Gul f Cen t . Milne B .  North . S H igh . W H i gh . S irnbu E H i gh . Mor . Mad . 
Own Province 6 . 0  1 .  2 1 3 .  5 5 . 8  1 .  3 3 . 8  1 .  9 5 . 7  3 . 5  5 . 8  1 .  7 
Other Rura l  1 .  5 4 . 1  1 .  9 1 .  3 4 . 0 1 .  9 1 .  9 6 . 7  2 . 5  3 . 2  2 . 5  
Port More sby 4 4 . 8 6 5 . 7  5 8 . 7  2 5 . 8  4 1 . 3 1 3 . 5  1 5 . 5  2 0 . 2  1 4 . 0  1 0 . 4  6 . 4 
Lae 1 . 5  2 . 4  8 . 2  9 . 7  2 5 . 3  1 .  9 4 . 5  9 . 8 1 8 . 9  4 8 . 8 9 . 7  
Raba u l  - 1 .  8 1 .  9 5 . 2 1 .  3 2 1 . 2  7 . 1  2 . 6  5 . 6  6 . 2 7 . 6  
Madang - 0 . 6  2 . 9  2 . 6 - - 4 . 5  5 . 2 3 . 2  9 . 4  4 7 . 9  
Wewak 4 . 5  - 1 .  0 0 . 6  - - - 0 . 5  0 . 4  0 . 4  2 . 1  
1--' 
Ul 
°' 
Arawa - - 1 .  9 - 1 .  3 3 . 8  6 . 5  2 . 1  2 . 8  2 . 1  2 . 1  
Goroka 3 . 0  0 . 6  1 .  4 1 .  9 2 . 7  3 . 8  6 . 5  1 9 . 2  2 4 . 9  2 . 3  8 . 1  
Mt Hagen - - 1 .  9 1 .  9 - 4 6 . 2  3 9 . 4  1 0 . 4  7 . 0  0 . 9  5 . 5  
Daru 1 9 . 4  1 . 2  0 . 5  - 1 .  3 
Lorengau - 0 . 6  - - - - - - - - 0 . 8  
P opondetta 1 . 5  - 0 . 5  5 . 8 9 . 3 - - 1 .  0 0 . 7  0 . 4  0 . 4  
Kavieng - 1 .  2 - - - - - - 2 . 1  - 2 . 5  
Men di 3 . 0  - - 0 . 6  - 1 .  9 0 . 6  
Ke rema 4 . 5 1 5 . 4  0 . 5  0 . 6  - - - - 1 . 1  
Kund i awa - 0 . 6  0 . 5  - 1 .  3 - 1 .  9 9 . 8  2 . 5  0 . 2  0 . 8  
Alotau - 0 . 6  0 . 5  1 2 . 3  1 .  3 - - 0 . 5  
K irnbe - - - - - - - - 0 . 4  1 . 1  
Van imo - - - - - - - - - 0 . 4  
Other Urban 1 0 . 5  4 . 1 4 . 3 2 5 . 8  9 . 3  1 .  9 9 . 7  6 . 2  1 0 . 2  8 . 3  1 .  7 
TOTAL No . in 6 7  16 9 2 0 8  1 5 5 7 5  5 2  1 5 5  1 9 3 2 8 5 4 6 9  2 36 S ampl e  
S o urce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe c i a l  tab u l ation s ,  Youn g . 
TABLE 3 . 1  ( CONTD . )  
B i rthp l a ce ( Pr ovince ) 
De s tina tion E Sep . W S e p . Manus N I re . WNB ENB N S o l s . Othe r TOTAL N o . % 
own P rovince 2 . 6  - - - 8 . 5 2 . 8  2 2 . 0  - 1 6 8  5 . 5  
O ther Rur a l  5 . 2  7 . 1  2 . 0  4 . 7  6 . 8  3 . 7  0 . 9  2 8 . 6  1 0 4  1 . 2  
Port More sby 6 . 9  8 . 6  9 . 8  2 0 . 9  1 3 . 6  1 7 . 4  5 . 5  1 4 . 3  5 9 7  1 9 . 6  
Lae 1 1 . 4 2 . 9  9 . 8  4 . 7  3 . 4  6 . 4  - 5 7 . 1  4 5 9  1 5 . 1  
Rabaul 1 6 . 4  1 5 . 7  3 9 . 2  4 6 . 5  5 5 . 9  3 3 . 0  1 4 . 7  3 2 7 1 0 . 7  
Madang 1 6 . 4  1 0 . 0  5 . 9  - - 1 . 8  0 . 5 2 7 6  9 .. 1 
Wewak 2 3 . 0 3 7 . 1  2 . 0  2 . 3  1 .  7 - 0 .. 5 1 4 2  4 . 7  !--' 
Arawa 3 . 3 7 .. 1 - - 1 .  7 1 3 . 8  5 3 . 7  1 9 6 6 . 4 Ul -..J 
Goroka 0 . 7  - 9 . 8  - - 5 . 5  - 1 7 5 5 .. 7 
Mt Hagen 0 . 9  1 . 4  2 . 0  - - 5 . 5 0 . 5  1 6 2 5 . 3  
Daru - - - - - - - 1 7  0 . 6  
Lor engau 2 . 4  - 9 . 8  - - - 0 . 5  2 0  0 . 7 
Poponde tt a  0 . 2  - - - 1 .  7 0 . 9  - 2 8  0 . 9  
Kavieng 2 . 4  1 . 4  7 . 8  1 6 . 3  3 . 4  3 .. 7 - 4 2  1 . 4  
Men d i  0 . 2  - - - - - - 6 0 . 2  
Kerema - - - - - - - 3 4  1 . 1 
Kundi awa 0 . 2  - - 2 . 3  - - 0 . 5  3 8  1 . 2  
Alotau - - - - - - - 2 3  0 . 8  
K imbe 0 . 7  - - - 3 . 4 4 . 6  - 1 6  0 . 5 
Van imo 0 . 9  1 . 4  2 . 0  - - - - 8 0 . 3 
O ther Urban 6 . 2  7 . 1  - 2 . 3  - 1 . 0  1 . 0  2 0 5  6 . 7  
TOTAL No . i n  4 2 2  7 0  5 1 4 3  5 9  1 0 9  2 1 8  3 0 4 3  S ample 
TABLE 3 . 2  
I NI T IAL MOVES - B I RTHPLACE BY DES TI NAT I ON ( FEMALES ONLY ) % 
B i r th p l a c e  ( Province ) 
De s tination We s t .  Gul f Cen t . Milne B .  North . S H igh . W H igh . S imbu E H igh . Mor . Mad . 
Own Prov i n ce 7 . 7  3 . 1 4 . 7  1 .  4 - - 1 .  7 3 . 6  2 . 7  3 . 2  3 . 8  
Other Rura l  4 . 6  3 . 8 0 . 5  3 . 5  - - 2 . 6  0 . 5  - 1 . 4  1 . 5  
Port More sby 3 6 . 9  5 9 . 7  6 0 . 7  3 0 . l  3 5 . 1  5 . 3  2 . 6  4 . 7  4 . 9  9 . 3  5 . 3  
Lae 1 . 5  2 . 5  1 0 . 5  7 . 7  2 1 . 1  5 . 3  5 . 1  8 . 3  1 6 . 4  5 7 . 3  9 . 8  
Raba ul 1 . 5  4 . 4  2 . 6  2 . 1  7 . 0  - 0 . 9  - 0 . 5  2 . 2 4 . 5 
Madang - 1 .  9 0 . 5  1 .  4 1 .  8 - 2 . 6  1 . 6  4 . 4  9 . 3  5 7 . 6  
Wewak - 0 . 6  2 . 1  0 . 7  3 . 5  1 0 . 5  - 1 . 6  2 . 2  2 . 2  2 . 3 
Arawa 1 .  3 1 . 0  0 . 7  3 . 5  5 . 3  1 .  0 1 . 6  0 . 7  
f-..1 - - - Ul 
Goroka 0 . 6  2 . 1  2 . 1  1 .  8 6 . 0  2 7 . 6  3 4 . 4  3 . 6  6 . 8  
00 
- -
Mt Hagen - 1 .  3 2 . 1  1 .  4 - 5 2 . 6  6 6 . 7  1 9 . 3  1 0 . 4  1 .  4 3 . 8  
Daru 4 0 . 0 - 1 .  6 0 . 7  
Lorengau - 0 . 6  - 0 . 7  - 5 . 3  - - - 0 . 4  
Popondetta - 0 . 6  1 .  0 4 . 9  2 1 . 1  - - - - 1 . 1  
Kavieng - 1 .  9 - - - - - - - 1 . 1  0 . 8  
Men d i  - 0 . 6  1 .  0 0 . 7  - 1 0 . 5  5 . 1 1 . 0  
Kerema 1 . 5  1 1 . 9 2 . 1  - - - - 0 . 5  - - 0 . 8  
Kund i awa - 0 . 6  1 . 0  - - 5 . 3  2 . 6  2 5 . 0  4 . 4  2 . 2 1 . 5  
Alotau - 0 . 6  - 2 2 . 4  
K imbe - 0 . 6 - - - - - - - 0 . 7  
Vani mo - - - - - - - - 0 . 5  
O ther Urban 6 . 2 3 . 8 6 . 8  1 9 . 6  5 . 3  - 4 . 3  5 . 7  1 7 . 5  3 . 9  1 . 5  
TOTAL N o . in 
6 5  1 6 0  1 9 1  1 4 3  5 7  1 9  1 1 7  1 9 2  1 8 3  2 7 9  1 32 S ampl e  
S ource : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe c i a l  t abulation s , Young . 
TABLE 3 . 2  ( CONTD . )  
B i r thp l a ce ( Province ) 
De s tination E Sep . W Sep . Manus N I re . WNB ENB N S o l s . Othe r 
TOTAL 
No . % 
Own P rovince 1 . 4  - - 5 . 0  1 3 . 6  3 . 8  2 5 . 4  - 7 7  3 . 7  
Other Rur a l  2 . 1 2 . 6  - 2 . 5  4 . 6  9 . 4  - - 4 0  1 . 9  
Port More sby 2 . 1  1 7 . 9  1 2 . 5  2 . 5  2 . 3  2 2 . 6  3 . 6  5 0 . 0  3 8 7  1 8 . 5  
Lae 7 . 7  1 5 . 4  3 . 1  2 . 5  4 . 5 9 . 4  1 .  8 - 3 1 2  1 5 . 0  
Rabaul 7 . 7  - 2 1 . 9 4 2 . 5  4 7 . 7  1 8 . 9  1 0 . 9  - 1 1 7  5 .. 6 
Madang 1 6 . 7  2 .. 6 6 .- 3 2 . 5  2 . 3  1 . 9  1 .  8 5 0 . 0  1 7 9  8 . 5  1--' 
Wewak 4 6 . 3  4 8 . 7  1 2 . 5  - 2 . 3  1 .  9 - - 1 8 4  8 . 8  Ul l..D 
Arawa 1 .  7 - 6 . 3  - 2 . 3  1 5 . 1  4 5 . 5  - 5 6  2 . 7  
Goroka 2 . 4  2 . 6  3 . 1  2 . 5 - 7 . 5  3 . 6  - 1 6 7  8 . 0  .. 
Mt Hagen 0 . 7  - - - - - 1 .  8 - 1 6 4  7 . 9  
Daru - - - - - - - - 3 0  1 . 4 
Lorengau 1 . 4  2 . 6  1 2 . 5  2 . 5  2 . 3  3 . 8  - - 1 7  0 . 8  
P oponde t ta - - 3 . 1  - - 1 . 9  - - 2 7  1 .  3 
Kavieng 0 . 7  - 1 5 . 6  3 5 . 0  4 . 5 1 . 9  - - 3 1  1 . 5  
Men di 0 . 3 - - - - - - - 1 5  0 . 7  
Ke rema - - - - - - - - 2 6  1 . 2  
Kundiawa 0 . 3  - - 2 . 5  - - 1 . 8  - 7 4  3 . 5  
Alotau - - - - - - - - 3 3  1 . 6  
K imbe 0 . 3  2 . 6  3 . 1  - 1 3 . 6  1 .  9 1 . 8  - 1 4  0 . 6  
Vanimo 0 . 7  - - - - - - - 3 0 . 1  
O ther Urban 7 . 3 5 . 1  - - - - 1 .  8 - 1 3 9 6 . 7  
TOTAL No . i n  2 8 7  3 9  3 2  4 0  4 4  5 3  5 5  2 2 0 9 0  S amp le 
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move d even f urther a f ie ld to Port More sby rather than 
Kundi awa ( Tab le 3 . 1 ) . Although many people from provin ce s 
se rve d by large towns have made in itial  move s to the ir 
neare s t  urban centre s , the se are not interpre te d  as initi a l  
s te p- type move s i n  thi s  study be cause the s e  centre s are 
al l in the top leve l o f  the urban hierarchy ( see p .  14 4 ) . 
Port More sby and Lae , both o f  whi ch are long es tab-
l i shed towns and the locations for many training e stab l i sh-
ment s  and pub l i c  an d private se ctor activitie s ,  attracte d  
a l arge proportion o f  f i r st- t ime mover s  ( 3 4 . 7 p e r  cent o f  
the men and 3 3 . 5  per cent o f  the women ) , and a l s o  drew 
migrants from a l l  parts o f  the country . In contrast , 
newer l arge towns like Gorok a  and Mount Hagen attracted 
init i a l  migrants only from o ther parts o f  the h i gh lands 
or f rom adj acent areas o f  Madang Province . Men leaving 
home for the f i r s t  t ime tende d to go to more di s tant 
centre s than women . For examp le , few women from Papua or 
the h i gh land s  made thei r  init i a l  move s to Rabau l , but it 
was a s i gni f i cant f i r s t  des tination for men . Among 
Southe rn H i gh lande rs , ove r 2 0  per cent o f  the men but no 
women made thi s  f i r s t  move . 1 5  
1 5  Thi s  i s  an example o f  one o f  the probab le inaccuracie s 
in the data . Mos t  Southern H i ghlande r s  who s ai d  they 
made f i r s t  move s to Rabaul probab ly went as agreement 
l abour re cruit s  to p lantati on s  in E a s t New Britain . 
They may never have l ive d in  Rabaul town , or they may 
have ' de serte d ' at a l ater date and gone to the town . 
The s ame s ituation may ar i se in the movement o f  S imbu 
to Port More sby . Boyd ( 19 75 : 2 35 )  s a i d  that a l l  men 
from a remo te E a s te rn H i gh lands vi l l age who had he ld 
non -agreement j ob s  in  coastal are a s  had made the ir 
initial move s a s  a greement labour re cruits .  
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The re lationship between the length o f  time during 
whi ch a centre has been e stab l i she d , and the attraction 
o f  that centre for in itial  migrants may be e xp lore d  more 
f ul ly by look ing at the time when migrants f i r s t  le ft for 
d i f fe rent de s t inat ions ( Tab le 3 . 3 ) . For tho se who le ft 
be fore 1 9 5 5  the main initial de s tinations we re Port More sby , 
Rabaul , Lae , Madan g , Wau and Bulo lo . All the se are long­
e stab l i she d urban centre s . Rural de s tinations were margin­
a l ly more important for e arly migrants than for those 
leaving at a later period . Sub sequently a l l  the se town s 
e xcept Lae have been re lative ly le s s  s i gn i f icant , and newer 
towns l ike Gorok a , Mount Hagen and Arawa/Panguna/Kieta 
have be come more p rominent .  Lae was a more important 
ini ti a l  de s tination than Port More sby for both men and 
women who f i r s t l e f t  afte r 1 9 7 0 ,  prob ab ly be cause o f  the 
growth o f  i t s  industrial activity and improvement o f  i ts 
transport l ink s . 
Many men and women h ave made only one move s ince 
leaving the vi l l age ( Tab le 3 . 4 ;  3 2 . 7  pe r cent o f  the men 
and 5 7 . 1 per cent o f  the women ) . Mo s t  ma le migrants from 
P apua , the Sepik p rovince s and the i s lands ( apart from 
North S o lomons ) have made mult iple move s , b ut many high­
lande r s  have moved on ly once . A h i gh proportion o f  men 
from the North Solomons have been s ingle mover s  to Arawa/ 
Panguna/Kie ta . Thi s  s ugges ts that the deve lopment o f  the 
coppe r industry s timulate d con s ide rab le ' new • migration 
within the province . Thi s  intra-provincial movement was 
TABLE 3 .  3 
TIME OF F I RS T  MOVE BY LOCATI ON BY SEX ( % )  
Be fore 1 9 5 5  1 9 5 5 - 5 9  1 9 6 0 - 6 4  1 9 6 5 - 6 9  
MALES 
Rural 1 4 . 6  12 . 3 8 . 7  9 . 8  
Sma l l  Town 1 8 . 0  1 3  .. 6 1 5 . 1  12 . 9  
Large Town 4 3  .. 6 5 3  .. 8 5 6  .. 2 5 7  .. 4 
Port More sby 2 3 . 8 2 0 . 3  2 0 . 0  1 9 . 9  
TOTAL 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0  .. 0 1 0 0 .. 0 1 0 0 . 0  
FEMALE S 
Rural 9 . 3  1 0 . 6  9 . 3  7 . 8  
Sma l l  Town 2 4 . 0  1 9  .. 0 1 9 . 8  1 7  .. 2 
Large Town 3 9 . 4  3 8 . 0  4 9 . 7  5 9 . 1  
Port More sby 2 7 . 3  3 2  .. 4 2 1 . 2  1 5 . 9  
'I10TAL 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabulation s , Young . 
1 9 7 0 + 
3 . 4  
12 . 3 
6 6  .. 4 
1 7 . 9  
1 0 0 . 0  
4 . 7  
1 8 . 5  
6 2 . 7  
1 4 . 1  
1 0 0 . 0  
TOTAL 
6 . 7 
1 6 . 7  
5 7 . 0  
1 9 . 6  
5 . 6  
1 9 . 4  
5 6 . 5  
1 8 . 5  
I-' 
°"' 
N 
TABLE 3 . 4  
P ROVINCE OF B I RTH BY DE S TINAT I ON - ALL DE S T I NAT IONS COMB INED - % OF TOTAL 
Des t ination 
B irthplace We s t .  Gul f Cen t .  Milne B .  North . S H i gh . W H igh . S imbu E H i gh . Mor . Mad . 
MALES 
We s te rn 3 2 . 8  7 . 7  2 8 . 6  2 . 1  1 .  3 0 . 9  3 . 8 0 . 4  5 . 1  3 . 8  0 . 9  
Gul f  3 . 9 1 3 . 9  4 0 . 1  2 . 4  1 .  3 0 . 4  4 . 3  1 . 5  4 . 6  7 . 6  3 . 0  
Central 1 .  6 1 .  6 5 0 . 2  2 . 5  - 0 . 7  3 . 7  1 .  6 6 . 4 9 . 8  3 . 4  
Mi lne Bay 0 . 7  0 . 9  1 7 . 6  2 5 . 0  3 . 3  2 . 2  4 . 0  0 . 9  5 . 9  1 1 .  4 7 . 3 
Northern 2 . 6  0 . 7  2 8 . 5  9 . 7 7 . 9  0 . 7  7 . 9  0 . 7  3 . 7  1 3 . 9  3 . 7  
s H i gh l ands - 0 . 8  1 5 . 1  - - 2 . 5  3 5 . 3 0 . 8  1 0 . l  5 . 9  1 .  7 
W H i g h l ands - - 1 2 . 6  0 . 3  - 2 . 6  4 0 . 3  3 . 6  9 . 5  6 . 9  4 . 1  
S imbu 0 . 2  0 . 5  1 4 . 4 O·. 3 1 . 1 3 . 0  1 6 . 6  1 5 . 4  1 7 . 2  1 2 . 1  4 . 5  
E H i g h l an d s  0 . 1  1 . 1  1 3 . 6  0 . 4  0 . 7  0 . 6  9 . 0  3 . 6  3 8 . 2  1 3 . 6  2 . 9  
Moro be 0 . 9  0 . 2  1 2 . 7  1 . 1  1 .  0 0 . 5  4 . 3  1 .  3 7 . 3  3 6 . 5  8 . 1  
Madang 0 . 4  0 . 3 8 . 8  0 . 6  0 . 9  1 .  4 6 . 8  1 . 2  1 0 . l  1 0 . 9  3 5 . 8  I-' 
E a s t  Sepik 0 . 8  0 . 1  7 . 8  0 . 2  0 . 4  0 . 7  3 . 6  0 . 8  2 . 4  1 2 . 0  1 2 . 6  °" 
We s t  Sepik 0 . 4  - 6 . 1  - - - 2 . 8  0 . 4  2 . 4  8 . 9  1 3 . 4  w 
Manus - 2 . 1  1 0 . 9  - 0 . 5  1 .  0 6 . 8  1 . 6  5 . 2  1 0 . 4  9 . 9  
New I re l an d  0 . 8  2 . 3 1 0 . 9  - - 2 . 3  1 . 6  1 .  6 1 .  6 6 . 2 0 . 8 
W New Britain 0 . 5  - 1 2 . 0  0 . 5  - - 1 .  5 0 . 5  1 .  0 6 . 5  4 . 0  
E New Bri tain 0 . 9  0 . 6  1 6 . 7  0 . 9  0 . 6  0 . 9  3 . 9  1 . 2  7 . 0  7 . 3  3 . 6  
N S o lomons 0 . 2  0 . 2  8 . 3 - - - 1 .  9 1 . 0  2 . 7  4 . 2  2 . 5 
FEMALES 
We s t e rn 5 5 . 0  3 . 8  3 2 . 8 2 . 3 - - - - - 0 . 8  0 . 8  
Gu l f  1 . 5  1 4 . 6  4 2 . 7  3 . 5 0 . 6  0 . 6 3 . 2  0 . 9  3 . 2  5 . 0  5 . 8  
Central 2 . 2  3 . 4  5 0 . 0  3 . 7 1 . 5  1 . 0  3 . 2  1 . 2  4 . 2  1 3 . 1  3 . 7  
Mi lne Bay 1 .  3 - 2 6 . 1  3 9 . 2  3 . 4  1 . 0  1 . 6  0 . 3  6 . 0  9 . 1  2 . 3  
North ern 1 .  3 - 2 6 . 3  7 . 2  1 1 . 8 - 5 . 3  3 . 3  2 6 1 7 . 1  3 . 9  
s H i ghlan d s  - - 2 . 3  - - 1 8 . 6  4 1 .  9 4 . 7  7 . 0 7 . 0  4 . 7  
W H i ghlands - - 3 . 9  - - 1 0 . 3  5 7 . 3  3 . 9  7 . 3  6 . 5  5 . 2  
S imbu - 0 . 5  4 . 1  0 . 5  0 . 5  1 .  7 2 1 . 5 2 4 . 6  2 4 . 4  9 . 3  2 . 9  
E H i ghlands 0 . 3  0 . 3  4 . 5  0 . 3 - 0 . 8  1 0 . 5  4 . 5  5 0 . 9  1 5 . 6  5 . 4  
Mo ro be 0 . 2  0 . 4  1 0 . 0  0 . 2  1 . 1  1 . 1  2 . 0  1 .  8 7 . 1  5 4 . 8  8 . 7  
Madang - 0 . 5  5 . 0  0 . 5  - - 4 . 6  1 .  8 8 . 8 1 1 .  9 5 4 . 1  
E a s t  Sepik - 0 . 2  2 . 8  0 . 2  - 1 . 1  2 . 0  0 . 4  3 . 7  9 . 0  1 5 . 5  
We s t  S ep i k  - - 1 3 . 4 3 . 0  - - - - 3 . 0 1 0 . 4  1 1 . 9 
Manus - - 7 . 0  - 1 . 2  1 . 2  7 . 0  1 .  2 5 . 8  4 . 7  1 1 . 6 
New I re l a n d  - 0 . 9 7 . 4  - - - 2 . 8  2 . 8  2 . 8  4 . 6  5 . 6  
W New B r i t a in - - 1 . 1  - - - 1 . 1  - - 8 . 7  1 . 1  
E New B r i t ai n  - - 1 6 . 7  0 . 9  0 . 9 - 1 .  8 0 . 9  6 . 1  8 .  8 2 . 6  
N S o l omons - - 6 . 1  0 . 9  0 . 9  1 .  8 0 . 9  0 . 9  3 . 5  3 . 5  0 . 9  
S ource : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe c i a l  tabul a t i on s , Young . 
TABLE 3 .  4 ( CONTD . )  
De s tination 
Birthp lace E Sep . W Sep . Manus N Ire . WN)3 ENB N S o l s . Home S ingle Move r s  ( % )  Vi l l age A l l  Migrants 
MALES 
We ste rn 3 . 8  0 . 9  - - - 0 . 9  0 . 9  6 . 0  2 5 . 4  
Gul f  4 . 3  0 . 2  0 . 6  0 . 7  - 2 . 8  4 . 5  3 . 9  2 8 . 0  
Centra l 1 .  8 0 . 2  0 . 2  1 . 1  0 . 9  2 . 8  7 . 5  3 . 9  3 8 . 0  
Mi lne Bay 2 . 6  - 1 .  3 0 . 5  0 . 4  7 . 3  4 . 4  4 . 6  1 9 . 4  
Northern · 5 . 6  1 .  9 1 . 5  0 . 4  1 . 1  5 . 6 3 . 0  0 . 7  2 9 . 3  
S H i gh l ands 1 .  7 - - - - 1 4 . 3  7 . 6  4 . 2  4 0 . 4  
W H i gh l ands 0 . 8  - 0 . 5  0 . 5  0 . 8  4 . 6 8 . 5  4 . 6 4 2 . 6  
S imbu 1 .  6 - 0 . 2  0 . 3  0 . 3  3 . 0  2 . 8  6 . 7  3 2 . 6  
E H i gh l ands 1 . 0  0 . 1  0 . 1  1 .  4 0 . 7  4 . 3  4 . 6  4 . 0  3 5 . 8 
Mo robe 2 . 4  0 . 4  0 . 9  0 . 9  3 . 2 6 . 9  6 .  8 4 . 8  3 4 . 5  
Madang 3 . 9  0 . 4  0 . 9  2 . 2  0 . 3  7 . 1  4 . 9  3 . 3  3 3 . 9  I-' 
Eas t Sepik 2 4 . 3  2 . 0  2 . 3  2 . 2 2 . 2  1 3 . 5  5 . 4  6 .  8 3 0 . 0  O"I .t:::i. 
We s t  Sepik 2 2 . 4  5 . 7  2 . 8  2 . 8  - 1 5 . 0  7 . 3  9 . 7  I 2 4 . 3  
Manus 8 . 9  3 . 1  3 . 6  5 . 2  1 . 6  1 9 . 3  7 . 8  2 . 1  11 1 3 . 7  New Ireland 7 . 0  - 3 . 1  1 5 . 5  3 . 1  3 2 . 6  3 . 1  7 . 8  3 4 . 9  
W New Britain 5 . 5 - 1 . 5  3 . 5  1 1 . 8 3 2 . 0  1 2 . 0  7 . 0  II 1 0 . 2  E New Britain 3 . 3 0 . 9  0 . 6  1 .  8 6 . 4  2 2 . 3  1 6 . 1  4 . 8  3 2 . 1  N Solomons 1 .  9 0 . 2  0 . 6  0 . 2  0 . 6  1 0 . 2  5 9 . 8  5 . 4  4 6 . 8  
FEMALES 
We stern - - 2 . 3  0 . 8  - 0 . 8 0 . 8  - 6 0 . 0  
Gu l f  4 . 1  - 0 . 6  0 . 9  0 . 3  4 . 7  2 . 9  5 . 0  5 1 .  3 
Centra l 2 . 2 0 . 5  0 . 7  0 . 2  - 2 . 5  3 . 0  3 . 4  5 3 .  9 
Mi lne Bay 1 .  3 0 . 3  0 . 8  0 . 3  - 2 . 9  1 .  8 2 . 1  3 7 . 1  
Northe rn 3 . 9  - 0 . 7  2 . 0  0 . 7  7 . 9  4 . 6 1 .  3 4 2 . 1  
S H i ghlands 4 . 7  - 4 . 7  - - - 4 . 7  - 5 2 . 6  
W H i gh l ands - 0 . 9  - 0 . 9  - 1 .  3 0 . 4  2 . 2 I 6 4 . 1  
S imbu 2 . 0  1 .  0 - - 0 . 5  0 . 2  0 . 7  5 . 4  i 5 5 . 2  
E H i gh l ands 1 . 4  0 . 6  - - - 1 . 1  1 . 1  2 . 8  5 7 . 4  
Moro be 2 . 2  0 . 2  0 . 9  0 . 9  0 . 4  2 . 0  2 . 2 3 . 6  6 9 . 9  
Madang 5 . 5  - 0 . 5  0 . 5 - 3 . 7  - 2 . 8  6 6 . 7  
Eas t Sepik 4 6 . 9  1 .  3 1 .  3 1 .  5 1 . 1  6 . 5 2 . 2  4 . 4  6 1 .  0 
We s t  Sepik 4 3 . 3  4 . 5  1 . 5  3 . 0  1 . 5  - 1 .  5 3 . 0  6 9 . 2  
Manus 1 0 . 9  - 9 . 0  8 . 1  2 . 3  1 6 . 3  7 . 0  7 . 0  4 6 . 9  
New Ire land 2 . 8 - - 3 4 . 9  3 . 7  2 5 . 9  1 .  9 3 . 7 3 7 . 5  
W New Britain 1 . 1  - 2 . 2  5 . 4  3 2 . 6  3 4 . 8  3 . 3 8 . 7  5 4 . 5  
E New Britain 5 . 3  - 1 .  8 2 . 6  9 . 6  2 3 . 7  1 3 . 2  5 . 2  4 1 .  5 
N Solomons - - 0 . 9  1 .  7 6 . 1 8 . 7  6 0 . 0  4 . 3  4 9 . 1  
1 6 5  
not reve a le d  by the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  national population 
cens us e s , whi ch showed that the North S o l omons had one o f  
the lowe s t  rate s  o f  out -migration i n  the country 
( Tab le 2 . 1 ) . 1 6  
I n  contrast t o  the s ingle move r s , other s  have been 
e xtreme ly mob i le , and s ome have moved as many as 13 time s . 
As Tab le 3 . 5  shows , men on average move d more o f ten than 
women , but the leve l o f  mob i l ity did not vary greatly 
between people from d i f fe rent province s . The ave rage leve l 
o f  mob i l ity for e a ch populat ion i s  re l ated to the propor-
t ion o f  s ingle move r s , and con sequently men from Central 
Province and North S o l omons P rovince , many of whom have 
moved only once , have lower than average mob i l i ty . 
In general , mobi lity incre a s e s  w i th the leve l o f  
e du cation . A s  a rule those who h a d  no formal e ducation 
made fewer move s than tho se who had been to s chool , and 
the most mobi le were thos e  with secondary or tertiary 
training ( Table 3 . 5 ) . Thi s  trend was evident in mos t  o f  
the provincial  population s , a lthough in s ome case s , where 
the s i ze o f  the s amp le group was sma l l  ( fo r  e xample 
Northern and New I re l an d  Province s ) , it appeare d  to 
f l uctuate . Although the UHS data do not show the type s 
o f  j ob s  whi ch re spondents had he l d  in the pas t , we can 
a s s ume that many men with pos t-primary leve l  e ducation 
1 6  As note d earlie r , the time o f  the s urve y  may have 
b i a se d  the s e  re sults , s ince many re cent s choo l leavers 
were probab ly on the i r  f i r s t  vi s it s  to  town . 
Province 
MALES 
We s tern 
Gulf  
Cen t r a l  
Mi lne Bay 
Nort h e rn 
s H ighlands 
W H ighlands 
S irnbu 
E H ighlands 
Moro be 
Madang 
Eas t Sepik 
We s t  Sepik 
Manus 
New I re land 
W New Britain 
E New B r i t a in 
N S o lomon s  
TOTAL 
FEMALE S 
Wes te rn 
Gul f  
Centr a l  
Milne Bay 
Northern 
s H ighlands 
W H ighlands 
S imbu 
E H igh lands 
Moro be 
Madang 
E a s t  Sepik 
We s t  Sep ik 
Manu s  
New I re land 
W New B r i t a in 
E New B r i ta i n  
N S o lomons 
TOTAL 
l Mob i l i ty = 
1 6 6  
TABLE 3 . 5  
MOBI L I TY 1 - PROVINCE OF B I RTH BY E DUCAT ION 2 BY SEX 
None S t . 1- 3 
4 . 3  
2 . 6  
l .  7 
2 . 9  
3 . 8  
2 . 0  
2 . 4  
2 . 9  
2 . 2  
2 . 8 
2 . 9  
3 . 1  
3 . 6  
2 . 0  
2 . 2  
2 . 3 
2 . 5  
l .  4 
2 . 6  
l .  4 
l .  5 
l .  2 
l .  8 
l .  6 
2 . 2  
l .  9 
2 . 0  
l .  8 
l .  4 
l .  4 
1 . 5  
l .  8 
1 . 0  
2 . 5  
2 . 0  
l .  0 
1 .  0 
l .  6 
No . o f  Move s 
No . o f  Mover s  
3 . 4  
2 . 7  
l .  8 
4 . 1 
2 . 9  
l .  0 
2 . 2  
3 . 0 
3 . 1  
2 .  8 
3 . 1  
2 . 7  
3 . 3  
3 . 0  
6 . 0 
3 . 9  
l .  0 
l .  9 
2 . 9  
l .  4 
2 . 1  
2 . 1  
2 . 4  
2 . 5  
2 . 7  
l .  7 
2 . 0  
2 . 3  
1 . 5  
1 .  3 
1 . 9  
2 . 1  
2 . 3  
1 . 5  
2 . 2 
2 . 7  
1 . 6  
2 . 0  
Educa t j on 
S t . 4 - 6 
3 . 1  
3 . 3 
2 . 7  
3 . 1 
3 . 9  
2 . 7  
2 . 2  
3 . 8  
2 . 6  
2 . 9  
2 . 7  
3 . 1  
3 . 2  
4 . 1  
2 . 1  
2 . 7  
2 . 6  
l .  8 
2 . 9  
2 . 3  
2 . 2  
2 . 4  
2 . 4  
2 . 9  
3 . 5 
2 . 1  
2 . 5  
l .  9 
l .  8 
2 . 0  
2 . 3  
1 .  2 
1 .  4 
2 . 5  
2 . 3  
2 . 1 
2 . 3  
2 . 2  
Frn . I - I V  Tert . 
3 . 5  6 . 3  
3 . 4  4 . 2  
3 . 3  4 . 6 
4 . 2  5 . 0  
3 . 5  3 . 3  
3 . 4  -
3 . 6  2 . 0  
4 . 5  4 . 0  
3 . 1  7 . 0  
3 . 8  4 . 3  
3 . 2  3 . 1  
4 . 1  6 . 4  
3 . 0  8 . 0  
3 . 9 -
3 . 6  4 . 0  
3 . 9  -
3 . 4  3 . 2  
2 . 8  3 . 5  
3 . 6  4 . 3  
2 . 6  -
3 . 3  3 . 3  
2 . 5  6 . 0  
3 . 8  5 . 7  
4 . 6  -
1 .  0 -
4 . 0  -
2 .  8 4 . 0  
3 . 2  2 . 0  
2 . 6  -
2 . 7  -
2 . 5  5 . 2  
2 . 0  2 . 0  
3 . 8  -
3 . 4  4 . 0  
2 . 5  -
2 . 4  1 . 5  
2 . 4  -
2 . 9  4 . 3  
2 See Table 2 . 6  for de s c r iption o f  categorie s u sed t o  c la s s i fy e ducation . 
Source : UHS ,  1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c ia l  tabula t i on s , Young . 
TOTAL 
3 . 6  
3 . 2  
2 . 7  
3 . 6  
3 . 6  
2 .  3 
2 . 5 
3 . 3 
2 . 5  
3 . 0  
3 . 0  
3 . 2  
3 . 5 
3 . 8 
3 . 0  
3 . 4  
3 . 1  
2 . 2 
3 . 1  
2 . 2  
2 . 1  
2 . 1  
2 . 7  
2 . 7  
2 .  3 
2 . 0  
2 . 1  
2 . 0  
l .  6 
l .  7 
1 .  9 
1 .  7 
2 . 7  
2 . 7 
2 . 1  
2 . 2  
2 . 1  
2 . 1  
1 6 7  
had been , and , when inte rviewe d , s ti l l  we re pub l i c  
servants . People i n  the pub li c  servi ce are frequen tly 
tran s fe rre d be tween de s tination s , and mus t  make many 
move s dur ing the i r  working l i ve s . Thi s  h i gh leve l o f  
mob i l i ty a ls o  characte r i s e s  other le s s  high ly traine d 
gove rnment per s onne l ,  such a s  members o f  the po l i ce force 
or arme d s e rv i ce s , o r  pub l i c  he alth departmen t  emp l oyee s .  
I de al ly the se people should be i so l a te d  be fore the 
analy s i s  o f  the migrat ion h i s torie s , be cause the i r  
mob i li ty patte rn s  probab ly mask those o f  o ther s  who move 
ent i re ly o f  thei r  own vo l ition . Un fortunate ly the UHS 
does not give suffi c ient information to make thi s  d i s tinc-
t . . bl  1 7  ion po s s 1  e .  women with h i gher leve l s  o f  e ducation 
had a l s o  been more mobi le than tho se with none , but whi le 
we as s ume that thi s  i s  partly be cause s ome have he l d  upper 
leve l admini s trative pos ition s , i t  i s  probab ly a l s o  
be cause they have move d with the i r  husban ds . The UHS , l ike 
the censuse s , cannot be used to prove that women normal ly 
move a s  dependents , b ut s ince s o  few ( on ly 1 5 . 6  per cent o f  
al l women aged between 1 5  and 4 4 )  are in  formal wage 
emp loyment ( Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 : Standard Tab le 6 )  we can 
make thi s  a s s umpt i on . 
1 7  Curtain ( 19 7 6 : 5 7- 5 8 )  c a l l s  thi s  type o f  movement 
' pre- arrang ed employment migration ' and say s  that about 
1 7  per cent o f  the returne d migrants inte rviewe d in a 
s amp le o f  rur a l  vil lage s in the E a s t  Sepik in 19 7 4 / 7 5  
were o f  thi s  type . A h i gher proportion o f  urban 
dwe l le rs mus t be long to thi s  cate gory a lthough the i r  
characte r i s t i c  mobi l i ty patte rns have n o t  s o  far been 
des cr ibe d by o ther res earchers .  Jacobsen ( 19 7 3 : 35 )  
d i s cus s e s  a s imil ar type o f  mob i l ity among e l i te 
Ugandans in town . 
1 6 8  
TABLE 3 . 6 
CI RCULAR MIGRATI ON - PROVINCE OF B IRTH BY SEX 
Province Male s Females 
Wes tern 1 1 . 6  
Gul f 7 . 8 9 . 9  
Cen tr a l  7 . 5  6 . 7  
Milne Bay 9 . 0  4 . 2  
Northern 1 .  5 2 . 6 
s H i gh lands 8 . 3 
w H i gh l ands 9 . 2  4 . 3 
S imbu 1 3 . 4  1 0 . 7  
E H i gh l ands 8 . 0  5 . 6 
Mo r obe 9 . 6  7 . 1  
Madang 6 . 6  5 . 5 
Eas t Sepik 1 3 . 6  8 . 8 
Wes t  Sep ik 1 9 . 4  6 . 0 
.Manus 4 . 1  1 4 . 0  
New I re lan d  15 . 3  7 . 3  
w New Britain 1 3  .. 9 1 7 . 4  
E New Britain 9 . 5  10 . 3  
N S olomons 1 0 . 6  8 . 5  
TOTAL 9 . 7  7 . 1  
Circular Migration I ndex = 
No . o f  Move s Back to Vi l lage x 2 
Total No . o f  Move s 
x 1 0 0 
S o ur ce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c ial tabulations , Young . 
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Few pe ople who have made more than one move have 
returne d  to the i r  vi l lage o f  b irth except for brie f 
per i o ds o f  le ave . The home vi l lage accounts for le s s  
than ten p e r  cent o f  the tot a l  de s t ination s  where membe rs 
o f  e ach provincial  population had s tayed ( Tab le 3 . 4 ) . 
The ci rcular migration index for men i s  on ly 9 . 7 , although 
it  ran ge s from 1 . 5  for tho se from Northern Provin ce to 
1 9 . 4  for tho s e  from the We s t  Sepik ( Tab le 3 . 6 ) . Women 
have a lowe r average inde x  o f  c i r culation ( 7 . 1 ) and none 
from We s tern P rovin ce and the S outhern H i gh l an ds had 
re turned home to stay s in ce f i r s t  departure . Whi le the se 
f igure s a lmo s t  certainly unde re s t imate the amount o f  
return movement ( see above , p . 1 5 0 ) ,  they d o  show that the 
maj or i ty o f  re spondents in the UHS had not been circular 
migrants .  Howeve r the re i s  evi dence ( Tab le 3 . 7 ) that UHS 
TABLE 3 . 7  
C I RCULAR MIGRATION BY EDUCATION BY SEX 
None S t . 1 - 3 S t . 4 -6 Fm . I - I V  Tertiary 'Ibtal 
Male s 1 3 . 4  
Female s 7 . 1 
1 0 . 7  
1 0 . 2  
9 . 9  
8 . 7  
6 . 8 
5 . 9  
4 . 2  
8 . 4  
Sour ce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe c i a l  tabulation s , Young . 
9 . 7  
7 . 1  
male re spondents with no formal e ducation had a higher 
c ir cular migration inde x  than those who had been to s choo l . 
1 7 0 
The mo s t  h i gh ly e ducate d men had rare ly re turne d to live 
in the vi l lage , pre sumably be cause mo s t  o f  them he ld 
permanent j ob s  locate d in  towns . The inde x  of  circular 
migration for women i s  not re late d in the s ame way to 
the i r  leve l s  o f  e ducation , once again be cause many o f  the i r  
movement s depend on those o f  the i r  husbands . 
Although urban dwe l l ing migrants have not , on the 
who le , fo l lowed a sys tem o f  c i r cular migration , they have 
not cut themse lve s o f f  from the ir home v i l lage s . On ly 
4 . 7  per cent o f  male migrants said that they neve r  intende d 
to go back to l ive in the vi l lage when they retire d  
( Garnaut e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 : Standard Table 1 5 ) and many h a d  paid 
brie f vi s its to thei r  vi l lage s in the year pre ce ding the 
s urve y . Those who l ived in town s c lo se to the i r  home 
provi n ce s  were more l ike ly to have been back on re cent 
vi s it s . In Port Moresby 3 5 . 8  pe r cent o f  migrants from 
Centr a l  P rovince had been home in 1 9 7 3 , compare d with on ly 
1 4 . 8  per cent o f  tho s e  from Gul f  Province and 1 7 . 9  per 
cent from Morobe P rovin ce ( Garnaut e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 7 : S tandard 
Tab le 2 0 ) . However thi s  rule did not a lways app ly . Over 
4 0  per cent o f  the migrants from North So lomons who were 
l iving in Port More sby had been home during the last year , 
but mos t  o f  the se peo p le were h igh ly e ducate d and no doubt 
he l d  j ob s  whi ch enti t le d  them to paid le ave . Unski l led 
laboure r s  working in town s f ar from home cannot vi s it 
the i r  friends and fami l ie s  s o  frequent ly , be cause they 
mus t f inance themse lve s .  
1 7 1  
Further in dicat ion s o f  the link s be tween urban 
dwe l lers and thei r  rural k in come from information on 
f ami ly r e l ationships and the exchange o f  remittance s .  
A very h igh per centage o f  the ch i l dren age d between ten 
and fourteen who were born in a town had been back to 
s tay w i th the i r  re lat ive s in the ir parents ' vi l lages  
( more than 7 5  per cent in the case o f  tho s e  born in Port 
More sby ) ; and we l l  over hal f the emp loyed migrants in 
e ach o f  the e ight large town s had sen t  g i f t s  home although 
they themse lve s had been away from the vil lage for over 
three ye ar s . Ove r 4 0  per cent of  the s ame people had 
re ce ive d  g i fts from k in in the vi l lage ( Ga rnaut e t  a l . ,  
1 9 7 7 : Tab le s  5 . 6 and 5 . 7 ) . De spite the s e  l ink s a h i gh pro-
porti on o f  town dwe l le rs appear firmly committed to urban 
l iving . In the three sma l l  h i gh lands town s , 1 8  le s s  than 
2 0  per cent o f  the married men le f t  the i r  wive s  in thei r  
v i l lage s , and the proportion would probab ly have been 
sma ller in Kundiawa at le a s t  i f  s uf f i cient low co s t  
hous ing had been avai lab le . Thus the evidence from the 
UHS show s  that people maintain the i r  links with the ir rural 
b irthp lace s , but that they have l ived a lmo s t  entire ly in 
towns s in ce they f i r s t  le ft home . They appe ar to be per-
manent urban dwe l le r s  for the duration o f  the i r  working 
live s , a s  has previous ly been s ugge s te d  by , for example , 
Ryan ( 1 9 6 8 ) , Ward ( 19 7 1 )  and Conroy ( 19 76 ) . N o  firm 
eviden ce i s  avai lab le to show whethe r the s e  migrants wi l l  
1 8  Kund iawa , Kainantu and Minj : thes e  f igure s are not 
ava i l ab le for other towns ( Young , for th coming ) .  
1 7 2 
leave the towns when they ret i re , although mos t  say that 
they intend to do s o . I t  may be that when the time come s 
they choose to , or are force d  to remain in town s be cause 
l i fe in the vi l lage o f fe r s  l i tt le attraction . 
Although people who had move d more than once did not 
norma l ly return to stay in the i r  home vi l l age s , they ten de d  
t o  remain wi th in thei r  own region . Peop le from provin ce s 
serve d by large towns made a h i gh proportion o f  move s 
with in the i r  own provin ce ( Table 3 . 4 ) , a s  di d those from 
some o f  the remain ing province s , for examp le , We s tern and 
Milne Bay . Those from o ther provin ce s move d main ly to 
ne ighbouring province s with l arger town s , for examp le , 
tho s e  from Gul f  went to Central , and tho s e  from the Sou thern 
H ighlands to the We s tern High lands . Manus people move d 
to more di s tant are as s uch a s  Centra l  and Morobe Provin ce s . 
Mos t  o f  these inte r-provincial  movements took p lace with in 
de f in i te broad regions ( Fig . 3 . 1 ) , and on a re giona l 
bas i s  much movement was inte rna l . Men made re lative ly 
fewer in tra-re gional move s than women . The mos t  important 
se condary de s tination for people from Papua , the high lands 
and the i s lands was the New Guinea coa s t a l  region , whi le 
for tho se from the latter re gion i t  was the i s lands . In 
contra s t  to the evidence from the 1 9 7 1  national population 
cen s us , the UHS shows that h i gh l an de r s  had rare ly live d 
in the i s lands . Thi s  i s  be cause UHS re spondents from the 
h i gh lands had repute dly a lmost always l ive d  in towns s ince 
they f i rs t migrated ,  wherea s  the ma j or i ty of h i gh lande r s  
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enumerate d i n  the i s lands i n  1 9 7 1  ( except for tho se in 
North Solomons Province ) , were in rur a l  non -vi l lage centre s .  
The re i s  no evidence that the spatial  extent o f  
migration f ie lds change d dramati cal ly a fter initial move ­
ment from the v i l lage . People from provin ce s  whi ch contain 
large towns continue d  to make many move s within the i r  own 
provin ce whi le tho se from provin ce s admini s te re d  by minor 
towns not only byp a s s e d  thei r  provin c i a l  headquarters in 
the f i r s t  ins tan ce , but they sub sequently s tayed out of 
the province . People from We s te rn Provin ce were the only 
important e xception s , whi ch sugge s ts that some migrants 
who ini ti a l ly went to towns such a s  Port More sby , later 
returned to Daru or to other sma l l  towns and rural de stina­
tions in Wes tern P rovince . Thi s  may repre s en t  a return 
move on completion o f  train ing . The absence o f  such 
' re ve r s e ' step migration e l s ewhere i s  due to the high 
degree o f  concentration o f  both indus trie s and service s in 
the large r  town s . Be cause o f  thi s , provin ce s whi ch lack 
urban deve lopment are be ing draine d  pe rmanently o f  the i r  
mos t  h i gh ly traine d manpower . Thi s  was apparent from the 
re s ul t s  o f  the 1 9 7 1  cen s us whi ch showed that the mos t  
h ighly e ducate d people we re ne arly a l l  migran ts , and that 
many were congregate d in the larger town s . 
The analy s i s  s o  far sugge s ts that people who migrate 
to towns remain at le a s t  semi-permanently outs ide the 
rural se ctor . Although they maintain the i r  l inks with the 
vi l lage whe re they were born , they seem to be committe d  to 
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urban l i fe . Many are h igh ly mob i le , but the ir movements 
tend to focus on the l arger town s , even a l though they 
may come from province s which have no large urban centre s . 
1'he se importan t  points can be clar i fied by c l a s s i fying 
de s tin ation s  into common categorie s ,  and examining the 
move s o ccurr ing both with in and be tween cate gor ie s . 
The cate gorie s use d , in a s cending order in the urban 
h . h 1 9  ierarc y ,  are a s  fo llows : 
1 .  Vi l lage 
2 .  Rura l  
3 .  Sma l l  Town 
4 .  Large Town 
5 .  Cap ital 
Home vi l lage 
Any other rural de s tination 
All town s e xcept those in 
cate gorie s 4 and 5 
Lae , Rabaul , Madan g , Wewak , Goroka , 
Mount Hagen , Arawa/Panguna/Kieta 
Port More sby 
Over 75 per cent of both men and women , on f i r s t  
le aving the vi l lage , went e ither t o  P o r t  More sby or t o  one 
o f  the l arge town s ( Tab le 3 . 8 ) . Howeve r  a h i gh proportion 
o f  re spondents were born in the province s admini s te re d  by 
the se town s . I f  the proportional di s tr ibution o f  ini ti a l  
move s i s  we i ghte d  by the proportiona l repre s en tation o f  
each type o f  province2 0  i n  the tota l  population , it appears 
19 All centre s are c las s i fie d  according to the ir pos ition s 
at the time o f  the 1 9 7 1  cen sus , although some town s 
such a s  Goroka have only become large in re cent time s . 
Mi gran ts who s taye d  there even ten years ago were 
ce r tain ly not stay ing in a ma j or urban cen tre . Port 
More sby has been s eparate d  from the o ther large town s 
so that movement to the cap i tal alone i s  d i s tingui she d . 
The towns in cate gorie s 3 ,  4 and 5 are c las s i f ie d  
a c cording t o  hierar ch i cal leve ls sugge ste d b y  Jack son 
( 1 9 7 6 b : 6 - 1 2 ) . 
2 0  P rovince s with sma l l  town s ; province s with large 
town s ; provin ce ( Centra l )  with Port More sby . 
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TABLE 3 .  8 
INITIAL MOVE S - TYPE OF MOVE 
% OF TOTAL 
Al l Move s 
Ma le Fema le 
Vi l l age- Rural 8 .. 9 5 . 4  
Vi l lage- Sma l l  Town 1 3  .. 8 1 9 . 3  
Vi l l age- Large Town 5 7 . 6  5 6 . 8  
Vil lage - Cap i ta l  1 9 . 6  1 8 . 5  
1 We i ghte d  f igure s . 
Urban 
Ma le 
0 .. 3 5  
1 . 0 7 
2 . 8 8 
Sour ce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabulation s , Young . 
Move s l 
Fema le 
0 .. 5 1  
1 .  0 7  
2 .. 0 1  
that the large town s re ce ive d  almo s t  e xactly the i r  appropri­
ate share o f  in itial  movers ( Tab le 3 . 8 ) . Smal l  towns 
re cei ve d  far fewer ini t i a l  migrants than i s  warrante d by 
the population dis tribution , and Port More sby far more . 
Thi s  dominant initial movement to the capital , in whi ch 
peop le from al l parts o f  the country parti c ipate d , may be 
p art ly attribute d  to centra l i s ation o f  tertiary e ducation a l  
ins titution s  a n d  the h e a d  o f f i ce s  o f  both government 
departments and private f irms . As War d  ( 19 7 1 : 9 1 )  has 
sugge s te d , it may a l so o ccur be cause people have more 
information about Port More sby than about other town s . 
Centre s in the two top leve l s  o f  the hie rarchy a l so 
dominate the tota l migration e xpe r ien ce s o f  mos t  move r s . 
As F i gure 3 . 2  shows , ove r hal f o f  the move s made by men 
F ig . 3 . 2  Provinc e  o f  Bir th and Type o f  Des tination , Al l Moves Made by Al l UHS 
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from eve ry province e xcept We s tern have been to the se 
e ight town s . Thi s  con f i rms tha t  the movemen t  into sma l l  
towns w a s  more important f o r  We s tern Provi n ce people than 
for any othe r s . As note d e arlier , thi s  was the only 
provin ce whe re there was any dire ct e vi de n ce of ' re ve rse ' 
s tep migration . The reas on for thi s  i s  unc le ar , but i t  
i s  p robab ly re lated to the i s olation o f  Daru from other 
cen tre s , and a l s o  to town s i z e  ( Daru is the large s t  centre 
in cate gory three ) . For male migran t s  from o ther provin ce s , 
sma l l  towns were leas t s igni fi c ant for those from the 
Souther n  H i gh lands and North So lomon s . Mos t  women a l so 
move d to large town s or Port More sby , a l though sma l l  town s 
were impor tant de s tinations for those from We s te rn and 
Milne B ay Province s . 
De s p i te the overal l s i gn i f i cance o f  the se large 
centre s , Port More sby and the o ther large towns were le s s  
important in  the tota l  migration e xper ience o f  both men 
and women than they were in the ir i n i t i al movements . Sma l l  
town s became more important . Th i s  i s  probab ly due to 
migran t s  d i spe r s in g  to j ob s  in sma l l  towns a fte r com­
p le t i n g  the ir i n i t i a l  tra in i n g  in lar ge r  centre s . Thi s  
i s  a common characte r i s t i c  o f  pub l i c  s e rvice emp loyment , 
where youn g  people re ce i ve thei r  ini t i a l  train ing i n  head 
o f f i ce s  and are then trans fe rre d to pos i ti on s  with 
grea ter re s pons ib i l ity in sma l ler depar tme n t s . These 
movements do not n e ce s sar i ly take migran t s  back to the i r  
home province s ,  a n d  the evidence from the UHS shows that 
thi s  was in  fact uncommon . 
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S in ce mos t  re spondents were born i n  vi l lage s but have 
l ive d predominantly in centre s at the upper leve l s - of the 
urban hierarchy , they were ma in ly moving in an upwards 
dire ction . Howeve r , as Fig . 3 . 3 shows , people a l so moved 
w i thin the s ame leve l o f  the h ie rarchy , and downwards . 
Downwards move s rare ly reached the lower two hierarchical 
leve l s  - the home vi l lage and the rural are a s . They were 
e s s enti a l ly move s be tween sma l l  town s , l arge towns and 
Port More sby . In the later s tage s  o f  the i r  mi gration 
h i s tory , mo s t  people move d on ly betwee n  large town s and 
Port More sby , and altogethe r the se type s o f  move s account 
for ove r a quarter of a l l  move s eve r  made . The mos t  mob i le 
people thus remain within the ' large town c ircui t ' in the 
l ater s t age s o f  the i r  migrati on hi s to r ie s , po s s ib ly 
be cause by that t ime they ho ld h i gh s tatus j ob s  whi ch are 
only avai lable in the main centre s . 
In conclusion , urban dwe l lers in P apua New Guine a are 
peop le who h ave moved out of the rur a l  secto r  and , according 
to the evide nce from the UHS , are not l ike ly to go back 
unti l  they retire . They are not rural -based people who 
come to work for a short period in town , leaving the i r  
f ami l ie s  at home . Circul ar mi gration has not been an 
important feature in the i r  previous migration expe rience s . 
When they leave home they make for large r  towns and in 
partic ular for Port More sby . The se towns con tain almo s t  
a l l  the te rtiary train ing e s tab li shments ,  and a l s o  the 
main o f fi ce s  o f  firms in both the pub l i c  and the private 
F i g . 3 . 3  Dir ec tion o f  Movement Wi thi n  the S ettl ement Hierarchy , Al l UHS 
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se ctor s . They are part i c ularly important de s tinations 
for the more h i gh ly e ducated migrants . Conroy ' s  s tudy o f  
s choo l le ave r s  ( 19 76 : 1 4 3- 1 5 1 )  shows that mo s t  o f  the se 
young peop le anti cipate d  moving to the se town s . Ward 
( 1 9 7 1 : 1 0 3 - 10 4 )  s ugge s t s  that the movement to Port More sby 
in par t i cular i s  a l so inf luence d  by the in formation f low . 
I t  i s  l ike ly that peop le a l s o  have more knowledge about 
the o ther large towns than they have about sma l le r  centre s . 
Sma l l  towns o f fe r  few opportunities  for furthe r train ing 
and have on ly a sma l l  work force . Job s are o f ten f i l le d  
b y  people from adj acent vi l lage s  through the i r  di re ct con­
tacts in town , 2 1  and othe r people from the province are 
we l l  aware that few other vac an cie s exi s t . Hence they go 
e lsewhe re . Only a s tran ge r  wi l l  move into a sma l l  town on 
the o f f- chance of f in ding work . 2 2  Howeve r it mus t  be 
s tre s se d  tha t  many of the re spondents in the UHS did not 
choose the i r  initial or s ub sequent de s t ination s . Be cause 
they are pub l i c  servants , they cannot move independently , 
and the nature o f  thei r  o ccupations o f ten forces them to 
l ive i n  the large r  to\vn s . I f  they were g i ven the opportu-
n i ty ,  many might pre fe r to work in sma l ler town s within 
the i r  own province of b i r th , a s  i s  s ugge sted by the 
2 1  My previous work ( 1 9 7 J b : 8 0 - 8 5 ; 9 4 - 9 5 )  showed that thi s  
o c curre d  around Kainantu , where the only group o f  rural 
re spondents who had previous ly worke d in the town we re 
from adj acent vi l l age s . 
2 2  For example , during four months fie l dwork in Kundiawa in 
late 1 9 7 5  a lmo s t  eve ry j ob- seeke r encounte red was e i ther 
a S outhe rn H i ghlan de r  or a S imbu from a remote are a . 
S imbu from near the town , who know that few vacan c ie s 
exis t , go to the E a ste rn H i gh l ands o r  We s te rn Highlands 
to seek casua l  work . 
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re s ul t s  o f  a study o f  are a pre fe rence s o f  some te rtiary 
students ( We inand and Ward , in pre s s ) . 
S imbu in Town s 
The UHS shows tha t  in many way s migrants who were 
l iving in towns in 1 9 7 3/ 7 4  had expe r ie n ce d  s imi lar patte rns 
o f  moveme nt . S imbu ,  l ike other re spondent s , had not c ircu-
lated but had l ived mainly with in the urban s e c tor , 
e spe ci a l ly in l ar ge town s ; they had not move d in s tage s  
upwards through dif fe rent leve l s  o f  the urban h ierarchy ; 
and ,  de spite the fact that mos t  o f  them s t i l l  remained in 
contact with the i r  k i n  in the home vi l l age , they appeare d 
to be committe d  urb an re s i dents . Howeve r , a s  a provincial 
group , they di ffere d markedly from o the r re spondent s  in 
one important characte r i s t i c  - e ducation . Almo s t  h a l f  
the S imbu men and 6 8 . 2 per cent o f  the S irnbu women in the 
s ample had no formal e ducat i on , comp ared with average s 
for the total re spondent population o f  3 0 . 9  and 4 0 . 0  per 
cent re spe ctive ly . Few S irnb u  had attende d se condary or 
terti ary in s t i tution s . 2 3  Al though the UHS doe s  not spe ci fy 
de tai l s  on type s o f  o ccup ati on , it  may be a s s umed that , 
be cause S irnb u  in gene ral lack e ducation , mo s t  who were in 
2 3  Thi s  s amp le exc luded ful l- time s tudents at tertiary 
training e s tab l i s hments . However the pe r centage o f  
S irnbu men i n  the 1 9 7 7  intake to those e stab l i shments 
was close to the propo rt ional repre sentati on o f  S imbu 
in the national population ( Weeke s ,  1 9 7 7 : Appendix I I I ) , 
and thus the people o f  the province seem to be le s s  
dis advantaged than they we re i n  the pas t . 
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the wage force he l d  unsk i l l e d  j ob s . Con sequently , 
re lative ly few would have been in permanent pos itions 
with the l ike l ihood o f  tran s fer by the i r  emp loyers . 
Unl ike the urban e l ite , they were free to choose the ir 
de stination s , and the spatial pattern of the i r  movements 
mus t  l arge ly re f le ct independent cho i ce . I t  remains to 
examine migration proce s s e s  among the S irnbu-born in greater 
de tai l ,  and to  inve s t i gate how the se proce s se s  vary with 
migrant character i s ti c s . 
Only 9 . 8  per cent o f  S irnbu men and 2 5 . 0  per cent o f  
S irnbu wome n  moved t o  Kundiawa when they f i r s t  le f t  the 
vil l age . The s e  re spondents are the only S irnb u  who can be 
de s cribed as  potential s tep migrants . Fur ther inve s tiga -
tion shows that very few o f  the se people cont inue d  to fol low 
TABLE 3 . 9 
SECOND MOVES MADE BY S IMBU 
WHO F I RS T  MOVED TO KUNDIAWA 
Male s 
None 1 1  
Port Moresby 2 
Large Towns 3 
Sma l l  Towns 3 
Rur a l  
Horne Vi l l age 
TOTAL 1 9  
Fema le s  
3 1  
1 4  
1 
1 
1 
4 8  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe ci a l  tabulations , 
Young . 
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a pattern o f  s tep migration . Ove r hal f o f  the me n and 
women made a s ingle move only to Kundiawa ( Tab le 3 : 9 ) , 
and , s ince many o f  the se peop le were in the 1 5  to 1 9  age 
group , we may a s s ume that a h i gh proportion we re re cent 
s chool leave r s . Although some of the se re spondents may 
have moved sub sequently to l arge r  towns and thus be come 
s tep migrant s , the UHS provide s no evidence o f  thi s . Mos t  
mul tiple mover s  who had ini t i a l ly l ived i n  Kundiawa did 
in  f a c t  continue to move in s ta ge s  to upper leve l towns , 
but they account for only 2 . 6  per cent o f  a l l  S imbu men 
and 7 . 3 per cent o f  a l l  S imbu women . Thi s  evidence con­
firms that S imbu peop le do not norma l ly fo l low the step 
mi grat ion proce s s  when they migrate . 
Ma le s 
Fema le s  
TABLE 3 . 10 
S IMBU - S INGLE MOVERS 
% OF TOTAL MOVERS IN EACH GROUP 
Be f ore 1 9 5 5  
9 . 5 
5 0 . 0  
1 9 5 5 -6 4  
1 4 . 3  
2 1 . 4  
Afte r 1 9 6 5  
4 4 . 3  
6 2 . 0  
Total 
3 2 . 8  
5 5 . 2  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe cial  tabulation s , Young . 
The proportion o f  s i ngle move rs among a l l  S imbu in 
towns was c l o se to the average for the entire re spondent 
population , but natur a l ly var ie s according to the length 
o f  time s ince peop le f i r s t  le ft the i r  vi l l age s ( Table 3 . 10 ) . 
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Very few S irnbu men who le ft be fore 1 9 5 5  had move d only 
once , whe re as almo s t  h a l f  of those who f i r s t  move d - afte r 
1 9 6 5  made on ly one move , to the i r  present town o f  re s i dence . 
Mos t  female s ingle movers had a l s o  only le ft the i r  vi llage s  
a f te r  1 9 6 5 . I t  can be a s s ume d that women are more l ike ly 
to have moved on ly on ce be cause they may come to j oin the i r  
husbands a f te r  the men have made seve ra l  previous move s . 
S irnbu who have been away longe r  from the i r  vi l lage s 
have had the opportun i ty to be more mob i le . Howeve r  i f  
mob i l i ty i s  we i gh te d  b y  the length o f  time avai lable for 
moving , o l de r  S irnb u  men and women have actua l ly been le s s  
mobi le than those i n  the youn ge r  age group s  ( Table 3 . 1 1 ) . 
The h i gh mobi lity o f  young migrants i s  an e xpe cte d deve lop­
ment fol lowing improveme nts in tran sport network s , more 
e ff i cient f l ow o f  information , and an incre ase in the 
variety o f  emp loyment opportunitie s  ava i lab le . 
Mob i l i ty a l s o  increases with e ducation and i s  further 
re late d  to the type s o f  j ob s  whi ch people h ave he ld . The 
UHS data are inadequate for e xact analys i s  o f  th i s  re lation­
ship because they only show pre sent emp loyment and do not 
a lways de s cr ibe thi s  e xa c tly . For thi s  part o f  the inve st i ­
gation , re sponde nt s  h ave been s ub- divide d  into three 
emp loyment c a te gorie s :  not emp loye d ,  emp loye d by a private 
company , and emp loyed by the government . At the time o f  
the s urve y , 3 4  pe r cent o f  S irnbu men were gove rnment 
employee s and 2 6  pe r cent had no paid emp loyment ( Tab le 3 . 1 1 ) . 
On the bas i s  o f  the l imi te d  informat ion ava i l ab le , gove rnment 
TABLE 3 .. 1 1  
S IMBU - MOB IL ITY AND C IRCULAR MIGRATION - AGE BY EMPLOYMENT BY SEX 
( 1 )  ( 2 )  ( 3 )  ( 4 )  ( 5 )  
: Government Nob .. l We i ghte d  
Not . Employ . P rivate ca sua
T p .t to __ ;Compen s ate 
Up to S t . 6  Fro . I+ for Age 
M F M F M F M F M F M F 
Mob i l i ty 
Age Group 
1 5 - 1 9  2 . 7  2 . 3  2 . 0  1 .  0 3 . 0  - - 2 . 3  3 . 2  2 . 7  1 . 1 0 0 . 9 4  
2 0 - 2 4  3 . 1  2 .. 1 3 . 0  3 . 0  1 . 2  - 2 . 3  3 . 0  4 . 4  4 . 0  0 . 4 1 0 . 2 9  
2 5 - 3 4  5 . 2  2 . 2  3 . 4  1 .  2 2 . 8 - 3 . 8 - 5 . 5  - 0 . 3 0 0 . 1 7 
3 5 - 4 4  2 . 1  2 . 0  2 .. 8 - 3 .. 1 - 6 . 8  - 9 . 0  - 0 . 1 6 0 . 0 9 
TOTAL 3 . 4  2 .. 1 3 . 1  1 .  9 2 . 6  - 4 . 7  2 . 4  4 . 5  3 . 2  
No . in S amp le 5 2  1 8 3  8 0  1 0  3 0  - 1 5  5 2 3  5 
C i rcular Mi_g .. 
Age Group 
1 5 - 1 9  2 2  .. 2 12 . 5  1 6 . 7  - -
2 0 - 2 4  2 0 . 7  1 7 . 4  - - -
2 5 - 3 4  2 1 . 9 2 4 . 0  3 0 . 3  - -
3 5 - 4 4  2 1 . 1  1 7 . 6  3 2 . 0  4 .. 9 -
TOTAL 2 1 . 5  2 0 . 5  2 6 . 0  2 . 8  -
l Mob i l i ty � Average number o f  ye ars s in ce age 1 5 . 
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabulat ion s , Young . 
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emp loye e s  are further s ub-divide d  into casual workers and 
tho se who se j ob s  enta i led s ome form o f  se curi ty , norma l ly 
with pen s ion and leave entitlement ( he re called p e rman e n t  
emp loyee s ) . Permanent employee s are then sub-divide d  
a ccording t o  the i r  leve l o f  e ducation , whi ch i s  assume d to 
be a s urrogate for leve l of ski l l . In addition to al lowing 
ana lys i s  o f  the re l a tionship between mobi li ty and type o f  
employment , thi s  c l a s s i f ication dis t ingui s he s , with in the 
l imits set by the data , be tween those people who are 
norma l ly tran s ferred by the i r  emp loye r s , and those who move 
o f  the i r  own vol ition . Most o f  the forme r  should be long 
to Cat e go r ie s 4 and 5 ( Table 3 . 11 }  a lthough s ome wi l l  also 
be in private employment ( Cate gory 2 ) . Permanent emp loyee s , 
who accoun te d  for only 1 9  per cent o f  a l l  S imbu men in the 
s ample , h a d  been the most mob i le . Those w i thout j ob s  had 
a h i gher leve l  o f  mobi l ity than e i ther the private ly 
emp l oye d or casual gove rnment worke r s , but it may be assume d 
that some o f  thos e  not emp loyed at the t ime o f  the s urvey 
had previ o us ly he l d  pe rmanent j ob s . The data unfortunate ly 
cannot indi cate thi s . Mob i l i ty within e a ch cate gory 
increased w i th age , b ut ,  a l though o l der men in permanent 
gove rnment j ob s  had move d more often than others , they had 
had a long working l i fe within whi ch to do so . In te rms 
o f  the t ime avai l ab l e  for movement ,  younge r h i gh ly e ducate d  
gove rnment emp loyee s h a d  been more mob i le . 
The s e  contra s ts in mob i l ity can be i ll us trate d through 
case h i storie s of indivi dual migrants . 2 4  
2 4  See F i g . 3 . 7  for spat i al pattern s  o f  movement for these 
indivi dua l s . 
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A i s  a young man from the Chuave di s tr i ct , in h i s  
e a r l y  twentie s ,  wi th two years o f  se condary s chooling . 
He i s  currently emp loyed as a Me di cal As s i s tant by the 
Department o f  Health . During a migration h i s tory o f  on ly 
four ye ars , he has move d four time s  in the course o f  
tra ining a n d  emp loyment , and has been l iving in Kundi awa 
for on ly a few month s . B ,  age d  between 2 5  and 3 4 , and 
with s ix ye ar s primary s chool train ing , has been away from 
the vi l la ge for 1 3  ye ars . During tha t  t ime he has been a 
drive r with the pol i ce force , and has move d s ix time s . He 
has spent only a few months in Gorok a , h i s  current place 
o f  res i dence . C ,  in the same age group as B ,  but with no 
formal e duc.ation , is c urrent ly unemp loye d ,  but has been 
away from h i s  home for ten ye ar s . During that pe riod he 
has move d f i ve time s , but we h ave no in formation on h i s  
previous emp loyment a lthough from the location o f  de stina­
t ions we can a s sume that for s ome o f  the t ime he may have 
been emp loye d on p lantations . In te rms o f  the length o f  
the i r  migration h i s torie s , A ,  the e ducate d  pub l i c  servant , 
has been the mos t  mob i le ; B and C have a lmo s t  equal leve l s  
o f  mob i l i ty . Thus altho ugh the se example s show that 
mob i l i ty is re l a te d  to age and to type of emp loyment , they 
a l s o  s how that the re l ation s h ip nee d not a lways ho ld , and 
some uneducate d S imbu have move d many t ime s . 
Over 9 0  pe r cen t o f  S irnbu women be longe d  to Cate gory 1 ,  
the unemp loye d , and the i r  mob i lity di f fe rs on ly s l i gh tly 
within the d i f fe rent age group s . The ten women , a l l  be low 
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the age o f  2 5 , who be longe d to Cate go r ie s 4 and 5 had been 
-
on ave rage more mobi le than tho s e  who were not work ing , 
but , a s  with the men , thi s  re lationship var i e d  indi vi dua l ly . 
For e xamp le , one youn g  woman wi th two years o f  se condary 
s chool ing , and age d be tween 15 and 1 9  ( Migrant F ) , had 
re cen tly f ini shed s chool , and had then been s ent to Wewak 
a f te r  completing her training at the mal ar i a  s chool in 
K undiawa . Whi le her mob i lity ( 2 . 0 }  was be low average , an 
unemp loyed housewi fe age d  be tween 2 0  and 2 4  had move d four 
time s  s in ce leaving the v i l l age in 1 9 6 8  ( Mi grant E ) . 
Few S imbu urban dwel le r s  had gone back to the ir home 
vi l lage s for more than brie f vi s i ts . Although , in the 
total s ample populati on , the leve l o f  c i r cular migration 
was inverse ly re late d  to the leve l of e ducati on , thi s  
re lation sh ip d i d  not h o l d  for men from S imbu ( Tab le 3 . 7 ) . 
Thos e  with between four and s ix year s o f  p rimary s choo l ing 
had made more return move s than those who had never been 
to s choo l . Among S imbu men , the leve l of c i rcular migration 
was s li ghtly higher among those who had been away from the 
vi l lage for a shorter time ( Table 3 . 12 ) , whi ch may indicate 
that the more re cent migrants are s ti l l  s trong ly attached 
to the vi l lage and more l ike ly to re turn . Women who f i r s t  
le ft the i r  vi l lage s between 1 9 5 5  and 1 9 6 5  had a higher leve l 
o f  c i rculation than those who le ft late r ; many re cent 
move r s  had only moved once . 
Circul ar migrati on , l ike mob i li ty , varie d a ccording to 
type o f  emp loyment . Men in cas ual gove rnment emp loyment 
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TABLE 3 . 12 
S IMBU - C IRCULAR MI GRATI ON BY T IME 
( MIGRATI ON COHORTS ) 
Migration Cohort Be fore 1 9 5 5  1 9 5 5 - 6 5  
Male s 1 2 . 0  1 2 . 6  
Female s 1 0 . 5  1 7 . 4  
1 9 6 5 +  
1 4 . 9  
8 . 5  
Sour ce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe ci a l  tabulation s , Youn g . 
had made a h i gher proportion o f  c ircular move s than e i ther 
the unemp loyed or private ly emp loye d .  Tho s e  i n  permanent 
gove rnment .j ob s  had hardly e ve r  ret urne d to the vi l lage to 
l i ve ( Table 3 . 1 1 ) . Thi s  indic ates tha t  a l though urban 
dwe l l in g  S imbu as a whole were not c i r c ular migrants , those 
in c a s ua l  employme n t , who p re s umably were le s s  highly 
ski l le d , were more l ik e ly to have returned to l ive in the 
vi l lage . Thi s  i s  to be  e xpe cte d  be caus e , unl ike pe rmanen t  
emp loyee s ,  the i r  movements a r e  n o t  dire cte d and they can 
cho o s e  to return home at wil l . None o f  the three men in 
the case s t udie s de s c r ibed above had made a c i r cular move . 2 5  
S imbu people made a large proportion o f  the i r  total 
move s to de s tinations in the h i gh lands , Morobe and Central 
Province s ( Tab le 3 . 3 ) . Of  the s e , the h i gh l ands were the 
mo s t  importan t  for both men and women . In e ve ry case the 
main de s t inations were the large s t  towns in the se province s ,  
2 5  Circul ar migration leve l s  for women were not calculated 
in thi s  t ab le be cause almo s t  al l were in the unemp loyed 
cate gory . 
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and some inte r- urban l ink s were parti cularly important .  
F i g . 3 . 4  s hows that S imbu men trave l le d  between e ight main 
foc a l  poin ts , Kundi awa , and seven o f  the e ight large s t  
town s . Gorok a , Port More sby and Kundiawa were the mos t  
important o f  the s e , a n d  the mos t  common move s were made 
be tween Gorok a and Kun di awa ; Goroka and Lae ; Lae and 
Port More sby ; Kun di awa and Port More sby ; Moun t Hagen and 
Lae ; Mount Hagen and Kundiawa . Thus , a lthough Kundiawa 
did not h ave a s i gn i f ic an t  ro le in ini t i a l  movement from 
S imb u , it was an importan t  node in the migration f ie l d  o f  
urb an dwe l l in g  S imbu migrant s . Thi s  migration f ie l d  was 
s trong ly concentra te d  into a re l ative ly smal l  region o f  
P apua New Guinea .  
D i f f e re nt de s tinations h ave been o f  di f fe rent s i gn i ­
f i c ance a t  di f fe rent t ime s . Be fore 1 9 5 5  few S imbu men now 
l iving i n  town s had move d o ut s i de the h i gh l an ds ( F i g . 3 . 5 ) . 
Between 1 9 5 5  and 1 9 6 5  they move d to more wide ly di spe r s e d  
de s t ination s , and the vo l ume o f  movement increase d .  Lae , 
Madang and Port More sby were the main non - h ighl and de s tina­
t ion s . Af ter 1 9 6 5  the vol ume o f  movemen t  was far greate r , 
and the mai n  de s tinati on s  were Gorok a , Lae , Port More sby , 
Mount Hagen and Kundiawa . Arawa/Panguna/Kieta on ly eme rge d 
a s  an imp ortant de s tinati on during thi s  per io d . 
S imbu women a ls o  moved to more dispe r s e d  locat ions 
over time , a ltho ugh most have move d beyon d the h i gh l an ds 
on ly during the last ten year s ( Fi g . 3 . 5 ) . None o f  the 
non-h i gh l and de s tinations were nearly as s igni f i cant for 
women as  they were for men .  
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The cen s us e s  a l s o  show tha t  the movement to towns 
incre a s e d  ve ry rap idly between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 , e spe ci a l ly 
among h i gh land-born population s .  The data from the UHS 
provi de further evide n ce o f  thi s  trend for the S imbu and ,  
moreove r , s ugges t  that since few o f  the s e  people had live d 
in rur a l  non-vi l lage centre s , mo s t  who move d to town were , 
a ccording to the de finiti on i n  Chapter 1 ( p . 4 1 ) ,  non­
a greement migrant s . 
Migrants with di f fe rent characte r i s ti cs o f  age , sex 
and e ducation tend to move to di f fe rent locati on s . As 
F i g . 3 . 5  shows , few S imbu women move d to de s tinations 
di stan t  f rom the i r  home province , b ut many men had live d  
in f ar - o f f  centre s l ik e  Arawa/P angun a/Kieta . S imi larly , 
o lder people travel le d  le s s  e xtens ive ly than those in the 
younger a ge group s . S imbu men and women who h ave attende d  
s econdary s chool s  o r  tertiary training e s tab l ishments have 
more o ften l ive d outs i de the h i gh l ands than h ave those 
with l owe r e ducation a l  qua l i f i c ations ( Tab le 3 . 1 3 ) . I t  
may b e  as sumed tha t  h i gh ly qua l i f ie d  S imbu h ave a n  extens ive 
migration space be cause they are bette r  informed and hence 
more l ike ly to go to di stan t  are a s , and a l so be cause they 
are permanent governme n t  emp l oyee s and may be trans ferre d 
to di s tan t  des tination s . We l l -educate d S imb u  men moved 
mainly to P apua or to the New Guin e a  coas t a l  region when 
they l ive d outs i de the h i gh lands . Although the i s lands 
re g ion was unimpor tant for S imbu o f  a l l  leve ls o f  e duca­
tion , it was margina l ly more importan t  for the une ducate d  
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TABLE 3 . 1 3 
S IMBU - DES TINATION S  - REGION BY EDUCATION BY SEX 
None St . 1 - 3 St . 4 - 6  Fm . I - IV Tert . TOTAL 
Male s 
P apua 1 4 . 7  1 3 . 1  1 8 . 1  2 2 . 0  4 2 . 9  1 6  . 1  
H ighlands 6 0 . 2  6 3 . 1 5 6 . 2  4 6 . 9  4 2 . 9  5 9 . 1  
New Guinea Coa s t  1 5 . 8  1 7 . 2  1 7 . 1  2 2 . 8  1 4  .. 3 1 8 . 2  
I sl an ds 9 . 3  6 . 6 8 . 6  8 . 3 - 6 . 6 
TOTAL ( Move s )  2 5 9  1 2 2  1 0 5 1 4 5  7 
Fema le s 
P apua 6 . 3  - 3 . 8 1 6 . 2  - 6 . 3  
High lands 7 8 . 6  8 0 . 0  7 7 . 4 6 7 . 7  - 7 7 . 6  
New Guinea Coas t  14 . 3 2 0 . 0  1 7 . 0  1 6 . l  - 15 . 1  
I s l ands 0 . 8 - 1.. 8 - 1 0 0 . 0  L O  
TOTAL ( Move s ) 2 6 6  5 5  5 3  3 1  3 
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe c i a l  tabulation s , Young . 
than for tho se who had been to s choo l . Thi s  s ugge s ts a 
pos s ib le re l ationship with agreement l abour migration , 
a ltho ugh many unski l le d  S imbu were a l so working a t  the 
Bougainvi l le coppe r mine . More h i gh ly e ducated S imbu women 
also had a broade r  migra tion f ie ld ,  but the i r  movements 
rare ly extende d  to P apua , let alone the i s l ands . Both 
Youn g  ( 19 7 3b : l2 2 )  and Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 4 3 - 15 9 )  have pre vious ly 
noted tha t  h i gh ly e ducate d migrants ten d  to be di spe r s e d  
more wi de ly from the i r  home province s than tho s e  with l i ttle 
e ducation . 
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Afte r i n i t i a l  upwards move s from the home vi ll age to 
Port More sby or one o f  the other l arge town s , many S imbu 
moved back to lower h i e rarch i ca l  leve l s , a lthough they 
rare ly returne d to the rural s ector . Port More sby and the 
o ther large towns were le s s  importan t  in the total mi gration 
space o f  S imbu people than they were in in itia l  movement 
( Table 3 . 1 4 ) . Smal l  towns were more important . Thi s  dis -
per s a l  o f  S imbu t o  sma l le r  centre s , whi ch may be a pos t-
training phenomenon ,  doe s not indi cate a reve rse movement 
to S imbu Provin ce . The re lative importan ce o f  di f fe rent 
type s o f  de s tination varied between migration cohorts 
( Fig . 3 . 6 ) . Nobody who l e f t  home be fore 1 9 5 5  had l ive d in 
TABLE 3 . 1 4 
S IMBU - TYPE S OF DE S TINATI ON 
Ini t i a l  De s t in ation s  All De s tinations 
Ma le s Female s Male s Female s 
Rural 1 2 . 3  4 . 1  1 7 . 2  1 0 . 8  
Sma l l  Town s 1 7 . 7  3 1 . 8  2 3 . 5  3 0 . 7 
Large Town s 4 9 . 8  5 9 . 4  4 5  .. 7 5 4 . 4  
Port More sby 2 0 . 2  4 . 7  1 3 . 6  4 . 1  
Sour ce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : s pe ci a l  tabulation s , Youn g . 
Port More sby , but mos t  had l ive d in other large towns . In 
the 1 9 5 5 - 1 9 6 4  cohort , Port More sby was the de s tination in 
a lmo s t  2 0  pe r cen t  o f  a l l  move s , and large and sma l l  towns 
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we re o f  equa l importan ce . People in the late s t  cohort 
( po s t  1 9 6 4 )  have move d main ly to the large town s . Dur ing 
thi s  period the employmen t prospe cts in newer large towns 
s uch a s  Gorok a , Mount Hagen and Arawa/Panguna/K ieta were 
rapi dly increa s ing , and re s tr i ction s  on movement to town s 
in gene ral we re re l axe d . 2 6  Rural de s tination s  have be come 
re l at i ve ly le s s  importan t  throughout the pe r iod . The 
change i n  de s t in ation type s for S imbu women fol lowed a 
s l i ghtly di f fe rent p atte rn , a l though large towns also 
became more important with t ime . Both the s e  trends are 
s tatis ti ca l ly s i gn i f i c an t  < x2 = 5 9 . 6  for men and 2 6 . 7  for 
women , d f  = 6 in e a ch case ) . 
Thi s  comp le x  patte rn o f  e s senti al ly inter- urban 
movement i s  c lari fi e d  by indivi dual case h i s to r ie s . 
F i g .  3 . 7  i l l ustrate s  the individua l migration space o f  
s ix S imbu migrants . None o f  the se peop le h a s  remaine d 
w i thin a s ingle h ie rarch i c a l  leve l . A and B both made 
i n i ti a l  move s to large town s , but whi le A there a fter 
o s c i l l a te d  be tween smal l  towns and Port More sby , B rema ine d 
mai n ly within large town s . A ' s movement s  were re late d  to 
h i s  tr ainin g as a ski l le d  me di c a l  a s s i s tant , in Madan g , 
and l a te r  i n  Port More sby . Sub sequently he was poste d to 
a smal le r centre to work . Thi s  i s  an e xample o f  the down-
wards di s pe r s a l  o f  ski l le d  migrants a fter tra in in g , note d  
above . B had been tran s fe rred to a n umber o f  centre s in 
2 6  See Chapte r 1 ,  p .  3 6  for brie f di s c us s ion on the se 
re stri ction s . 
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the course o f  h i s  j ob with the pol i ce force . c f i r s t  
wen t  to P o r t  More sby , but then move d independently to 
large town s and h ad one s tay in a rural de s tination . 
As we s aw earlier , ( p . 1 8 8 ) ,  h i s  h i s tory i s  po s s ibly in-
a c curate s in ce he i s  uneduca te d and may have spent some 
o f  h i s  time on a p l antation rather than , a s  re corde d , in 
the adj a cent large town . The women h ave had a le s s  varied 
migrati on e xper i en ce . E ,  who had spent one period back 
in the vi l l age , was the only c ir cular migran t . F had 
f o l lowe d a s te p- type patte rn , but not by choi ce . Thi s  
movement w a s  re l a te d  t o  her training as  she attende d  the 
only tertiary ins t ituti on in Kundiawa - the malaria s choo l . 
New Irelander s i n  Towns
2 7 
New I re l an d  respondents in the UHS were more h i gh ly 
e duca te d  than the total s ample population . On ly 1 1 . 6  per 
cent o f  the men had neve r  been to s chool , compared with 
3 0 . 9  pe r cen t  for a ll re spondents , and ,  in contras t ,  3 5  
p e r  cen t  h a d  s econdary or tertiary trainin g . Although 
emp loymen t data do not i ndic ate the bas i s  o f  emp loyment , 
i t  c an thus be as s ume d that a h i gh proportion o f  New 
I re lan de r s  l iving in towns were in pe rmanen t  j ob s , and 
that c on sequently the ir movements were dire cted by thei r  
emp loyer s .  
2 7  A l l  the fol lowing ana lys i s  i s  based on a ve ry sma l l  
s ample ( 4 3  men and 4 0  women ) and thi s  a f fe cts the 
re s ults in some tabulation s . 
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TABLE 3 . 15 
SECOND MOVES MADE BY NEW I RELANDE RS 
WHO F I RS T  MOVED TO KAVIENG AND RABAUL 
Kavieng Rabaul 
M F M 
None 2 8 1 0  
Port More sby 1 1 
Large Town s 2 4 1 
Sma l l  Towns 3 
Rur a l  1 1 
Home Vi l la ge 2 1 3 
TOTAL 7 14 1 9  
F 
5 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 6  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabu lation s , Youn g . 
On ly 1 6 . 3  per cent o f  New I re lan d  men and 3 5  pe r cent 
o f  New I re l an d  women made the i r  f i r s t  move s to Kavieng .  
More than ha l f  the women had moved n o  further but mos t  o f  
the men made s ub sequent move s ( Table 3 . 1 5 ) . In  two case s 
they h a d  ret urned to the i r  home vi l l a ge s , but the remainde r  
went o n  t o  l ar ge r  town s . The se s te p  migran t s  a ccount for 
on ly 7 . 0  pe r cent o f  the tota l sample of New I re l and men . 
Ten per cent o f  the New I re l an d  born women were s te p  
migrants . Thi s  indi cate s that few urban dwe l l ing New 
I re lan de r s  move d in stage s through Kavieng to larger centre s . 
Howeve r , a s  the 1 9 7 1  cen s us s ugge s te d  ( p . 1 3 0 ) , the Namatana i 
D i s tr i ct o f  New I re l an d  i s  o r ie nted to Rabaul rather than 
Kavieng ,  and thus movement to Rabaul must a ls o  be ana ly s e d  
t o  see whe the r that town has  a ro le in the s te p  migration 
proce s s . Over 4 0  per cent o f  New I re lan d  men and women 
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moved to Raba ul when they firs t l e ft the vi l la ge . More 
than h a l f  the men move d only once ( Tab le 3 . 15 ) , and only 
two of the rema inde r  continue d  to large r  town s . The 
others di s pe r s e d  to sma l l  town s ( on ly in one case to 
Kavien g )  or returned to rural New I re l and . Thus Rabaul 
was not norma l ly a s ta ge in the s tep migration proce s s  
for New I re land men . I n s te ad i t  was an important final 
de s t in at ion , o r  an intermediate locat ion from whi ch 
migrants s ub sequently d i s pe r s e d  to othe r centre s . I t  was 
le s s  s i gn i fi cant a s  a final de s tination for women , but 
s ti ll p l aye d l ittle part as a s tage in step movement . I f  
Rabaul and Kavieng are con s ide re d  together a s  a lternative 
f i r s t  de stinations in s tep movement from New I re land , 
then only 1 1 . 6  per cent o f  the men and 1 7 . 5  per cent o f  
the women were s tep migrants . 
Male s 
Fema l e s  
TABLE 3 . 16 
NEW I RE LAND - S INGLE MOVERS IN EACH GROUP 
( %  OF TOTAL ) 
Be fore 1 9 5 5  
2 5 . 0  
1 9 5 5 - 6 4 
1 4 . 3  
1 6 . 7  
1 9 6 5 +  
4 5 . 2  
4 4 . 8  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe ci a l  tabul ation s , Youn g . 
TOTAL 
3 4 . 9  
3 8 . 5  
Mos t  New I re l ande r s  who had moved only once had le ft 
the vi l l age a fter 1 9 6 4  ( Table 3 . 16 )  an d the percentage o f  
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ma le s ingle movers was close t o  the ave rage for the total 
s amp le populat ion . New I re land women ,  howeve r , had above 
aver age mob i l i ty . As with the S imbu , o lder people apparently 
had h i gher ove r a l l  mob i l i ty ,  b ut in re a l  terms they had been 
le s s  mob i le than youn ge r  people because they had had a 
longer time in whi ch to move ( Tab le 3 . 1 7 ) . Be tter e ducate d 
people were more mob i le than tho s e  wi th l ittle e ducation , 
but the New I re l and trend , a s  shown in Tab le 3 . 4 ,  mus t be 
i n te rp re te d w i th caut i on be c ause of the sma l l  s i ze of the 
s ample . 
Mob i l i ty i s  a ls o  related to empl oymen t .  At the time o f  
the s urve y , one third o f  the New I re lan d  men inte rviewe d 
were i n  government employment , and the maj or i ty o f  the se , 
the mos t  mobi l e  New I re lande r s , were h i gh ly e ducate d  
pe rmanent o f f i ce r s  ( Table 3 . 1 7 ) . Tho s e  who were not 
emp loyed ,  who a ccoun te d for one third of the men , were more 
mobi le than tho s e  in p rivate emp loyment . As s ta te d  e ar l ie r , 
thi s  i s  be cause many o f  the unemp loyed had e ar l ie r  move d 
aroun d ,  pre sumably in wage employme n t . With i n  e a ch emp loy-
men t  c a te go ry mob i l i ty incre a s e d  wi th a ge , be cause o lder 
men have had a longer t ime w i th in whi ch to move . Howeve r , 
i n  terms o f  the length o f  per s on ' s  worki n g  l i fe , youn g  men 
were more mobi le than the o l d . Three brie f case s tudi e s  
f ol low . 2 8  
2 8  See F i g . 3 . 1 1 for graph i ca l  i l lus tration o f  the movements 
of thes e  re s pondents .  
Mobi l i ty 
Age Group 
1 5 - 1 9  
2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 3 4 
3 5 - 4 4  
TOTAL 
No . in S ample 
Circ u l ar 3- ·  
Age Group 
1 5 - 1 9  
2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 34 
2 5 - 4 4  
TOTAL 
( 1 )  
TABLE 3 . 1 7 
NEW IRE LAND - MOB I L I TY AND C IRCULAR MI GRATION 
BY AGE AND EMPLOYMENT 
( 2 ) ( 3 )  ( 4 )  Government 
( 5 ) 
Not Employed Private Casua l  Permanent Up to St . 6  Fm . 
M F M F M F M F M 
1 .  3 1 . 9  2 . 5  4 . 0 - - 2 .. 0 - 3 . 0  
2 . 1 2 . 5 6 . 0  - 4 . 0  - 4 .. o - 3 . 0  
4 . 0  2 . 1  2 . 3 - 4 . 0  - - - 3 . 0  
5 . 0  3 . 5  1 . 3  - - - - - 8 . 0  
2 . 7  2 . 1  2 . 4 4 . 0  4 . 0  - 3 . 0  - 4 . 1 
1 4  4 6  1 4  2 3 2 9 
- -
4 0 . 0  -
5 0  .. 0 2 8  .. 6 
4 0 . 0  -
3 6 . 8 1 1. . 8 
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabulation s , Youn g . 
I+  
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3 .. 7 
4 . 3  
-
-
4 . 0  
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Mob i l i ty 
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0 . 8 4 1 .  0 7  
0 . 3 9 0 . 3 8 
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0 .. 1 9  0 . 1 6 
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X ,  a pol iceman in h i s  e arly twentie s with s ix ye ars 
of primary e ducation , has move d four t ime s  s ince 19 6 9 , 
mainly in the course o f  h i s  j ob .  H i s  movements have been 
ent ire ly dire cte d . Y ,  an un-marri e d  bank tel le r  in the 
2 0  to 2 4  a ge gro up , re ce ive d  s ix years o f  s e condary 
s chool in g , p ar t ly in Austral i a , and s ince h is return has 
been tran s fe rre d between bran che s of the bank in Papua New 
Guine a . Like X he i s  a dire c te d  migrant , and has move d 
five time s s ince he le ft home in 1 9 6 7 .  Z ,  aged between 
2 5  and 3 4 , who had attende d  pr imary s chool for only thr ee 
ye ar s , was not emp loyed and had on ly re cent ly move d to 
Rabaul from h i s  wi fe ' s  vi l lage in New Ire l and . H i s  previous 
migration e_xpe r ience , during whi ch he move d four t ime s , 
took p la ce ent ire ly within the rur a l  se ctor , inc luding 
movemen t  for e ducation and a traditi on a l  move on marriage . 
In  terms o f  the length o f  time ava i l ab le for movement , 
X has been margina lly more mobi le than Y ,  whos e  migration 
h i s tory inc l ude d h i s  periods o f  absence a t  se condary s choo l . 
S in ce f in i shing s choo l  in Austral i a  in 1 9 7 2 , Y has move d 
four times i n  on ly three year s , whi ch i s  a h i gher leve l  o f  
mob i l i ty than that a ch ieve d by X .  Both the s e  dire cte d  
migrant s  move d f a r  more f requently than Z ,  whos e  movements 
have not been related to employment . In  the clas s i f i cation 
used e ar l ie r  ( Tab le 3 . 1 7 ) , Y be lon g s  to Category 3 whi le 
X be longs to Category 4 .  Category 3 ,  priva te emp loyment ,  
would a l so contain unsk i l le d  peop le whose movements were 
not dire cte d , and thi s  the re fore demons trate s the short­
coming s  of the c la s s i f ic ation used i n  thi s  case . 
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Few New I re l and women we re wage e arne r s , but ove r 
ten per cent ( more than h a l f  o f  tho se who were worR in g )  
were permanen t  gove rnment emp loye e s  with se condary s choo l 
training . The se women were a l l  youn g  and h i gh ly mob ile . 
For examp le , P ,  a s chool te a cher aged between 2 0  and 2 4 , 
had move d s ix t ime s  s ince she le ft home i n  1 9 6 7 .  
Unemp l oyed women may a l so move fairly fre quen t ly . Q ,  a 
youn g housewi fe with s ix years o f  primary e ducation , had 
move d four time s  s in ce 1 9 6 3 as a dependent of her fami ly 
en route from Mus s au I s land to Port More sby . In contra s t , 
R ,  ano ther ho usewi fe age d be tween 2 5  and 3 4 , had only 
move d once , to Rabaul 2 0  years ago . 
Few urban dwe l l in g  New I re l an de r s  had been circular 
migran ts , a lthough the y  had a h i gher index of circular 
migration than the average for the total s ampl e  population . 
Rather s urpr i s in gly , the leve l o f  c i rcular migration was 
h i gher for thos e  who h ad been to primary s choo l  than for 
tho se with no s choo ling , b ut thi s  trend mus t  be inte rprete d 
with c aution because o f  the sma ll  s ample s iz e  in the se 
categorie s .  Peop le w i th tertiary qua l i f i cation s  had neve r  
returne d t o  stay i n  the i r  home vi l lage s . Circular migra­
t io n  was a l s o  ins ign i f i cant for people who had been away 
from home for le s s  than ten years ( Tab le 3 . 1 8 ) . Thi s  
trend i s  e xa c t ly oppo s ite from tha t  obs erve d i n  the S imbu 
populati on , and may s ugge s t  e ither tha t the more re cent 
migrants have not had t ime to return yet , o r  that c i r cular 
migrat ion is be coming le s s  importan t  among the New Ire l and 
Ma le s 
Fema le s 
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TABLE 3 . 1 8 
NEW IRELAND - C IRCULAR MIGRATION BY 
(MIGRATION COHORTS 
Be fore 1 9 5 5  
2 2 . 2  
2 5 . 0  
1 9 5 5 - 6 4  
3 0 . 8  
Source : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe c i a l  tabul ations , Young . 
1 9 6 5 +  
5 . 8  
5 . 8  
people . Once a ga in , the s i ze o f  the s ample make s i t  di f f i-
cult to draw re l iab le conc lus ion s from the data . 
The leve l  o f  c ircular migration i s  a l so re l ated to 
employment . The on ly men who had made c i rc ular move s were 
e ither not working or were private ly emp loye d . No permanen t  
gove rnment emp l oyee s ,  wha teve r  thei r  e ducation a l  leve l , had 
eve r made c i rcular move s .  Of  the case s tudie s de scribed 
e ar l ie r , only C had bee n  back to stay in the v i l l age , and 
e ve n  h i s  move did not invo lve a persona l , adult , de c i s ion to 
go back because it  took p lace when he had c omp le te d  h i s  edu-
cation at primary s choo l . 
New I r e l ande r s  made a very h i gh proporti on o f  the i r  
move s t o  E a s t New Britain , Central Province , and within New 
Ire l and ( Table 3 . 3 ) . Morobe and Eas t Sepik province s were 
of s econdary importance . Other parts  o f  the c ountry were 
relative ly ins i gn i f icant . F ig . 3 . 8 shows that migration 
occurred a long certa in we l l-de f ined route s : Kavieng to 
Port More sby ; Kavieng to Rabaul ; Rabaul to Port More sby ; 
Rabaul to Lae . Rabaul wa s by far the mos t  important focus , 
and i s  c lear ly the main node from which New I re l and movement 
to o ther town s is generate d . P ort More sby wa s the main 
F ig . 3 . 8 Migr ation Str eams for Urban Dwe l l i ng New Irelander s 
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focus o n  the main land , and i t  may be deduc e d  from thi s  that 
much movement was re l ated to upper leve l pub l i c  service 
employment ,  and to e ducation and train ing . 
The mi gration space o f  New Ire l and men and women has  
become more exten s ive through time { Fi g . 3 . 9 ) . Be fore 1 9 5 5 , 
male and fema le movements were large ly con f ined to the i s l ands 
region . In  the two l ater per iods a more wide ly spaced patte rn 
o f  locations deve lope d , and the vo lume o f  movement increased . 
The main de s tinat ions a fter 1 9 6 5  were Rabau l , Kavieng , Port 
More sby and Lae . As with the S imbu , New I r e l ande r s  have 
trave l le d  more wide ly in re cent t imes because o f  improvements 
in tran sport and e xtens ion of employment opportunitie s 
ava i l ab le to them . 
More h igh ly e ducated people had a broade r  migrati on 
space than thos e  who had not progre s se d  beyond primary s choo l 
( Tabl e  3 . 1 9 ) . P apua was the main s econdary re gion for the 
h i gh ly educated men , which fur ther s ugge st s that the movement 
of New Ire l ande r s  is c lo s e ly re l ated to the central i s ation of 
f urther e ducational fac i l i t i e s  and upper leve l pub l i c  service 
emp loymen t in Port More sby . P apua was les s  s igni f i cant than 
e ither the h i gh lands or New Guine a coa s ta l  region for thos e  
with l i tt le e ducation . I t  was a l so le s s  p rominent in the 
migration space of women , a l though it was s ti l l  s igni f i cant 
for tho se who had been to secondary s chool . 
Although New I re land men made mos t  o f  thei r  first 
move s to the large towns or Port More sby , many New Ire l and 
women moved to sma l l  town s , in part i cular Kavieng .  After 
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TABLE 3 .. 1 9 · 
NEW IRELAND - MI GRANT DES TINATIONS -
REG ION BY EDUCATION BY SEX ( ALL MOVE S , % )  
I 
None !S t  .. 1 - 3 S t . 4 - 6 ! Fm .  I - IV 
Mal e s  I 
Papua - 6 . 7  8 . 6  2 3 . 4  
Highlands - 1 3 . 3  11 . 4  4 . 3  
New Gui nea Coa s t , 1 0 . 0  1 3 . 3  1 8 . 6  1 7 . 0  
I sl and s 9 0 . 0  6 6 . 7  7 1 . 4  5 5 . 3  
TOTAL ( Moves )  I 1 0  3 0  3 5  4 7  
F emal e s  
Papua 1 0 . 0  - 2 . 7  1 2 . 2  
Highland s - - 2 . 7  1 7 . 1  
New Gu i nea coast 1 1 5 . 0  - 1 3 . 5  1 4 . 6  
I s l ands 1 7 5 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  8 1 . 1  5 6 . 1  
TOTAL ( Moves ) 
I 
2 0  6 3 7  4 1  
Tert . 
3 7 . 5  
-
2 5 . 0  
3 7 . 5  
8 
-
-
2 5 . 0  
7 5 . 0  
4 
Sour c e :  UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 :  s pec i a l  tabu la ti on s , Young . 
TOTAL 
1 3 . 8  
7 . 0  
1 4 . 0  
6 5 . 2  
8 . 3 
8 . 3  
1 3 . 0  
7 0 . 4  
thei r  i n i t i a l  move s many moved downward s with in the urban 
hierarchy , but , as w ith the S imbu , they did not nec e s sar ily 
r e turn to the ir own prov i nc e . Smal l  towns and rural des -
tinations were mor e  impor tant i n  the to tal migr a t ion exper 
ence of New Ireland men than they were for initia l moves 
( Tabl e  3 . 2 0 ) . Th i s  shows both the d i sper sa l o f  people to 
sma l l er c entr e s  a fter tra ining , and sugg e s t s  tha t there was 
s ome tendency to move to rural areas . Whi l e  the UHS doe s  
not r evea l  why peo p l e  move back t o  rural d e s ti nation s , i t  
mu st b e  remembered that the educational qua l if ications o f  
many New I re lander s f it them f o r  rural -b a s ed j ob s  such a s  
teaching . 
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TABLE 3 .  2 0  
NEW I RELAND - TYPE OF DE STINATI ON 
( %  OF TOTAL ) 
Initial De s tination s  All De stinations 
Mal e s  Female s Male s Fema le s 
Rura l  4 . 6  7 . 5  1 7 . 1  1 1 . 1  
Sma l l  Town s 2 1 . 0  4 0 . 5  2 7 . 8  3 9 . 8  
Large Town s 5 3 . 5  5 0 . 0  4 4 . 2  4 2  .. 6 
Port More sby 2 0 . 9  2 . 5  1 0 . 9  6 .. 5 
S o urce : UHS , 1 9 7 3/ 7 4 : spe ci a l  tabulation s , Young . 
Port More sby was much le s s  importan t  a s  an ove r a l l  
de s t i nation than i t  was f o r  ini t i a l  move s ( over 2 0  per 
cent o f  i n i t i a l  move s , b ut only 1 1 . 8 per cent o f  a ll move s ) , 
whi ch fur ther s ugge s ts that many migran t s  had gone the re 
to be  tra in e d  and had s ub sequently t aken up pos ition s  in 
other town s . I n  con trast , Port More sby became more 
impor tant as a de s tination for women who had alre ady move d 
a t  lea s t  once . Thi s  s ugge s ts that they move the re e ither 
a fter marri a ge o r  a fte r initial e duc a ti on a l  expe rien ce at 
a lower leve l in another sma l le r  centre . 
Altoge the r ,  the di f fe rent type s o f  de stination were 
o f  di f ferent s igni fi c an ce to di f ferent migration cohorts 
( Fi g . 3 . 10 ) . For both men and women , l arge and sma l l  
towns be came incre as ingly important in late r  cohorts , 
whi le rural de s tinations de c l ine d . The se change s were 
Fig .. 3 .. 1 0  New Irel and Migra tion Cohorts , Type s  o f  Des tina tion for All Moves 
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2 9 b . h h . not i g  y s 1gn 1 i c an t , ut as  wit t e S imbu ,  they 
demonst r ate the e f fe cts of the importan t  chan ge s in urban 
growth brought about by progre s s  in e conomi c and social 
deve lopment in P ap ua New Guine a in re cent time s . F i g . 3 . 1 1 
i l lustrate s , through individual migration space s , some o f  
the comp le xi t i e s  o f  New I re land migration . X s tayed only 
in Port More sby and o ther large town s , and h i s  movements 
are a good e xample of the di spe r s a l  of migran ts to sma l l  
centre s a fte r ini t i a l  trainin g ( in thi s  case a s  a po l i ce -
man ) . Y ,  with s ix years o f  s e condary s choo l in g , traine d 
in large town s and the n  went to Port More sby for further 
traini n g  be fore be ing sent to work in sma l le r centre s . 
Z ,  w i th l i ttle e ducation , s tayed only in rural are a s  and 
l arge town s , and made one c i rcular move . Female migrant Q 
moved i n  s teps up the urban h ie rarchy to her pre sent 
location i n  Port More sby . 
S IMBU AND NEW I RELANDE RS IN TOWNS : A BRIEF COMPARISON 
S imbu and New I re lande r s  l iving in towns in the e ar ly 
1 9 7 0 s  di f fe re d  prima r i ly in the ir leve l  o f  forma l e ducation . 
Few S imbu men in town had more than a few yea r s  o f  primary 
e ducat ion , and many he l d  unski l l e d  j ob s . New I re lande r s , 
on the other hand , were norma lly h i ghly ski l le d , and a 
h i gh propo rt i on he l d  uppe r leve l  pos i ti on s  in both pub l i c  
2 9  The s e  change s are not s tat i s t i ca l ly s i gn i fi cant -
x2 = 1 4 . 4  for men and 9 . 5 for wome n . The value o f  x2 
for men i s  s i gn i f icant at the 2 . 5 per cent leve l . 
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and private s ector employment . Be c ause the main comme rcial 
and admini s t r at i ve activi t ie s  in P apua New Guine a are 
h i gh ly centra l i se d , mos t  o f  the se h i gh ly ski l le d  people 
l ived i n  one of the main town s . New Ire land women were 
a l s o  more h i ghly e ducate d  than the S imbu women , but s ince 
few from e i ther province were in the work force , there was 
no re late d  contras t  in the i r  migration e xpe r ience s . 
De spite thi s  b as i c  di f ference , urban - dwe l l in g  S imbu 
and New I re lande r s  h ave been inf l uence d by s imi lar pro-
ce s se s  i n  migration . Both population s  come from province s 
admini s te re d by sma l l  town s , and when they f i r s t  le f t  the 
vi l lage they tende d to bypas s the s e  towns and make for 
l arger centre s e l sewhere . There a f te r  they l ived in e ither 
sma l l  o r  l ar ge town s , but in ne i ther case did they show 
any mark e d  tendency to return to thei r  province o f  b irth . 
When they did return to the i r  home province s they rare ly 
took up re s idence in the i r  own vi l l a ge s . S imb u  and New 
I re l ande r s  had s imi lar leve l s  o f  mob i l i ty ,  women were 
le s s  mob i le than men , and o l de r  people had move d le s s  
frequently than the young . The h i gh ly e ducated ,  many o f  
whom were dire cte d  migran ts , we re the mos t  mobi le o f  a l l . 
Among s t  both S imbu and New I re lande r s , ski l le d  people 
trave l le d  more wide ly than unsk i l le d ,  a l though un ski l l e d  
S imbu had more exper ience o f  l ivin g  in di stant re gion s 
than had unski l le d  New Ire l ande r s . Whi le the UHS s ugges ts 
. t 3 0  th tha t  a l l  re sponde n ts were non- a greement migran s ,  e 
3 0  The UHS doe s not show i f  any o f  those inte rviewe d had 
bee n  s o  emp loyed previous ly , but thi s  is unl ike ly 
bec a us e  rur a l  de s t i nations were ins i gn i f i c ant in the 
migration h i s to r ie s ( s ee above , p .  1 5 5 ) . 
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exten s ive migration space o f  unski l le d  S irnbu may be 
re l a te d  to former agreement l abour migration and subse­
quent cha in migration . Thi s  cannot be prove d  from the 
UHS data . F urther inve s t igation , based on a much larger 
s amp le o f  unski l le d  and semi- s k i l l e d  S irnbu and New 
I re l an de r s , i s  nece s s ary be fore de f in i te conc lus ion s  can 
be re ache d  on how migration proce s se s  opera te in the evolu­
t ion of movement from the se two province s .  
The se s imi l ar i tie s in S irnbu and New I re l and migration 
are perhaps s urpri s ing . They s ugge s t  that the urban popu­
la tion as a who le may h ave taken on certain common charac­
ter i s t i c s  in the proce s s  of migration whi ch di s t ingui sh 
urban dwel le r s  from people who remain in or return to the 
rur a l  s e c tor . I f  thi s  i s  so , i t  i s  h i gh ly s i gn i f icant 
be cause previous migration s tudie s in P apua New Guinea 
have a l l  stre s se d  that rur a l  and urban ways o f  l i fe 
rema in ine xtri cably inte rmingled . Evidence from the 
migrati on h i s tori e s  in the UHS would indi cate ins tead 
that they are s eparate , a l though the people who h ave moved 
from the rur a l  to the urban se ctor have not yet los t  a l l  
touch with o n e  anothe r . 
CON CLUS ION - THE MIGRATION 
E XPERIENCE OF URBAN DWELLE RS 
The longitudinal data from the UHS h ave provide d  
importan t  information abo ut the e vo lution o f  migration for 
a s ample of the population whi ch l ive s in town s . I t  
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partia l ly an swe r s  some o f  the que s tions pose d i n  thi s  
the s i s , part i c ularly tho se concerne d wi th migration 
proce s s e s . 
Migration s tre ams l ink in g certain source re gions 
with certain de s t in ation s are s tab i l i s in g , and the long 
e s tabli she d urban centre s a l l  contain a h i gh proportion 
o f  people who have been i n  re s i dence for many years . 
Neve r the le s s  the rate o f  pop ulation turnove r i n  towns i s  
h i gh . Thi s  doe s  not s i gn i fy a h i gh r ate o f  c ircul ar 
mi gration between towns and rural area s , but r a ther a 
h i gh rate o f  mob i l i ty between town s . Although the UHS 
provide s l i tt le dire ct proo f o f  chain mi gration it  i s  
undoubte dly importan t , as  h a s  been s ugge s te d previous ly 
by S trathern ( 1 9 7 2 ) , Baxter ( 19 7 3 )  , Z immermann ( 1 9 7 3 )  and 
Whi teman ( 1 9 7 3 ) . 
Urban dwe l l in g  adults are on aver age more h i gh ly 
e duca te d  than tho se who remain in the vi l la ge . Few un­
ski l le d  people from P apuan and i s land province s migrate 
to town s , e spe c i a l ly to  centre s di s tan t  from the i r  home s . 
E ducate d town smen have been more mobi le than tho se with 
l ittle e ducation , and are more l ike ly to remain wi thin 
the urban se ctor . 
People in town s have only rare ly l ive d i n  the rur a l  
sec tor s ince f i r s t  leaving home ,  whi ch s ugge s ts that few 
were f orme r l y  a greement l abour migran t s . Thus the UHS 
data s upport the a s sumptions o f  earlier wri te r s  ( e . g . 
2 1 9  
Ward , 1 9 7 1 ; Harri s ,  1 9 7 2 ) , that migrants who go to town 
are non-agreement , do not circulate betwee n  vi l lage and 
town , and are ski l led . Howeve r the ana ly s i s  a l s o  shows 
that s uch a de s cr iption is s imp l i s ti c . The non - agreement 
migran ts in the UHS are o f  di f fe r ing type s . S ome are 
e ducated and some h ave no e ducation ; some bring the i r  
wive s and fami l ie s  with them and s ome move a lone ; s ome 
per sona l ly choose the i r  de s tination s  and o thers are trans ­
fe rred frequently be tw een town s unde r the dire ction o f  
the i r  emp loyers .  'J:lhi s  l a s t  di s tinction i s  parti cularly 
important in the ana ly s i s  of the e vo l ut i on of migration 
beca us e the s e  dire c te d  migrants have move d without 
re fere n ce to the location of the ir b i r thpl a ce and not 
nece s s ar i ly to the p l ace s to whi ch they would have pre ­
ferre d t o  go . The patterns o f  the i r  movements may com­
p lete ly mask the spat i a l  patte rns formed by people who 
choo se thei r  own de s ti nations within the normal con­
s traints o f  l imited in formation , d i s tance , or the chain 
migration ne twork . The ir pre s en ce he l p s  to e xp lain the 
l imite d importan ce of di s tance as an e xp l an a tory factor 
in the ori gin s of urban population s . A maj or de fect o f  
the UHS data i s  that information on employment was not 
s uf f i c iently detai le d  to di s t in gui sh thi s  type o f  migrant 
from thos e  who move inde pendently 
Women i n  towns are rare ly wage e arner s , and ,  we can 
a s s ume , have move d a s  dependents o f  thei r  husbands . The ir 
migration e xpe r iences ,  and hence thei r  leve l of mobi l i ty 
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are c l o s e ly l inke d  to tho se o f  the i r  men fo lk ,  and may 
not be re lated to the i r  own individual chara cter i s ti c s , 
for e xamp le , age , or e duca tion . Unfortunate ly the UHS 
inc luded no in formation on general motivati on for 
migration , and thus the extent of fema le dependency in 
rur a l - urban movement cannot be e xp lored further .  
The UHS sugge s t s  tha t  few urban dwe l le r s  have parti­
c ipate d  i n  traditional migra tion with in rura l  areas  be fore 
corning to the urban se ctor . The migration h i s torie s 
shou l d  have re corde d  thi s  type o f  movemen t  i f  it  occurre d , 
b ut s ome doubt mus t remain about the comp l e tene s s  o f  the 
dat a . 
F in a l ly , urban dwe l le r s  have rare ly move d through 
a sys tem o f  s tep migration . Thos e  from province s admini s ­
tered b y  smal l  towns tend t o  make the i r  init i a l  move s to 
more d is tan t  l arger centre s , and then move ( or are move d )  
between urban centre s o f  dif fe rent s i ze s . Those from 
provin ce s whi ch contain l arge towns do frequently make 
the ir f i r s t move s to the i r  neare s t  town , b ut thi s  i s  
s carcely a n  ini t i a l  s tep move be caus e  i t  goe s straight 
from the rur a l  s e c tor to the topmo s t  leve l of the urban 
h ie rarchy . There a f te r  they a l s o  move betwee n  urban 
centre s o f  di f fe r ing s i ze s . The tota l  population shows a 
s l i gh t  tendency to move to sma l l  towns in the late r  s tages 
o f  the i r  migra t i on expe r i en ce s . Thi s  i s  c aused partly by 
dispe r s a l  to j ob s  a fter training in in s ti tuti on s  centr a l ­
i se d  i n  the l arger town s . The lack o f  s te p  migration i s  
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probab ly due to the e ar ly s ta ge o f  deve lopment o f  the 
urban h ierarchy , and the poor fac i l it ie s  and servi ce s in 
the sma l le r  centre s .  Thi s  must be to the ultimate di s ­
advantage o f  province s without large towns be cause it 
re duce s the incentive for the member s  of the i r  e ducated 
e l ite to return home . 
The s e  con c lus ions are based on the data from the UHS 
a s  i t  s tands . I t  mus t  be stre s se d  again that when the 
data were ana lysed they prove d to contain many inaccuracie s 
. and omi s s ion s . In theory the y  should have been much more 
amenable to thi s  type o f  ana lys i s . Longitudinal data are 
more s ucce s s ful ly col lecte d  in sma l l  s ca le surveys whe re 
more a ttention c an be given to deta i l , and where more time 
can be devote d to enumerat ion . Neverthe le s s , thi s  i s  the 
f i r s t  time that i t  has  been pos s ib le in P apua New Guine a 
to study not on ly who come s to towns , and wha t  they do once 
they arr i ve , but a l s o  wha t  previous migration expe rience s 
they have had . Hence i t  i s  quite pos s ib le that some o f  
the previo us a s sumptions about the operat i on o f  proce s se s  
i n  rural-urban migration i n  Papua New Guinea have been 
f a l se , and tha t  the se con clus ion s , given the l imits o f  
the data , are val i d .  
The UHS dea l t  only with one spe c i f i c  population o f  
migrants - tho s e  l iving in towns a t  a s in g le point i n  time . 
According to the f indings pre s ented above , the s e  people 
h ave not moved with in e ithe r the rural vi l lage or rural 
non-vi l l age se ctor s , yet the 1 9 7 1  cens us show s  that thi s  
2 2 2  
type o f  in te r-provinc i a l  migration was important .  The 
-
fo l lowing two chapte r s  de s cribe the e vo l ution o f  migration 
for a d i f fe rent popula tion - rural -base d  people who have 
returned to the i r  home vi l la ge s  a fter movement .  They a l so 
demons trate that more detai led longitudina l data can 
c lari fy how the pre sent p attern s of migration have evolve d . 
CHAPTER FOUR 
MI GRAT ION F ROM RURAL S IMBU : THE EVI DENCE 
FROM LONGITUDINAL DATA , 1 9 7 4  - 1 9 7 5  
MIGRAT I ON AND THE S IMBU ENVIRONMENT 
S imb u  P rovince ,  s i tuated in the centr al hi ghlands 
of P apua New Guine a approximate ly 3 0 0 km by road from the 
c o as ta l  c i ty o f Lae , has one o f  the highes t  l eve l s  of out­
mi grati on in the coun try . S ome S imbu people are to be 
f ound in a lmost every town in P apua New Guinea .  Yet for 
the mo s t  p ar t  the dispers a l  of S imbu from thei r  home land 
has taken p l ac e  only within the las t 2 5  ye ar s . Recent 
eviden c e , presented above , s hows that it c on tinue s at an 
eve r- increasing r ate . Several characte r i s t i c s  o f  S imbu ' s  
phy s ic a l  environment and deve lopment h i s tory i n  colonial 
time s have been conducive to heavy o ut-migr ation . 
The phy s i c a l  environment i s  i n  many ways di f ficul t  
for human o ccupat ion . The northern half  o f  S imbu i s  rugged 
and mountainous , and e xtensive areas r i se above 2 4 0 0  m , 
the approximate upper l imit o f  cul tivati on �  S lope s are 
steep and the s o i l  is uns table when the natura l fore s t  or 
gras s land cover is removed . Prec ipi ta tion ave rage s ove r  
2 0 0 0  mm per year , and he avy downpour s may cause sudden 
ero s i on . Le s s  enervati ng and health ie r  than that o f  coastal 
region s , the c limate a llows succe s s f ul cu l t ivation o f  a 
w ide var i e ty o f  crops , a lthough dis tinct wet and dry 
s e a s on s  cause period i c  gl ut and shortage in s ome s taple 
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foods . S outhern S imbu i s  much lower ( 1 2 0 0  m)  and con s i s t s  
mainly o f  leve l  or undulatin g  l and . However it  i s  
-
deeply 
d i s s e c ted by l ar ge rive r  sy stems which are a b arrier to 
commun i c ations . I n  add i t ion it has an average annua l  rain-
f a l l  o f  over 4 0 0 0  mm ,  and both mal ar i a  and leprosy are 
d . 1 en emi c . 
Despite the d i f f i cult i e s  the phy s ic a l  envi ronment 
sets for an agricultura l  population , S imbu Province is 
den s e ly popul ated . In  1 9 7 1  it  supported o ver 1 6 0  O O O  
people , with a c rude p opul ation density over f ive t ime s the 
nati onal aver age . I n  p arts o f  n orthern S imbu , where over 
9 0  per cent o f  the population l ive , the l and s upports over 
2 2 5 0  per sons per km Moreover , thi s  population is increas ing . 
E s t imate s  made at vario us times duri ng the l as t  1 5  years 
g ive annual growth rat e s  of 1 . 3 per cent ( Brook f ie ld and 
B rown , 1 9 6 3 : 7 3 ) , 1 . 2 per cent ( DASF , 1 9 6 7 : 2 1 ) , 1 . 6  per cent 
( Smith , 1 9 7 1 : 2 ) , 1 . 4 per cent ( Smith , 1 9 7 5 : 3 ) , and 1 . 6  per 
cent ( How lett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 3 9 )  for peopl e  born in S imb u . 
All the s e  rates are con s ide rably b e l ow the e s timated nation a l  
average o f  2 . 5  pe r c en t  f o r  the ind igenous pop ulation 
between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 ,  but , if maintained , they wou ld s t i l l  
res ult in the doub l ing o f  the S imbu-born popul ation within 
the next 4 0  years . They re su l t  from continuing high 
fert i l i ty and dec l in ing mortali ty . P as t e s timates o f  
fert i l i ty , derived from DDA dat a , range from 2 8  per 
1 S ee H owlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : Ch .  4 ,  for further detai l s . 
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thousand ( in 1 9 7 1 )  to 4 5  pe r thousand ( Brown and 
W ine f i el d ,  1 9 6 5 : 1 8 1 ; van de Kaa , 1 9 7 1 : 1 7 7 ) . Van de Kaa ' s  
e stimate from the 1 9 6 6  cen sus was 4 2 . 5  per thous and , and 
my e s timate from the 1 9 7 1  cen s us i s  4 4  per thousand 
2 ( Howlett e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 6 : 3 5 ) . Mortal ity r ates , according 
to DDA data , range from 6 to 2 5  per tho us and ( Brown and 
Wine f i e l d , 1 9 6 5 : 1 8 1 ) . In 1 9 6 6  S irnbu had a mortal ity rate 
o f  be tween 1 7 . 8  and 1 8 . 3  ( van de Kaa , 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 8 ) , and for 
1 9 7 1  I e s t imated a rate o f  1 7  per thousand ( How lett e t  a l . , 
1 9 7 6 : 3 6 ) . Although thi s  rate i s  only s li ghtly lower than 
that o f  1 9 6 6 , it  appears that mortal ity i s  f al l ing ,  because 
in 1 9 6 6  on ly 7 3 . 5  per cent of S irnbu c h i l dr en reached exact 
age two , b ut in 1 9 7 1  7 9 . 3  per c ent survive d  to thi s  age . 
The increas ing gap between ferti lity and mortality rates 
sugge sts  tha t  the S irnbu-born popul ation mus t now be growing 
more rap idly than i t  h a s  done in  the past . 
The dependence o f  a l arge and increas ing popul at ion 
on an envi ronment w ith de f in i te phys ical  l imitation s  leads 
to e xtreme ly inten s ive use of all suitab le l and . S urveys 
carr ied out at var ious time s  during the l a s t  2 0  years 
( B rook f i e l d  and Brown , 1 9 6 3 ; DAS F , 1 9 6 7 )  indi cate that 
some S irnbu tribes are a lready f ac ing s e ri ous l and sho rtage . 
This prob lem has grown a s  l and i s  incre as ing ly requi red 
for cash cropping and l ivestock pro j ects . The pr inc ipal 
r e s ponse so f ar has  been out-migrat i on , ei the r  with in the 
2 A l l  the s e  e s t imates are based on methods d i s cus sed by 
B ras s e t  a l . , 1 9 6 8 : Ch .  3 .  F or deta i ls o f  calculation s , 
see How l e tt e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : Ch .  3 .  
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rural v i l l age s e c tor to land be longing to f r iends and kin 
in other parts  o f  the hi gh l ands ( P loe g ,  1 9 7 5 ) , or to the 
rural non-v i l lage and urban sector s to part i c i pate in wage 
emp loyment . 3 B e cause o f  out-migration , the S irnbu-born 
population r e s ident in S imbu P rovince increa s ed at on ly 
0 . 7  per cent per annum between 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  ( H owlett e t  
a l . ,  1 9 7 6 : 3 9 ) . 
S imbu i s  central ly s ituate d , both w ith regard to 
other parts  o f  the highlands and a l s o  to the remainder o f  
the Papua New Guinea mainland . In pre- colon i a l  t imes S imbu 
was a focus for many o f  the routes by whic h valuable pro-
duc ts , in p ar t icular s he l l s  and the p lumage s  of b irds , from 
coastal environments were traded to the inter ior . Although , 
a s  Hughe s ( 19 7 1 : 3 4 5 )  has shown , S irnbu parti c i p ant s in thi s  
trade d i d  not themse lves move over long di s tances , the 
S imbu probab ly absorbed a con s i derab l e  amount o f  information 
about s ome of the s e  d i s tant areas . Dur ing the co lon ial 
peri od S imbu was conn e cted by road both to other part s  o f  
the high l ands and t o  Lae , and i t  i s  now po s s ib le for S imbu 
peop le to trave l  e a s i ly and cheap ly to provinc e s  such as 
Morobe o r  the Eas tern and Wes tern H i ghl ands , which o f fer 
opportun i t i e s  for j ob s  in thei r  p l antat ion s and towns . 
Increas ing o ut-migration along the H igh l ands H ighway route 
is the res ul t .  I f  proj ected p l ans t o  construct roads 
3 I t  is i rre levan t  here to e xamine in detai l  the que stion 
o f  whether migration w il l  s olve the l and/populat ion 
prob lem in S imbu , but for d i s cus s i on see Howlett e t  a l . , 
1 9 7 6 : Ch . 3 & 5 .  
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l inking P o rt Moresby and Madang to the high l ands go ahead , 
Kundi awa wi l l  be  the mos t  centr a l ly s ituated town in main­
l and N ew Guine a . As  J acks on ( 1 9 7 6 b : 2 6 )  po ints ou t ,  thi s 
means that it  i s  not only the eas i e s t  town to reach from 
a l l  other s , but a l s o  the ea s ie s t  to leave . 
The S imbu peop le are now heavily invo lved in the 
mone tary e conomy , but they are unabl e  to s atis fy the ir 
aspirat ions within thei r  own province . H igh populat ion 
den s ity l imits the amount of l and ava i lab le for the cul t i ­
vati on o f  cof fee ( Co ffe a a ra b i c a ) ,  the main cash crop , 
and has prevented the al ienation o f  l an d  for the deve lop­
ment o f  large fore ign- owne d  p lantation s . In add it i on , 
urbani sation h a s  been limited . Neither the rur a l  non­
vi l l age centres nor towns in S imbu require a l arge labo ur 
fo rce , and mos t  S imbu who wish to become wage e arners 
mus t  go e l s ewhere . They become migr ants i n  o rde r to earn 
money both to improve the ir own mat e r ia l l iving standards , 
and to enab le them to partic ipate e f fective ly within the 
rec ipro c a l  exchange sys tems which form the bas i s  of their 
trad i t i on a l  way of l i fe . 
Throughout the co lon ial peri od , the S imbu have had 
a var i e ty of exper i ence s  whi ch have a f f ected both the ir 
tradition a l  sys tems of migr at ion , and the i r  att i tude 
towards migrati on to non- trad i tional s ettlement s .  Be fore 
co loni al s et tlement , S imbu were accustome d  to migrat ing 
in sma l l  groups under pre s sure cause d  by tr iba l f i ghtin g , 
or by famine due to c rop f a ilur e  in drought o r  fro s t . 
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Thes e  movement s  are doubtl e s s  the bas i s  for current 
legends abo ut indivi dual tribal ori gi n s  ( e . g . Bergmann , 
1 9 7 l : Vo l . 3 ,  2 - 6 ) . Brookf i e l d  and Brown ( 1 9 6 3 : 7 9 - 8 1 )  have 
doc umented the recent pre- colon i a l  movements o f  Kuman- 4 
speakin g  t r ibes . 
The estab l i s hment o f  administrative control in 1 9 3 4 , 
whi ch fo l lowed the penetration o f  S imbu by Lutheran and 
Roman C atho l i c  mi s si onar ie s , go ldmine r s  en ro ute to the 
We s tern H ig hl ands , and governmen t patr ol o f f i cers , fro z e  
inter- tr ib a l  boundari e s  a s  they then exis ted . Thereafter 
no l arge s ca l e  tribal movements took p lace , a lthough some 
c lans and s ub- c l ans moved the i r  settl ements within the i r  
own ter r i to r i e s . The s e  movements o cc urred bec ause the 
a dmi n i s t r at ion wished to c on s o lidate the d i spers ed settle-
ment s  in we s te rn S imbu into nuc leated units whi ch could 
be more eas i ly contacte d . Although the new n uc l eated 
s ettlement s  were o ften located on exi s t ing important 
c entral po ints with in tribal territory , they did not 
nece s s ar i ly s urvive because they wer e  impractical when 
the inhabitants farmed di spe r s e d  b lo ck s  o f  l and s everal 
hour s ' wa lk away . Thus , although the government e f fective ly 
dis rupted some t raditional type s o f  movement ,  it did not 
dis rup t  the t raditional s ettl ement p attern . Today tradi-
tional mi gration con s i st s  large ly o f  the movement of women 
on marriage . 
4 Kuman ( s ome time s c a l l e d  ' Chimbu ' )  i s  nume r i ca lly the 
large s t  l ingu i s t i c  group in the province .  
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Non- tradi tional migration o f  S imbu i s  the product 
o f  the colon i a l  per iod . From pre-war time s until  the 
1 9 6 0 s , government o f f icer s  enc o uraged i ll ite r ate S imbu 
vi l l age rs  to  become laboure r s , o ften in di s tant parts o f  
the country . Whi le the movement began within S imbu with 
the recrui tment o f  l abourers to work on gove r nment and 
mis s ion s tations , i t  s pread r ap idly as S imbu went to work 
for gol dmine rs in Mount H agen , or we re emp loyed by ANGAU 
pers onne l  dur ing the S e cond Wor ld War to bui l d  airstrips 
and carry cargo in the E a s tern H i gh l ands and Madang 
Provinc e s . These movement s  spre ad informat ion about other 
areas with in S imbu vil lage s , and when recru i tment for the 
H i ghlands Lab our S cheme s tarted in March 1 9 5 0  ( KPR , 1/ 5 0 - 5 1 ) , 
many men vo l unteere d . During the 1 9 5 0 s  mos t  S imbu migrants 
were H i gh l ands Labour S cheme recruit s , and in the period 
to 1 9 5 8  they formed 6 5  per cent of all l ab ourer s  regi s tered 
at the attes tati on cent re in Go roka . 5 Afte r  the opening o f  
the Mount H a gen centre i n  that year , an increa s ing number 
of recrui t s  c ame from the Southern and Wes tern H ighlands 
and from more remote p arts of S imbu and the E a s te rn 
H ighl an ds . By 1 9 7 4 , when the H i ghl and s  Labour S cheme was 
repl aced by the Rural Emp loyment P rogramme , S imbu accounted 
for only 17  per cent of  re crui t s  going through the Goroka 
compoun d , and a lmos t  a l l c ame from remote p arts of the 
P rovince s uc h  a s  S al t ,  Nomane , Bomai and Karimu i . 
5 Reg i s te r  o f  Agreements , H i gh l ands Labour S cheme , 1 9 5 0  -
1 9 7 5 : Department o f  L abour , Goroka . 
2 3 0  
Agreement labour recruits and , l ate r , non- agre ement 
migrants who returned to the ir vi l l age s , brought back 
in formation whi ch acted as a further stimul us to S imbu 
migrat ion .  For mos t  young S imbu men , migr ati on , e ither 
permanent or tempo r ary , has become p art of the total l i fe 
exper i ence ,  and it  i s  the hi story o f  c o loni al contact , 
coup le d  with the p rob lems o f  l and , population , and lack o f  
economic opportun ity at home , that have made i t  s o . 
THE S IMBU S URVEY V ILLAGES 
Every rural c ommuni ty in S imbu e xperience s prob lems 
concerned with economi c deve lopment ,  or the re lation ship 
between l and and popul at ion , in a d i fferent way and a s  a 
res ul t  has responded d i f f erently . In thes e  c ir cumstanc e s  
it  i s  impo s s ib le t o  se l e c t  a sma l l  s amp le o f  s ett lement s 
who s e  populat ion wi l l  be representati ve o f  al l S imbu 
rura l vil lagers . Inste ad , the five survey vi l l ages form 
a purpos ive s amp l e , whose divers ity exemp l i f i e s  the con-
tra s t s  that are characte r i s t i c  of S imbu P rovin ce . Each 
vi l lage is located in a d i f ferent d i stri ct - Burukngaumo 
in Kun diawa D i strict ; Bomkan in Mitnande D i s tr i ct ; Korul 
in Chuave D i s t r i c t ; Emai in S inas ina D i s tr i ct 6 ; and 
Angango i in Kerowagi D i strict ( Fi g .  4 . 1 ) . They form d i s-
tinct groups def ined e i ther te rritor ial ly or by l ineage . 
Bomkan , Angango i  and Emai , a l l  o f  which are named a fter 
6 O f f ic i a l ly s ti l l  part o f  Kundiawa D i s tr ict , but admini s ­
tered s e p arately through Kamtai P atrol Po s t . 
F i g . 4 .. 1 
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c entral ceremonial grounds within the tribal terr itory , 
each inc lude s memb er s  o f  d i f fe rent sub - c l an s . The head o f  
each r e spondent family currently l ive s i n  the rnens ' hou ses  
l ocated within the c eremonial ground , and the rema inder of  
the family l ive in d i spersed hou se s in  the surrounding 
cultivated ar ea . Burukngaurno and Korul are l ineage groups . 
The people inc luded in the survey belong to f ive o f  the 
great S irnbu tr ibe s - Naregu ( Burukngaurno ) ,  Dengla-Maguagu 
( Bornkan ) ,  Marn ( Korul ) , D inga 2 ( Ernai ) ,  and Pagau (Angango i ) ; 
and they speak three o f  the main l anguages - Kuman ( Naregu , 
Dengla-Maguagu , Pagau ) , El irnbar i ( Mam) , S in a s ina ( Dinga 2 ) . 
The ir tribal terr i to r ie s  include the s te ep s lopes  on the 
eastern s ide o f  the Wahgi gorge , the f e rt il e  s lump area s 
beneath the l ime s tone e scarpments o f  the Porol Range and 
Mount E l imbari ,  and the high a l titude areas o f  the Upper 
Koro a nd S irnbu val l eys . The s e  vil lages s how further 
contra s t s  in acce s s  and location , population , economy and 
soc ial character i st ic s . All o f  thes e  might be expected 
to a ffec t migratio n , but the relat ionships cannot be 
s tat i s t i ca l l y  te sted with a sample of only f ive vil l age s . 
In add i t ion , such an analys i s  fac e s  problems in def inition . 
Leve l s  o f  migrat io n  might be mea sured po s i t ively by the 
propo r t ion o f  people absent at the t ime of the interview ; 
negative ly by the proportion o f  tho s e  pre s ent who have 
never been away ; o r  by the proportion o f  t ime s ince 
adul thood which al l v i l l agers have s pent away . The f irst 
mea sure i s  uns at i s f ac to ry because it  c an vary widely within 
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h . . d 7 a s ort t ime perio . The se cond only take s into account 
tho s e  who currently l ive in the vi l lage , and the third , 
a ltho ugh the mo st comprehens ive , app l i e s  to past as we l l  
a s  pre sent condit ions , and probably s hould not b e  corn-
p ared with characte r i st ic s  such a s  income or a c ces s which 
de s cribe on ly the pre sent s ituation . Tab le 4 . 1  in clude s  
al l three typ e s  o f  measure f o r  the s ake o f  compar ison . 
Thes e  problems o f  measurement no doubt explain many o f  
the d i s crepan c i e s  ari s ing from the evidence o f  previous 
8 res earchers who have used one or more o f  the s e  measure s . 
The fo l lowing descr ipt i on does not a ttempt to prove 
re lation s hip s , b ut mere ly to sugge s t  what the s e  var ied 
character i s t ic s  mean to the poten t ia l  mi grants , the res i-
dents o f  e ach vi l lage . 
Acce s s  and Location 
The s urvey vi l l a ge s  wer e  se lected on a bas i s  of access , 
meas ure d by time/co s t  d i stance from Kundiawa , and loc at i on 
in re lation to other urban centre s .  The c o s t  o f  reaching 
Kundiaw a  r anges f rom 2 0 t  in Burukngaumo to K 2 . 0 0 in 
Bomkan9 ( T ab le 4 . 1 ) . In rea l ity the s e  co s t s  a re not suf f i-
c ient ind i c ators o f  acce s s , becaus e ro ads vary both in 
7 Thi s had h appened in B omkan in 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 , whe re many who 
had former ly b een ab sent returned home to take par t  in 
the f i r s t  ma j or tribal p i g-k i ll for 15 year s . 
8 S ee , for e xamp le , Bouchard ( 1 9 7 2  and 1 9 7 3 ) ; Curta in 
( 1 9 7 6 ) ; Harri s  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ; a l so Chapter 1 ,  p .  4 2 . 
9 P r i c e s  e f fect i ve from October 1 9 7 4  to March 19 7 5 . 
Kina ( K )  and toe a ( t )  became the c urrency o f  Papua New 
Guinea from Apr i l  1 9 7 5 . 
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TABLE 4 . 1  
VI LLAGE CHARACTERIS T I C S  
Acce s s  { K )  
Mi gra t i on 
Ab sen tee s/Pop . ( % )  
Non-Migrant ( % ) 
Year s Out/A l l  Years 
Pop u l a tion - Re s ident 
% 0 - 1 4 
% 1 5 - 4 4  
% 4 5 + 
Depen de ncy Ra t i o  
Ma s cu l i n i ty Rat io 
1 . 1 Popu a t i on -Ab s ent 
% 0 - 1 4  
% 1 5 - 4 4  
% 4 5 +  
Depe nden cy Ra t io 
Ma s c u l i n i ty Rat io 
Popu l a t i on Den s i ty 
( % ) 
P e r s on s / Sq . Km .  - Cr ude 
II be low 2 4 0 0  m 
E ducation-Re s i de n t s  
(Adul t s ) 
% None 
% P id g i n/Vernacular 
% Pr imary 
% S e condary + 
Chi ldren - 5 yr s 
At S choo l ( % ) 
Educat ion-Abs ente e s  
( Adul t s ) 
% None 
% P i dg in/Vernacular 
% P r imary 
% Secondary + 
Burukngaumo 
2 0 t  
3 0  
2 5  
4 5  
2 6 6  
4 6  
3 4  
2 0  
2 . 2  
0 . 8  
9 3  
1 3  
8 0  
7 
0 . 2  
1 .  3 
1 3 2  
1 3 2 
7 2  
1 3  
1 2  
4 
4 3  
5 7  
7 
2 2  
1 4  
1 Exc l uding trad i t io n a l  migrant s .  
Source : F i e ld data , Youn g , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
Bomkan 
K 2 . 0 0 
4 4  
2 8  
6 2  
2 4 7  
5 1  
3 3  
1 6  
2 . 1  
1 . 2  
1 0 7  
5 
9 4  
1 
0 . 1  
2 . 2  
5 0  
2 8 9 
4 8  
3 7  
1 2  
3 
5 6  
3 7  
3 3  
8 
2 2  
Korul Ema i Angangoi 
K 1 .  5 0  7 0 t  K 1 . 2 0  
3 5  4 9  3 9  
3 4  2 7  2 6  
5 0  4 1  4 3  
3 3 4 3 1 4  3 1 6 
3 7  4 8  4 9  
3 4  2 5  3 2  
2 9  2 7  1 9  
1 .  9 3 . 0  2 . 1  
0 . 9  1 . 0  1 . 4  
9 1 1 5 6  1 0 6  
6 8 1 2  
9 3  8 9  8 6  
1 3 2 
0 . 1  0 . 1  0 . 2  
1 .  8 1 .  9 3 . 1  
4 9  1 3 8  8 5  
5 1  1 4 2  1 1 9  
9 0  8 1  9 0  
9 8 5 
1 9 5 
- 2 -
1 5  3 0  3 2  
7 6  6 0  7 5  
2 1  5 4 
1 1 6  4 
2 1 9  1 6  
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s ur face and in the amount of traf f i c  whi ch they carry . 
B urukngaumo , located on the H i gh lands H ighway to the we st 
of Kundiaw a , i s  by far the mos t  acc e s s ib le vil l age , and 
peop le have no d i f f i culty at any t ime o f  the y ear in 
obtaining t r ansport e i ther for cas ual tr ips within S imbu 
o r  further a f ield . Al l o ther vi l l age s lie  on s econdary 
roads whi c h  may be impas s able in the wet sea son , and whi ch 
carry much sma ller volumes o f  tr af f ic . Several peop le in 
the vic in ity of Emai own trucks and transport is gener a l ly 
ava i l ab le dur in g  the dry s eason . I n  the wet s eason Emai 
peop le are a c c us tomed to walk ing to the H ighlands H ighw ay 
or to the a l l-weather roa d  thro ugh S in a s i na , b ut they may 
have di f f iculty in transporting produce to market . The 
Angango i community has a s imi la r but greater problem s ince 
the ir road i s  part i c ul ar ly sub j ect to l ands l i des , and , 
be c aus e the p eop le are l e s s  prosperous than in S inas ina , 
e ven in dry weather carr i e s  l ittl e  tra f f i c . 1 0 However 
they are s u f f i ciently c lo s e  to Kerowagi to be ab le to walk 
to town when nece s s ary . I n  the other two vi l l ages actua l  
acce s s doe s  not correspond t o  that indi c at ed b y  t ime/cos t  
d i s tan c e . I t  i s  more expens ive to trave l from Bomkan to 
Kundi awa than it  is to trave l from Korul to Kundiawa , b ut 
Bomkan is only five km from Gembogl D i s tr i c t  headquarters , 
and i s  l inked to that centre by an a l l  weather road whi ch 
carried s urp r i s ingly heavy traf f i c  because it a l s o  serves 
1 0  My veh i c l e  was s tranded at Angangoi by lands l ides for 
s ix weeks in February/March , 1 9 7 5 . 
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1 1  the a ir st r ip at Keg l s ug l . People can alway s  reach 
Gembogl a lthough they may not be abl e  to p ro ceed to 
Kundiawa as the road in the lowe r p ar t  of the Upper S imbu 
va l ley i s  un stab le . 1 2  Korul , on  the othe r  hand , i s  o ver 
ha l f  an hour ' s  drive from the district he adquarters in 
Chuave , and during the wet s e as on very little traf fi c 
pas s e s . The peop l e  now have rea l d i f fi cul ty in obta ining 
tran sport when emergen c i e s  a r i s e , a lthough unt i l  1 9 7 3 ,  
whi le Monono Luthe ran Mis s ion s t i l l functi one d , th is 
p roblem was less seve r e . 
The f i ve vi l l ages al s o  d i f fe r  in thei r  l o c ation in 
re l ation to other town s . Whi le the road transport network 
t ends to f ocus movement f rom Burukngaumo , B omkan and Emai 
on Kundiawa , Angangoi peop l e  o ften move we s twards to the 
smal l W ahgi va l ley towns o f  Min j  and Ban z , and Korul people 
move directly e a s twards towards Goroka . Goroka i s  a ls o  an 
imp ortant fo cus fo r Bomkan peop le , many o f  whom st i l l  make 
the day ' s  j ourney by foot acro s s  the mountain s into the 
Uppe r  As aro . 
The relationship between acces s and lo cat i on on the 
one hand , and migr ation on the othe r , is not c lear , partly 
bec aus e acc e s s  has changed over time , but a l s o  becaus e other 
11 A tra f f i c  s urvey c arried o ut for the D ep artment o f  
T ransport i n  1 9 7 2  showed t hat i n  one day the Bomkan road 
carrie d  over hal f the number o f  veh i c l e s  carried by the 
H ighlands H ighway near Chuave ( Department o f  Transport 
Repo r t , 1 9 7 2 - 7 3 : T ab le s 3 & 4 ) . 
1 2  S in ce 1 9 7 5  this road has been gre atly improved by the 
construct ion o f  a byp a s s  around the mos t  mountainous 
s ec t i on . 
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facto r s  are invo lved .  Angango i , for examp le , was more 
acce s s ible in the early years of H i gh l ands Labour Scheme 
recrui tment than it i s  now , bec aus e a l l  recruits le ft from 
Ke rowagi air- str ip , on ly e i ght km from the v i l l age . Today 
an Ang ango i man s eeking to l e ave S irnbu h as to go at lea st 
a s  far as the H i ghlands H ighway . Neverthe le s s ,  Tab le 4 . 1  
doe s  s ugge s t  that a s l ight inverse relation ship exists . 
The rate o f  absentee i sm i s  highest in the least acce s s ible 
vi l l ag e , B omkan , and lowes t  in the mos t  acc e s s ible , 
B urukngaumo . Whi l e  thi s  i s  perhaps surpr i s ing , in that 
peop le from Burukngaumo mus t  be ab le to l e ave the ir vi l lage 
more e as i ly t han peop le from Bornkan , th is  typ e  of inverse 
re l a t i on s hi p  has been noted by previous r e sea rchers in both 
highland and lowland communities  ( Sa l i s bury and S a l i sbury , 
1 9 7 2 : 8 ;  Youn g , 1 9 7 3b : 5 7 - 5 9 ; Lea and We inand , 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 3 ) . 
Population 
The populat ions of v i l l age hou s eholds  enumerated 
dur ing the s urvey r ange from 2 4 7  in Bornkan to 3 3 4 in Korul 
( Tab le 4 . 1 ) . 1 3  In every vil l ag e , chi ldren account for a 
h igh p roportion o f  the total population , and there are a 
con s i derab le number o f  el de r ly peop l e . In contrast there 
are comp a rat ively few young adults . F i g . 4 . 2  shows that 
the 1 5  to 2 4  age group is particularly sma l l  for both men 
and women , a l though Angangoi and Korul al s o  have few peop le 
13 As noted ear l ie r , the s e  do  not nece s s ar i l y  corre spond 
to the cen sus uni t s  used in the DDA cen s us e s . 
2 0  1 5  1 0  
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aged between 2 5  and 3 4 . Dependency ratio s f or every vi l lage 
-
are extreme ly high , and Emai has three dependents ( chi ldren 
and o ld peop l e ) for every person in the product ive age 
gro ups . ·  Two vi l lage s , Burukngaumo , and Korul , have mas c u-
l inity rat ios below the 1 9 7 1  S imbu average o f  0 . 9 8 for rura l 
vi l l a ge s . In Bomk an and Angangoi the r e s i dent populat ion 
has an abnorma l ly l arge number o f  men because a t  the t ime 
o f  the s urvey peop l e  h ad r ecently returned to take part in 
traditi on a l  fest ivals , a p ig-k i l l  and a large pandanus nut 
harves t  respe c t i ve ly . In addition , women are under-
enume r ated bec aus e many w ere l i ving in i s o l ated parts  o f  
the ir territo ry , l ooking a fter p igs , and culti vating ga rden s 
to f e e d  a l l. the v i s itors . 
The chara cteri s t i c s  o f  the res i dent populat ions - h igh 
dependency and low mas cul inity - are typ i ca l  in  a s ituation 
where migrat i on i s  high ly se l e ct ive accord ing to both age 
and se x .  As the 1 9 7 1  c en s us shows , thi s s it uation exi s t s  
throughout rur a l  S imbu .  Over 8 0  per cent o f  t he abs entee s 
from e ach o f  the f ive vil l ages are in the 1 5  to 4 4  age 
groups , and are predominant ly men ( Tab l e  4 . 1 ) . Absentee 
dependency rati o s  a re e xtreme ly low , and approach zero in 
B omkan and Korul . 1 4  In the 1 5  to 2 4  age group the ratio o f  
abs entee s t o  v i l l age res idents i s  1 . 7 : 1 . The contrast in 
the age s truc ture of the absentee and re s ident populat ion s  
i s  brought out c l early in F ig . 4 . 3 ( a ) . 
1 4  The de finition o f  ab sentee - chi ldren , s ib l in gs or parent s 
o f  the respondents c oncerned - inc ludes c lo s e  re l at ive s 
but e xcludes grandchi ldren , or n iece s and nephew s . I t  
thus unde re s t imate s the number o f  absentee chi ldren . 
Fig . 4 . 3 
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Migration i s  thus s trongly se l ecti ve and has a marked 
-
e f fect on the popu l at i on s tructure o f  eve ry vi l l age . I t  
i s  d i f ficult t o  gauge p re c i se ly how ser ious the lack o f  
young a du lt s , e spec i a l ly men , i s . None o f  the villages 
has a l arge number of f ami l i e s  from whi ch the husband is  
abs ent , and in thos e  cases wher e  he is  away , hi s absence 
has norma l ly been of s ho rt duration . Routine work in both 
s ub s i s tence and c a sh crop gardens tends to be c arrie d  on 
by the women in any c a s e , and there are suf f i c ient able-
bodied men within mo st extended fami l i es , to do heavy work 
when the o c c a s ion ari se s . However one communi ty ,  Ema i , 
did expre s s  great concern over the ageing o f  i t s  popula-
t ion and the prob lems o f  repair ing and con s tructing houses , 
organ i s ing trad it ional ceremonie s and c ar ing for the 
e lder ly . As Tabl e  4 . 1  shows , Ema i  has the hi ghe st depend-
ency r atio , and thi s , comb ined with the fact that some 
mig r at ion from Emai has been a f ami ly movement to re settle-
ment b locks , probab ly mak e s  the res idents e sp e c i al ly aware 
of the c hange s in the population s tructure . 
Al l five vi l lage s are s i tuated in cens us divi sions 
which vary greatly in population den s ity . 1 5  Crude den s i ti e s  
are l owe s t  i n  Mitnande and E l imbari and highes t  i n  S inasina 
( Tab l e  4 . 1 ) . However crude den s i ty doe s  not show the rea l  
s ituation because i n  both Mitnande and We s t  Koronigl l arge 
areas are above 2 4 0 0  m .  When thos e  are a s  a re excluded , 
1 5  I t  was not pos s ib l e  to c arry out a detai le d  a s s e s sment 
o f  the actual l and/population ratio in the l imited t ime 
ava i l ab le . The average cen s us divi s ion f i gure s are used 
a s  a s urrogate . 
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Mitnande has by far the highest population den s i ty . Thus 
the popula t ion/ land prob l em i s  potent i a l ly mos t  severe in 
Bomkan and l e a s t  s evere in Koru l . Previo us surveys have 
a s s e s se d  the population/l and ratios in some o f  thes e  
regions . Brookf ie ld and B rown ( 1 9 6 3 : 1 2 2 )  calculated that 
among the three Kuman- speaking group s , the Den g l a-Maguagu 
h ad a den s i ty o f  o ccupation index o f  1 . 1  comp ared with 0 . 6  
for Naregu and 0 . 5  for P agau . The evidence from the inten-
s ive agricultural s urvey s  conf l i cts  with the s e  results , 
and shows that Naregu were l iving in a communi ty which had 
a smaller amount of land per c ap it a than e ither Dinga 2 or 
Dengl a-Maguagu ( DASF , 1 9 6 7 ) . In real terms thi s  is not 
the cas e  becaus e N aregu l ive to the south of the Poro l 
Range , and h ave l arge areas o f  land extending to the north 
bank o f  the Wahgi . 1 6  
Unf ortunately , the se two s urveys d id not cover the 
s ame r e g i on s , and both exc l ude the f i fth trib a l  group in 
thi s survey , Mam, which inc l udes the s urvey vi l l age o f  
Korul . T hus they do not provide con c lus ive evidence on 
comparative population/land ratios . From obs e rvation , 
Burukngaumo and Korul are far better endowed than the 
other vi l l age s . In both c a s e s  thei r  terri tori e s  incl ude 
fer t i le outwash f an s  at the base of lime stone e scarpment s , 
and the remainder o f  thei r  gardens are on r e latively gentle 
16  In the DASF s urvey i t  would have been mor e  mean ingful to 
inc lude N aregu with thei r  Endugwa ne i ghbours to the e as t , 
the mo s t  fortunate community , than with thei r  l and short 
Kamane gu ne ighbour s to the north . 
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s lope s . Korul , i n  addi t i on , has an extens ive area o f  
-
unc l e ared fore s t ; fore st pro ducts and sma l l  rodents and 
birds p l ay an important ro le in the diet o f  the people . 
Burukngaumo people have on ly a sma l l  s trip o f fore st on 
the south fac ing s lope s o f  the Poro l Range . Angangoi 
has a l a rge area of l and , but mo s t  l i e s  above an a ltitude 
of 2 1 0 0  m .  Although thi s is productive for garden ing , it  
s l opes  s teeply and l i ke o ther parts o f  the n arrow Karo 
val ley , i s  h ighly unstab le a fter heavy r ai n . Above 2 3 0 0  m 
mos t  l and i s  s ti l l  under f or e s t  and the Ang an go i  populat ion , 
l ike the Korul people , depend heavi ly on fo re st produc t s . 
Ema i  territory shows al l the s i gns o f  h i gh population 
den s ity . No original fore st r emain s , and the only trees 
are the c a s uarina p lots de l ib erate ly p l ante d  near settle-
ment s . Much o f  the l and i s  s te ep ly s loping , but i s  inten-
s ive ly cultivated . Land shortage may a l ready exi s t  for 
h . · 11 17 rnk 1 h 1 d d t i s  vi  age . Bo an peop e are t e mos t  poor y en owe 
with arabl e  l and . Whi le they own extens ive are as above 
2 4 0 0  m ,  thi s  i s  of no use for cultivati on . Much o f the 
l and at lower a lt itude s l i e s  within the deep ly di s se c ted 
region o f  the S irnbu river val ley and i s  extreme ly s teep . 
Although garden s in thi s area are p roductive , root crop s  
1 8  take a long time t o  mature , and each hous ehol d  the refore 
1 7  H i de commented that the Nimai , whos e  ter r i to ry marche s 
with that o f  the D inga 2 ( Emai ) to the e a s t , were s hort 
o f  cultivable l and for a l l  purpos e s  in 1 9 6 7 ( 19 7 3 : 5 0 ) . 
Hughe s f ound that the Kere , in Gunanggi to the south , 
wer e  not obvious ly short o f  l and in  1 9 6 6  but were approach­
ing the l imit o f  l and whi ch could be used f or growing 
cof fee ( 1 9 6 6 : 1 0 9 - 1 1 1 ) . 
1 8  App roximately 1 2  months for sweet potato , comp ared with 
four months in Burukngaumo . 
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requires a l arge number o f  gardens to provi de suf f ic ient 
-
food . In e ar ly 1 9 7 5 , when Bomkan had a l arge influx of 
vi s ito r s  and returned migrants , food shortag e s  were seve re , 
and women were cultivat ing d i st ant gardens because those 
near the vi l l age h ad already been c le ared . 
Migration certainly deve lops p ar t ly i n  re sponse to 
l and shortage , but , as  with a c ce s s , other factors a l s o  
have to be t aken into account . Shortage o f  l and bas i ca lly 
mean s s hortage o f  money , and there fore , when migrants s ay 
that they l e ave home to e arn money , they may in fact be 
le av ing because of severe land s hortage whi ch h inders them 
from e arning a s at i s fac tory income in the v i l l age . On the 
other h and , v i l l agers f rom relative ly we l l- o f f  vi l lages 
may be more migrat ory bec ause they c an obtain funds to 
f in ance the i r  trave l . In add ition , the a s s e s sment may 
depend on which de f inition o f  migra tion i s  adopted . In 
the five survey vi l lage s Ema i  and Bomkan have the highest 
p roportion o f  abs ente e s  and the h ighest populat ion dens ity , 
but i f  mi grat i on i s  a s s e s s ed on the total t ime spent away 
f rom the vi l l age s ince adulthood , Korul , with the lowe s t  
popul ation dens ity , has the highe st inc i dence o f  migration 
( Tab 1 e 4 . 1 ) . 
E conomy 
Almos t  every househol d  in eve ry vi l lage depends 
prima r i ly on subs i stence f arming . The s tap le , sweet 
potato , is supp lemented by taro , yam , b anan a s , sugar cane 
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and a variety o f  green vegetab l e s . Introduced crops such 
a s  mai z e  o r  spring onions have a l s o  become a regular part 
of the diet , but other s , for example cabbage s ,  tomatoes ,  
and Eng l i s h  potatoes are genera l ly grown fo r s a l e  in produce 
market s . P i g s  p l ay an extremely important role in the 
traditi on a l  e conomy , but form p art of the diet only on 
spe c i a l  o c c a s ions s uch as mar r i age s or funeral s .  Their 
main function is  a s  a medium o f  exchange i n  comp lex inter­
tribal l inkage s maintained by systems of re ciproc ity . The 
pig population of a vi l lage var i e s , and re ache s a maximum 
immedi ate ly be fore a maj or p i g  fes tiva l , a s  occurred in 
Bomkan in Decembe r  1 9 7 4 . 
Although the s ub s i s tence base in  thes e  v i l l ages i s  
s t i l l  dominant , a l l  are involve d  t o  some e xtent i n  the 
monetary e conomy . Mos t  money i s  e arned through the s a le o f  
c a s h  crop s , but s ome peopl e  in e ach vi l lage e arn an income 
from s tore-keeping , h i r ing vehi cl e s , s e l l ing ar tefacts and , 
in a few c a s e s , from wage e arning . 
Cof fee i s  by far the mos t  important c a sh crop in S imbu 
and i s  grown by we l l  over hal f  the men and a cons iderable 
number of women in Burukngaumo , Korul and Emai ( Table 4 . 2 ) . 
I n  Burukngaumo and Korul on ly young un-mar r i e d  men do not 
yet earn an income from coffee , but in  Emai s everal married 
adult men h ave no coffee becaus e they are younger sons  and 
l and i s  short in  the ir particular l ineage . N e i ther Borok.an 
n or Ang angoi have land at a s uf fi c iently l ow alti tude to 
grow c o f f e e . However some Angangoi men have cof fee g ardens 
l.O 
i::::::I" 
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TABLE 4 . 2  
CASH CROPP ING AND V I LLAGE INCOMES 
CAS H  CROP BY SEX ( POSSESS I ON ONLY ) 
MALES 
Burukngaurno Bomkan Korul Emai Ang angoi Burukngaurno 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
Ve getab l e s  1 1 . 6  1 1 . 4  2 2 . 1  1 1 . 1  3 3 . 3  3 3 . 7  
Co f fe e  5 5  8 7 . 3  1 1 .  4 76 7 8 . 3  6 1  6 7 . 8  35 3 8 . 5  1 9  2 3 . 5  
Pyre thrum - - 10 1 4 . 1  - 2 1 . 6  - - - - - -
None 8 12 . 7  5 9  8 3 . l  2 1  2 3 . 3 2 9  32 . 2  5 5  6 0 . 4  6 1  7 5 . 3  
TOTAL 6 3  7 1  9 7  9 0  9 1  8 1  
E S TIMATED ANNUAL INCOME FROM CASH C ROPP ING 
K o- 5 0  2 3  3 6 . 5  1 0  1 4 . l  4 3 4 4 . 3  2 6  2 8 . 9  3 0  3 3 . 0  1 2  1 4 . 8  
5 0 - 1 0 0  2 3  3 6 . 5  2 9  2 9 . 9  2 0  2 2 . 2  4 4 . 4  7 8 . 6  
1 0 0 - 2 0 0  7 1 1 . 1  2 2 . 1  1 1  12 . 2  l 1 . 1  l 1 . 2  
2 0 0+ 2 3 . 2  l 1 . 1  -
Don ' t  know - - 2 2 . 8  
None 8 12 . 7  5 9  8 3 . l  2 3  2 3 . 7  3 2  3 5 . 5  5 6  6 1 .  5 6 1  7 5 . 3  
TOTAL 6 3  7 1  9 7  9 0  9 1  8 1  
Average I ncome/ 5 9 . 5  3 . 5  3 3 . 6  4 4 . 4  1 3 . 2  12 . 0  Capita 
Ave r a ge Income/ 
Cap i ta Tota l 32 . 8  4 . 6  2 0 . 6  2 7 . 0  1 2 . 4  Population 
( Adu l t s ) 
INCOME FROM ALL SOURCES ( K )  - MEN ONLY 
None 0 -5 0  5 0 - 1 0 0  1 0 0 -2 0 0  2 0 0 + 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
Non-Migrant 5 8  4 8 . 7  2 3  1 9 . 3  2 9  2 4 . 4  2 l .  7 7 5 . 9  
Migran t  1 1 9  4 1 . 0  1 0 2  3 5 . 2  5 7  1 9 . 7  6 2 . 1  6 2 . 1  
TOTAL 1 7 7  1 2 5  8 6  8 1 3  
FEMALES 
Bomkan Korul Emai Angangoi 
No . % No . % No . % No . % 
2 4 . 1  1 0 . 9  1 1 . 2  16 2 3 . 9  
4 8 . 2  2 1  1 8 . 6  1 6  1 9 . 5  12 1 7 . 9  
12 2 4 . 5  - - - - - -
3 3  6 7 . 3  9 2  8 1 . 4 6 6  8 0 . 4  4 3  6 4 . 2  
4 9  1 1 3  8 2  6 7  
1 2  2 4 . 5  1 6  1 4 . 2  1 1  1 3 .  4 2 1  3 1 . 3 
5 4 . 4  5 6 . 1  3 4 . 6  
4 8 . 2  
3 3  6 7 . 3  9 2  8 1 . 4 6 6  8 0 . 4  4 3  6 4 . 2  
4 9  1 1 3  8 2  6 7  
6 . 1  6 . 9  7 . 9  1 1 . 2  
TOTAL 
1 1 9  
2 9 0  
4 0 9  
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o n  P agau land c l o s e  t o  Kerowagi , and a l s o  o n  l and belonging 
to k in in the Kup area and near Banz in the We s te rn High l and s . 
Mo s t  fami l i e s  e a rn between K2 5 . 0 0 and K 3 0 0 . 0 0 pe r year 
from co ffee . 1 9  The average income of grower s  in Burukngaumo 
and Emai e xceeds that o f  growe r s  in Korul , perhap s bec aus e 
the c rop was  introduc e d  into the E l irnb ar i  area at a re l a-
2 0  tive ly l ate s tage . Mos t  growers h ave on ly one or two 
smal l cof fee gardens . Coffee i s  s un- dried in the vil l age ,  
and then s o ld to i t inerant buyers ,  who e ither work indepen-
dently , for S irnbu Deve lopments Ltd , or for the S irnbu Co ffee 
Co- operati ve , set up in 1 9 6 4  with a member s hi p  which 
inc l udes abo ut 40  per cent of all S irnbu c o ffee grower s  
( S ingh , 1 9 7 4 : Ch . 8 ;  Howlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 2 2 8 - 2 3 4 ) . 
Neither vegetab le s nor pyrethrum , the o ther two c as h  
c rops grown i n  S irnbu vi l lage s , c an compete w i th co ffee in 
monetary returns for labour input . Mos t  women in every 
vi ll age o c c a s ional l y  s e l l  vegetab les  e i ther at roads ide 
markets s uch a s  Gogo ( Korul ) , Mingende ( Burukngaumo ) , 
Toromarnbuno ( Bomkan ) and Angangoi , or at l a rger markets 
where trade r s  are charged entrance f e e s . A l l  the l arge 
market s  are in towns or rural non-vi l l age c entre s , and 
have the b e s t  potential for making a pro fi t , but none of 
the vi l lage s is s uf fi ciently c lo se to use them 
1 9  1 9 7 4- 7 5  prices : 
2 0  P lanting s tar ted 
even by 1 9 6 0  was 
area s  ( Shand and 
annua l incomes in  1 9 7 7  are much higher . 
in the early 1 9 5 0 s  near Kundi awa , but 
only on a sma l l  s ca le in the s e  remote 
S traatman s , 1 9 7 4 : 3 9 ) . 
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2 1  regul arly . The income e arned from vegetab le marketing 
-
i s  e xtreme l y  smal l  and a glut o f  certain type s  o f  produce 
o f ten o ccurs . Angango i and Bomkan people have long been 
anxious to devel op vegetable c ash c ropp ing on a larger 
s c a l e , be c ause they have no a lternative s o urce s o f  income , 
and in the i r  high altitude areas  they c an produce spe c i a l i s t  
products ,  for example prime qua l i ty Eng l i sh potatoe s  and 
l ar ge oni ons . However S imbu as a who le has not yet been 
incorp orate d  into the gove rnment-organi s e d  Fresh Food 
Pro j e c t  and there s eems l ittle chanc e  that vi l la gers ' hopes 
for market o ut lets w i l l  be rea li s e d . 2 2  Pyrethrum , a high 
a l ti t ude crop , is now being grown only in B omkan , a lthough 
s ome Ang ango i people formerly had garden s . Many Bomkan 
men have abandone d  the i r  garden s ,  and other s  have handed 
the re spons ib i l ity over to the i r  wive s  be c ause they con-
s ider i t  lacks s u f f i c ient status and give s low return s for 
l abour . 
The income from a l l  type s o f  c a sh c ropping in al l 
v i l lage s range s f rom under K S . 0 0 to  ove r  K 3 0 . 0 0 per adult 
c ap i t a  ( T ab l e  4 . 2 ) . Burukngaumo and Emai , the two mos t  
acce s s ib l e  vi l lage s , have the hi ghe s t  income s , but earnings 
are spread les s  e quably in Emai where s ome men have no l and 
2 1  A market s urvey conducted in Kun d i awa in 1 9 7 5  showed that 
mos t  s e l le r s  c ame from within a rad i us of about f ive km 
o f  the town , i . e .  from within e a sy w a lk ing di s tance for 
women c arrying large quantities of produce as head loads 
( H owlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 2 3 9 - 2 4 3 ) . 
2 2  In 1 9 6 2  the Roman C atho l ic Mi s s i on at Toromambuno { Bomkan )  
f lew c on s ignments o f  vegetab le s  to Madang , but the proj ect 
soon f a i le d  bec aus e o f  errat i c  s upp l i e s  ( GP R ,  3/ 6 2- 6 3 ) . 
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for growing c o ffee . I n  Angangoi and Bomkan many people 
-
s tated that they c ould e arn money for coun c i l  tax ( K 8 . 0 0 
to K l 2 . 0 0 per year , depend ing on the Counc i l )  on ly by 
s e l l ing b ird o f  parad i se p lumes and t ree kan g aroo pe lts , 
or by gamb ling . I n  tho se vi l l age s , high s choo l fee s , then 
approximately K 7 5 . 0 0 per year , are a c on s iderab le finan c i a l  
burden . 
A few individua l s in every vil la ge earn an income 
from o ther s ource s .  Every vi l lage has at l eas t one sma l l  
trade s to re whi ch s e l l s c igarettes and toba c c o , t inned meat , 
rice and other products  in  con s t ant demand . However many 
s to re s  only operate spasmodic a l ly , opening at t imes of high 
demand , for examp l e  at the t ime of the Bomkan p i g-k i l l , 
onl y  to c l o s e  a few months l ater . No v i l l a ge r s  own trucks 
tha t  are currently operat in g , b ut some have had s hares in 
thi s  type of bus ine s s  in the past . S ome men in Burukngaumo 
and Emai have cattle pro j e c t s , but they do not make a 
regular income from s e l l ing anima l s  to butche r s  in town . 
Ins tead thei r  animal s are bought by other vil l ager s  at 
prices  two o r  thre e  t ime s  higher than would be obta ined 
from s e l l ing to urb an tr ader s ,  for pre s entat i on at tradi-
tional fe s ti va l s . Whi le thi s brings  in a l arge immediate 
p ro f i t , the demand is irregu l ar and a c attle owner may 
f ind h ims e l f  with a l arge number o f  unwanted bea s t s , o r  
2 3  altern at ive ly ,  no s to c k . 
2 3  For examp l e , 4 0  per cent o f  the cattle s l aughte red in 
S imbu in 1 9 7 4 - 7 5  ( 1 3 1  head ) were k i l l ed on a s ingle 
oc c a s i on for a tradi t i onal ceremoni a l  in the Kerowagi 
Dis t r i c t  ( Howlett e t  a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 2 5 9 ) . 
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Arte fact making pr ovides an irregular income for a 
-
few people in B urukngaumo and Emai , where e a sy acce s s  
a l lows craftsmen t o  rea ch the urban market . Burukngaumo 
peop le , in addition , parti cipate w ith memb e r s  o f  the 
ne ighbour ing Kornbaku c l an in putting on p l ays for vi s i ting 
touri s t s , and s omet imes earn a combined in come of up to 
K l 5 0 . 0 0  per week . Kor ul people manufac ture many artefacts 
b ut cannot se l l  them because they are too i s o l ated from 
the H ighl ands H ighway to a l l ow contac t  with tour i sts . 
Young men from Bornkan occas ional ly earn money by acting a s  
guide s to partie s  o f  tour i st s  c l imbing Mount W i lhe lm .  
Wage e arning opportun i t i e s  in the s e  v i l l age s are few .  
Burukngaumo men have the b e s t  chance o f  f inding work because 
of the frequent road rep a i r s  which h ave to be c arr i ed out 
a l ong the H i gh l ands H ighway , but e l s ewhere j obs  are rare ly 
avai lab l e . However in  Bornk an a lmost a l l  the younger men 
l iving in the vi l l age , i . e .  they had not merely returned 
for the p i g- ki l l , work wi th Mount Wi lhe lm Loc a l  Government 
Coun c i l in the Toromarnbuno s aw-mil l .  
At an individual l eve l there i s  no h i gh ly s igni ficant 
d i f f erence in vil l age income between returned mi grants and 
non- migr ants . 2 4  Almo s t  h al f  of the men who are non-migrants 
have no income , but non-migrants a l s o  have a high percentage 
2 4  x2 = 1 2 . 9 ,  df  = 5 :  s i g . at 2 . 5 % leve l . 
N on-migrants are peop l e  who h ave never lef t  the vi l lage 
e xcept on s hort c a s ua l  vis it s  o f  a few d ay s  dur at ion . 
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o f  l arge income earners ( Table 4 . 2 ) . Whi le more returned 
migrants have an income from vi l l age source s ,  it tends to 
be be low Kl 0 0 . 0 0 per year . In indi vi dual vil l age s , the 
di fference in income for migrants and non-mi grants i s  even 
le s s  s ign i f i cant . The se r e s ul t s  are to be expected . In 
the f ir s t  p l ac e , they compare present vi ll age income wi th 
past migration e xperience . S e c ondly , the a s s e s sment o f  
vil l age income i s  b a s e d  o n l y  o n  obvious forms o f  we alth 
s uch a s  income f rom coffe e , trade store s , etc ; it  omit s  
we a l th , mea s urab le b y  s t atus and family c onnec tions , within 
the tradi tion a l  s o c ia l system . When a migran t  l e ave s the 
vi l l age independently , he o f ten f in ances h i s  j ourney by 
borrow ing mon ey from peopl e  who e i ther already owe h im an 
obl i gation , o r  are w i l l ing to put him under an obl igation . 
When he returns he does not ne ces sari ly p l ant co ffee , or 
open a trade s tore . He may put al l his s avin g s  into 
enhan c in g  h i s  s tatus and creating ( or honour ing ) ob l igat ions 
with in the tradi t i onal sy stem . The as s e rt ions by S a l isbury 
and S al is bury ( 19 7 0 : 8 - 1 0 )  and S trathern ( 19 7 2 )  that s ome 
peopl e  f rom h i gh l ands communi t i e s  migrate to town to acquir e  
wea l th to inves t  in the home vi l lage are p robab ly valid , 
but inve s tment need not t ake pl ace in Western economic 
terms . 
Trad i t iona l  S oc i e ty and S o c i al Deve lopment under Col on i al i sm 
The S irnbu people belong to large tribe s whi ch are sub ­
d ivided into exogamou s  s ub- c lans . Adj acent s ub- c lan s , s ome­
t ime s  in d i f fe rent tribe s , are l inked thro ugh inter-marri age 
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t o  f orm a l l iances  which are the bas i s  o f  gr oup sol idar ity . 
Thes e  a l l iances  are continual ly re inforced through 
r eciproc a l  exchange , o ften at spec i a l  ceremon i a l s  of great 
s i gni f i cance . Interdependence is the ma in s trength of 
tradit ional S imbu soc iety and under tho s e  c i rc ums tances 
migrat i on , apart from the movement of women on marriage , 
and movements c aused by war fare or natural d i s a s ters s uch 
as droughts ,  was unimportant . Co lon i a l  penetration and 
sub s equent settlement c hanged this s i tuation . 
A l l  c o lon ial settlement s  in S irnb u  were e s tabl i shed by 
e i ther the government or the mi s si on s . Burukngaumo and 
Bomkan are both s i tuated c lo s e  to Roman C atho l i c  Mi s s ion 
s tation s which date from the 1 9 3 0 s , the f i r s t  years o f  
S imbu contact w ith the co lon i a l  power . Emai and Angangoi 
have had an equa l ly l ong a s so ci ation wi th the Luthe ran 
Mi s s ion : in the case o f  Ema i  the German Lutheran mi s s ion 
b a s ed in Fins chha fen , and in Angango i the Amer i c an Lutheran 
mi s s ion from Madan g . Korul , despite early contact with the 
f ir s t  gove rnment p atro l s  made by Le ahy and Taylor in 1 9 3 3 , 
d i d  not come under s trong mi s s ion in f luence unt i l  1 9 4 7  when 
the Lutheran Mi s s ion e s tab l i shed a s ta tion at Monono . The 
pre sence of thes e  mi s si on s  has in fluenced mi gration from 
the se vi l l ages  in two important way s . F i r s t , people from 
B omkan and Burukngaumo were tra ined by the C atho l i c  mis s i on 
a s  catech i s t s  and teache r s  for vi l lage s choo ls , and were 
then emp loyed in rura l centres o ften outs i de their own 
tribal area but w i thin the s ame lingui s tic group .  S imi lar ly , 
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the Luther an mi s s ion recruited lay worke rs from Emai , 
-
Angangoi and Korul and in some c a se s they a l s o  moved to 
emp loyment in other vil la ge s . S e condly , the mi s s ion s  
provided s chool ing for the chi ldren , and consequently 
c re ated a demand for e ducation whi ch has increased in 
intens i ty as the mater i a l  bene f i t s  become more and more 
obvious . E ducation has s ubs equently l e d  to migration . 
The education a l  p o l icy o f  the Roman C atho l i c  and 
Lutheran mis s ions di f f e re d  in empha s i s . Und e r  the Cathol i c  
sys tem ,  early s choo ling was c onducted in the vernacular 
l anguage , but a fter the mid 1 9 5 0 s  the emphasi s  s h ifted to 
l arge centra l i s ed primary s chool s  whi ch taught the gove rn-
ment educ at ion syl labus in English . Mingende s choo l , which 
s erve s Burukngaumo , and Denglagu s chool , adj a cent to Bomkan , 
are examp le s . To some extent thi s  e xp l a in s  why a relative ly 
large numb e r  of adult s from these vi l l ages  have been fo r­
mal l y  e ducated ( Table 4 . 3 ) . 2 5  Over 1 6 per c ent o f  the 
Burukngaumo adults and 15 per cent of the Bomkan adults 
have p r imary o r  pos t-pr imary t raining , compared wi th 10  per 
c ent in Ema i  and 1 per cent i n  Korul . In contrast , the 
Lutheran mi s s ion perpetuated education in P id g in and 
vernacular2 6  over a much longer period . No government-
2 5  At the t ime o f  the s urvey , Bomkan a l so contained s everal 
recently returned e duca te d  migrants who intended to 
leave again a f te r  the p ig-k i l l .  
2 6  I n  Emai and Korul the peopl e  were taugh t  Kate , a l anguage 
o f  the F ins chhafen area whi ch the Lutheran mi s s i onar ie s 
use d  a s  a medium o f  commun i cation . 
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TABLE 4 . 3  
EDUCATION AND L ITERACY 
( a )  EDUCATION LEVEL BY SEX BY VI LLAGE (ADULTS ONLY ) l 
Villag e  Burukngaumo Bomkan Korul Emai Angangoi 
Education Level Male s Femal e s  Ma le s Femal e s  Mal e s  Femal e s  Male s Females Ma les Fema l e s  No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
None 4 6  7 1 .  9 6 1 7 5 . 3  3 5  4 9 . 2  3 0  6 1 .  2 7 8  8 0 . 4  112 9 8 . 2  6 5  7 1 . 4  7 6  9 2 . 7  82 8 7 . 2  6 4  9 4 . 1  
Pidgin/Ve rnacular 6 9 . 4  10 12 . 3  2 2  31 . 0 16  3 3 . 0  15 15 . 5  1 0 . 9  10 1 1 . 0 4 4 . 9  6 6 . 4  2 2 . 9  
Primary 6 9 . 4  10 12 . 3  10 14 . 1  3 6 . 1  4 4 . 1  1 0 . 9  1 4  1 5 . 4  1 1 . 2  6 6 . 4  2 2 . 9  
Secondary + 6 9 . 4  - - 4 5 . 6  - - - - - - 2 2 . 2  1 1 .  2 - - - -
TOTAL 6 4  8 1  7 1  4 9  9 7  114 9 1  82  94  6 8  
1 Totals i n  some c a s e s  differ s l i ghtly from number o f  re spondents because some adults who were not inter­
viewed i n  p e r s on are include d .  
( b )  EDUCATION LEVEL B Y  MI GRANT STATUS (MALES ONLY ) 
None P id g in/ Primary Secondary + TOTAL Vernacular 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . 
Non-Migrant 1 0 4  8 7 . 4  7 5 . 9  8 6 . 8  - - 119 
Migrant 1 9 9  6 8 . 6  5 0  1 7 . 2  2 9  1 0 . 0  12 4 . 1  2 9 0  
TOTAL 3 0 3  5 7  3 7  12 409 
( c )  KNOWLEDGE OF P IDGIN (ADULTS ONLY ) 
Burukngaumo Bomkan Korul Emai Angangoi 
Speak R/W l Tot a l  Speak R/W Total Speak R/W Total Speak R/W Total Speak R/W Total 
% % No . % % No . % % No . % % No . % % No . 
Ma le 5 0 . 8  3 4 . 9  6 3  7 4 . 6  4 9 . 3  7 1  3 9 . 2  1 8 . 6  9 7 4 5 . 6  2 4 . 4  9 0  4 6 . 2  1 1 .  0 9 1  
Female 2 8 . 4  9 . 9  8 1  3 6 . 7 16 . 3  4 9  9 . 7  0 . 9  1 1 3  1 9 . 8  2 . 4  82 10 . 4  3 . 0  6 7  
1 R/W = Read o r  write . 
Source : F i e l d  data , Youn g , 1 9 7 4 - 75 . 
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sy l l abus primary s choo l s  we re e s tab l ished near Ema i , Ko rul 
or Ang angoi unt i l  the l ate 1 9 6 0 s , and even today many 
chi ldren from Korul and Angango i  do not attend be cause 
the school s  which s erve them are approximate ly two hour s ' 
walk away ( T ab l e  4 . 1 ) . Under the s e  c ir c ums tances it i s  
hardly surp r i s ing that s o  few adults in e ither o f  thes e  
c ommun i ti e s  have any education . Emai has not been so  badly 
s e rved partly becaus e  it i s  r e latively acce s s ible to Koge 
Catho l ic Mi s s ion , but a l s o  bec ause the vi l l a ge is a maj or 
Lutheran c entre , and young p eople were s ent in earlier 
t ime s to the mi s s ion headq uarter s  at Mu . 
Not only do the s e  vi l l ages have a dearth o f  educ ated 
adult s , but mos t of their educated res i dents are young . 
Over 7 0  per c ent o f  the men and al l except three of the 
women with formal educ at i on are les s  than 3 0  y ears o ld and 
thus l ack author i ty in vi l l age a f fair s . T h i s  l imit s their 
effectivene s s  a s  mob i l i s e r s  and agents o f  innova t i on . 
Powe r f ul men in S imbu tend to be long to o l der age- group s , 
and in the five s urvey vil lages none o f  the lo cal govern­
ment counc i l l o r s , a l l  age d  at lea s t  3 0 , could unde rs tand 
Engl i sh and one could not s pe ak P i dgin . 
Forma l educat ion a l  e xperience doe s  not a c cur ate ly 
ref lect the abi l i ty of d i f ferent vi l lage popula tions to 
commun i cate with people from d i fferent l ingu i s t i c  group s . 
Many adul ts  with n o  fo rmal educ ation have l earned to speak , 
and even to read and write in P i dgin . P idgin i s  mos t  
wide ly known among the men from Bomkan , but very few women 
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from Korul and Angangoi can communi cate except in thei r  
own l an guage ( T able 4 . 3 ) . Almo s t  every man under the age · 
of  3 0  spe aks P idgin . In terms of migration the ab i l i ty 
to spe ak P i dgin i s  imp ortant bec ause i t  give s a person 
added c on f i dence when he moves out s ide h i s  l ingui stic 
group . Early agreement l abour re cr ui ts from S irnbu were 
o ften unabl e  to speak the l anguage but many le arnt i t  
whi l e  away from home , and o ther s communi ca ted with the ir 
c o as tal over s eer s thro ugh fr iends who were ab le to act as 
interpreters .  Non- agreement migrants f ind i t  very d i f f i-
cult to remain non-P idg in speakers , and in mo st c as es they 
l earn the l anguage soon a fter leaving home . Lack o f  
knowledge o f  P i dg in i s  a problem even within S imbu . 
P eop le from Korul are apprehensive about going to Kundi awa 
because a lmos t  e veryone in  the towµ speaks or unders tands 
Kuman , but the E limba r i  and Kuman language s  ar e not mutual ly 
inte l l i gib le . Emai people do not have the s ame problem 
becaus e there is a h i gh degree of mutual inte l l i gibi l ity 
between S inas ina and Kuman ( De ib le r  and Trefry , 1 9 6 5 : 
Appendix A ) . 
There i s  a s igni f icant di f fe rence in  the e ducation a l  
2 qual i f i cat ion s o f  migrant and non-mi grant male s  ( X  = 1 7 . 8 ,  
d f  = 4 ;  s ig . at 1 . 0 per cent leve l ) .  Over 8 5  per cent o f  
the non-migr ants have no education , and on ly 6 . 8  per cent 
have p r imary or post-pr imary s choo l ing ( Tab le 4 . 3 ) . In 
c ontr a s t , 1 4 . 1  per c ent of the returned migrants have had 
forma l  s choo l ing , and a fur ther 1 7 . 2  per c ent s ome s choo l ing 
in  P idgin or vernacul ar . Eve ry one w ith pos t-pr imary 
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training h a s  a t  s ome t ime mi gr ated . For i ndividual 
-
vi l l ages  the dif ference i s  l es s  s trongly marke d , and i s  
only hi ghly s i gn i fi c ant f o r  Bomkan . Al l the other v i l lage s 
have s ome educated non-migrants ,  al l rece nt s choo l l eave r s . 
However , desp ite the s e  d i f fe rence s , mos t  returned migrants 
in every vi l la ge are comp lete ly uneduc ated . 
The di f ference in  educa t iona l e xperience between 
absentees  and re s idents i s  even more s tr ongly marked .  In 
B urukngaumo and Emai over 30 per cent o f  abs ente e s  have at 
l e a s t  s ome years of pr imary e ducat ion , whi l e  among v i l lage 
res idents the corr esponding p ropo rt ions are 1 6 . 0  and 1 0 . 4  
re sp e ctive ly ( T ab le 4 . 1 ) . The difference i s  much le s s  
marked i n  Koru l , whe re both abs entee s and r e s i dents are 
une ducated , but over 2 0  per cent o f  the abs en te e s  from 
Angango i ,  where the educ at ion leve l o f  v i l lage re s idents 
is a ls o  e xtremely low , are educate d to p r imary leve l . 
F ig . 4 . 3 ( b )  summa r i s e s  the educat i onal e xp e r i en ce o f  r e s ­
ident and abs ent men and women from e a c h  c ommun ity . 2 7  The 
greate s t  d i fference is in the mal e populat ion s .  As l ater 
ana ly s i s  wi l l  show , women normal ly on ly move as dependent s 
o f  the ir husband s , and education nee d  not b e  a fa ctor 
determining the ir mi grat ion behaviour . On the other hand , 
educ ated women , l i ke the i r  male counterpa r t s , are a lmo s t  
a l l  abs ente e s . Over 8 6  per cent o f  the who le popul at ion 
with p o s t- pr imary training l ive e l s ewhere . 
2 7  x 2 = 7 1 . 9 ,  for men ; 2 5 . 1  for women : d f  = 4 , both s i g . 
at 0 . 1 per cent l eve l . 
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The above evidence ac cords with that from my previous 
-
surveys among K ainantu vi l lage s ( 1 9 7 3 b : l 2 1 - 1 2 2 ) , bu t d i f f e r s  
t o  s ome extent from S trathern ' s  evidence , which showed 
that unsk i l le d  people near Mount Hagen remained non-
migrant s ,  a lthough tho s e  from more di s tant re gion s  le ft 
home ( 1 9 7 2 : 2 0 - 2 2 ) . Howeve r ,  i f  Bomkan i s  regarded a s  an 
abnormal c as e , which it c ertain ly was at the time of the 
survey , B urukngaumo doe s s tand out a s  having some educated 
res idents , and thi s  may be rel ated to the greater po s s ibi l i-
ties o f  making an income from a var i e ty o f  di fferent source s  
i n  that v i l l age ( see  above , p .  2 5 0) . The e f fe c t  o f  education 
s e le ct i v i ty wi thin the se v i l l age s r emains a matter o f  con-
j ec ture . On the whole , people are not ac customed to edu-
c at ed young p eop le rema ining at home , and becoming s tab le 
members of the commun ity . The edu cated young , whether they 
are res i dents or absentee s ,  c annot become vi l lage leaders 
becaus e of the i r  age , and S imbu parents cont inue to see 
e ducation as an avenue to remunerative emp l oyment outs ide 
the rur a l  vi l l a ge s ector . They do not ne ce s sar i ly encourage 
the ir chi ldren to leave , but the who le organis at ion o f  
trad it iona l  vi l l age society di s co ur age s them from rema ining . 
I t  i s  impos s ib le to a s s e s s  which o f  the above fac tors 
ha s the greatest inf luenc e on migration from the se 
five v i l la ge s . S imbu people s ay that they migr ate for a 
numb e r  o f  reas ons - to make money ; bec aus e they are bored 
with vil la ge l i fe ; becaus e i t  i s  e asy for them to f inance 
trave l to p l ace s where l i fe i s  more e xc i ting , and emp l oyment 
more lucrative ; becaus e the organi sation o f  S imbu soc i ety 
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a l lows them to de legate the i r  v i llage re sp ons ibi l i ti e s  to 
othe r s ; because they lack land . E ach indivi dua l  re sponds 
in a d i f ferent way to a combination o f  the s e  factors . No 
s ingle factor c an e xp l ain var iation s  in individua l  or 
c o l l e c t ive mi gration b ehaviour . 
MI GRAT I ON FROM RURAL S IMBU 
Types of Migran t  
E very vi l la ge pop ulatio n  c onta ins r epre s entative s  o f  
the fo ur main type s o f  migr an t  ( Table 4 . 4 ) . 2 8 None o f  the 
men are trad i t ion al migrants and in every vil l age except 
Koru l , where 2 1 . 7 per cent were non-migrant s , le s s  than 2 0 
per cent have neve r  migrated . I n  B omkan and Emai mal e  
ab sent e e s  great ly o utnumber the returned migrants , but in 
the othe r  thre e vil lage s  the s e  two popul at ion s are a lmo st 
equa l . A h i gh proport ion o f  women are trad itional migrant s , 
and in e very vi l l age there are more f emal e  abs e ntees than 
returned mi grant s . 
Non-Migr ants 
Mos t  non-migrant mal e s  are e i ther over the age o f  5 0  
or teenage r s  who have recen t ly l e ft s c ho o l .  Other s either 
h ave phy s ic a l  d i s ab i l i ti e s  o r  have not wanted to leave the 
vi l lage for spe c i f i c  fami ly reas on s . Women who have never 
2 8 S ee p .  51 for d e f in itio n  o f  type s  of migran t . 
TABLE 4 .. 4 
M I G RANT CAT E GORI E S  ( AD U L T  ONLY ) 
Non-M i g r an t  Tr a d i t i o n a l  No n - T r a di ti o n a l  M i g r an t  Re turn e d  M i g r a n t  
MALE S No .. % N o . % N o . % 
B u r ukng a umo 1 6  1 5 . 0  - - 4 7  4 3 . 9  
Borok an 2 0  1 4 . 2  - - 5 1  3 6  .. 2 
K o r u l  3 3  2 1 . 7  - - 6 4  4 2  .. 1 
Ema i 2 4  1 3 . 0  - - - 6 6  3 5 . 7  
Ang an g o i  2 4  1 4  .. 9 - - 6 7  4 1 . 6  
T O TAL 1 1 7  1 5 . 7  - - 2 9 5  3 9 . 5  
FEMALE S 
Burukng a umo 9 7 . 1  6 1  4 8  .. 0 1 1  8 . 7  
Borok an 3 3 . 7  3 1  3 8  .. 3 1 5  1 8 . 5  
K o r u l  7 4 .. 9 9 2  6 3 . 9  1 4  9 . 7  
Ema i .3 2 .. 3 6 3  4 8 . 1  1 6  1 2 . 2  
Anga n g o i 3 3 .. 3 5 6  6 2 . 2  8 8 .. 9 
T O TAL 2 5  4 .. 4 .  3 0 3  5 2 . 9  6 4  1 1 . 2  
S ou r c e : F i e l d  d a t a , Y o un g , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
Abs e n t  
N o . % 
4 4  4 1 .  7 
7 0  4 9 " 6 
5 5  3 6 . 2  
9 5  5 1 .  4 
7 0  4 3  .. 5 
3 3 4  4 4 . 8  
4 6 3 6 . 2  
3 2  3 9 . 5  
3 1  2 1 . 5  
4 9  3 7 . 4  
2 3  2 5 . 6  
1 8 1  3 1 . 6 
T O TAL 
1 0 7 
1 4 1  
1 5 2  
1 8 5  
1 6 1  
7 4 6  
1 2 7 
8 1  
1 4 4  
1 3 1  
9 0  
5 7 3  
N 
Ol 
0 
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migrated are a lmos t  a l l  young and unmarr ie d . Both the 
young men and women c an be expected to mi grate in the 
future . Thus , in the s urvey vi l lage s , mi gration is a 
normal exper ience fo r a lmo s t  a l l  ab le-bod ied men and 
women , exc ept for thos e  who were already adul t  at the time 
when movement to non- tradit iona l  centres began . Young 
S imbu boys grow ing up in the s e  commun itie s have s een mos t  
o f  the ir e lder s  leaving the triba l  vi l l age e i ther temporari ly 
or pe rman entl y , and e xpe ct to do l ikewi s e . Mi gration from 
the s e  v i l l ages  is therefore unl i ke ly to decreas e .  
Trad it ional Migrants 
S in ce the e s tab l i s hment o f  admini strati ve control in 
S imbu , the movement of women on marr i age has been the main 
f orm o f  tradit ional migration . Trad ition a l  mi grants account 
for the l ar ge s t  group o f  adul t women in every vi l lage e xcept 
Bomkan , where a l arge number of women are absentee s . Thes e  
women be long t o  a l l  a ge gro up s . Mos t  have moved on ly once 
a fter l e aving thei r  home vi l l ages but s ome , in line with 
S imbu s oc i a l  cus toms ( Brown , 1 9 7 2 : 5 2 ) , are divorced and 
r e-marry s eve ral time s within the fir s t  few yea r s  of l e av ing 
home . O ther reason s for making mul tiple traditional move s 
are return to the n atal s ub-c lan after the husband ' s  death , 
or moves to j oin chi l dren who h ave mar r i ed into other s ub­
c lan s . The sp at i a l  e xtent o f  traditi onal mi gr ati on c an be 
analys ed from the b irthp l ac e s  of the women c urren t ly l iving 
in e ach vil l age , and from the locat ions of fema le abs ente e s  
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who are tradition a l  migr ants . 2 9  
Mos t  women come from sub- c l an s  within ten km of the ir 
vi l l age of res idence . Whe re the v i l l age is central ly 
s ituated within tr ibal territory , for e xamp le Korul and 
Bomk an , mos t  women be long to the same tribe as their 
hus bands , but where the vi l lage l ies near the border o f  
tribal territory ( B ur ukngaumo , Emai and Ang angoi ) many come 
from d i f feren t  tribes ( T ab le 4 . 5 ) . I n  B urukngaumo ove r  2 0  
per cent o f  the women were born i n  the S i ambuga-Wauga tribe 
from near Mingende , in Angangoi 24  per c ent are from the 
nei ghbour ing B indegu tr ibe , and in Ema i  2 0  pe r cent were 
born in T abari and a further 1 2  pe r cent in Dom Kagul . 
B omkan and Angangoi a l s o  contain a cons iderab le number o f  
women f rom outs ide S imbu P ro vince . Thos e  in Bomkan are 
from the Bundi are a  o f  Madang Province , a r eg i on which has 
3 0  lon g  h a d  imp ortant l ink s with the Deng la-Maguagu ; tho s e  
i n  Angangoi be long to the Upper J imi va lley i n  the Wes tern 
H ighlands , and are reputed to have some ances try in common 
3 1  with the P agau people . Th is type o f  inter-provincial  
2 9  The incidence o f  mul t ip l e  traditiona l moves is  not 
separa te l y  ana ly se d  in detai l b e c ause the data are incom­
p le te . S ome women make a point o f  ment ioning every 
' tr ia l  marriage ' even although i t  lasted for on ly a few 
weeks , whi le others comp lete ly d i s re gard thes e  early 
s hort term move s . Altogether , 16 per cent of the tradi­
tiona l migrants in the samp le have marr ied at least twic e . 
3 0  Bundi peopl e  attended the Bomkan p i g-ki l l  in l arge 
numbe r s , per formed a s er ie s  o f  tradit i onal dance s , and 
wer e  the maj or non- tr ibal recip i ents o f  pork . 
3 1  Thi s  was c ited a s  a rea s on for the Uppe r J imi wards to 
break away f rom the J imi Counc i l  and j o in Kerowagi 
Coun c i l in 1 9 7 5 .  Uppe r J imi was for mer ly p art of S imbu ,  
and only tran s fe rred to the Wes t ern H ighlands in 1 9 6 8 . 
TABLE 4 . 5  
DES TINAT I ONS OF TRAD I T IONAL ABSENTEES AND 
B IRTHPLACE OF RESPONDENTS , ( % ) 
Vi l l age Burukngaumo Bomkan ( Deng la-( Tr ibe ) ( Nare gu )  Maguagu ) 
B irthpl a ce 
MALE 
Own tr ibe 9 5  .. 2 9 4 . 4  
Other S imbu 4 . 8  4 . 2  
Other - 1 . 4  
FEMALE 
Own tribe 5 1 . 9  7 0 . 2  
Other S .imbu 4 8  .. 1 1 4 . 9  
Other - 1 4 . 9  
Absentee Lo cation 
FEMALE 
Own tribe 3 4 . 9  5 0  .. 0 
Other S imbu 6 5 . 1  4 0  .. 9 
Other - 9 . 1  
Source : F i e l d  data , Young, 1 9 7 4 - 7 5  .. 
Korul Emai 
( Mam) ( Dinga2 ) 
1 0 0  .. 0 9 7  .. 7 
- -
- 2 . 3  
6 4  .. 9 4 5 . 2  
3 5  .. 1 5 2 " 4 
- 2 . 4  
4 0 . 0  2 5 . 3  
6 0 . 0  7 3 . 5  
- 1 .  2 
Angangoi 
( Pagau ) 
9 7 . 0  
-
3 . 0 
3 5 . 7  
5 2  .. 6 
1 1 . 8  
1 9 . 7  
6 0 . 4  
1 9 . 7  
N 
O'\ 
w 
2 6 4  
marr iage migr ation i s  respons ib le for s ome o f  the prob lems 
of ana lys i s  already noted with the cen sus data ( see 
Chapter 2 ) . 
The migration space o f  tradition a l  movement has change d  
very l ittle s ince pre- co lon i a l  time s . Youn g  marr ied women 
c ome f th b 1 . th . f ' ft '  3 2  r o m  e s ame su - c ans a s  women in e i r  i ie s .  
However the patterns h ave never been c omp letely s tati c . 
I nter-marr i age has always been the best metho d  o f  re-
inforcing inter- tr iba l l inks to be explo ited i n  t ime of 
war f ar e , and in the s urvey vi l lage s  the most important 
a l l i ance s are indic ated by the birthp l ac e s  of the women . 
Power ful t r ib e s  a l s o  abs o rbed smaller one s  through inter-
marr i age . N aregu ( Burukngaumo ) has  don e  thi s  with the 
Gamgane ( Brown and Brook fie l d , 1 9 5 9 : 4 5 )  and the Korul 
peop le have formed s trong l inks w ith the i r  former enemi e s , 
Mor is me , in a s imi lar fashion . However , generally , inte r-
marr iage doe s  not t ake p la ce between l a rge enemy tribes . 
Bomk an peop l e  do not marry thei r  ne ighbour s from the Inaugl 
tr ibe a lthough the two now co- exi s t  in harmony . 
Women who move out o f  the vi l l age a s  tradi ti onal 
. 3 3 d h b 1 th f mi grant s ten to go to t e s ame s u  - c  ans a s  o s e  rom 
which their r e l at ives by marr iage came . However , as  
32  The s tabi l ity o f  tradit i onal marriage migrat ion is  a l s o  
mark e d  in other parts o f  the highland s , a s  I found in 
s tud i e s  in the Kainantu area ( 1 9 7 3 b : 7 7 - 7 8 ) .  
3 3  Although in formation was col lected on thes e  women they 
are omitted from any ana lys i s  con ce rning a b s entees , 
because e s s entially they are rep l aced wi thin the s urvey 
v i l lage by the in-mi gr ation of the women r e s pondents .  
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Tab le 4 . 5 s hows , the percentage of the s e  women who have 
moved to o ther s ub- c l an s  within the i r  own t r ib e  i s  -lower 
than that o f  intra- tr iba l marr i ages  among v i l l age re spond­
ents , and , corre sponding ly , more h ave moved to sub- c l ans 
in other tr ibe s . Thi s  i s  bec ause ab sente e s  are de f ined 
as the c lo s e  re lative s  o f  e a ch re spondent . Women re spond­
ents o ften have s i s ter s who h av e  marr ied into s ub- c lans 
w i th whi ch memb e r s  of the s urvey vi l l age have no connection . 
Thus , for examp le , 1 3  per cent o f  the women in Bornkan c ome 
from B undi , b ut some o f  the s e  women h ave c l o s e  re latives 
who have marr i ed w ithin Bundi in s ub- c l ans which have no 
trad i t i on a l  mar r i age ties with the Dengl a-Maguagu . They 
repre s ent inter- tribal links whi c h  do not invo lve migration , 
but do invo lve parti c i pat ion in important t r ib a l  ceremon ie s . 
The 1 9 7 5  Den gla-Maguagu p ig- k i l l  was at tended by people 
be long ing to Kukan i , Karnanegu , P ag au , Girai gu , B indegu , 
S iarnbuga and N aregu tribes , a l l  Kuman speak in g ,  and by 
other S irnb u  from more d i s tant are a s  s uch as S in as ina , Dorn 
and Chuave . Other vi s itors were di s tant r e l at ive s from as 
far away a s  Goroka and Mount H agen . 
Mos t  o f  thes e  movements have a l s o  c hanged l ittle ove r  
t ime , but in Ang ango i  s evera l  r espondents have female 
relat ive s who have marr ied into s ub- c lans near Banz in the 
Wes te rn H igh l and s , and near Kup in the Wah g i  lowl ands o f  
S imb u . Although Angangoi p eop le s ay that thes e  are tradi­
tional l inks , and thi s  i s  borne out by the fact that many 
Angangoi men c an s peak the rnid-Wahgi languages , al l the s e  
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women are youn g . Angango i le ader s s ay th at in recent 
year s they have been encoura ging the se mar r i ages  because 
the linked s ub- c l an s  in the lowe r are a s  have p lenty o f  
l and fo r growing co f fe e . Some Angango i men have sub se­
quently exp lo ited the s e  l inks by marrying women from Ban z  
and Kup , and moving t o  l ive with their wive s ' sub- c l an s . 
This i s  an e xamp l e  o f  the spontaneo us rural re settlement 
de s cribed by Tomas etti ( 1 9 6 6 )  and P loeg ( 1 9 7 5 ) . In some 
respects  the s e  move s mi ght be vi ewed as modern equiva lents 
o f  the population pre s s ure induced move s  of  pre- co lonial 
time s , an d thus a s  having a traditiona l e lement . However 
here they are not cons i de red ' tradi t i on a l ' .  
B omkan , l ike Angango i ,  lacks s ui t ab l e  l and for cash 
c ropp ing , but there i s  no evidence o f  a s imi lar del iberate 
use of mar r i age l inks to obtain produ ct ive l an d  at lower 
a l t i tude s . However previ ous s tudie s  ( Howlett , 1 9 6 2 : 1 3 3 ;  
B rook f i e ld and B rown , 1 9 6 3 : 7 8 )  have documented the mi grat ion 
o f  ent ire fami l ie s  from the Upper S imbu val l ey to the Upper 
As a ro in the E a s tern H i ghlands . Thi s  movement doe s  not 
ne c e s s a ri ly invo lve inter-marr i age with the Uppe r As aro 
tribes , but has taken pl ace when a S imbu man ha s been 
granted the r i ght to sett le on a particular p iece o f  land . 
Whi le thi s  i s  a lso  spontaneous re settlemen t , it i s  on a 
s li ght ly di f ferent b as i s  from that o f  the Angangoi peop le . 
No men in any o f the f i ve v i l l ages have been t r adi­
t ional mi grant s , although S imbu men do o c c a s ion a l ly move to 
the i r  wive s ' vi l lages a f te r  mar r i age . Hardly any men be long 
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to sub- cl an s  other than tho s e  owning the terr itory within 
whi ch the v i l l a ge l i es , and mos t  of thos e  who we re born 
e l s ewhe re are there for a parti cular rea son . Emai , for 
examp l e , inc l udes two fami l ie s  of F inschh afen or igin , one , 
the de s cen dent s  o f  the or iginal Lutheran pa stor who settled 
in the v i l lage in  1 9 3 6  and d ied only in  1 9 7 4 , and the other , 
a Lutheran teacher . Angango i ' s  Lutheran mi s s i onarie s  come 
from the nearby Dage and D angga tribe s at Nondugl . 
The above ana ly s i s , which s hows that t raditional 
migrat ion h a s  changed l itt le s ince pre- co loni a l  time s , 
omits  one important s e c tor o f  the p op ulation , the non-
tr ad ition a l  absente e s . Un fortunate ly it  i s  not pos s ible to 
dis cove r  where the wive s  of current abs entee s  were born , 
bec au s e  they thems e lve s  are away . Howeve r , i t  i s  l ike ly 
that s ome be long to S imbu tribes out side the traditional 
mar r i age link age s , o r  even to othe r  p a rt s  o f  P apua New Guinea . 
S evera l respondents s ay that they had a P apuan or i s land 
wi fe when they were away from home , b ut a Simbu wife waiting 
in the vi l lage . S imil arly , abs ent women may be marr ied to 
3 4  men from other parts o f  the country . U l t imate ly thes e  
changes mus t  become more w i de spread and w i l l  create a new 
patt e rn o f  link ages which co-e xi s t  wi th tho s e  dating from 
pre- co lon ia l  t ime s . 
3 4  The UHS showed that 4 4 . 1  per cent o f  the marr ied men who 
l ived in Kundi awa in 1 9 7 4  were S imbu , and a l l  o f  the s e  
except one were married t o  S imbu women . Over hal f the 
remaining marr i e d  men , who c ame from outs i de S imbu 
Province , were a l s o  married to S imbu women ( Young , 
f or thcoming : Tabl e  8 ) . 
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Returned Non -Trad itional Migrants 
About 4 0  per cent of the men b ut on ly 12 per cent o f  
the women have made move s o f  a type which wou ld not have 
taken p lace in  pre - c o l on ial t imes , norma l ly to the rura l 
non- vi l lage or urban s ector s , and have l ate r returned to 
the vi l lage ( T able 4 . 4 ) . The re lat ive s iz e  o f  the male 
returne d migr ant popul ation var i e s  on ly s l i ghtly between 
vil l age s , but in Bomkan there are more women in this  c ate-
gory than in any o f  the oth e r  vil lage s . Mos t  returned 
migrants are aged between 20 and 4 4 , al though in Emai many 
o l der men , who had been re cruited as labo urers dur ing the 
war , a lso  belong to thi s  catego ry . A l l  v i l l ages  inc lude 
one or two o lder peopl e  who h ave only recently become 
returned migrants b ec au s e  they h ave spent extended per iods 
w ith younge r  members o f  the i r  f ami l i e s  l iving e l s ewhere . 
The Sp at i a l  E xtent o f  Previous Migrat i on 
When men f ir s t  left thei r  vil lages they went to a great 
var iety of des t in ations , mor e  than hal f of whi ch we re rura l 
( Table 4 . 6 ) . However Goroka town 3 5  was  by far the mo st 
important s ingle d e s t ination , and rece ived mo re than twice 
a s  many ini t i a l  mi grants a s  Centra l P rovin ce , the s e cond 
ranking loc ation . On ly 3 . 1  per cent o f  the men moved to 
Kund i awa , whi c h  s hows that the s e  rur a l  S imb u , l ike the town 
3 5  Towns in thi s part o f  the analy s i s  are de f ined according 
to the 1 9 7 1  census , although when the se in itial move s 
wer e  made many , for examp l e  Goroka , wer e only s mal l 
p atro l pos t s . 
TABLE 4 . 6  
S IMBU VI LLAGES - IN I T IAL DES TINAT I ON S  
MALES 
Vi l l a ge Burukng- Bornkan Korul Emai Angangoi Tota l Burukng
- Bomkan 
a umo aumo 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . %. No . % No . % 
S imbu P 8 1 7 . 0  7 1 3 .  7 4 6 . 3  1 1 .  5 1 1 .  5 2 1  7 . 1  - - 2 1 3 . 3 
Madang P 6 1 2 . 8  2 3 . 9  9 1 4 . 1  - - 3 4 . 5  2 0  6 . 8  - - 3 2 0 . 0  
E Highlands P 2 4 . 3  6 1 1 .  8 2 3 . 1  4 6 . 1  - - 1 4  4 . 7  1 9 . 1  
W H i gh l ands P 1 2 . 1  2 3 . 9  1 1 .  6 1 1 . 5  6 9 . 0  1 1  3 . 7  
Gul f 5 1 0 . 6  1 2 . 0  1 1 .  6 - - 1 1 . 5  8 2 . 7  
New I r e l and 3 6 . 4  1 2 . 0  8 1 2 . 5  3 4 . 5  - - 1 5  5 . 1  
Cen tral 3 6 . 4  1 2 . 0  4 6 . 3  6 9 . 1  1 1  1 6 . 4 2 5  8 . 5  
Moro be - - 2 3 . 9  - - - - 1 1 . 5  3 1 .  0 
Man us 1 2 . 1  1 2 . 0  - - - - - - 2 0 . 7  
ENB 1 2 . 1  6 1 1 . 8 5 7 . 8  2 3 . 0  5 7 . 5  1 9  6 . 4  
Mi lne Bay - - - - - - 2 3 . 0  - - 2 0 . 7  
N Solomons 1 2 . 1  3 5 . 9  2 3 . 1  2 3 . 0  2 3 . 0  1 0  3 . 4  
Northern - - 1 2 . 0  - - - - - - 1 0 . 3  
WNB 1 2 . 1  - - - - - - 2 3 . 0  3 1 .  0 
S urvey Vi l lage 1 2 . 1  2 3 . 9  - - 2 3 . 0  1 1 . 5  6 2 . 0  6 5 4 . 5  5 3 3 . 3  
Other Vi l lage 
TOTAL Rur a l  3 3  7 0 . 2  3 5  6 8 . 6  3 6  5 6 . 3  
in c l . Vi l l age 
2 3  3 4 . 8  3 3  4 9 . 3  1 6 0  5 4 . 2  7 6 3 . 6 1 0  6 6 . 7  
Kund i awa 2 4 .  3 1 2 . 0  1 1 .  6 3 4 . 5  2 3 . 0  9 3 . 1  1 6 . 7  
Goroka 4 8 . 5  6 1 1 .  8 7 1 0 . 9  2 1  3 1 . 8 1 0  1 4 . 9  4 8  1 6 . 3  2 1 8 . 2  3 2 0 . 0 
Mt H agen - - 1 2 . 0  - - 9 1 3 . 6  1 1 .  5 1 1  3 . 7  1 9 . 1  
More sby 2 4 . 3  - - 5 7 . 8  - - 6 9 . 0  1 3  4 . 4  1 6 . 7 
Lae - - 3 5 . 9  4 6 . 3  5 7 . 6  2 3 . 0  1 4  4 . 7  
Rabaul - - 1 2 . 0  - - - - 2 3 . 0  3 1 .  0 
Madang - - 4 7 . 8  - - 1 1 . 5  2 3 . 0  7 2 . 4  
Arawa/Panguna/ - - - - -
Kie ta 
- - - 1 1 . 5  1 0 . 3  
Men di 2 4 . 3  - - - - - - - - 2 0 . 7  
Kainantu 1 2 . 1  - - - - - - - - 1 0 . 3  
Wau/Bulolo 1 2 . 1  - - 1 1  1 7 . 2  3 4 . 5  4 6 . 0  1 9  6 . 4  
Minj 1 2 . 1  - - - - - - - - 1 0 . 3  
Kimbe - - - - - - 1 1 . 5  - - 1 0 . 3  
Banz 1 2 . 1  - - - - - - 2 3 . 0  3 1 . 0  1 9 . 1  
Wabag 
Fins chha fen 
Kerowagi Town 2 3 . 0  2 0 . 7  
TOTAL Urban 14 2 9 . 8  1 6  3 1 . 3 2 8  4 3 . 8 4 3  6 5 . 2  3 4  5 0 . 7  1 3 5  4 5 . 8  4 3 6 . 4  5 3 3 . 3  
TOTAL 4 7  5 1  6 4  6 6  6 7  2 9 5  1 1  1 5  
S ource : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
FEMALES 
Korul Emai 
No . % No . % 
- 5 3 1 . 3 
1 6 . 2  
-
1 6 . 2  
6 4 2 . 9  2 1 2 . 5  
1 6 . 2 
6 4 2 . 9  1 0  6 2 . 5  
5 3 5 . 7 3 1 8 . 8 
2 1 4 . 3  1 6 . 2  
1 7 . 1  
1 6 . 2  
1 6 . 2  
8 5 7 . 1  6 3 7 . 5  
1 4  1 6  
Angangoi 
No . % 
- -
7 8 7 . 5  
7 8 7 . 5  
1 1 2 . 5  
1 1 2 . 5  
8 
Total 
No . % 
7 1 0 . 9  
4 6 . 3 
1 1 . 6  
1 1 .  6 
2 6 4 0 . 6  
1 1 . 6  
4 0  6 2 . 5  
1 1 .  6 
1 4  2 1 . 9 
1 1 .  6 
1 1 .  6 
3 4 . 7  
1 1 .  6 
1 1 . 6  
1 1 . 6  
1 1 .  6 
2 4  3 7 . 5  
6 4  
N 
O'\ 
\..0 
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dwe l le r s  des cr ibed in Chapter 3 ,  rare ly made a mo ve leading 
to s tep migrat i on . Women moved to a much sma l l er numb e r  o f  
d i f ferent lo cat i on s , p redominantly rural . The survey 
vi l l ages  thems e lves ac count for over 4 0  pe r cent o f  these 
initi a l  move s , wh ich s hows that many women who are returned 
migrants make the ir f i r st move s according to  traditional 
c us tom . Altogether , 5 5  per cent o f  the women made trad i -
t ion al f i rs t  moves . Aga in , Goroka was b y  f a r  t h e  mo st 
important non- rur a l  des t ination . 
Migrants f rom each o f  the v i l lage s have focus s ed on a 
par ticul ar set o f  des t inations , a lthough s ome p lace s , such 
a s  Goroka , have attracted peop le from every vi l lage . Other 
des t inations h ave drawn the maj o r i ty o f  f ir s t  time migrants 
from only one or two vi l lage s ; for examp le , 8 2  per cent 
of a l l  men from the f ive v i ll ag e s  who went to Mount Hagen 
as f i r s t- t ime migr ants are from Emai , and 5 8  pe r cent o f  
a l l  who went t o  Wau/Bulolo 3 6  ar e from Korul . Thi s  occur s 
partly becaus e migrants have o ften moved a s  group s  rather 
than a s  ind ividua l s , and a l so b e cau s e  l ater migrants choo se 
de s t inat ion s o f  which they h ave prev ious knowledge , or  
where friend s  are a l re ady l iving . There i s  no evidenc e 
tha t  people from Burukngaumo and Emai , the two mo s t  
acce s s i b le vil l age s , a re more l ike ly to  make the ir f i rst 
moves to Kun di aw a  than are thos e from further away , and 
thus the abs ence of s tep mi gration mus t be attributed to 
reason s  other than acce s s . 
3 6  Thes e  are two separate towns , bu t becau se S imbu 
r e s po ndent s normal l y  referred to them a s  one c entre , 
they are con s idered a s  such in thi s  ana ly s i s �  
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D i f fe rent in i tial des tinat ions have been important 
-
at d i fferent t ime s . B efore 1 9 5 0  a lmo s t  a l l  ini tial mover s  
remained within the hi ghl ands , al though a f·ew went to 
coastal Madang Prov ince during the war . B e tween 1 9 5 0  and 
1 9 6 0  many made initi a l  move s to d i s tant coastal provinces 
as l abour recruits unde r the H i gh l ands Labour S cheme . 
Centra l , E a s t  New Britain , New I re l and and Madang Province s 
were the main r ural destination s , b ut other recruits went 
to towns s uch a s  Wau/Bulolo and Port More sby . After 
1 9 6 0  s e vera l  rura l des t inations in c oa s ta l  are as rece i ved 
few f i r s t  t ime migrants bec aus e men were n o  l onger 
inte re s te d  in en l i s t ing as l abour recruits . I n s tead they 
moved to rur a l  lo cations in adj acent parts of the E astern 
and Wes te rn H ighlands P rovince s ,  and to h i gh l and towns 
s uc h  a s  Goroka and Mount Hagen . Fo l l owing the recon-
s tructi on o f  the H ighl ands Hi ghway in the l ate 19 6 0 s , many 
youn g  peop l e  made longer initial move s to Lae . 
The c hange in the sp at i al d i st ribution o f  ini ti a l  
de s t ination s  thro ugh t ime ref l e cts a n  important change in 
the whol e  s y stem of migration from rural S imbu . Be fore 
1 9 6 0  very f ew men were ab le to cho o s e  the i r  destinat ions 
when they first l e f t . I n  the pre - 1 9 5 0  period they were 
recrui ted in the v i l lage by gold pros pector s , gove rnment 
o f f i ce r s  and ANGAU o f fi c i als , and taken to work as ca sual 
l abour e r s  in the Mount H agen go ldfi e lds or on the con struction 
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o f  new roads and a i r s trip s in the E as te rn H i ghland s . They 
knew nothing of the se p laces and went part ly to a cqui re 
trade goods  and p ar t ly out o f  cur ios ity , to see  other 
parts o f  the country from a pos i ti on of comparative s afety . 
As T able 4 . 7  s hows , 8 2  per cent o f  the men who fi r st moved 
during thi s  peri od went in this way (work (directed ) ) .  From 
1 9 5 0  onwards , mos t  men le f t  their vil l age s as agreement 
l abour recruit s , and certa in ly in the e ar l i er year s , did 
not choo s e  their s pe c i f ic des tination s . The i r  mot ive s for 
going were s imi l ar to tho s e  of the e ar l i er migrants - they 
wante d  to obtain money and goods , they wer e  curio us , 
e speci a l ly to s e e  the s e a , and , a s  y oung men , they were 
bore d  w i th vi l l a ge l i fe in wh ich they w ie lded no authori ty 
and could n o  longer o ccupy thems elve s  w ith tribal war fa re . 3 7  
B e twe en 1 9 5 0  and 1 9 5 4 , 7 6  per c ent o f  the men made thi s  
type o f  d i re c t e d  move , and i n  the fo l l owing f i ve years the 
proportion was on ly s lightly smal ler at 7 4  per cent 
( Tab le 4 . 7 ) . Aft e r  1 9 6 0 , migrants beg an to move inde-
pendent ly to s e ek non- agreement emp loyment and the se men 
cho s e  the ir own dest inations . Former re s t r i c tion s on the 
movement o f  young h i gh l ander s were r e laxed and youn g  men 
took advantage o f  thi s  to inve s tigate the s tor ies  b rought 
back by the i r  e lders that casual work out s i de the a greement 
l abour system was more remunerative . On ly 4 4 . 2 per cent o f  
al l migrants leav ing i n  the early 1 9 6 0 s wer e  moving under 
dire ction , and dur ing the las t  ten year s  the proportion 
3 7  Brookf i e l d  ( 1 9 6 1 ) , c ited the s e  as main re as on s  for 
leavin g . 
TABLE 4 . 7  
F I R S T MOVE S - REASONS F O R  MOVING - TOTAL POPU LAT I ON 
M i g r a t ion coho r t s  
_;._ 
Be fore 1 9 4 6  1 9 4 6 - 4 9  1 9 5 0 - 5 4  1 9 5 5 .- 5 9  1 9 6 0 - 6 4  
MALE S No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
Wo rk ( D i r e c te d )  4 4  8 9 . 8  7 5 3 . 8  5 3  7 6 . 8  3 2  7 4 . 4  2 4  4 5 . 3  
Work ( Othe r ) 2 4 . 1  4 3 0 . 8  1 2  1 7 . 4  5 1 1 . 6 1 6  3 0 . 2  
E d u c a t i on - - 1 7 . 7  4 5 . 8 6 1 4 . 0  6 1 1 . 3 
Mar r i a g e  1 2 . 0  - - - - - - - -
S tay w i th F r iend - - - - - - - - 3 5 . 7  
Move w i th F r iend - - - - - . .. - - 2 3 . 8  
Enter ta i nmen t - - - - - - - - 1 1 .  9 -
Re s e tt l eme n t  - - - - - - - - 1 1 . 9  
H e a l th - - 1 7 . 7  - - - - - -
La ck o f  Land 2 4 . 1  - - - - - - - -
O th e r ' s  - - - - - - - - - -
I n f o rma t i on 
TOTAL 4 9  1 3  6 9  4 3  5 3  
FEMALE S 
Work ( O the r ) - - - - - - 1 7 . 1  - -
Mar r i a g e  7 1 0 0 . 0  2 6 6 . 7  5 1 0 0 . 0  1 2  8 5 . 7  6 7 5 . 0  
Move w i th F r i e nd/K i n  - - 1 3 3 . 3  - - - - - -
S t ay w i th F r i e nd / K i n  - - - - - - 1 7 . 1  1 1 2 . 5  
Education - - - - - - - - 1 1 2 . 5  
Re s e t t l eme nt - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 7 3 · 5  1 4  8 
S o u r c e : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
1 9 6 5 - 6 9  1 9 7 0 +  
No . % No . % 
6 1 6 . 7  6 1 8 . 8  
1 7  4 7 . 2  1 3  4 0 . 6  
2 5 . 6  1 3 . 1  
- - 1 3 . 1  
4 1 1 . 1  9 2 8 . 2  
2 5 . 6  1 3 . 1  
- - - -
1 2 . 8  - -
- - 1 3 . 1  
- - - -
4 1 1 . 1  - -
3 6  3 2  
1 8 . 3  - -
7 5 8 . 3  6 4 0 . 0  
1 8 . 3  - -
2 1 6 . 7  8 5 3 . 3  
1 8 . 3  - -
- 1 6 . 7  
1 2  1 5  
No . 
1 7 2  
6 9  
2 0  
2 
1 6  
5 
1 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 9 5  
2 
4 5  
2 
1 2  
2 
1 
6 4  
% 
5 8 . 3 
2 3 . 4 
6 . 8  
0 . 7  
5 . 4  
1 .  7 
0 . 3 
0 . 7  
0 . 7  
0 . 7  
1 .  4 
3 . 1  
7 0 . 3  
3 . 1  
1 5 . 6  
3 . 1  
1 .  6 
N 
-...J 
w 
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h a s  dropped to 2 0  per cent . Al l o ther migrants moved 
independently , f in anc ing their j ourney s to adj acent parts 
of the hi gh l an ds part ly from the procee d s  of c of fee . 
Trave l e l s ewhere was too e xpen s ive , and even in the 1 9 7 0 s 
few men moved independently to d i s t ant town s as initial 
migrant s .  The maj ority o f  thes e  non- agreement migrants 
h ave gone to f ind work , but other non-economic r eason s  
h ave inf l uenced them ( Tab le 4 . 7 ) . T he s e  inc lude educ a-
tion . ( al though thi s  has not been h i gh ly s igni fi cant , even 
f . ) 3 8  or the mos t  recent migrants ; going to s tay casua l ly 
with f riends and relative s ; and moving out o f  cur i o s ity 
s timul ated by the s to r i e s  of other s . S o c ia l ly motivated 
movement from thes e  v i l lages has be come more important 
bec ause c heap transport i s  now readi ly ava i lable on the 
H i gh lands H i ghway , and b e c ause rur a l  S imbu now h ave re l a -
t ive s  who are at l ea s t  s emi- permanently re s ident in town s . 
Many o f  the init i a l  migrants o f  the 1 9 7 0 s  have been young 
s choo l l eavers going to s tay f or e xtende d  per iods with 
the i r  o lde r brother s  and s i s ter s . 
Women h ave l e f t  thei r  vil l age s for ve ry di fferent 
reas on s , almo st ent ire ly non-economic ( T ab le 4 . 7 ) . As 
noted e a r l ier , ove r  hal f  f ir s t  le f t  the ir vi l l a ge s  on 
marri age wit h in the tradit i onal sy s tem and , as Table 4 . 7  
show s , a fur ther 2 0  per cent le ft to marry but moved to 
des tinat ions out s ide the tradition a l migra ti on space . 
3 8  Conroy argue s that thi s  i s  b a s i c al ly an e conomic reason 
for moving ( 1 9 7 6 ) . 
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Mos t o ther s  moved to s tay wit h  friends and re l ative s . 
On the who le , women al so have not cho sen the ir init ial 
des t inati on s  free ly . 
Many men and women have moved frequently be fore the ir 
mos t  recent r eturn to the v i l l a ge . On ave r age , men have 
made mor e  than f our moves whi le the mob i l ity for 
women is 2 . 8 ( T ab le 4 . 8 ) . The mos t  mobi le men have been 
tho s e  from Korul , whi le women from Bokan h ave moved mos t  
frequently . The se mob i l i ty l eve l s  are hi gher than those 
obtained in the UHS for urban dwe l l ing S imbu , where the 
men had aver aged 3 . 3 moves and the women 2 . 1  ( T ab le 3 . 5 ) . 
When mob i l ity i s  c ons i dered in r e l at ion to the time spent 
away from the vi l la ge , rural dwe l l ing S imbu h ave s t i l l 
moved mo re f requently than the S imbu interviewed in the 
UHS . Howeve r , l ik e  the UHS re sponden t s , they have been 
more mob i le in r ecent time s . Men who f i r s t  l e ft the vi l lage 
f 19 4 b . 1 . . d 3 9  h . h t f a ter 6 h ave a mo i ity in ex more t an twice t a o 
men who made the i r  f i rs t  move s b e fo re 1 9 5 0 . I n creased 
mob i li ty may be attributed to improvements in  transpo rt 
and in cre a s e d  i n fo rmat ion f low be tween rura l and non- rural 
areas . 
The leve l o f  c ir cular migrat i on o f  the s e  S irnbu 
vi l l ager s i s  e xtreme ly high ( 8 5 . 9 for men and 5 1 . 1 for 
women ) ( Tabl e  4 . 9 ) . S irnbu urban dwe l le r s  interviewed in 
the UHS had an inde x  of only 1 3 . 4 for men and 1 0 . 7 for 
3 9 Mobi l ity index = Mob i l ity ( no .  o f  moves per mover ) 
Average no . o f  y e ar s away 
Move s 
Burukngaumo 1 8 7  
Bomkan 
Korul 
Emai 
Angangoi 
TOTAL 
Mobi l ity = 
2 4 8  
3 5 1  
2 9 4  
2 8 8 
1 3 6 8 
Move s 
Mover s  
TABLE 4 .. 8 
MOB ILITY ( ADULT MIGRANTS ONLY ) 
MALES 
Migrants Mob i l i ty Move s 
4 7  4 . 0  2 9 
5 1  4 . 9  5 7  
6 4  5 . 5  2 1  
6 6  4 . 5  5 5  
6 7  4 .. 3 1 8  
2 9 5  4 . 6  1 8 0  
Source : F ie ld data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
FEMALES 
Migrants 
1 
1 5  
1 4  
1 6  
8 
6 4  
Mob i l i ty 
2 . 6  
3 . 8  
1 . 5  
3 . 4  
2 . 3  
2 . 8  
N 
......j 
O'I 
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women ( Tabl e  3 . 6 ) . Men from Korul have the highe st leve l 
-
o f  c ircular migrat i on , whi l e  tho s e  from Bomkan have made 
fewer c i rcular move s .  Ko rul women have al s o  re turned to 
the v i l lage more frequently . The level o f  c ir cular 
migrat i on var ies wi th t ime ( Tab le 4 . 9 ) . The earl ie st 
mi gration cohort s 4 0  o f  men have cons iderab ly h igher level s 
o f  c ir cular mig ra t i on than those who f i r s t  l e ft home at a 
later per iod , and in  b oth Korul and Ang ango i a l l  the s e  
o lder men h ave c irculated between the vi l l age and other 
de s t in at ions throughout the who l e  of thei r  mi gration 
experie nce . For mi grants f i r s t  l eaving in the 1 9 6 0 s , the 
l eve l o f  c ircular migrat ion is lower than for other cohort s , 
b ut it r i s e s  again for the late s t  mi grants . Many of thi s  
l atter group are young men who s o  far h ave made only one 
return move out o f  the v i l l age , often o f  a s o c i a l  nature . 
They have not yet e s t ab l i shed themse lves a s  member s o f  
the labour force , and h ave not been i n  the s ituation where 
they move between d i fferent type s o f  j ob s . 
F emal e  leve l s  o f  c i r cular migrat ion do not s how the 
s ame pattern of change over time , pr incipa l ly b e c ause 
women move a s  dependents o f  the ir menf o lk ( see  above p .  2 7 5 ) , 
but al s o  becau s e  the number o f  women in the s ample i s  s o  
sma l l .  
P eop le rar e ly s e em to have de f inite reasons for re-
turning to the vi l lage . Men mos t  o ften return be cause they 
4 0  S e e  Chapter 3 for the de f in it ion of a mi grat i on cohort . 
TABLE 4 .. 9 
C IRCULAR M IGRATI ON ! 
Mi gration Be fore 1 9 4 6 - 4 9  1 9 5 0 - 5 4  1 9 5 5 - 5 9  1 9 6 0 - 6 4  1 9 6 5 - 6 9  Cohor t s  1 9 4 6  
MALES 
B ur ukngaumo 8 9  1 0 0  9 1  6 9  7 2  8 7  
Bomkan 9 0  - 8 2  8 1  5 5  7 9  
Kor u l  1 0 0  1 0 0  8 9  1 0 0  9 3  7 8  
Emai 9 7  8 4  8 0  9 4  8 6  7 0  
Angangoi 1 0 0  1 0 0  9 3  9 3  8 1  7 9  
TOTAL 9 6  9 6  8 6  8 9  7 8  7 9  
FEMALE S 
B ur ukngaumo 2 2  1 0 0 5 0  4 2  3 6  4 8 
Bomkan 7 5  6 7  - 7 5  4 0  7 1  
Kor u l  5 7  - - 6 0  6 7  8 0  
Ema i 8 0  5 0  6 7  4 7 1 0 0 3 6  
Angangoi - 1 0 0  6 0  6 7  5 0  -
TOTAL 4 4  6 7  3 0  4 9  4 8  5 3  
S ou r ce : F i e l d  data , Youn g , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
1 C i r c u l ar Migration I ndex = No . o f  Re turn Move s To Vi l lage x 2 x 1 0 0  Tot a l  Move s 
After 1 9 7 0  TOTAL 
9 0  8 3  
9 0  7 5  
9 1  9 1  
8 8  8 7  
7 2  8 8  
8 5  8 6  
6 7  4 3  
8 9  5 3  
9 1  6 2  
5 7  4 9  
6 7  4 9  
7 3  5 1  
Numbe r in 
S ampl e  
4 7  
5 1  
6 4  
6 6  
6 7  
2 9 5  
1 1  
1 5  
1 4  
1 6  
8 
6 4  
l:'V 
-.] 
ex:> 
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h ave comp l e ted the i r  work c ontracts , o r  bec aus e they are 
t ired of working regul ar hour s and hanker after the 
vi l l ag e  s o c i a l  l i f e  in whi ch contact between c l o s e  k in 
p lay s s uch an important part . Other re ason s  are di sagre e ­
ments , e ither w i t h  thei r  employers or with other peop le 
in town ; s icknes s , either o f  the respon dent o r  o f  c lo s e  
k i n  i n  the vi l l age ; and entertainment , whi ch , bec ause o f  
the pi g -k i l l  w as a prominent reason for the mos t  recent 
returns made by many men from B omkan . The lack o f  de fin ite 
arti culated reasons imp l i e s  that these vi l l agers sti l l  
feel that they are r ura l -b a s ed , and whenever urban l i fe 
becomes tedi ous they a re free to f a l l  bac k  on the vi l lage . 
They are not dependent on wage earn ing . Th i s  is  one a spect 
o f migrat ion whi c h  w i l l  inevitab ly under go a r adi cal change 
when lack o f  land in the vi l lage s force s  migran ts to g ive 
up the i r  land r igh ts . 
The average migrants move more than twi ce , and thus 
many l ater leave the vi l l age after r eturn ing from the i r  
f i r s t  trip . The d e s t inat ion s  to whi ch they s ub sequent ly 
go are very s imi l ar to thos e to whi ch they move ini tia l ly , 
b ut whi le s ome s peci f ic lo cat i on s  become mor e  important , 
othe r s  dec l ine . Thus Por t  More s by , whi ch i s  on ly the thi rd 
ranking des t ination for a ll first time migrants ( T able 4 . 6 ) , 
i s  the mos t  important s ingle de stinatio n  in sub sequent 
move s ( Tab le 4 . 10 ) , whi l e  i s l and provinces  s uch as New 
Ire land and E a s t New B r i t ain , wh i ch are impo rtant f ir s t  
des t inat i ons , are ins i gn i f i c ant . Th is  change reflects 
TABLE 4 . 1 0 
S UBSEQUENT M I G RANT DES T I NAT I ONS ( E XCLUDING RETURNS TO V ILLAGE ) 
Vi l l ag e  Burukngaumo Bornkan Korul Emai Angangoi Total Burukngaumo Bornkan Korul Emai 
Location 
MALES FEMALES 
% % % % % No . % % % % % 
Centr a l  Province 5 . 3  4 . 7  5 . 6  2 0 . 2  1 4 . 0  4 7  9 . 9  - 3 . 3  - -
Milne Bay - - - 2 . 1  - 2 0 . 4  - - - -
North e rn - 0 . 8  - - l 0 . 2  - - - -
s H i gh l ands 3 . 5  0 . 9  1 . 6  - 1 . 1  6 1 .  3 - - 2 0 . 0  
W H i g h l ands - 1 .  9 0 . 8  5 . 3  7 . 5  1 5  3 . 2  - 3 . 3  - -
S imbu 1 2 . 3  1 5 . 1  6 . 4  3 . 2  - 3 4  7 . 2  3 8 . 7  2 3 . 3 6 0 . 0  15 . 0  
E H i g h l ands - 7 . 5  4 . 0  4 . 3  - 1 7  3 . 6  3 . 2  3 . 3  5 . 0  1 5 . 0  
Mo robe - - 1 .  6 - - 2 0 . 4  - -
Madang 1 2 . 3  1 7 . 9  3 . 2  2 . 1  1 . 1  3 3  6 . 9  3 . 2  1 6 . 7  - -
We s t  Sepik - - - - - - - - 3 . 3  - -
New I re l and - - 4 . 8  4 . 3  - 10 2 . 1  - - - -
W New Britain . - - - - 2 . 2  2 0 . 4  - - - -
E New Britain 1 .  8 - 7 . 2  1 . 1  5 . 4  1 6  3 . 4  - - - -
N So lomons 1 .  8 0 . 9  2 . 4  2 . 1  2 . 2  9 1 .  9 - - - -
Eng a - 1 .  9 - - - 2 0 . 4  - - - -
TOTAL RURAL 3 6 . 8  5 0 . 9  3 8 . 4  4 4 . 7  3 3 . 3  1 9 6  4 1 .  3 4 5 . 2  5 3 . 3  6 5 . 0  5 0 . 0  
Port More sby 1 5 . 8  7 . 5  1 8 . 4  8 . 5  1 4 . 0  6 1  1 2 . 8  3 . 2  3 . 3  1 0 . 0  5 . 0  
Lae 5 . 3  5 . 7  8 . 8  8 . 5  - 2 8  5 . 9  3 . 2  - 5 . 0  1 0 . 0  
Raba u l  - 1 . 9  2 . 4  2 . 1  1 . 1  8 1 .  7 3 . 2  - - -
Madang Town 5 . 3  6 . 6  2 . 4  3 . 2  4 . 3  2 0  4 . 2  3 . 2  6 . 7  - -
Wewak 1. 8 3 . 8  0 . 8  2 . 1  - 8 1 .  7 3 . 2  - - -
Mt Hagen 8 . 8  2 . 8  1 .  6 9 . 6  6 . 5  2 5  5 . 3  9 . 7  3 . 3  5 . 0  5 . 0  
Goroka 8 . 8  8 . 5  1 . 6  9 . 6  8 . 6  3 3  6 . 9  - 1 3 . 3  1 5 . 0  1 5 . 0  
Arawa/Panguna/ - 0 . 9  1 .  6 - 1 0 . 8  1 3  2 . 7  - - - -K i e  ta 
Daru - - 0 . 8  - 1 . 1  2 0 . 4  - - - -
Poponde tta - 0 . 9  1 .  6 - 1 . 1  4 0 . 8  - - - -
Wau/Bulolo - 2 . 8  1 8 . 4  3 . 2  3 . 2  3 2  6 . 7  - - - -
Kavieng - - 0 . 8  1 . 1  - 2 0 . 4  - - - -
Kundiawa 8 . 8  4 . 7  0 . 8  1 . 1  4 . 3  1 6  3 . 4  3 . 2  3 . 3  - 1 0 . 0  
Men di 1. 8 - 0 . 8 - 1 . 1  3 0 . 6  6 . 5  3 . 3  - 5 . 0  
Kainantu 3 . 5  - - - - 2 0 . 4  6 . 5  3 . 3  - -
Ke rema - - - 1 . 1  - l 0 . 2  - - - -
Minj 3 . 5  - - 1 . 1  - 3 0 . 6  9 . 7  - - -
Banz - - 0 . 8  1 . 1  2 . 2  4 0 . 8  3 . 2  - - -
Wabag - 0 . 9  - - - l 0 . 2  - - - -
Ambunti - 0 . 9  - - - 1 0 . 2  - - -
F i n s chhafen - 0 . 9  - 1 . 1  1 . 1  3 0 . 6  - - - -
Yonki - - - 1 . 1  2 . 2  3 0 . 6  - - - -
Mapr ik - - - 1 . 1  - 1 0 . 2  - - - -
Kerowagi Town - - - - 5 . 4  5 1 . 1  - 1 0 . 0  - -
TOTAL URBAN 6 3 . 2  4 9 . 1  6 1 .  6 5 5 . 3  6 6 . 7  2 7 9  5 8 . 7  5 4 . 8  4 6 . 7  3 5 . 0  5 0 . 0  
TOTAL No . o f  5 7  Moves 1 0 6  1 2 5  9 4  9 3  4 7 5  
3 1  30 20 20 
S o urce : Fie l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
Angangoi 
% 
-
-
-
-
3 5 . 3  
2 9 . 4  
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
6 4 . 7  
-
-
-
-
-
5 . 9  
2 3 . 5  
-
-
-
-
-
5 . 9  
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
3 5 . 3  
1 7  
Tota l  
No . % 
l 0 . 8  
- -
- -
4 3 . 4  
7 5 . 9  
3 9  3 3 . 1  
6 5 . 1  
- -
6 5 . 1  
1 0 . 8  
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
6 4  5 4 . 2  
5 4 . 2  
4 3 . 4  
l 0 . 8  
3 2 . 5  
l 0 . 8  
7 5 . 9  
1 4  1 1 . 9 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
5 4 . 2  
4 3 . 4  
3 2 . 5  
- -
3 2 . 5  
l 0 . 8  
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
3 2 . 5  
5 4  4 5 . 8  
1 1 8  
N 
co 
0 
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di f ferent j ob pre ferences and the change from agreement to 
non- agreement migration . Urban de s t ination s in gene ra l are 
more important subs equent locat ion s for both men and 
women than they were i n it i a l ly , al though the men from 
B orok.an sti l l  move l arge ly to rura l  locati on s . 
Migr ants f rom each v i l l age s t i l l  fo cus on only a few 
p l a ce s . For examp le , Port More sby is  e s pe c i a l ly important 
for men from Burukngaumo , Korul and Angango i ;  Madang 
Provin ce i s  a main des tin at i on for Bomkan men ; and a l ar ge 
number o f  moves are made by Emai men to Centra l  Province . 
The s e  p l aces  are p rominent be caus e  s ome people make repeated 
moves between the vi l l age and the s ame des t inat ion , and 
a l s o  bec au s e  other s cho o s e  to go to des tin a t i on s  of whi ch 
they have previous ly heard . One e xamp l e  b£ the development 
of a chain migrat ion l ink of thi s  type i s  the movement of 
Korul men to Wau/B ulolo . Over 1 7  pe r cen t  o f  the ini t i a l  
migran t s  from K o r u l  went t o  thi s  centre ; thi s  locati on 
r anks equal f i r s t  with P ort More sby , as  a s ub sequent des­
t inati on . I n  the late 19 5 0 s  a number o f  men from the 
vi l l age were s ent ther e  as agreement l abour recruits to 
work e ither in fore s try or on the gol df ie lds . During the 
next few years some o f  thes e  men returned for second and 
third contracts ,  e ach t ime taking new r ecruits  from younger 
age group s with them . After 1 9 6 5  Wau/Bulo lo be gan to 
rece ive a few non- agre emen t  Korul mi gr ants who found j ob s  
w ith people o r  f irms whom they already knew . B y  late 1 9 7 4  
thre e  Korul p eop le were l iving in the town , and the ir homes 
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were being u s ed as s taging points by other Korul migrants 
4 1  en rout e  to Po rt Moresby . The migrat i on h i stor ie s o f  
people from e ach vi l la ge p rovide fur ther e xamp l e s  o f  how 
s uch l inks we re formed , but not a l l  have survived for a s  
lon g  a s  the above examp l e . A former l ink between 
Burukngaumo and K ainantu has now a lmos t  di s appeare d , 
although i t  was important in the late 1 9 6 0 s , while that 
between Angangoi and Arawa/Panguna/Kieta ( se e  be low , p .  3 1 0 ) 
has de c l ined a s  many o f  the men have returned to the 
vi l l age . The stab i l ity o f  the se individual v i l lage migra-
tion s t reams goes a long way towards exp l a in ing the overal l  
s tabi l i ty o f  macro-movements s uch a s  a r e  shown by the 
census data ( s ee Chapter 2 )  . When ini t i a l  and s ubs equent 
de st inat ions are compared by r ank order , the correl at ion 
coe f f ic ients are 0 . 7 1 for men , and 0 . 5 2 for women , s igni fi-
d 1 1 . 1 4 2  c ant a t  the 0 . 1 per cent an 5 per cen t  e ve s respect ive y .  
Thi s  s ugge s t s  s trong chain migration , b as ed on the f i r s t 
movement s  from the vi ll age . The re lat ionship i s  weaker 
for women becaus e over hal f  make the i r  f i r s t  move s with in 
the rur a l  vil l a ge sector in S imbu ,  accordin g to the tradi-
tional mi gr at ion s y s tem ( se e  above , p .  2 7 4 ) ,  and only l ater 
move to the towns w it h  the i r  hus b ands . 
4 1  At that t ime thi s  was the least expen s ive air  route to 
the cap i ta l : now , 1 9 7 7 , th i s  i s  no l on ge r  the c a s e . 
H ar ri s  ( 1 9 7 2 : 1 3 1 )  mentions that cha in mi gration o ften 
deve lops through repeated l abour migration from 
Southern H ighlands v i l lages . I found s e ve ral examp l e s  
o f  s imilar chain moveme nts from Kainan tu v i l l ages 
( 1 9 7 3b : 9 2 - 9 3 ) . 
4 2  N = 3 9  and 1 9 . Thi s tes t  cannot be app lied s eparately 
for e ach vi l lage b ecaus e  the number of obs ervations i s  
too sma l l . 
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Desp ite the over a l l  s tab il ity o f  the des t inat ions to 
-
which the se S imbu vil la ge rs have gone , and the evidence 
for the operation of chain mi gration , the ac tual des tina-
t ion s have changed ove r time . Before 1 9 5 0  hardly anyone 
had moved outs ide the highlands ( F ig . 4 . 4 ) , and mos t  moves 
were to p atro l po s t s  whi ch l ater became the hi ghland towns . 
Dur ing the 1 9 5 0 s  far more moves we re to d i s t ant coa s ta l  
dest inations , mos tly i n  the rural non- vil la ge s e ctor . 
P ort More s by , Lae and Madang al s o  attracted migrants .  
After 1 9 6 0 , peop l e  moved even fur ther a fi e l d , and mi gration 
incre a s e d  in vo lume . Port Moresby and Lae were even more 
s igni fi c an t , but rural non-v i l lage des tinations in co astal 
p rovin c es , mainly p l antat ion� , dec lined in imp ortance .  In 
c ontra s t ,  r ur a l  vil l age and rural non-v i l l age locat ion s  in 
the E a s te rn and Wes tern H i ghl ands , whe re c o f fee and t ea 
p lantati on s  nee d  l arge s upp l i es of casual l abour during 
the harve s t , b ec ame mor e  s ign i f i cant . 
The s e  changes in the spat ia l  d i s trib ut ion o f  mi grant 
des t inati on s  re f l e c t  changes in the type o f  migrat ion . As 
we s aw e ar l ie r , b e fo r e  1 9 6 0  few S imbu men made the i r  first 
moves from the vi l lage as non- agreement migran t s  ( Table 4 . 7 ) , 
but dur in g the l a s t  1 5  y e ar s thi s  type o f  movement has 
become increas ingly important . S imi l ar c h ange s  h ave t aken 
p l ace in the l a te r  s ta ge s  of migration his tor i e s . For 
the three e a r l i e s t  migrati on coho rts , d i re cted work move-
ment rema ined the s in g le mos t  importan t  c a tegory ( Table 
4 . 1 1 ) . However for thos e who l e ft b e fore 1 9 4 6  and tho s e  
who became migrants in  the early 1 9 5 0 s , thi s  c a tegory was 
F i g . 4 .  4 
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Des tina t i ons for Sirnbu Vi l lage Re s ident s 
( Ye ar of Move to Loca tion ) 
Before 1 950 
1 95 0 - 1 959 
1 960 and after 
300km 
Number of times resident 
• • •  1 6 10 
8 Urban 
@ Rural 
TABLE 4 . 1 1 
S UBSEQUENT MOVES ( EXCLUD ING RETURNS TO VILLAGE ) - REASONS FOR MOVING 
Migra tion cohort s 
Before 1 9 4 6  1 9 4 6 - 4 9  1 9 5 0 - 5 4  1 9 5 5 - 5 9  1 9 6 0 - 6 4  1 9 6 5 - 6 9  
MALES No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
Work Dire c te d  3 5  7 2 . 9  1 4  6 6 . 7  4 9  3 7 . 4  1 7  2 2 . 4  1 5  1 2 . 2  2 3 . 2  
Work ( Othe r ) 7 1 4 . 6  4 1 9 . 0  3 1  2 3 . 7  2 7  3 5 . 5  3 2  2 6 . 0  2 1  3 3 . 9  
Work ( Tr a n s fe r )  2 4 . 2  1 4 . 8  2 3  1 7 . 6  8 1 0 . 5  2 8  2 2 . 8  9 1 4 . 5  
Edu c a tion 1 2 . 1  1 4 . 8  4 3 . 1  2 2 . 6  3 2 . 4  2 3 . 2  
Marriage · - - - - 1 0 . 8  - - - - 2 3 . 2  
S ta y  w i th Fr iend/K in 2 4 . 2  - - 1 2  9 . 2  1 3 1 7 . 1  1 7  1 3 . 8  1 0  1 6 . 1  
Move " .. - - - - 2 1 . 5  4 5 . 3  2 1 . 6  2 3 . 2  
Ente r t a i nment 1 2 . 1  - - - - - - 4 3 . 3  1 1 . 6  
No Land - - - - 1 0 . 8  - - - - - -
H e a l th - - 1 4 . 8  2 1 . 5  - - 1 0 . 8  - -
O ther ' s  S torie s - - - - 3 2 . 3  4 5 . 3  1 0  8 . 1  7 1 1 . 3  
Contr a ct/Job Finish - - - - 3 2 . 3  1 1 .  3 5 4 . 0  3 4 . 8  
O th e r  S o c i a l  - - - - - - - - 6 4 . 9  3 4 . 8  
TOTAL 4 8  - 2 1  - 1 3 1  - 7 6  - 1 2 3 - 6 2  -
FEMALES 
Work ( O ther ) - - - - 1 2 0 . 0  - - 1 3 . 4  - -
Edu c ation - - - - - - - - 1 3 . 4  1 3 . 8  
Marri a ge - - - - - - 4 1 1 . 4  2 6 . 9 3 1 1 . 5  
S tay w i th Friend/Kin 5 7 1 . 5  2 6 6 . 7  1 2 0 . 0  1 2  3 4 . 2  9 3 1 . 0 4 1 5 . 3  
Move n II - - 1 3 3 . 3  8 8 0 . 0  1 7  4 8 . 6  1 3  4 4 . 8  1 3  5 0 . 0  
Ente rta inment 1 1 4 . 3  - - - - - - - - 2 1 7 . 7  
Re settlemen t  1 1 4 . 3  - - - - 1 2 . 9  - - - -
Divorce - - - - - - - - 2 6 . 9  2 7 . 7  
Job Finish - - - - - - 1 2 . 9  1 3 . 4  - -
TOTAL 7 - 3 - 1 0  - 3 5  - 2 9  - 2 5  -
S o urce : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
1 9 7 0 + 
No . % 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
5 3 5 . 7  
2 1 4 . 3  
- -
- -
- -
4 2 8 . 6  
1 7 . 1  
2 1 4 . 2  
1 4  -
- -
- -
- -
5 5 5 . 5  
2 2 2 . 2  
- -
- -
2 2 2 . 2  
- -
9 -
No . 
1 3 2  
1 2 2  
7 1  
1 3  
3 
5 9  
1 2  
6 
1 
4 
2 8  
1 3  
1 1  
4 7 5  
2 
2 
9 
3 8  
5 4  
3 
2 
6 
2 
1 1 8  
% 
2 7 . 8  
2 5 . 7  
1 4 . 9  
2 . 7  
0 6 
1 2 . 4  
2 . 5  
1 . 3  
0 . 2  
0 . 8  
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2 . 7  
2 . 3  
-
1 .  7 
1 .  7 
7 . 6  
3 2 . 2  
4 5 . 8  
2 . 5  
1 .  7 
5 . 1  
1 .  7 
-
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much l e s s  import ant than i t  was init i a l ly , wh ich s hows 
that s ome men moved independently a s  they b e c ame more 
e xper i enced as migrants . The s ame proce s s  o f  change occurs 
wi thin every other cohort , except that spanning the 1 9 4 6  
to 1 9 4 9  per io d .  Many o f  this coho rt had a lready moved 
independent ly b e fo r e  becoming agre ement l ab oure r s  in the 
1 9 5 0 s . A lthough d irected l abour moves are no t import ant 
for exper ienced migrants b e longing to l at e r  cohorts ,  some 
men obt ained j ob s  which r e sul ted in them being trans f erred 
between de s t in at ions by thei r  emp loyer s . P o l i c emen and 
medica l o rder l i es are in  thi s pos iti on , but dome s t i c  
s er vant s  and s torekeepers a l s o  are o ften tran s f erred , 
frequent ly with or by the ir employers .  Trans fer s  account 
for ove r  ten per c ent of the l ater moves made by the four 
cohorts spanni n g  the 1 9 5 0  to 1 9 6 9  period ( T ab le 4 . 1 1 ) , and 
are e s s enti al ly another type o f  directed move . At the s ame 
t ime , members o f  the s e  coho rts , and a ls o  the lates t  migrants ,  
made an inc rea s in g  number o f  s oc ial move s , e spec i a l ly to 
v i s i t  fr iends and r e l at ives . Dur ing the l a st ten year s , 
some migrants have chos en thei r  des t inations bec ause o f  the 
informat ion they have re ceived from othe rs . 
Women have had d i f fe r en t  motive s  for mov ing as they 
bec ame more e xpe r i enced . Marri age , whi ch a ccount s for over 
7 0  per cent o f  thei r  f ir s t  move s , i s  s ub s equent ly ins i gn i-
fic ant . I n s tead women go to pay l ong vis i t s  to friends and 
re l at ive s , or move be cause the i r  husbands are a l s o  moving .  
Thi s l atter reason accounts for almo s t  ha l f  o f  the ir 
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movement s ,  and clearly shows that they are dependent 
-
migrants .  Women have rare ly ente red the workforce . 
Altogether , the returned male mi grants in the s urvey 
vil l ages s how a s trong de gree o f  e conomic moti vation in 
their movements . Ove r  8 0  per c ent s aid that t hey in it i a l ly 
l e f t  for economic reasons , and over 6 0  per cent o f  their 
l ater move s were e conomica l ly mot ivat ed . They were wage-
e arner s  for over 8 0  p e r  c ent of the i r  per iods of absence 
from the vi l l a ge ( T ab le 4 . 12 ) , and on s ome o c c a s ions had 
obtaine d j ob s  when they o sten s ibly moved to vi s it the ir 
relat i ve s . P l antation l abo ur , both under agreement and 
casua l  emp loyment , account s for over 3 0  per cent o f  the 
j ob s  he ld , and a furth er 3 3  per cent are uns k i l le d . Very 
few men have been in profe s s i onal or c l er ic a l  po s itions . 
Unski l l e d  work ( in c luding p l antation l abour ) accounts for 
a h i gher propo rtion of the j ob s  hel d  by men from Korul and 
Angango i , than o f  thos e  h eld by men from Burukngaurno , and 
B omkan . This  i s  obvious ly related to the higher leve ls  o f  
e ducation o f  migr ants from the l atte r  v i l lage s ( T abl e 4 . 1 ) . 
In a l l  vi l la ge s , uns k i l led emp loyment has been le s s  
dominant in l ater years , a s  younger migrant s  have better 
e ducati on a l  qua l i f i cation s  than their e lder s , and some 
o lder experienced migr ant s h ave acquired s k i l l s  which 
rai s e  thei r  emp loyment s ta tus . 
The prec e ding analys is  i s  based on prime mot ive s  a s  
perceive d  b y  e a ch res p ondent a fter h i s  return t o  the vil lage . 
I n  rea l ity the dec i s ion to move from the vi l l age i s  made 
TABLE 4 . 1 2 
OCC UPATION S  OF M I GRANTS ( ON EACH AB S ENCE , EXCLUD I N G  S TAYS IN VI LLAGE ) 
MALES Pro fe s s ional C l e r i c a l  M i s s ion P o l i ce/Army 
S k i l le d  Un s k i l l e d  P l antat ion 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
B urukngaumo - - 2 1 . 9  4 3 . 8  9 8 . 7  1 0  9 . 6  2 4  2 3 . 1  3 1  2 9 . 8  
Bomkan 1 2  7 . 5  2 1 .  3 1 0  6 . 3  8 5 . 0  1 7  1 0 . 6  2 8  1 7 . 5  3 9  2 4 . 4  
Korul - - - - 1 0 . 5  - - 1 8  9 . 6  7 8  4 1 . 7 6 3  3 3 . 7  
Ema i 1 0 .. 6 - - - - 1 8  1 1 . 1  1 1  6 . 8  5 8  3 5 . 8  5 3  3 2 . 7  
Angangoi - - - - 1 0 . 6  2 1 .  3 9 5 . 6  6 9  4 3 . 1  5 3  3 3 . l  
TOTAL 1 3  1 .  7 4 0 . 5  1 6  2 . 1  3 7  4 . 8  6 5  8 . 4  2 5 7  3 3 . 2  2 3 9 3 0 . 9  
F EMALE S 
B ur ukngaumo 
Bomkan 5 1 1 . 6  - -
Korul 1 3 . 7  - -
Emai 2 7 . 1  1 3 . 6  
Ang ango i - - - -
TOTAL 8 5 . 4  1 0 . 7  
Source : F i e ld data , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
S tude nt 
No . % 
1 0  9 . 6  
1 5  9 . 4  
- -
6 3 . 7  
. 5  3 . 1  
3 6  4 . 7  
1 3 . 4  
- -
- -
1 3 . 6  
- -
2 1 . 4  
Unemployed 
No . % 
1 4  1 3 . 5  
2 9  1 8 . 1  
2 7  1 4 . 4  
1 5  9 . 3  
2 1  1 3 . 1  
1 0 6 1 3 . 7  
2 8  9 6 . 6  
3 8  8 8 . 4  
2 6  9 6 . 3  
2 4  8 5 . 7  
2 0  1 0 0 . 0  
1 3 6  9 2 . 5  
I\.) 
OJ 
OJ 
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for a number o f  reason s , some o f  wh i ch may have exi sted 
for a long t ime , and others wh ich have only re cently 
a f fe cted the poten tia l migrant . For examp l e , my pres ence 
( and that of my vehic l e ) , on at lea s t  two occas ions stimu-
lated movements wh ich had been contemplated for several 
months . When peop l e  s tate thei r  moti ve s  in retrospect , 
they only remember the more obvious one s , o f  whi ch the 
des ire to make money mus t be a good examp le . In the case 
o f  S imbu vi l l ager s we c an accept that the e conomi c motive 
is s tr ong , but the above evidence , by i t s  very nature , 
must unde r- e st imate le s s  obvious s oc ia l  and environment a l  
reason s . 
Kundi awa ' s  Role in the Migration P ro c e s s 
An import an t  feat ure of the spat i al d i s tr ibution o f  
the p as t  migration experience s  o f  the se S imbu vi l lagers i s  
that Kund iaw a  i s  ins ign i f ic ant a s  a mi gr ant de stination . 
Although thi s  s ugge s t s  that i t  has a very minor ro l e  as a 
s taging point in  migration from S imbu v i l l a ge s , and hence 
tha t  the r e  i s  no marked sys tem of s tep migration f rom rural 
S imbu , i t  doe s  no t reve a l  whether Kundiawa has an important 
fun ct i on as a s ervi ce c entre for rura l areas . I n  thi s  
capa city , i t  may indirect ly s t imul ate mi grati on be cause i t  
. . 1 f 1 . 1 . . 4 3  t t i s  a meet ing p a c e  or peop e p ayin g  c a s ua vi s it s  o own . 
4 3  C a s ua l  mob i l i ty was mea s ured by c o l l e cting information o n  
t h e  mos t  recent vi s its  ( not invo lving change o f  res idenc e ) 
whi ch people had made to town . The s ame que stions were 
a sked about v i s its to Goroka , Mount Hagen , Ban z , Min j  and 
Lae , in o rder to comp are the i r  re l at ive attr act ivene s s  
w i th that o f  Kundiawa . 
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A lmo s t  a l l  the men in a l l  f ive vi l lage s  have at some 
-
time v i s i ted Kundi awa ( Table 4 . 1 3 ) . Mos t  o f  those from 
Burukngaumo and Emai h ad been to town in the ye ar preceding 
the s urvey , and many had made multip le vi s it s . Men from 
Bomkan had al so been recent ly to town , princ ipa l ly becaus e 
the i r  on ly tran sport l ink leads to the centre . In contrast ,  
l e s s  than h a l f  the men f rom Korul had been to Kundi awa 
within the l a s t  ye ar . Mos t  women from Burukngaumo , Emai 
and Bomkan had vi s i ted the town , although in ' general les s  
recent ly than the men , but a large numbe r  o f  women from 
both Korul and Angangoi had neve r seen Kundi awa . Many of 
those f rom Korul have never vi s i ted any town , although a 
few have been e a s tward s  to Goroka w i thout going to Kundiawa . 
S imi lar ly , a s igni f ic ant nurr�er of women from Ang ango i 
have been to Minj and B an z  but never to Kundi awa . The s e  
two v i l l age s l ie part i a lly o ut s i de the s e rvi ce hinter land 
o f  Kundi awa . 
Few peop le s ay that the i r  mos t  recen t  vi s its  to Kundi awa 
were to f i nd work ( Table 4 . 1 3 ) . Thi s adds further s upport 
to the previous s ugges tion ( see above , p . 1 8 1 ) that smal l 
provinc i a l  towns do not attract j ob- s eeker s  from ne arby 
because the se people are alre ady we l l  aware o f  the l imited 
oppo rtuniti e s  avai lable . Men f rom Burukngaumo and Emai went 
to town to tran s act bus ine s s  of various typ e s , to meet the i r  
f riends and drink bee r , and t o  wander round the town for 
no spe c i f i c  purpo s e . Thos e  from the other three vi l l ages 
do  not make s o  much use of Kundi awa ' s  admi n i strative 
TABLE 4 . 1 3 
REASONS F OR VI S I T ING K UNDIAWA % OF ALL MOVE S ) l 
MALE S 
Burukn- Bomkan Koru l gaurno 
Work - 4 . 2  1 6 . 3  
Agreement - - -
Bus ine s s  3 9  .. 7 1 8 . 3  1 8 . 6  
Marke t 2 .. 2 - 2 .  3 
Ente rtainment 1 1 . 1  2 . 8  5 . 8  
Vi s it Friends 9 . 5 1 8 . 3  1 5 . 1  
Mee t  F riends 1 .  6 1 . 4  1 .  2 
Accompany F r iends 1 . 6  - 2 . 3  
Look Round 2 0 . 6  1 5 . 5  2 4  .. 4 
P a s s  Through 4 . 8 3 5 . 2  8 .. 1 
Ho s p i ta l  3 . 2  1 . 4 3 . 5  
Educ a tion - - -
P o l i ce 4 .. 8 2 . 8  2 . 3  
No  .. o f  Vi s i to r s  6 3  7 1  8 6  
No . o f  V i s i to r s /  1 0 0 1 0 0  8 8 . 7  Tot a l  Re spondents % 
A = Burukngaurno 
B = Bomkan 
C = Korul 
D = Emai 
E = Angango i 
Sour ce : F i e ld data , Youn g , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5  .. 
1 S e e  p .. 2 9 2  for de s cr iption o f  r e ason s 
Emai An gangoi A 
7 .. 9 8 .. 8 -
- 1 .  2 -
3 9  .. 3 1 0  .. 0 2 7 . 2  
6 " 7 5 . 0  2 9 . 6  
7 .. 9 6 . 3  -
2 . 2  1 3  .. 7 9 . 9  
1 . 1  3 .. 8 4 . 9  
3 . 4  5 .. 0 -
1 8 . 0  2 2 . 5  9 . 9  
4 . 5  1 5  .. 0 6 . 2 
2 . 2  3 . 7 1 2 . 3  
- - 1 . 2  
6 . 7  5 .. 0 -
8 9  8 0 8 1 
9 8  .. 9 8 7  .. 9 1 0 0  
FEMALES 
B c 
- 1 .. 5 
- -
2 2 . 4  9 .. 2 
2 . 0  1 . 5  
- 6 .. 2 
1 2 . 2  2 0 . 0  
- 3 .. 1 
2 . 0  1 .  5 
1 0  .. 2 ·  2 4  .. 6 
3 2 . 7  1 0 . 8  
1 6  .. 3 1 3  .. 8 
- -
2 . 0  7 . 7 
4 9  6 5  
1 0 0  I 5 7 . 5 
D 
-
-
2 1  .. 0 
3 0 . 9  
-
1 2  .. 3 
-
1 2  .. 3 
1 3 . 6  
2 .. 5 
6 .. 2 
-
1 .  2 
8 1  
I 8 8 . 8  I 
E 
-
-
-
1 0 . 9  
2 .. 2 
1 7  .. 4 
4 . 3  
6 .. 5 
1 3 . 0  
1 9 . 6  
2 3 "  9 
-
2 . 2  
4 6  
6 8 .  6 
N 
l.O 
f-' 
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REASONS FOR VI S IT ING TOWN 
1 .  Work - look for work , carry c argo , a s s i s t  in 
s e tting up government s tat ion , emp loyed 
as wage earner . 
2 .  Contract - go a s  a greement labourer . 
3 .  Bus ine s s  - go to bank , to trade store s , to buy 
cargo for trade s tore ; employe r s  
bus ine s s ; bus ine s s conne c ted wi th 
admini stration ; o ther bus ine s s . 
4 .  Market - take goods to s el l , or buy goods . 
5 .  Enterta inment - go to show/ f e stiva l / s port ; play 
c ard s ; drink beer . 
6 .  Vi s it fami ly/f riends - s o c i a l  v i s i t  to c ontacts 
r e s ident in town ; take goods to re la tive . 
7 .  Mee t  f amily/ fr iend s  - mee t  contact s  not resident in 
town . 
8 .  Accomp any fr iends - no s e t  per s onal reas on , merely 
going to town becau s e  the opportun i ty 
o cc ur s . 
9 .  Look round - no s e t  purpo s e , merely l ooking round ; 
go to s e e  the s e a ; go to watch the p lanes . 
1 0 . P as s ing thr ou gh - s top and wander round town whi le 
en route e l s ewhere . 
1 1 . Po l i ce - court bus ine s s ;  go to j a i l . 
1 2 . Ho s p i ta l  - go to ho s p i tal a s  patient/vi s i tor ; s tay 
in  hos p i ta l  with fri end . 
1 3 . Educa tion - go to school/col lege . 
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function s , be c au s e  the s ame type s of s e rvices are avai l ab le 
-
in the i r  own d i s tr i ct he adquarte r s . They c ome spe ci f i cally 
to vi s i t  friends living in the town , to wande r  ro und , and , 
in the c a s e  o f  Bomk an people , to catch tran sport to another 
larger centre . Women from al l vi l l age s c ome to town p ri -
mar i ly for s o c i a l  reas ons but those f rom B urukngaumo and 
Emai a l s o  s e l l  at the market . They do not do thi s  regularly 
because they l ive beyond e a sy walking d i s tance , and they 
have other smal le r  markets c l o se r  to the i r  vi l lages ( see 
above , p .  2 4 7 ) ,, 
S oc ia l  vis i t s  to Kundiawa , whi ch account for a h i gh 
proportion o f  vi s its  by both men and women ( Tabl e  4 . 1 3 ) , 
focus on the hou s e ho ld s  o f  absentee members o f  the community . 
At l e a s t  one abs entee from e ach vi l l age l ive s in Kundiawa , 
and thei r  hous e s  are extens ive ly used by rura l  dwe l l ing k in . 
For examp l e , a young couple from Bomkan , who have a house 
al located by the i r  emp loyer , entertain a steady stream o f  
vis itors attending mee t ings o r  doing bus ine s s  i n  town , or 
s t aying for a few day s  whi le en route to s omewhere e l s e . 
Thi s  househol d  acts as  an important information centre both 
for and about Bomkan peopl e . I t  i s  e ff e ct i ve in thi s  role 
because the fami ly is we l l  e stabli s hed . In contras t ,  Korul 
peop le have no comparab le base in the town be c ause the 
only Korul-born res ident is a terti ary s tudent who is un-
married and lives in s ingle quarters .  
Kundi awa ' s  ro le a s  a soc ial  meeting p l ac e  means that 
it i s  an important c entre for the di s s emination o f  
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information . Al len ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 1 6 ) , in di scus s ing the role o f  
smal l adminis trative centres i n  general , de s cribe s  them as 
focal p o ints  whi ch s t imul ate inwards movement from the 
surrounding rural areas , and po ints o f  contact between 
the s e  rur a l  area s and the re s t  of Papua New Guine a .  Thi s  
de s c r iption can certainly be app l ied to Kundiawa , and such 
a role mus t  give it s ome indirect in f luence on S imbu 
migrat i on . 
- Type s  o f  Migrant and Typ e s  o f  Movement 
The pre ceding ana lys i s  has shown that , although certain 
migrat ion s tre ams have remained remarkably s table throughout 
the mi gration h i s to r ie s of individual s ,  the spati al d i s tr i ­
but ion o f  mi grati on has  changed through t ime . Thi s  alte ra­
t ion is  a s so c i ated with a bas ic change in  the system of 
non- traditional migration from rural S imbu . Non- traditional 
migrants o f  more recent t ime s h ave not moved a s  agreement 
l abour recruits , thei r  movements were not d irected and they 
f ound the i r  own f inance . In the p a s t  a lmo s t  a l l  o f  them 
moved under agreement and , consequent ly , they did not f inance 
the i r  own trave l and they were directed to the i r  des tination s . 
Harr i s  ( 1 9 7 2 ) and Ward ( 19 7 1 )  both attr ibute these two di s ­
tinctive type s  o f  movement t o  s eparate ind i vidua l s , o n  the 
one hand the agreement l abour rec ruit and on the other the 
' indep endent ' migrant . I have a l s o  de s cr ibed them previou s ly 
a s  type s o f  migran t  r ather than type s o f  movement , a lthough 
a detai led micro- s t udy reveale d  that certain individual s at 
d i f fe rent t imes moved under agreement and not under agreement 
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( 19 7 3b : 5 9 ,  1 1 6 - 1 2 0 ) . Thi s  s tudy al so shows that many 
p eople in the five S imbu v i l lage s par ti c ip ated in both 
agreement and non- agre ement movement . Thus , in the 
fol lowing analy s i s  al l men who are returned migrants have 
been c l as s i f i ed into four categori e s : agreement on ly ; 
agreement/non- agreement ; non- agreement on ly ; non- agreement 
( di r e c te d )  . 4 4  The final category , which inc luded only 
a few indivi dual s in the s e  S imb u vi l l age s , are people s uch 
as  pol i cemen who do not move under agreement but whose 
movements are s t i l l  di rected . The c l a s s i f i ca t i on app l ie s  
t o  the entire migration h i s to ry o f  each individual . 
Agreement mi grants account for the h ighe s t  p e rcentage 
of al l mal e  r e spondents ( Tab le 4 . 14 ) , and o ve r  6 0  per cent 
o f  the men have at some t ime moved under agre ement . Approxi-
mate ly the s ame proportion has been non- agreement move r s , 
a lthough near ly h a l f  o f  the s e  took part in both type s o f  
movement .  Korul has the l arg e s t  percentage o f  former 
agreement migrant s , but , in contra st to Ema i , mos t  of the s e  
men a l s o  moved independently . Bomk an i s  the only vi l lage 
in whi c h  non- agreement migrants outnumber agreement mi grants . 
Very f ew men have been non- agreement ( direc ted ) mi gr ants . 
4 4  Agreement movement here include s both H i gh l ands Labour 
S cheme re crui t s  and men who were emp l oyed a s  l abourer s  
and carrie r s  during the war . Non- agreement movement 
( al l  o f  the r emaining moves )  inc l ude s s ome move s whe re 
the people concerned were tran s ferre d  between des t ination s . 
S ince this  typ e  o f  move cannot always be di st ingui shed , 
and o ften a ffects only a f ew o f  the moves mad e  by any 
one individual , the people invo lved are not c las s if ied 
in a s eparate c a te gory . P o l icemen and army re cruits 
are the only p eopl e  who can de fin ite ly be  d i s t inguishe d . 
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TABLE 4 . 1 4 
CHARACTE R I S T I C S  OF MI GRANT TYPES (�ALE S ) 
Agreement Agreement/ Non-Agreeme n t  Non
-Agreement Total Non-Agreeme n t  ( D irecte d )  
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . 
Burukngaumo 1 8  3 9 . l  1 1  2 3 . 9  1 5  3 2 . 6  2 4 . 3  4 6  
Bomkan 9 1 8 . 4  1 2  2 4 . 5  2 7  5 5 . 1  1 2 . 0  4 9  
Korul 1 8  2 8 . 1  3 0  4 6 . 9  1 6  2 5 . 0  - - 6 4  
Ema i 3 5  5 3 . 8  1 1  1 6 . 9  1 5  2 3 . 1  4 6 . 2  6 5  
Ang ango i 2 7  4 0 . 9  1 8  2 7 . 3  2 1  3 1 . 8 - - 6 6  
'l'O'l'AL 1 0 7  3 6 . 9  8 2  2 8 . 3 9 4  3 2 . 4  7 2 . 4 2 9 0  
Cohorts 
Be fore 1 9 4 6  3 3  7 5 . 0  6 1 3 . 6  5 1 1 . 4  - - 4 4  
1 9 4 6 - 4 9  6 3 7 . 5  6 3 7 . 5  4 2 5 . 0  - - 1 6  
1 9 5 0 - 5 4  3 5  5 2 . 2  2 5  3 7 . 3  3 4 . 5  4 6 . 0  6 7  
1 9 5 5 - 5 9  1 9  4 2 . 2  2 0  4 4 . 4  4 8 . 9  2 4 . 4  4 5  
1 9 6 0 - 6 4  8 1 6 . 3  1 7  3 4 . 7  2 3  4 6 . 9  1 2 . 0  4 9  
1 9 6 5 - 6 9  3 8 . 1  5 1 3 . 5  2 9  7 8 . 4  - - 3 7  
1 9 7 0+ 3 9 . 4  3 9 . 4  2 6  8 1 .  3 - - 3 2  
Education 
None 9 8  9 1 .  6 6 0  7 3 . 2  3 9  4 1 . 5  1 1 4 . 3  1 9 8  
P id gin/vern . 7 6 . 5  1 5  1 8 . 3 2 6  2 7 . 7  3 4 2 . 9  5 1  
S t .  1 - 3 - - 7 4 8 . 5  8 8 . 5  - - 1 5  
S t .  4 - 6 2 1 .  9 - - 1 2  1 2 . 8  - - 1 4  
Secondary + - - - - 9 9 . 6  3 4 2 . 9  1 2  
TOTAL 1 0 7  1 0 0 . 0  8 2  1 0 0 . 0  9 4  1 0 0 . 0  7 1 0 0 . 0  2 9 0  
Des tination T;r:,ee 
Rural V i l l ag e  ( RV )  - 4 4 . 3  - - 4 
Rura l  Non-Vi l lage ( RNV) 5 1  4 7 . 7  1 2  1 4 , 6  2 0  2 1 .  3 - - 8 3  
Urban 3 5  3 2 . 7  7 8 . 5  4 3  4 5 . 7  3 4 2 . 9  8 8  
RV/Urban 1 0 . 9  - - 1 1 . 1 - - 2 
RNV/Urban 2 0  1 8 . 7  5 7  6 9 . 5  2 0  2 1 . 3  4 5 7 . 1  1 0 1  
RV/RNV - - 2 2 . 4  l 1 . 1  - - 3 
RV/RNV/Urban - - 4 4 . 9  5 5 . 3  - - 9 
C i r cu l a r  M igr a tion 
None - - - - 4 4 . 3  - - 4 
0 - 2 4 . 9  - - - - 2 2 . 1  2 2 8 . 6  4 
2 5- 4 9 . 9  - - l 1 . 2  7 7 . 4  3 4 2 . 9  1 1  
5 0 - 7 4 . 9  2 1 . 9  1 2  1 4 . 6  1 3  1 3 . 8  1 1 4 . 3  2 8  
7 5 - 9 9 . 9  2 1 .  9 1 8  2 2 . 0  1 1  1 1 . 7 1 1 4 . 3  3 2  
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 3  9 6 . 3  5 1  6 2 . 2  5 7  6 0 . 6  - - 2 1 1  
Mob i l i t;r: 
1- 2 Move s 6 2  5 7 . 9  - - 3 8  4 0 . 4  - - 1 1 1  
2 - 4 2 6  2 4 . 3  1 9  2 3 . 2  2 6  2 7 . 7  - - 7 1  
5 -6 9 8 . 4  2 7  3 2 . 9  1 3  1 3 . 8  3 4 2 . 9  5 2  
7 - 8 9 8 . 4  2 0  2 4 . 6  9 9 . 6  2 2 8 . 6  4 0  
9 +  l 0 . 9  1 6  1 9 . 5  8 8 . 5  2 2 8 . 6  2 1  
De12e nden t s  
S i n g le 5 4  5 0 . 5  1 7  2 0 . 7  4 9  5 2 . 1  - - 1 2 0  
Mar ried Without 5 3  4 9 . 5  5 1  6 2 . 2  2 3  2 4 . 5  3 4 2 . 9  1 3 0  
Married With - - 1 4  1 7 . 1  2 2  2 3 . 4  4 5 7 . 1  4 0  
Source : Fie ld d a ta , Young , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
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The r e lative s igni fi c an ce o f  d i f ferent type s o f  mi grant 
vari e s  between migration cohorts . A l l  cohorts previous to 
that of mi grant s f ir s t  leaving between 1 9 6 5  and 1 9 6 9  are 
predominantly agreement or agreement/non- agreement migrants 
( Tab le 4 . 1 4 ) . In the two cohorts cove r ing the last ten 
years non-agreement mi grants are o ve rwhe lmingly in the 
maj ority . Thi s  shows that the trans ition f rom agreement to 
non- agreement mi gration , whi ch was s ugge s ted by the increas ed 
movement to town s revealed by the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  cen s u se s , i s  
wel l- advanced in the se f ive S imbu vil lage s . Agreement/non­
agreement mi grant s have personally e xperienced aspects o f  
thi s  trans i tion . 
D i f fe rent types  o f  migrant tend to go to di f fe rent 
type s of d e s tinat i on , whi ch in the fol lowing analys i s  are 
c la s s if ie d  into the three mai n  s ecto r s , according to the 
cen s us de f in itions ( see  Chapter 2 ) : rural vi l l age , rural 
non-vi l l age , urban . The s e  c an be further s ub- divided as  
fol low s : 
Rural vi l lage - survey vil lage , o ther v i l l age ; 
Rura l non- vil lage - p lantat i on , o ther ( in c ludes 
s choo l s , mi s si on , p atrol pos ts , 
r e s e tt lement blocks ) ;  
Urban - neares t  town ( Kundiawa ) , other . 
Almo st ha l f  the agreement mi grants have l i ved only in rural 
non- vi l l age centre s ,  but non- agreement mi grants have gone 
main ly to towns ( T ab l e  4 . 14 ) . Mos t  agreemen t/non- agreement 
mi grants h ave been in both type s  o f  lo cati on . A ltho ugh 
there i s  a s igni f i c ant di f ference between the type s o f  
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migrant and the types o f  de stin ati on to wh ich they go 
2 ( X = 1 0 1 , d f  = 1 8 ) , the d i s t inction i s  c e rtainly not 
abs o lute . Almo s t  a thi rd o f  the agreement mi grants have 
l ived only in town s , while ove r 2 0  per cent o f non- agreement 
migrants h ave gone only to rural non- vi l l age c entres . Thus , 
although mos t  people in the l ater coho rt s  have moved only 
as  non- agreement mi grants , rural non- vil la ge de stination s 
s ti l l  appear in thei r  migr ation hi s tori e s . 
F i g . 4 . 5  shows the types  o f  de s t inati on fo r ini ti al 
and s ub sequent move s for each migration cohort . The 1 9 5 0  
t o  1 9 5 4  cohort made the highe s t  pe rcentage o f  initi a l  move s 
to rur a l  non- vil lage c entre s ,  mainly p l antat i on s , but there-
a fter the se l oc ations became le s s  s igni f i c ant . Towns were 
the maj or initial location s  for the ear l ie s t  and mo s t  recent 
coho rt s . Thus de sp ite the fact that mo s t  o f  the pre- 1 9 4 6  
c ohort are c l as s i f i ed a s  agreement mi gran t s , a h igh propor-
t ion o f  thei r  moves were to town . Thi s r e f l e c t s  the type 
of directed movement of that early period , e s s en t ially the 
movement of l abour to cons truct road s and a i r s tr ip s  in 
in cipient urban c entre s .  When the p attern f o r  in i t i al 
move s i s  c ompared with that for later move s , r ural non-
vi l l age c entres on the who le be come le s s  important than 
they we re at f ir s t , whi l e  towns are more important . The 
one excep t i on i s  the 1 9 4 6  to 1 9 4 9  cohort where rural non-
vi l l age centr e s  attracted mi grants more frequently when 
they were exper i enced than when they f i r s t  l e ft the vi l l age . 
Two other important f e atures which show up on F i gure 4 . 5 
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are , f i rs t  that Kundiawa i s  ins i gn i f i cant for eve ry 
-
cohort , and thus the town shows no s i gn o f  be coming more 
import ant within the mi gration sys tem f rom rural S imbu in 
mor e  recent time s than in ear l ie r  time s . S econdly , there 
i s  comparat i ve ly l i tt le movement to vi l l ages other than 
b ack to the survey vi l l age . Othe r vil lages only occur in 
the movements of experienced r ather than initial  migrants , 
and accoun t  for les s than ten per cent of thes e  move s for 
eve ry cohort e xcept the l ast . S evera l o f  the young men in 
thi s  late s t  cohort have moved to s tay with married o l der 
s i ster s , e spec i a l ly , in the c as e s  o f  Bomkan and Angango i , 
in the E as te rn and We stern H ighlan ds . I t  i s  hard to s ee 
why thi s  type o f  movement d id not a l s o  occur in the ear l i e r  
c ohort s , b u t  i t  may be tha t  w ithin recent years some young 
men who wish to move o ut of the v i l la ge have not moved to 
town b ecause they know that they are un l ik e ly to f ind 
emp loyment .  In the case o f  Angangoi it i s  re lated to 
s pontan eo us re se ttlement , and the young men h ave gone to 
work wi th the i r  k in who have re settled in the rural 
v i l l age secto r . 
The four d i f ferent typ e s  o f  mi grant a l s o  contrast in 
e ducation , leve l of c irculat i on and mob i l ity , and whether 
they have moved on the i r  own or with their dependent s . 
Ove r 9 0  per cent o f  agreement migrants have no education 
( Table 4 . 14 ) , but only 4 1 . 5  per cent o f  non- agreement 
migran ts belong to thi s  catego ry . Agr e ement/non- agreement 
migran t s  are in an interme di ate pos it ion , and a lthough s ome 
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have been to s choo l , they have mo st ly on ly been educated 
in  P id g in . Peop le with s ome education who make the ir 
f i r s t  move s as agreement migrants are mo re l ike ly to move 
independently a t  a later stage than thos e w ith no education . 
All except two o f  thos e  with more than thre e  years s choo l in g  
have never been agreement migrant s , and t h e  two exceptions 
are both r e c ent school leave r s  who cho s e  a greement labour 
migrati on as the cheap e s t  way to trave l to di s tant co as ta l  
l ocation s . 
Agreement migrants inevitab ly have a h ighe r  average 
leve l o f  c ircular migration than the other typ e s  o f  mi grant , 
and al l but four have c i r culated throughout the i r  entire 
migrat i on h i s torie s .  In contra s t , only 6 2 . 2  per cent o f  
agreement/non- agreement migrants and 6 0 . 6 p e r  cent o f  
agreement migrants have never made non- c ir cular move s 
( Table 4 . 1 4 ) . Although thi s shows a s imi lar leve l  o f  
c ircul ar mi gration f o r  non- a greement migran ts , and tho s e  
who have moved independently after previo us agreement 
l abour experience , there is a s igni f ic ant d i f fe rence 
between the s e  two catego r i e s  becaus e  over ten per cent o f  
non- agreement migrants have very low level s o f  c i r cu lar 
migrati on . Thi s  character i s tic i s  e ven more s t rongly 
marked among non- agreement ( directed ) migran t s , but the 
s amp le from the s e  S imbu vi l l ages i s  too sma l l  to draw any 
general con clus i on s . 
De spite the c l e a r  evidence that mi grants who have 
moved independent ly have a l ower leve l of c ir culation , 
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the s e  S imbu vi l l agers are s ti l l  much mo re invo lved in 
c i rc ul ar migration than are S imbu l iving in town s . Thi s  
imp l i e s  that there are two b a s i c  types  o f  S imbu mi gr ant s : 
one type remains vi l l age-base d , whi l e  the o ther bec ome s 
urban-base d . The important impl i cations o f  thi s w i l l  be 
d i sc us s e d  in d e tai l in the concluding chapter . At thi s  
point i t  should b e  noted that s ince s ome S imbu migrants 
continue to c ircul ate , out-migr at ion from S imbu can make 
on ly a l imited impact on the problem o f  l an d  s hortage . 
When mi gr an t s  leave home , thei r  land in the vi l lage remain s 
in thei r  name , and i s  tended by the ir rel ative s . The pro­
ceeds of their c a sh- crops be l ong to them . Others who are 
short of l and may be a l lowed to gr ow s ub s i s tence crop s 
on land be longing to abs entees ,  but are unl ikely to be  
able to  p l ant cof fee , e ven i f  a mi grant is  away for many 
ye ar s . Any a s s e s sment o f  population/ land rat i o s  in S imbu 
s hould take thi s into account . Thi s  was not f ul ly re a l i sed 
in the Intens ive Agri cultural Survey s ( Smith , 1 9 7 1 ; 1 9 7 5 ) . 
The predominance o f  c i r c ul ar mi gration means that 
the s e  migrants make an equ al number of upwards and down­
wards move s between the di f f erent leve l s  o f  the urban 
h ie rarchy , and mos t  upwards and downwards move s begin or 
end in the s urvey vi l l age . Only about ten p e r  cent o f  all  
move s t ake p lace within hierarch i c al leve l s , o f  whi ch the 
urban leve l i s  the mo s t  important � As T ab l e s  4 . 6  and 4 . 1 0 
show , l arge towns dominate the townwards movements of the se 
rur al dwe l le r s , and account for ove r 70  pe r c ent o f  the i r  
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urban des tination s . Thi s  evidence s upports that from the 
UHS which showed that a very high proportion of move s took 
p lace be tween l arge towns . 
A maj or re a s on why migrants continue to c ircula te 
between o r i gin vil lage and de s t inat i on i s  that they are 
moving wi thout the i r  depen dents .  Al l agreement mi grants 
were e i th e r  unmarr i e d  or left the ir f ami l ie s  in the vil lage 
througho ut the i r  entire mi grat ion h i s tory , but thos e  who 
l ater moved independent ly were s ome time s  accompanied by 
the i r  wive s . Neve rthe l e s s , only 1 7 . 1  per cent o f  the men 
in thi s c ategory , and only a s l ightly h i gher pe rcentage o f  
non- agreement migrant s , we re ab le t o  take the i r  f ami l i e s  
with them . Thi s  i s  due to the l ack o f  accommo dat ion in 
both towns and r ur al non- vil l age cen tres for unski l led 
labourer s &  In the UHS a lmo s t  5 0  per cent o f  the men l i ving 
in the e ight large s t  towns had thei r  wive s  with them 
( Garnaut e t  a l . , 1 9 7 7 : Tab le 5 . 8 ) , but thi s  populat ion 
inc ludes a l ar ge numb e r  o f  highly educ ated people who can 
a fford f ami ly accommodation . In addition , many of the 
S imbu vi l l agers had been wo rking in rur a l  non-v i l l age 
c entre s where the hou s ing prob l em is even wor se . 
Agreement migran t s  have not on the who le been more 
mobi le than non- agreement migrants ( Tabl e  4 . 1 4 ) . On the 
c ontrary , many agreement migrants have made on ly one 
c ircular move from the v i l lage . Howeve r , s everal completed 
more than one term as agreement labour rec ruits . 4 5  A l arge 
4 5  The maximum number o f  H ighlands Labour S cheme contracts 
was five , by one man from Korul . 
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number o f  non- a greement migrants have al so on ly moved once 
from the vi l lage , but most o f  the s e  are young men who have 
on ly recen t ly le ft home . Agreement/non- agreement mi grants 
and non- a greement ( di recte d )  migrants have the highe s t  
mob i l i ty .  
The above ana ly s i s  has been conc erne d  s o le ly w ith the 
men . Women who are returne d  mi grants cannot be c l a s s i fied 
in the s ame way into def in i te catego r i e s , and are main ly 
dependent movers who remain out s ide the workforce . Never­
the le s s  there have al s o  been changes through t ime in the 
type of des t in ation to whi ch they go . Unti l  the 1 9 6 0 s  no 
women made i n i t i a l  moves to town , and for a l l  cohor t s , 
town s and rura l non-vil lage centre s a re much more important 
for l ater move s than they we re at f i rs t . S ince 1 9 7 0  s ome 
young unmarri e d  g ir l s  have gone on extended vi s it s  to towns 
to s tay w i th r e l at ive s , and this type o f  movement would 
not have taken p lace in earl ier y e ar s . Des p ite the fact 
that S imbu g i r l s  have a reputation today for going to 
towns along the H i ghlands H ighway to wo rk as pros titutes ,  
there i s  no def inite eviden c e  o f  s uch movement f rom any 
of the s e  v i l l age s , and mos t  o f  the movement s made by young 
g i r l s  are apparently s tri ctly control le d  by o l der member s  
o f  the ir f ami l ie s . 
The re lation s h ip between the typ e s  o f  mi grant and ' 
the i r  migration exper i ence s in geographi c  space c an be 
under stood mos t  c le ar ly from case hi storie s .  The fol lowing 
examp l e s  i l lustrate the general conc lus ion s  whi ch s tem from 
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the aggre gated dat a . E ach example des cr ib e s  a mi gration 
cohort from an individual survey vi l lage , and together 
they indicate the bas i c  change s in time and space . 
Examp l e  A :  Kor ul Migrants Leaving Be fo r e  1 9 4 5  
A s  F i g . 4 . 5  shows , mi gr ants in thi s  cohort moved 
mainly to towns . They lac k  f orma l education , norma l ly 
c annot s peak P idgin , and a re now al l over the age o f  5 0 . 
They are r e s pe c ted in the v i l lage , but are more involved 
wi th tradi t i on al ways of l i fe than cash c r opping and the 
monetary economy .  Undoub tedly the ir s tor i e s  o f  the ir own 
l imited migration expe rience he lped to s timul ate the 
exodus of younger men in the 1 9 5 0 s . 
The four Korul men in thi s  cohort l e f t  in  1 9 4 3  to work 
h . f G k . . 4 6  on t e c on struction o oro a air s trip . They spent 
between s i x  months and two years in the E a stern H i gh l ands , 
and some trave l l e d  as far a s  Kainantu a s  c arriers . Al l 
e xcept one was unmarr ied when he f i r s t  l ef t . After 
returnin g to Ko rul , one man made no further move , but the 
other three al l moved again at a later s tage ( F ig . 4 . 6 ) . 
In the 1 9 5 0 s  one had a one ye ar contract under the H igh lands 
Labour S cheme at Kanos ia rubber plantation in Central 
Provinc e , and anothe r used hi s contacts with mi s s ion 
per s onne l  at nearby Monono to obtain emp loyme nt as a 
4 6  ANGAU pe r sonnel emp loyed S imbu a s  l aboure r s  and l e ft 
E as tern H i ghlander s free to p roduce food for the troops 
and the labourer s .  Farms for thi s  purp o s e  were s ituated 
at both Goroka and B ena Bena ( B owman , 1 9 4 6 : 4 3 8 ) . 
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labourer for the Lutheran Mi s s ion in the E a stern 
H ighl and s . He was ab sent .about two year s . In the
- l ate 
1 9 6 0 s  a l l  three men moved to large towns - Port Moresby , 
Lae and Mount Hagen - to pay extende d  soc i a l  vi s i t s  to 
younger memb e r s  of their immediate f ami l ie s . These three 
are there fore agreement/non- agreement mi grants whi le the 
fourth man i s  an agreement migr ant . All thei r  moves were 
c ircul ar ( F ig . 4 . 6 ) , and the cohort c irculat i on index is  
1 0 0 . 0 . The comb ined mi gr ation h i st ory i s  dominated by 
movement to towns , al though rural non-vi l lage centre s  are 
more prominent in the la ter part o f  the movement . 
The experience s o f  this  s ma l l  cohort are typ i cal o f  
thos e  from the other v i l lage s - ini t i a l  wartime work , s ome 
agreement l abour movement ,  and recen t  soc ia l  migr ation to 
town , f in an ce d  by both cof fee e arnings and r emittance s  from 
urban dwe l li ng kin . 
E xamp l e  B :  Burukngaumo Migrants Leaving Between 1 9 5 0  
and 1 9 5 4  
Mos t  members o f  thi s  migration cohort made thei r  f ir s t  
moves to rura l non-vi l lage c entre s , e specia l ly plantation s , 
but thereafter many went to town s { F ig .  4 . 5 ) . Mos t  have 
no formal education , but many c an speak P idgin fairly 
f luently . They be lon g to the c ur rent 4 0  to 5 0  age group , 
and are inf luen ti al members o f  the v i l l age . Many were 
innovator s  of co f fee cash cropp ing . 
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Thi s  cohort i n  Burukngaumo contains e i ght men , seven 
who are memb e r s  of the sub - c lan and one irom the neigh­
bour ing S iambuga-Wauga tr ibe who has moved to the vil lage 
to j oi n  h i s  re lative s . All s igned on a s  labour recruits 
i n  the early 1 9 5 0 s , but they did not leave the v i l lage as 
a group . The i r  f i r s t  contrac t s  took them to New Ireland , 
East New B r i tai n , Madang ( KarKar I s l and ) , and Port More sby . 
Hal f  made no further move s ( F ig . 4 . 6 ) . One o f  the remaining 
four paid a s o c i a l  vi s i t  to h i s  son in Madang in the 1 9 6 0 s , 
but the o ther s had fur ther contract exper i ence . Two went 
for a se cond term , and one for a thi rd term . The se later 
move s were to d i f f erent p l antations from tho se on whi ch 
they had f ir s t  worked - Madang and Soge r i  ( Central Province ) . 
One of the s e  men s ubsequently moved independently . After 
two per io d s  o f  contract he was sti l l  unmarr ied , and , loathe 
to remai n  at home , he departed to l ook for work in Mount 
Hagen . H e  was employed a s  a dome s t i c  servant and was ab sent 
for about three years , spending part of the time in Madang 
with the s ame emp loyer . About 1 9 6 0  he f inal ly returned to 
the vi l lage , marr ie d , and then , three years later , departed 
with his fami ly to a b lock of l and he had acquired near the 
conf luence o f  the Wahgi and Koro r iver s . He h imse l f  was 
not content to remain on the b lo ck , but , leaving h i s  wi fe in 
charge , l e f t  to work in a hote l in Mount Hagen . He f inal ly 
dec i ded to move back to Burukngaumo with h i s  f ami ly in 1 9 6 6 , 
but rema i n s  d i s sati s fied with l i fe i n  the v il lage , princi ­
pal ly because he l o s t  h i s  c o f fee gardens when the Highlands 
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H ighway was reconstructed through h i s  land . He oc�a s iona l ly 
earns money by labouri ng on the road for PWD . 
Altogether , thi s  cohort contains s ix agreement 
migrants and two agreement/non-agreement migrants . However 
only o ne o f  these non-agreement migrants d i d  not circulate 
be tween Burukngaumo and o ther destinations ( Fi g . 4 . 6 ) , and 
the c i r culation index for the who le cohort is s ti l l  h i gh 
( 9 1 . 4 ) . Whi le rural non-v i l lage centr e s  dominate the initial 
movement , towns are more important in the later s tage s . 
Exampl e  C :  Bomkan Migrant s  Leaving Between 1 9 5 5  and 1 9 5 9  
Like tho s e  i n  the preceding coho r t , migrants who f i r s t  
l e f t  the vi l l age during thi s  period were a l s o  heavi ly 
invo lved in the H i gh l ands Labour S cheme . However at a later 
s tage many continued to move independently to towns . They 
lack formal e ducation , but are important peopl e  in the 
vi l l age and o f ten operate trade s tores or run trucking 
bus i ne s se s . The ir experience s a s  migrants give them a 
breadth o f  outlook not o f  ten encountered among member s o f  
ear l ie r  cohorts . 
Seve n  o f  the ten Bornkan men who bel ong to thi s  cohort 
initia l ly moved as labour recrui t s , going to Buka , Lae , 
Centr a l  P rovince , Poponde tta and Manus . On re turn , four 
o f  the s e  men mar r i ed and rema ined in Bornkan where some 
found o c c a s i onal c a s ua l  j ob s  with the Roman Cathol i c  
Mis s ion a t  Toromambuno , a s  government emp loyee s o n  Kegl sugl 
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air s trip , o r  with Mount Wi lhe lm Local Government Counci l  
at  the Toromarnbuno s awmi l l . The other s  made further move s 
a s  non-agreement migrants ( Fi g . 4 . 6 ) . One worked only 
within the highlands , where he spent a per iod o f  about 
f ive year s with h i s  f ami ly as a superv i sor of labourers 
on an E a s tern H ighlands c of fee p l antation . The other two 
l e f t  the i r  fami l i e s  in  Bomkan and had a var iety o f  j ob s  in 
Port Mor e sby and surroundi ng parts of Central Province , 
inc l uding p lantation work and sk i l led emp loyment . By the 
time they returned to S irnbu they were both ski l led , one as 
a driver and the o ther a s  a carpenter . The driver has 
been ab le to use his ski l l  within his home area , and has 
worked for the S irnbu Coun c i l  Services Uni t  in  Kundiawa , 
for Mount Wi lhe lm Coun c i l  at Womatne , and i s  currently 
driving the counci l ' s  tractor in the for e s try area above 
Keg l sugl a i r s tr ip . 
Three other men from Bomkan never worked a s  labour 
re crui ts . Al l had some mi s s ion education at an early s tage , 
and two were emp l oyed by the mi s si on a s  cate ch i s ts . In 
thi s  c apaci ty they had worked in rural v i l lage s in other 
parts of Gernbogl D i s tr i c t . The other had trained as an 
aid-pos t  orde r ly in Madang , and then worked for about 1 5  
year s  i n  the Bundi area b efore being pos ted t o  the Bomkan 
a id-po s t . 
O f  thes e  ten men ,  four are agre ement migrants , three 
are agreement/non-agreement migrants , and three are non­
agreeme nt . Whi le Bomkan may be s lightly a typ i cal , in that 
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fewer have gone more than once as agreement labour 
. 4 7  h . f h '  h migrant s , t e exper ience s o t i s  co art demonstrate the 
further change over from agreement to non-agreement movement 
that be gan to show i tse l f  even before the end of the 1 9 5 0 s . 
The cohort leve l o f  c i r culation , 8 0 . 8 ,  was con s i derab ly 
l ower than tha t  of the previous example , but many migrants 
s ti l l  tende d  to return to the v i l lage be f 6re leaving again 
( Fig . 4 . 6 ) . Towns are important de stinations , particularly 
i n  the later s tage s of movement , but rur a l  non-vi l lage 
centre s , in thi s  case both mi s s ions and patro l pos t s  as 
we l l  a s  p l antation s , rema i n  prominent . 
Example D :  · Angangoi Migrants Leaving Between 1 9 6 5  and 1 9 6 9  
I n  the late 1 9 6 0 s  mos t  migrants went initial ly to town s , 
and towns be came even mor e  s ign i f i c ant when they made later 
move s ( Fi g . 4 . 5 ) . They tended to move individua l ly rather 
than as group s , a s  had been the case under the H i ghlands 
Labour Scheme , and although mos t  were unski l led worker s ,  
some acquired training whi ch enab led them to obtain more 
remuner ative employment . The ir leve l o f  formal education 
varies , but a l l  are f l uent P idgin speakers ,  and , if they 
remain for some t ime in the vi l lage , have an important 
fut ure role as innovato r s . 
4 7  3 1  per cent o f  agreement migrants i n  Bomkan went back 
for a seco nd term , compared with 4 6  per cent in Korul , 
and 3 6  pe r ce nt in Ema i . 
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Nine migrants , almo s t  a l l  uneducated , le ft Angango i 
during thi s  period . Only one went as a labour recruit , but 
h i s  account o f  work in North Solomons Province seems to 
have s t imulate d  further movement from h i s  vi l lage to that 
province at a l ater s tage . He returned independently to 
Kieta in 1 9 6 8  with two o ther men , and they , with some older 
men who had had previous migration experience , formed the 
core o f  the Angangoi group who worked for Bougainvi l le 
Copper Ltd during the early 1 9 7 0 s . The numbers o f  men in 
the Bougai nvi l le group f l uctuate d , and mos t  departed in 
1 9 7 3  b ecause of various mi shaps in Panguna , and the i llne s s  
o f  re l a ti ve s  i n  S imbu . All except one returned directly 
to Anga ngoi ;  some by a i r  and some by ship to Lae fol lowed 
by road tran sport on the H i gh lands H i ghway . One man spent 
a per i o d  o f  about s i x  mon th s  working at Yonki on the Upper 
Ramu Hydro-Electr i c  power s cheme , but left for S imbu after 
the threa t  of  a ' pay-back ' inc ident i nvolving Kainantu and 
S imbu workmen . 
S ome other young men from Angangoi s tarted the i r  
migration experience s within the h i gh land s , work ing on 
p lantations in the Wahg i  val ley , or in the h i gh l and towns . 
They late r  went to Port More sby , whi ch i s  an important 
focus for Angangoi people because many men from the 
vi l l age had previous experience on Central Province 
p lantations . The f inal two moved dire c t l y  to Port Moresby . 
One remained unemp l oyed for e i ght month s  and then returned 
home , but the other found work a s  a s toreman , and fo llowed 
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h i s  Port Mor e sby experience with a year in Daru . 
As F i g . 4 . 6  shows , the migration exper ience s o f  thi s  
cohort form a complex pattern . Only one man i s  an agree ­
ment/non-agreement migrant , and the remainder moved i nde ­
pendently . The y  did not move in group s , but the ir migration 
hi s tori e s were s trongly influenced both by the i r  own past 
e xperienc e s  and tho se of o the r s . The se led them to congre­
gate i n  only a few de s tinations , in par t i c ular Port Moresby 
and Arawa/P anguna/Ki e ta . Although during the 1 9 5 0 s  Angangoi 
men worked a s  a greemen t  labour re cruits i n  o ther place s , 
for example New Ire land and E a s t  New Britain , the se locations 
did not have alternative employment sour c e s  whi ch attract 
non-agreement migrant s . Thus they have d i sappeared from 
the later ' migr ation space ' o f  the v i l lage . As non-agreemen t  
migran t s , some o f  the se men have not always returned t o  the 
vi l lage be fore leaving once again . The i r  c ir cu lation index 
i s  7 8 . 9 .  
Exampl e  E :  Emai Migrants Leaving from 1 9 7 0  Onwards 
Mos t  migrants be longing to thi s  cohort are young men , 
not ye t married and with l ittle work expe r i ence . Many have 
s ome formal educati on , and fee l that the v i l l age has l ittle 
to o f f e r  them c ompared to the opportun i t ie s avai lab le e l se ­
whe re . They have returne d  to the vi l lage because f ami ly 
tie s are s t i l l  s trong , because they do not feel committed 
to e ither the urban or rural way of l i fe , o r  pos s ib ly 
becaus e  the i r  urban e xper i ence has d i s i l lus ioned them . 
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Seven young men from Emai are members o f  thi s  cohort . 
Al l except one has some education , although the leve l s  
that they had re ached vary wide ly ,  and inc lude P i dgin 
s choo l , formal primary s choo l and Form I I I  se condary 
s choo l . The uneducate d  man , who spent two years as a 
labour recruit at  the o i l -palm factory in We s t  New Britain , 
was the only one to venture beyond the H i gh l ands Highway . 
The othe r s  had been away on one or two tri p s  to Goroka , Lae , 
Mount Hagen and rural non-vi l lage centre s in  highlands 
province s .  On approximate ly hal f  those occas ions , mo st o f  
whi ch invo lved absence s o f  between s i x  month s  and 1 1/2  
year s , they had been working , but had not he ld skil led 
j ob s . The only ski l le d  worker , who had done corre spondence 
cour se s  le ading to the Form I I I  se condary s choo l  cert i f  i ­
cate , had remaine d  with in S imbu Province , emp l oyed a s  a 
teacher by the Lutheran Mi s s ion . 
The s e  young men , o f  whom a l l  except one are non­
agreement migrants , have almo s t  a lways returned to the 
v i l l age b e fore leaving once more , and have a h i gh circula­
tion inde x  ( 8 8 . 0 ;  F i g . 4 . 6 ) . Thi s , comb ined with the 
fact tha t  mos t  have remained within easy reach o f  Emai 
whi l e  away , sugg e s t s  that they sti l l  pri ze the security 
o f  the v i l lage a l though i t  has few mone tary opportunities 
to o ffer them . They have no cash crops , no s tatus and no 
dependents , and in the eyes of the ir e lder s  they are ' j ust 
s choo l  boys ' .  On the other hand they are not suf f i c iently 
we l l  qua l i f ie d  to obtain ski l led j ob s  in town s , and opt 
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for o c c a s ional cas ua l  uns k i l led emp loyment , whi ch they 
can leave whenever they feel inc l ine d  to do s o . 
Example F ( F emale ) : Emai Migrants Leaving Between 1 9 5 5  
and 1 9 5 9  
Women be l onging to thi s  cohort ,  and a l s o  ear l i e r  and 
later cohorts , moved both with i n  the traditional system o f  
marriage migration and , a s  depe ndents ,  t o  towns and rural 
non-vi l l age centres .  
Four women from Emai are memb e r s  o f  thi s  cohort .  
Three moved into the v i l lage when they were married , and 
then later moved wi th the ir husbands to rural non-v i llage 
and urban settlements . Two made only s i ng le non-traditional 
move s ,  one to Goroka and the other to Karimui . The thi rd , 
married to a pol i ceman , l ived i n  seve r a l  d i f fe rent town s , 
i ncluding Lae . The rema ining Emai woman r ema ined within 
the rural v i l l age se ctor but made pre-marr iage move s to 
s tay wi th d i s tant kin i n  Gumine . Whi le the se migh t  be 
inte rpre te d  a s  traditional ,  they would not have occurred 
in pre - co loni a l  days whe n  trib a l  war f are was wide spread . 
F i g . 4 . 6  shows the characteri s t i c  pattern o f  female 
migration h i s to r ie s , w i th initial moves with i n  the rural 
vi l lage sector fo l lowed by c ir cular or non - c i rcular move s 
to o ther centres .  The c i r culation index i s  only 4 7 . 0 .  
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Example G ( Fema le ) : Korul Migrants Leaving After 1 9 7 0  
Women who made the ir f i r s t  moves within the last f ive 
years are young and in many c a s e s  s t i l l  unmarried . The ir 
exper i en c e s  di f fer from tho se of the i r  e lder s  in that they 
have stayed out o f  the vi l lage before marriage , and are 
fami liar with plac e s  wh i ch previous ly they would have 
vi s i te d  only i n  the company o f  the i r  husbands . 
O f  the five young Korul women i n  thi s  cohort , four are 
- s t i l l  no t marr ie d , but have spent periods o f  between s ix 
months and a ye ar with re l atives in Lae and Goroka . The 
remaining woman moved to Korul on mar r iage , but then left 
w i th her husband for Lae and Port More sby . She has recently 
returned to the vi l l age be cause her husband de cided to give 
up work . She i s  the only non - c i r cular migrant in the cohort , 
whi ch has a comb i ne d  c i r culation index o f  9 0 . 9 .  
ABSENTEES - NON-TRAD I T IONAL MIGRANTS 
Absente e s  o utnumber returned migrants in the male popu­
lation s o f  three o f  the f ive vi l lage s  ( Table 4 . 4 ) . Among 
women , they account for almo s t  three -quar ter s  of the non­
traditional migrant s . Th i s  immediate ly sugge s t s  that women 
who move out o f  the tradi tion a l  system o f  movement are much 
le s s  l i ke ly to return to the vi l lage than a re the men . Even 
those who do re turn have been le s s  i nvolved in c ircular 
movement ( Tab le 4 . 9 ) . Thi s  i s  because the wive s o f  those 
men who a lways c i r culate do not leave the v i l l age , and 
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conver s e l y , tho se who do l eave are o ften mar r i ed to sk i l l ed 
men who c an obta in accommodation for the ir famil ie s ,  and 
who themse lve s move between town s without intervening 
per iod s  at home . 
The information ava i l abl e on ab s entee s i s  much more 
l imited than that on v i l l age re s ident s . A s  Stra thern 
( 1 9 7 2 : 3 1 -3 2 )  says , v i l lager s genera l l y  know where ab sentees  
are , but no t nec e s sari l y  what they are do i ng . Respondents 
i n  the survey gave information on the a ge , sex , education , 
mar i tal statu s , length o f  absence , and o c cupation o f  
absentee s .  Some o f  thi s  information , in particular length 
of ab s ence and o c cupation , must be suspect . 4 8  
Mo s t  absentees belong to the 1 5  to 4 4  age groups 
( F ig . 4 . 3 ) , and they inc lude a relative ly h igh proport ion 
of people with formal education ( p .  2 5 7 ) . Other c harac­
ter i s t i c s which are known are their locat ion , l ength o f  
abs ence , and occupation , but i t  wa s not po s s ibl e to obta in 
d irec t  information on the extent to which their movements 
have been inf luenced by c ir cular , cha i n  o r  step migration , 
al though some indirec t  inference s c an be made by com­
par i ng the above character i st ic s  with tho s e  of vil lage 
re s ident s . 
Ab sente e s  from the se f ive v i l l a ge s  are l iving in a 
large number o f  de s t inat ions sc attered wid e l y  throu ghout 
48  See Append ix A for que s t ionna ire . 
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Papua New Guine a . Mos t  absentee s are i n  S imbu Province 
i t se l f , i n  adj acent parts o f  the high lands , or in Lae 
( Fi g . 4 . 7 ) . Port More sby £s the mos t  s igni f i cant centre 
away from the artery of the H ighlands H ighway , but the re 
are sma l l  colonie s o f  v i l lagers in both the Hoskins o i l ­
palm s ettlement and i n  Arawa/Panguna/Kie ta . Over 6 8  per 
cent of ab s entee s are l iving i n  town s , and mos t  who have 
settled in rura l centres are in the h i gh lands . Thi s  
accords w i th the evidence from the 1 9 7 1  census , whi ch 
shows that few S imbu migrants were i n  the rur a l  non-vi llage 
se ctor in coas ta l  province s ,  and a l s o  with the evidence 
co l le c te d  from returned migrants in the s urvey vil lages , 
whi ch s hows that mo s t  o f  tho se who had re cently been to 
d i s tant p l ace s had gone to town s . 
Some locations have abs e ntee s from a l l  o f  the survey 
v i l lage s , whi le o thers on ly have migrants from one or two 
v i l lage s . In  Lae mos t  ab s entee s are from Ema i , Korul and 
Bomkan , wh i le in Gorok a  they are from Ema i , Bomkan and 
Angangoi ;  i n  the We s tern H i ghlands a h igh proportion o f  
absente e s  are from Angangoi ,  and absente e s  from Burukngaumo 
are l arge ly with i n  S imbu Province . To some e xtent the 
cho i ce o f  de s t i na tions with i n  the highlands re f le cts the 
location o f  the v i l lage within S imbu . Absentee s from 
vi l l age s e a s t  o f  Kundiawa tend to go to the Eastern 
H ighl ands and Morobe , whi le those from locations such as 
Angango i in we stern S imbu go to the We s tern H i gh lands . 
However trad i tional l inkage s and the operation o f  
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spontaneous re s ettlement ( see  above , p . 2 6 4 ) are mainly 
re spons ib le for the eastwards movement of Bomkan ab sentee s 
to rur a l  locations i n  the Eastern H i gh l and s , and the we st­
ward s  movement of absentee s from Angangoi to rural We stern 
H ighlands . 
The spatial  di stribution o f  abs entee s i s  s trikingly 
s imi l ar to that o f  the former des tinations o f  re turned 
migran t s  ( F ig . 4 . 4 ) .  Thi s  s ugges ts the continuing opera-
tio n  of chai n  migration . Some o f  the chai n  migration 
l inks de s cr ibed ( e . g . Korul - Wau/Bulo l o ; Ang angoi -
Arawa/Panguna/Kieta ) continue to inf luence migration 
because abs ente e s  s ti l l  l ive i n  thos e  de s ti nation s . When 
the two s et s  of locations are compared , the r ank corre lation 
is 0 . 6 5 , s i gn i f icant at the 0 . 1 per cent leve l (n = 4 2 ) . 
Kundiawa i s  more prominent as a location o f  ab sentee s 
than a s  a de s tination for returned migrant s , a lthough it i s  
only the f i f th ranki ng urban centre ( Fi g . 4 . 7 ) . Thi s  does  
not ne ce s s ar i ly show that i t  i s  beginning to deve lop a 
role a s  a s taging point i n  migration from rura l S imbu . The 
absentee s who are l iving in Kundiawa have very d i f ferent 
characte r i s t i c s  from the maj or i ty of the vi l lage re s idents . 
Fourte e n  o f  the f i fteen men who are wage e arne r s  are in 
ski l le d , pro fe s s ional or c lerical pos ition s , and three o f  
the rema i n i ng e ight , c l as s i f ie d  as unemp loyed or a s  full ­
time student s , are chi l dre n . Mos t  v i l lage re s idents , i n  
contra s t , are on ly qua l i f ie d  t o  ho ld unski lled j ob s . More­
ove r , absente e s  l iving i n  Kun idawa had not ne ces sari ly made 
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only s i ngle move s to the town . On ly one o f  the six men 
i nte rviewe d  had moved there directly from the vi l lage , 
and he had sub sequent ly returne d to the vi l lage from 
Kundiawa be fore taking up h i s  pre sent po s it ion . The re ­
mainde r  had worke d ini t i a l ly i n  a vari e ty o f  larger towns , 
includ i ng Port Moresby . Two had made de f i n i te reque s ts 
to return to Kundi awa to be near the i r  k i n . 
Over 2 5  per cent o f  the male absentee s from 
Burukngaumo , Bomkan and Emai , have profe s s iona l , c lerical 
o r  ski l le d  j ob s , and seve ral othe r s  are in the pol i ce or 
armed force s { Tabl e  4 . 1 5 ) . Thi s  re f l e c t s  the higher pro­
portion o f  educate d  absente e s  from the se v i l lage s  ( p . 2 5 7 ) , 
a l though over 1 9  per cent o f  Korul absentee s ,  who largely 
l a ck educational qual i f i c ation s , are a l so i n  ski l led j ob s , 
pre s umab ly acquired a f te r  on- the- j ob tra in ing . Burukngaumo 
and B omkan a l s o  have s eve r a l  ab sentee s attending secondary 
or ter tiary education a l  institutions as ful l- time student s . 
The proportion o f  unemp loyed absente e s  r ange s from 1 7 . 6  
( Bomkan ) to 3 8 . 7  ( Angango i ) .  I f  the occupations o f  absentee s 
are compare d with tho s e  o f  returne d migran t s  ( Table 4 . 1 2 ) , 
several important contr a s t s  emerge . In eve ry vi l lage far 
more re turne d migrants than absente e s  have had unsk i l led 
j ob s , and whi l e  work on p lantation s  was a h i gh ly important 
category for returned migrant s , it  i s  hardl y  l i s te d  a s  an 
o c cupation for abs entee s .  Thi s  i s  part i a l ly due to the 
time o f  the survey , because the h i gh land s  c o ffee plantation s , 
to whi ch S imbu seek ing thi s  type o f  employment now pre fer to 
TABLE 4 . 1 5 
ABS ENTEE OCCUPATI ON S  
MALE S Profe s s ional Cle r i ca l  Mi s s ion P o l i ce/Army S k i l l e d  Un sk i l le d  No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
B ur ukngaumo 6 1 1 . 5  1 1 .  9 - - 7 1 3  . 5  8 1 5 . 4  2 3 . 8  
Bomkan 6 8 . 1  4 5 . 4  3 4 . 1  6 8 . 1  9 1 2 . 2  2 4  3 2 . 4  
Korul - - 3 5 . 2  - - 2 3 . 4  1 1  1 9 . 0  1 3  2 2 . 4  
Emai 4 3 . 9  1 1  1 0 . 8  7 6 . 9  1 7  1 6 . 7  1 2  1 1 . 8 7 6 . 9  
Angango i 3 4 . 0  l 1 .  3 4 5 . 3  2 2 . 7  8 1 0 . 7  1 1  1 4 . 7  
F EMALE S 
Burukngaumo 1 2 . 5  - - - - - - 1 2 . 5  - -
B omkan 3 9 . 1  - - 1 . 3 .  0 - - - - 3 9 . 1  
Korul - - 1 3 . 0  1 3 . 0  - - 1 3 . 0  2 6 . 1  
Ema i 1 1 . 8  - - - - - - - - 1 1 . 8 
An gango i 2 7 . 7  - - - - - - - - 1 3 . 8  
Source : F i e l d  data , Youn g , 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 . 
P l antat ion S tudent 
No . % No . % 
- ·  - 1 0  1 9 . 2  
- - 8 1 0 . 8  
4 6 . 9  2 3 . 4  
2 2 . 0  9 8 . 8  
5 6 . 7  4 5 . 3  
- - 1 2 . 5  
- - 2 6 . 1 
- - - -
- - - -
- - 2 7 . 7  
Unemp l oyed 
No . % 
1 5  2 8 . 8  
1 3  1 7 . 6  
1 7  2 9 . 3  
2 2  2 1 . 6  
2 9  3 8 . 7  
3 7  9 2 . 5  
2 4  7 2 . 7 
2 8  8 4 . 8  
5 3  9 6 . 4  
2 1  8 0 . 8  
Don ' t  Know 
No . % 
3 5 . 8  
1 1 . 3  
6 1 0 . 3  
1 1  1 0 . 8  
8 1 0 . 7  
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
w 
N 
N 
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go , only require a large labour force during the main 
f lush b e tween May and September .  At other time s o f  the 
year many o f  the se l abourer $  return to the i r  vil lage s . 
Many returne d migrants interviewed in late 1 9 7 4 and early 
1 9 7 5  had re cent l y  been ab sent a s  plantation worke r s . The 
contr a s t  a l s o  c on f i rms that S irnbu from the se v i l lages 
have now opte d  out of the H i ghlands Labour S cheme and agree -
ment labour migration . I t  may be a s sumed that the ab sentee s 
from the s e  vi l lage s who l ive in  towns have characte r i s t i c s  
s imi lar t o  the S irnbu re spondent s  in  the UHS . Thus mos t  o f  
them are probably inter-urban move r s  rather than c ircular 
mi grants . Secondly , a h i gher proporti on o f  absentee s are 
in ski l le d  and pro fe s s ional j ob s , b a s i c a l ly because they 
are more h i ghly e ducate d . Thirdly , a higher proportion o f  
4 9  ab sentee s are ' unemploye d ' . Thi s  i s  be cause some absentee s 
are men who have moved within the rura l  vi l lage or rura l 
non-vi l lage s e c to r s  to land that they have acquired e l se -
where . They are there fore not dependent on wage-earning , 
and d i d  not leave the vi l lage with the intention o f  entering 
the wage l abour force . Over 8 5  per cent of the ' unemployed ' 
ab sente e s  from Angangoi are on re settlement b lock s  at 
Hosk ins and Kindeng , o r  have moved to land obtaine d  through 
k inship l i nk s  in the Wahgi Val ley near Ban z  and Kup . 
Mo s t  women who are absent are not part o f  the wage 
force , but never the les s  the percentage o f  female abs entee s 
who are working i s  h i gher than that o f  re turned migrants 
49 De f ined as ' no t  in wage-earn ing employmen t ' �  
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who have worke d . Thi s  again i s  due mai n ly to higher leve l s  
o f  e ducation among ab sente e s . 
Unfortunate ly i t  i s  not po s s ib le to de te rmine to 
what e xte nt abs ente e s  are c ircular migrants .  The UHS has 
s hown that S imbu in towns do not norma l ly return to the 
vi l lage o ther than for bri e f  vi s it s , and the more highly 
educate d absentee s from the surve y  vi l l age s are in the 
type s o f  j ob s  whi ch result in the i r  movement with i n  the 
urban s ector , and the non-plantation s e gment o f  the rural 
non-vi l lage sector . We can a s s ume that some of  those in 
s k i l le d  and unsk i l le d  j ob s , and a l s o  s ome of the ' unemp loyed ' 
( but , a s  we have seen above , certainly not a l l ) , wi l l  nor-
mal ly c ir culate . Some indication o f  the degree to whi ch 
absente e s  have permanently left the vi l lage come s from 
analys i ng their length s  o f  ab sence . Over h a l f  the 
absentee s from each v i l lage have been away for more than 
two year s , and more than a third for over f ive year s . 
Many o f  the se long-term absentee s appear to be permanent 
migrants ,  at lea s t  for the per iod o f  the i r  working l ive s . 
I n  contra s t ,  many short term ab sente e s  may intend to come 
back late r . 
The re i s  no evidence tha t  the more h i gh ly educate d  
abs entee s have rema ined away from the v i l l age for a longer 
period of t ime . On the c on trary , more o f  those with l i ttle 
e ducation are long te rm absente e s . The large s t  proportion 
o f  long term abse nte e s  have only P idgin or vernacular 
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s choo l ing . Howeve r thi s  evidence merely shows that mo st 
S imbu men who have been e ducate d  beyond the pr imary leve l 
have only re cently le ft s choo l , and have s ub sequently 
become migrants . I t  cannot show whe ther they are permanent 
or temporary migrants , but the evidence from the OHS 
sugge s t s  that they wi l l  be permanent , at  least during the 
period o f  the i r  worki ng l ive s . S ixty per cent o f  the 
une ducate d  have been away for le s s  than two years , and 
may we l l  be c i r cu l ar migrants . 
CONCLUS I ON - MIGRATION FROM RURAL s nrnu 
The res ident s  of the se S imbu vi l lage s are bas ic a l ly 
i l l i te rate and unsk i l led , and i n  many ways are sti l l  
he av i l y  i nvo lved i n  trad i tional way s  o f  l i fe s temming from 
the pre-colonial e ra . Ye t mos t  o f  the men have at some 
time i n  the pas t  migrated from the rur a l  commun itie s into 
whi ch the y  were born . They have le f t  the vi l lage a s  young 
adu l t s  to work on p l antations and in the town s , o ften in 
di stant part s  of the coun try . Despite the se exper iences ,  
they have remaine d  v i l lage-oriented and are e s sent i a l ly 
c ir cu l ar migrant s . Circulat ion , whi ch was initially 
enforced by the c onditions under whi ch the migrants were 
emp loyed ,  a l lows them to participate in wage earning whi le 
the i r  f ami lie s remain i n  the vi l lage . In many case s , 
S imbu men s ti l l  have l i tt le opportunity to take the ir 
wive s and chi ldren with them because they cannot ob tain 
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suitab l e  accommodation . Although thi s  form o f  movement 
s tems from externa l ly imposed condition s , it may a l s o  
expr e s s  the pre ference s o f  S imbu migrants , who , through 
c irculation , c an mai ntain their e conomi c intere s t s  in 
the vi l lage , and continue to take part i n  the activitie s 
o f  tradition a l  s o c i e ty . Much o f  thi s  c ircular movement 
is not reve a le d  e i ther by census data or by surveys such 
as the UHS whi ch are conducted s o le ly at the migrant 
de s t i na tions . Migration has made a far greater impact 
on S imbu v i l l age l i fe than e ither of the s e  i nve s tigations 
sugge s t . 
Throughout the i r  per iod o f  movemen t  to non-traditional 
centre s ,  S imbu men have continued to c irculate , but they 
have partic ipate d  i n  d i f ferent type s o f  movement , corre s ­
ponding t o  the c atego r ie s d i stinguished previous ly b y  Ward 
( 19 7 1 )  and Harr i s  ( 19 7 2 )  - a greement and ' independent ' 
movement . The latter category i s  de f ined here as non­
agreeme nt , be cause such movement may not be truly inde ­
pen dent . Although many migrants par t i cipate s o le ly in one 
of the se two type s , a large number o f  men h ave taken part 
in both agreement and non- agreement migration . Thi s  com­
b ination was re ferre d  to as ear ly a s  1 9 5 7  by Brook f ie ld 
( 1 9 6 1 : 3 1 1 ) . A further sma l l  number o f  migran t s  have 
moved indepe ndently , but have been d ire cte d  by the ir 
emp loye r s . The se four c a te go rie s o f  migrant have to s ome 
exte n t  d i f fe rent characte ri s ti c s  - age , e ducation , leve l 
o f  c i r culation , type o f  de s tination . However , contrary 
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to previous a s s umptions ( see Chapter 1 )  , these d i s tinctions 
are not abs olute . In  parti cular , a l l  type s o f  migrant 
have moved to a l l  type s o f  de s tination , c ircular migration 
de c l ine s but s t i l l  remains dominant among non- agreement 
migrant s ,  and mo s t  non- agreement mover s  a l s o  leave the ir 
fami l ie s  in the v i l lage . The trans i tion from agreement 
to non- agreement migration , whi ch was we l l- advanced in 
the s e  vi l lages ten years ago , i s  a con tinuous rather than 
an abrupt proce s s , o ften involving the s ame individuals ,  
who wi th w ider experience and changing goal s , now pre fer 
to avoi d  the re s tr i c t ions of agreement l abour . 
The movements o f  a l l  agreement , non- agreement and 
agreement/non- agreement migrant s h ave been s trongly influ­
e nced by the previous movements of the ir friends and re la­
tive s . In  the early s tages o f  agreement l abour migration , 
recrui t s  rare ly s pe c i f ie d  the de s tinations to whi ch they 
wi shed to go , but those who departed for the second or 
thi rd time o f ten s e l e c t�d de s tination s to whi ch they 
had a lready been . S imi larly , in more re cent years , 
younger re cruit s  chos e  location s  to whi ch thei r  friends 
had a lre ady been . Former agreement migran t s  sometime s 
se lected the s ame de s ti nations when they began to move 
independe nt ly , and non- agreement migrants a l s o  moved to 
p la ce s o f  whi ch they had a lready heard . The se chai n  move ­
men ts conne c t  individual vi l lage s with h ighly spec i f i c  
location s . Some h ave rema ined s tab le throughout the 
h i s tory o f  migration from S imbu , whi le others have per­
s i s te d  for on ly a few years and have later de c lined . 
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S tab i l i ty depends on the location o f  the de s tination 
with regard to S imbu , the exi s tence of employment opportu­
n i tie s , and the extent to whi ch family migration occurs . 
Although the l inks in the chain migration system are 
cont inual ly re inforced by the movement of new migrants 
c ir culat i ng between source v i l l age and de s tination , they 
depend on the exi s tence of a colony at the de s tination . 
The indiv idual members o f  thi s  colony may change , but , 
for s tab i l i ty , the colony mus t remain , and thi s  i s  mos t  
l ike ly t o  occ ur with fami ly migration . Th i s  i s  obvious ly 
what has happened in the case of Gul f migration to Port 
More sby ( see above , p .  7 9 ) .  
Kundiawa h a s  played an ins ign i f i cant role in the 
migration exper ienc e s  o f  the se S imbu vi l lager s . They have 
not moved according to a sys tem o f  s tep migration , partly 
because s o  many o f  them were not free to choose the ir 
initi a l  de s t ination s , but a l so because the town require s 
only a l imite d uns k i l l e d  labour force . Ab sent memb e r s  o f  
the se v i llage s who now l ive in Kundiawa are almo s t  a l l  in 
ski l l e d  or profe s s i on a l  emp loyment . However , Kundi awa 
may nowadays i ndirectly influence non-agreement movement 
out o f  rur a l  S imbu be cause it i s  an important social 
centre , and a c learing-house for informa tion . Thi s  
function i s  not equal ly e ffe ctive throughout S imbu because 
people from beyond the Kundiawa d i s tr i c t  rare ly come to 
the town , and , moreover , are o f ten non-Kuman speakers and 
f i nd i t  hard to commun icate with the towns people . 
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The women in the se S imbu vi l lage s have almo s t  a l l  
been migrant s . Howeve r the ma j or i ty have moved only 
within the rur a l  v i l l age sector , in l ine with traditional 
inter- tr ib a l  l i nks . Traditional migration usua l ly take s 
place over short d i stance s , and its spatial d i s tr ibution 
seems to have changed l ittle s i nce pre -colon i a l  time s . 
Vi l l age s near the admini s trative boundar ie s o f  the province 
experience inter-provinc i a l  traditiona l  movement , and 
much o f  the rur a l  v i l lage migration reve a l e d  by the census 
is of thi s  type . Women who move to de s tinations in the 
rural non-vi l l age and urban centre s e ither go with their 
husband s , or spec i fi c a l ly to v i s it absente e  members o f  
thei r  f ami lie s . The y  rarely go independent ly and rare ly 
enter the work force . Mos t  o f  the women who make the se 
non-tr ad i t ional type s of movement have made preliminary 
traditional mar r i age move s , and thei r  comp l e te migration 
h i s t or i e s  are an amal gam o f  both type s . 
Whi le the extent o f  previous migration e xperience i s  
perhaps the mos t  s tr ik i ng feature o f  the r e s ident popula­
t ions o f  the se v i l lage s , the e f fects  o f  current migration 
are a l so obvious . Young men s t i l l  leave S imbu vi l l ages , 
and s ince s ome have now acquired suf f i c ie nt e ducation to 
qua l i fy them for wel l-paid emp loyment in town , they do 
not a l l  c ome back . Moreover , the ir fami l i e s  go with them . 
The s e  f ive v i l lage s a l l  have abnormal ly h i gh dependency 
ratio s , and i f  the e ducated young continue to leave , face 
a l l  the prob l ems conne c te d  with an age ing population in 
the future . 
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The tota l migration exper ience o f  any one vi l lage 
population cannot be rel ated to any s i ng le dominant factor . 
S imbu migrate for many reasons which at any s ingle po int 
in t ime c omb ine to make other places seem more attrac tive 
than the vi l lage . Rural-born S imbu are u n l ike ly to become 
le s s  mob i le i n  the immediate future because the contrasts 
� 
between the i r  v i l l�ge l i fe and l i fe e l s ewhere are s ti l l  
marked , and the opportuni ty t o  move s ti l l  exis t s . Freedom 
o f  movement should not be curtai led . What i s  needed i s  a 
rea l e f fort to make the rural environmen t  more attractive . 
The evo l ut i on o f  migration for the s e  S imbu vi l l ager s  
�� 
has bee n  s tron g ly inf luenced by we l l- de f ine d proce s s e s . 
I n  s eve r a l  important ways i t  contr a s t s  with that o f  the 
maj or i ty o f  S imbu who l ive in town s . As the f o l lowing 
chap te r  wi l l  demons tr ate , it  a l so contr a s t s  with that o f  
rural people i n  coa s ta l  area s , where importan t  change s 
have taken p lace over a much longer per io d  o f  time , and 
whe re the vi l lage re source base i s  o f  a ve ry d i f fere nt 
type . 
CHAPTER F IVE 
RURAL DWELLERS IN NEW IRELAND : 
THE EVIDENCE FROM LONGITUD I NAL DATA , 1 9 7 6  
Both the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  censuses show that New 
I s l anders do not migrate in l arge numb e r s  from the ir own 
province , but , on the contrary , that the province ha s a 
large number o f  in-migrants from many parts o f  the Papua 
New Guinea mainland . The low r ate o f  out-migration and 
h i gh r ate o f  i n-migration1 sugge s t  that New Ireland 
Province has resour c e s  which c an provide a s ati s fac tory 
s tandard o f  l iving for the maj or i ty of i t s  popu l ation , and 
a l so a ttract people from l e s s  fortunate area s . However , 
thi s  pre s ent s ituation , which wil l  probably c ontinue into 
the future , has not always exi sted . Cur rent New Ireland 
migration i s  the end result o f  an evolutionary proces s 
r e s ul ting from the compl ex inter-action o f  many social and 
e conomic facto rs a s s o c i ated wi th the ent i re c o l on ia l  
e xperienc e . 
PHYS I CAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE S  ON 
NEW I RE LAND MIGRATI ON 
The phy s i cal  environment o f  New I r e l and Province i s , 
on the who l e , congeni a l . The i s l ands whi ch form the 
archi pe lago are smal l ,  o r , in the case o f  the l ar ge s t  
1 See Chapter s 2 and 3 f o r  more de ta i l ed di s c us s ion on 
the evidence from macro-data for the s e  movements . 
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nar row , so that no region i s  far from the sea . 
-
Th i s  enab le s New I r e l ande r s  to use the resources o f  both 
coastal and inl and a reas . Although parts o f  the rugged 
inter ior o f  New Ire l and reach altitude s o f  o ver 2 5 0 0  m ,  
s uf f i cient l and remains a t  low alti tude to make the exploi ta-
tion o f  the s e  areas unnece s s ary . The c l imate , which i s  hot 
and humid throughout the year , rare ly l imi ts human act iv ity 
and s o i l s  are suf fic i ently fert i l e  for the production o f  
s ub s i s tence and c as h  crops . S ince New I re land Province i s  
spa r s e ly populated , with a c rude population den s i ty c l o se 
to the nati onal average ( 5 . 6  person s  per km2 ) ,  the popula -
tion/l and relationship appear s f avourab l e . In real i ty 
potenti a l  land shortage may exi s t  becaus e  s ettlement i s  
concentrate d  i n  the coas tal regions , where l arge amounts 
of l and have a l so been a l ienate d  for commerc ial  pl antation s . 
So far the re i s  no evidence o f  resul tant o ut-migrat i on . 
I so l at i on from o ther par t s  o f  Papua New Guinea , and 
d i f f i c ul tie s o f  movement wi thin the province , probably 
check o ut-migration from New I re l and . Any person who 
wishe s to l eave the province has to go by a i r , which i s  
e xtreme l y  e xpens ive beyond Eas t New Bri ta in , or b y  boat . 
Sea tran s po r t  i s  cheap but s low , and , bec ause the i sl ands 
are fr inged by almo s t  continuous coral ree fs , i t  is  only 
avai labl e  f rom a few locations - Kavieng , Namatanai and 
Labur on New I re l an d  i ts el f . Rural dwe l l ing New Ire lander s  
2 Throughout thi s  chapter thi s  i s l and wi l l  be referre d  
t o  a s  New I re l and , and the province , New Ire l and 
Provinc e . New I re l anders are peopl e  from any part o f  
the provinc e . 
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r arely trave l c a s ually to provinces o ther than Eas t New 
-
Bri ta i n , and have only l imited knowle dg e  o r  information 
about more d i s tant area s . The insular i ty o f  the adults 
means tha t  young people in New I re land vi l l ages know li ttle 
about o ther place s , and prefer to remain wi thin the environ-
ment w i th whi ch they are fami l i a r . 
Al though the low rate o f  out-mi gration f rom New 
Ireland Province may seem to be a d i re ct r e s ponse to thes e  
environmental and s o c i a l  f ac tors ,  the rel ationship i s  much 
l e s s  s traightforward . New I re l and h a s  experienced colonial 
admini s tr at ion for almo s t  1 0 0  year s  - l on g  by P apua New 
Guinea s tandards . Change s  which have taken p lace during 
that time have inf luenced migration b ehaviour in a variety 
o f  ways , and u ltimatel y  New I re l and migration owes more 
to the c o loni al h i sto ry o f  the province than to phy sical 
facto r s . 
The colonial hi s to ry o f  New I re l and Province dates  
from 1 8 7 5 when F i j i an mi s s i onaries  settled at Kal i l  on the 
wes t  coas t ,  three months a fter the Aus tr a l i an Wes leyan 
Methodi s t  Mi s s i on e s tab l ished a centre in  the nearby Duke 
o f  York i sl and s ( Threl fa l l ,  1 9 7 5 : 3 6 ) . Four years later 
the i l l - f ated colony o f  Nouve l le F r ance was s e t  up near 
Cape S t . Geo rge i n  s outhwe s t  New I re l and , but was abandoned 
in 1 8 8 4  a fte r the population h ad been dec imated by malaria ,  
b lackwater fever and dysentery ( B iskup , 1 9 7 4 ) . Whi le 
nei ther o f  the se initial s e ttlements a f fec ted the l ives 
o f  many New I re lander s , the young men who l e ft their wes t  
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coas t vi l l ages to be trained by the Me thodi s t  mi s s ion in 
-
the Duke o f  York i s l ands were probab ly the f i rs t  non-
trad i t i onal migrants from the province . 
During the s ame period , European traders based in the 
Ga z e l l e  penins ul a  o f  New Britain and in  the Duke o f  York 
i s l ands began to vi s i t  New I re l and to buy copr a for the 
German firms of Gode f froys and ,  l a te r , DHPG . 3 They were 
soon f o l l owed by pro fe s s i onal re crui te r s  wi shing to tap 
the New I re l and population as a labo ur force for plantations 
in d i s tant parts of the south Pac i f i c . Thi s  marks the f i r s t  
reco rded l a rge s c a l e  mi gration o f  New Irelande r s . Ini ti al ly 
recrui ts , who came mainly from the s mall  o f f- shore i s lands 
of Lih i r  and Tanga where i t  was easy to make contac t wi th 
4 the peopl e ,  were s ent to Queen s l and and F i j i . After 1 8 8 4 , 
when Germany annexed New Ireland , along wi th the remainder 
o f  the B i s marck Archipel ago and the northern hal f o f  the 
New Guinea mainl and , 5 rec ruiting inten s i f ie d , and mo s t  who 
s i gned on went to German S amoa . The l a s t wo rkers from 
Queens l an d  and Fi j i  returned by 1 8 8 7  ( Car ri s , 1 9 7 3 : 3 4 3 ;  
Rannie ,  1 9 1 2 : 2 5 8 - 2 5 9 ) . 
3 DHPG - Deuts che Hande l s  und Plantenge s e l l s chaft der 
Siidsee- I ns e ln zu Hamburg . 
4 Ove r  7 0  per cent o f  the New I re l and recruits  who l e ft 
during the period 1 8 8 3- 1 8 8 7  were from the se two i s l and 
groups ( Price , 1 9 7 6 : 1 1 6 ) . Rannie ( 1 9 1 2 : 4 6 - 5 5 )  des cr ibes 
labour recrui tment procedure s in  New I re l and in 1 8 8 4 . 
5 During the German col onial period the i sl and groups 
were named as fol l ows : New I r e l and - Neu Me cklenburg ; 
New Bri tain - Neu Pomme rn ;  Duke o f  Yorks - Neu 
Lauenburg . Mainland New Guinea was c a l l e d  
Ka i s e rwi lhe l ms l and . 
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Unti l the end o f  the period o f  Ge rman admini stra tion 
in 1 9 1 4 , New I re l ande r s  continued to leave thei r  province 
as labo ur mi grants . I n  addi tion to German Samoa , they 
wen t  to the new coconut plantations e s tabl i shed in New 
Bri tai n  and mainland New Guinea , and dur i ng the f i rst 
ten year s of Ge rman rul e  they formed over hal f the labourers 
s ent to those areas ( Fi rth ,  1 9 7 3 : 9 8 ,  1 0 8 ) . Some New Ire l and 
women a l so s i gned on , e ither to  work in the plantations 
w i th the ir husbands , or a s  dome s tic servants . There were 
several reasons why New I re l and Province wa s such a s i gni-
f icant area for l abour recrui tment in thi s  early period . 
F i rs t ,  i t  had a rel ative l y  l ar ge popul ation wh ich could 
eas i ly be reached from the s ea , us ing s ma l l  boats in 
addi tion to trading ve s s e l s .  S e condly , unt i l  1 9 0 0  there 
were no plantations in New Ireland , and the New I re l anders 
were , unl ike the Tol a i  of  the Ga z e l l e  Peninsul a , unable 
to obta in trade goods by s e l l ing coconuts to planter s .  
They were the re fore w i l l ing to s i gn on a s  l abour recruits . 
A fter 1 9 0 0  the number o f  New Ireland recruits began 
to dec l ine rel at ive to thos e  from e l sewhere , and by 1 9 1 4  
they accounted for only 2 8  per c ent o f  the total . Thi s  
change i s  a s s o c iated wi th the s e tting up o f  the f i r s t  
German government stati on at Kavieng i n  1 9 0 0 . 6 Thereafter 
New I re landers coul d earn cash o r  trade goods by work ing 
within the i r  own provinc e  on European-owned plantat ions , 
6 Ini tially Nusaha fen , late r  Kaewi eng ,  and fina l l y  
Kavieng . 
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o r  by s e l l ing coconuts to Eur opean o r  Chine se traders . 
-
Cash b ecame a neces s i ty wi th the impos i ti on o f  a head 
tax in 1 9 0 6 , which , a s  Rowl ey ( 1 9 6 5 : 8 7 ) po ints out , 
e f fect ive ly fo rced the people to j oin l abour l ines . The 
con s tr uction o f  the Boluminski Hi ghway , de s igned to l ink 
Kavieng w i th the Namatanai government s tat ion whi ch was 
s et up in 1 9 0 4 , made further heavy demands on their 
labour . The German admi ni s tr ato r , Baron von Bol uminski , 
saw the ro ad a s  a means o f  opening up coas tal New Ireland 
for E uropean c ol on i s ation , and al so as a me thod o f  
' enhanc ing the pac i fi c at ion o f  the nat ives and their 
7 real i s at ion o f  the power o f  the governmen t ' .  All able-
bodied adul ts b e l onging to the tribes through whose 
terri tor y  the road pa s s ed were required to give their 
l abour in l ieu of a government head- tax . 8 F i nal l y , a f ter 
1 9 1 0 , the r ecrui tment o f  women from New I r e l and was banned 
because the population o f  the provinc e  was showing s i gns 
of a s e r i ous dec l i ne in numbe r s . 9 From 1 9 0 7  onwards New 
7 ' Di e  Paz i fi z i erung der E ingeborenen und die Gewohnung 
der s e lben an die Macht der Regierung i s t  dur ch die 
Wegarb e i ten erre icht worden ' ( Bo lumin sk i , 1 9 0 4 : 1 3 3 ) . 
8 The road reached Karu , approximate ly 2 5 0  km from Kavi en g ,  
by 1 9 1 1  ( Ge rman Annual Report , 1 9 1 2/ 1 3 ) , and was finally 
l inke d  to Nama tanai in  1 9 3 5  ( NGAR ,  1 9 3 5 / 3 6 : 11 0 ) . Until  
the c on s truc tion of  the H i gh l ands Hi ghway i n  the 1 9 5 0 s 
i t  was the longes t s tretch o f  veh i c ul a r  road in  the 
countr y . 
9 See below ,  p .  3 4 2 . Governor H ah l , who f inal ly mana ged 
to enforce the laws prohibi ting fema le recruitment i n  
the provinc e , was ma inly i nte res te d  i n  arres tin g popul a­
tion dec l ine so that New I re land woul d have a large 
labour force for future exp l o i tation by E uropeans . He 
was not inter e s ted in the wel fare o f  the New I re land 
rural communi ti e s  themse lves ( F i r th ,  1 9 7 3 : 2 1 7 , 2 3 9 ) . 
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I re l and recr ui ts empl oyed on p l antation s  wi thin the ir 
own province were j oi ne d  by r e c rui ts f rom the Sepik 
provinc e  o f  the New Guinea mainland where government 
control had recently been estab l i shed . Thi s  mark s the 
s tart o f  the province ' s  role a s  a des ti nation for migrants . 
After 1 9 1 4  New I re land Province c ame under Aus tra l ian 
admi ni s tr ation . Labour recrui tment was banned altogether 
for a sho rt time dur i n g  the war ( Rowl ey , 1 9 5 8 : 1 1 9 - 1 2 0 ) , 
but was re sumed by 1 9 2 0 . In 1 9 2 3  o ver 6 0 0 0  New Ire l ander s  
s i gned on a s  i ndenture d  l abourers ( Fi g . 5 . 1 ) . Therea fter 
the number of rec ruits dec l i ne d  and in 1 9 4 0  h ad fal len to 
3 0 0 0 , only 8 . 2  per cent of the total indentured l abour 
force in the Mandated Terri to ry ( NGAR ,  1 9 3 9 /4 0 ) .  Thr ough­
out the s e  inter-war years , mos t  New I re l an d  recrui ts 
worke d  wi thin the i r own province , whe re plantation s were 
e xpanding both in number and s i ze ,  e spec i a l ly in the 
Nama tana i D i s tr ic t  which had been li ttle e xp l o i te d  in  
German times ( Fi g . 5 . 1 ) . D uring the 1 9 3 0 s  o ut-mi gration 
incre ased s l i ghtly for a few yea r s  as the Wau/Bulolo gol d­
fields  were opened up , but s oon de c l i ned once more . 
New I re l anders showed a dec lining intere s t  in  l abour 
migration becau s e  they found that they c ould obtain the 
neces sary trade goods by se l ling their own c oconuts . Few 
o f  them s pec i fically pl anted coconuts a s  a c ash c rop in 
the inter-war period , but a l l  fami l i e s  had a c c e s s  to trees 
ori ginal ly planted for thei r  own cons umption . As the 
advantages o f  thei r  phy s i c al environment , whi ch enabled 
Fig . 5 . 1  
3 3 8  
New Irel and-Born Agreement Labourers , 1 9 2 3 -1 9 4 0  
Population 
i n  1 0 00s 
6 
5 
4 
3 
\ 
\ 
\ ,\ 
\ , \ 
\ / \ 
' .... ... , -- '- -- - -, 
. . .  ,. .. 
\ ,- -... 
\ I 
...... , 
- -..... .... .. , ..._,' ', _ _ _ _ 
1 92 5  1 9 3 0  
Total 
Worki n g  i n  New I reland 
Work ing in  other provinces 
1 93 5  1 940 Yea r  
( Sourc e : NGAR , 1 9 2 3 - 1 9 4 0 . )  
3 3 9 
them to produc e  copra at any time o f  the year wi th li ttle 
e ffort , were rea l i sed , few men opte d  for plan tation work 
a s  an al ternative . Thi s  attitude per s i s ts up to the 
present . New Ireland p l antations have been forced to re ly 
increas i ngly on l abour imported from the S epik , Madang ,  
Morobe , and , a fter 1 9 5 0 , the h i gh l ands pro vince s . 
The Second Wor l d  War ,  d uring whi ch al l parts o f  New 
I re l and Province e xcept for the remote S t . Matth i a s  
1 0  group were o c cupi e d  by the Japanese for three years , 
i nterrupted the s low deve lopment o f  cash cropping in rura l 
area s , and out-mi gration from the province virtua lly 
halted . Sma l l  compani e s  o f  Japanes e  forces were based in 
mos t  of the main vi l l ages on the east c oa s t of New Ire land . 
Many New Irelande rs were forced to remain to produc e  extra 
food fo r the so ldiers , b ut o ther s  di sappeared into the 
inter i o r  where they pre ferred to l i ve in temporary she lte rs  
r ather than run the r isk o f  being killed i n  Al lied air 
a ttacks on coa s ta l  s i te s . By the e nd o f  the war , many 
c o as ta l  vil lages and coconut p l antation s , b e l on ging to 
both the vi l lagers and e xpatr i ate s ettler s , were de stroyed . 
The total compens ation pa id for war damage came to over 
£ 1 0 0  O O O  ( NGAR , 1 9 4 8 / 4 9 ) . 
After the war , vi l l a ge r s  c oncentr ated on replanting 
the i r  own coconuts , and worked on the repair and recon-
s truction o f  Kavieng , the commerc i al plan tations , and the 
1 0  Emir a  i s l and was an Amer i c an air base , used dur ing the 
f i gh ting i n  Bouga invi l le and the Solomon i s lands . 
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Bo luminski Hi ghway . Labour rec rui tment s tarted again in 
1 9 4 8 ,  but few New I re l ande r s  s i gned on and the province 
was c lo s e d  for rec ruitment to other provi nces in 19 5 3 .  
Howeve r , a s  a greement labour mi gration cea se d ,  other 
far-reaching changes c aused a new type of New I re land 
mi gration to deve lop . In 1 9 4 8 the government s chool at 
Utu , whi ch had been o pened in the l a te 1 9 2 0 s , re-opene d  
for the expres s  purpose o f  training young New Ire l ande rs 
as c l e rk s , agricul tura l  o f f icers and , especi a l ly , pr imary 
s chool teachers . Mos t  o f  the f i r s t  pos t-war s tudents 
from Utu continue d  f ur ther training in Rabaul , and then 
returned to New I r e l and . By 1 9 5 3  there we re s ix rural 
pr ima ry s chool s  s ta f fe d  parti a l ly by New I rel ande r s , and 
o the r youn g  people were i nvolve d  in s e tti ng up c o-operative 
trading soci e ti e s  to c o -ordinate the marketing o f  copra 
from rur al areas . 1 1  Thereafter both educ a tion and cash 
c ropping spread r apidly . Tod ay New Ire lande r s  have one 
1 2  o f  the h i ghes t provinci a l  l i teracy leve l s  i n  the country 
and mos t  youn g  people can attend primary s chool within 
easy reach of  thei r  home . Wi th five h i gh s chool s  for a 
popula ti on o f  on ly 6 0  o o o , 1 3  New I re l anders h ave a better 
chance o f  h i ghe r educ ation than the people o f  mo s t  other 
11 NINSA - New I re land Native Societi e s  As s o c i ation -
was s e t  up for thi s  purpos e  in 1 9 5 1 . 
1 2  In 1 9 7 1 ,  5 4  per cent o f  New I re l and born men had been 
to schoo l , compare d  wi th a national ave ra ge o f  3 2  per 
cent ( see p .  1 2 5 ) . 
1 3  In 1 9 7 5  S imbu had four for 1 6 0  O O O  people , whi le 
Ea s tern H i ghl ands had three fo r 2 30 O O O . 
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province s .  The p rovince produce s far more educated young 
people than it  can empl oy , and many mus t move to other 
pro vinces to find work . Educated New I re l ander s now hold 
pro fe s s i onal and ski l le d  pos i ti ons throughout all re gions 
o f  Papua New Guinea .  
Whi le some New Ire l ande r s  acqui red ski l l s  which led 
them to mig rate , the ma j ority of the p opul ation ach ieved 
only l imi ted li teracy and became involved wi th cash 
c ro pp i ng . Vi l l age copra production increa s e d  wi th the 
co-operative movement , and many men p l ante d  coconuts 
spec i f ic a l ly a s  a cash crop . When copr a  dri e r s  were 
i ntro duc e d , peopl e  were ab le to proce s s  the i r  own c rop , 
and thus make gre ater pro fi ts than c ould be obtained from 
s e l l in g  whole nut s . From 1 9 5 7 ,  c a sh cropp i n g  has been 
dive r s i f i ed in some areas wi th the introduct i on o f  coco a , 
co f fe e , vegetab les ,  and more recentl y , ca ttle and rice . 
Although few vil l a ge r s  own s uf f i cient coconuts o r  o ther 
cash crops to e arn h i gh income s , they s ee m  to find that 
cash croppi ng provides a preferable al ternative to un­
ski l le d  wage l abour , e i ther on nei ghbouri n g  pl antations 
or in o ther province s .  Hence few New Ire l ande rs wi th 
l imi ted s cho o l i n g  o r  s ki l l  become mi gr ants , and the l ar ge 
employe r s  o f  uns k i l led l abour in the province have to 
r ely on New Guinea main landers . New I re l and ' s  out­
migr ants , who in 1 9 7 1  accounted for only about nine per 
cent o f  the population born in the provinc e  ( see Chapte r  2 )  , 
are nearly a l l  h i gh ly ski l led . 
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Two o ther aspe c ts o f  New I re l and ' s  c o l onial hi s tory 
have indirectly a f fe c ted mi gration . Fir s t ,  the New Ire l and 
born population s uf fered chroni c  de cl ine during the fi rs t  
8 0  years o f  co lonial s e ttlement , and s e cond ly , the colon i al 
admini str ato r s  forced al l inl and dwe l l in g  tr ibe s on New 
I re l and to s e ttle on coas tal s i te s , in nuc leated settl ements . 
The dec l ine in the indi genous population of New 
I re land , whi ch was noted as early as 1 9 0 0 , was c ause d  by 
l abour recrui tment , and the spre ad o f  d i s e a s e  by re turned 
mi gr ants . Both men and wome n  were re crui ted a s  p lantation 
l aboure r s , and thus the norma l l y  hi gh mas c ul in i ty of the 
non-mi grant popul ation ( Fi rth , 1 9 7 3 : 2 1 0 ) increa se d , and 
c onseq uently the fert i l ity r ate decre as ed . Re turned 
l aboure r s  s p read venereal diseas e s , in particular gono rrhoea , 
and a s  a re s ul t  many men and women became s te r i l e . The 
German a dmini s tr ation was aware o f  the se p rob lems , but had 
1 4  n o  ac cur ate data , and was unwi l l in g  to a dmi t tha t  recruit-
ment was mainly to b lame . Dr Hof fman ' s  s urvey , conduc ted 
in 1 9 1 2  s pec i f i c a l ly to e xamine the evidence for population 
dec l ine , found tha t  i n  northern New I re l and v i l l age s  the 
death rate was almos t three time s  the b i rth r ate . He 
attributed thi s  primar i ly to d i s ease s , e spec i al ly dysentry , 
1 4  The f i r s t  he ad counts were made in vi l l age s at  the 
nor thern end o f  New Irel and in 1 9 0 0 , but a s  
Boluminski hims e l f  wro te , the problems o f  enumerating 
a people who s pent part o f  their time near the c oas t 
and part o f  the i r  time in land were formi dable ( 1 9 0 4 : 
1 6 6 )  • 
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mal ar i a ,  pneumoni a  and venereal disease , whi ch caus ed 
hi gh mor tal i ty and low ferti l i ty ( Ho f fman , 1 9 1 3 ) . He was 
no t w i l l in g  to re cogni se that the se di seas e s  had been 
s pre ad through mi gration as s o ci ate d  with l abour recrui tment . 
Dur ing the F i r s t  Wor l d  War the New Ireland bo rn popu­
l ation was f ur ther dec i mate d  by malnutri ti o n  through 
famine , and by a dysente ry epidemic ( Chinnery , 1 9 2 9 : 3 7 ) . 
The rea fter i t  c ontinued to decreas e . In 1 9 2 1 , i t  was e s ti ­
mated that there were approximate ly 3 9  O O O  people i n  the 
province , 5 0 0 0  fewer than in 1 9 14 . The dec li ne in the 
inte r-war yea r s  was s low b ut s te ady ( Fi g .  5 . 2 ) , due to the 
continui n g  problem o f  venere al di s e as e , and a l ow b i r th 
r ate b ecause there wer e  relative ly few wome n o f  chi l d­
bearing age . Chinnery ' s  s urvey o f  the vil l a ge s  on the 
e as t c o as t  o f  New I r e l and b e tween Kavieng and Karu showed 
that in  1 9 2 9  only about 2 7  per cent o f  the popul a ti on were 
chi l dren , and that the number o f  s urviving children per 
frui tful woman was on ly 1 . 7  ( 19 2 9 : 3 2 , 3 6 ) . Apart from 
venereal d i s ease , whi ch he also saw as the main caus e , he 
b lamed poor med i c al fac i l i ti es and apathy and l o s s o f  
inte re s t  fol lowing mis s ion i ntervention i n  tradi tional 
c us toms . Dr  Hol l and , the government medic al o ff i cer from 
Kavieng ,  confi rmed these findi n gs two years l ater , and 
recommended the e s t ab l ishment o f  a heal th centre between 
Kavieng and Namatan ai , and the introduc tion o f  new crops 
to supplement the normal sub s i s tence s tapl e s  ( Chinnery 1 
1 9 5 l : Appendi x 2 ) . Howeve r noth ing was done , and by the 
time o f  the Japan e s e  inva s i on the popul ation was around 
3 7  5 0 0 . 
F i g . 5 . 2  
Popu l ation 
3 4 4  
New Ireland -Born Popul ation , 
1 9 1 4 - 1 9 7 2  
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Few New I re l anders were k i l led as a re sul t  of Japane s e  
1 1 . d . 1 5  b d . h 
-
o r  A i e  ac tion , ut ur 1ng t e war many people had no 
acce s s to medi cal s uppl ies  and there were severe food 
h h l t  d . h ' h . f l '  1 6  d s o r ta ge s . T e se res u  e in i g  in ant morta i ty an 
in 1 9 4 9 , the enumerated popul ation was below 3 5  O O O  
( Fi g . 5 . 2 ) . A s erie s o f  spe c i al patro l s  was conduc ted 
a ro und thi s  time by Downs ( Tabar , 1 9 4 8 ) , Chinne ry ( Eas t 
Coa s t ,  New I re l and , 1 9 50 )  and Scragg ( Ti gak , Tabar ,  1 9 4 8 -
5 3 ) . All showed that the popula tion had a c omparative ly 
s mall  number o f  chi ld ren , o r  women o f  chi ld-b e ar ing age , 
and Sc ragg 1 s intens i ve inve s ti gation revealed that the 
main c aus e o f  s te ri l i ty i n  both men and women was gonorrhoea 
( 19 5 7 )  . In 1 9 5 1  the popul ation reached an al l - time l ow o f  
3 3  5 0 0 . 
During the las t 2 0  years the trend has reversed , and 
the populati on has increased rapidly . In 1 9 6 0  i t  reache d 
the 1 9 2 2  level and by 1 9 6 7  i t  e xceede d  the 1 9 1 4  e s timate s . 
In 1 9 7 3  the DDA cen s us e s  e s timate the New Ireland born 
popul ation to be gre ater than 5 5  O O O ( Fi g . 5 . 2 ) . Thi s  
chan ge i s  attributed to i mproved med i ca l  f ac i l i tie s in 
general , and the wide spread use of penic i l l in wh ich b rought 
gonorrhoeal i n fec tion s under control (Ring and Scrag g  , 
1 5  Chinne ry s tate s  that i n  vil lages b e tween Kavieng and 
Karu on ly 1 2 7  people died in the fi gh ti n g  ( 1 9 5 1 : 
Append i x  4 )  . 
1 6  O lder adul ts s ti l l  des cr ibe how they use d  to carry thei r  
chi ldren sec retly from the b ush to the coas t a t  n i ght to 
wa sh them in the sea and heal the i r  s o re s . Much o f  the 
inter ior , whe re they were hiding , is a l mo s t  waterl es s .  
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1 9 7 3 : 9 4 ) . The age- struc ture o f  the popu l a t ion has al so 
changed dramati cal ly . In 1 9 5 0  o nly 2 7  per c ent o f  the 
Tigak population and 2 3  per c ent o f  the Tabar po pulation 
were c h i ldren ( Scragg , 1 9 5 7 : 1 2 0 ) , but in 1 9 7 2 4 3  per cent 
o f  New Ir elande r s  were below the a ge o f  1 6 . Van de Kaa 
found tha t the New Irel and1 7  bi r th rate in  1 9 6 6  was be tween 
4 5  and 5 0  per thousand , the s econd h ighe s t  in the country , 
and that pari ty for women aged betwee n  4 0  a nd 4 9  was 5 . 0 
( 1 9 7 1 : 1 7 6 -1 8 3 ) . 1 8  The mo rtal i ty r ate was a round only 1 2  
per thousand ( van d e  Kaa , 1 9 7 1 : 1 3 5 - 1 3 9 ) .  My e s timate s 
ba sed o n  data f rom the 1 9 7 1  c ensus s how that nei th er o f  
the s e  rates have changed s i gnif i c antly , and that the popu­
lation o f  the prov ince i s  s t i l l  i ncreas ing very rapidly . 1 9  
The annual rate o f  increase o f  the New Ireland born popul a-
tion duri ng the inter- c ensal period is 3 . 8  per c ent , con-
siderab l y  h igher than the national average o f  2 . 5  per c ent . 
The l o ng per iod o f  popul ation decl i ne may have 
affecte d  the New I r el and a tt i tude toward s  out-migra tion . 
Vil lagers are s ti l l  c ons cious o f  the time when there were 
few chi ldren , and expr e s s  concern i f  their young peopl e 
want to l eave i n  great number s . They fee l  tha t  a l l  but 
17 Th e f igur e s  which h e  gives include Manu s and Bougainv il l e  
a s  wel l  a s  New Ireland . 
1 8  Ri ng ( 1 9 7 4 : 4 - 5 ) sugges ts that fert i l i ty r ates have a l so 
i ncrea s ed b ec au se o f  social factor s ,  such a s  women 
accompanyi ng the ir husbands if they migr a te , or the 
relaxation o f  pos t- partum taboos . 
1 9  Thes e es tima te s , l ike tho s e  o f  v an de Kaa , were made 
us i ng tec hniques developed by Br as s ( se e  Bra s s  e t  a l . , 
1 9 6 8 : Ch .. 3 )  . 
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the mos t  h i ghly s k i l led ( who , in o rder to us e their 
qual i f i ca tion s , mus t mi grate ) should s tay a t  home to 
mai nta in and con tinue to bui l d  up the population , s o  that 
the re is  no  threa t  of  fur ther dec line in the future . 
Admini s tr ation o f fi c i al s  have fos tered thi s  attitude , 2 0  
regardl e s s  o f  whe the r they were in vi l la ge s  near the 
Bo lumi nski H i ghway where the dec l ine was parti cularly 
marked , o r  i n  o ther re gions s uch a s  D j aul i s land where 
the popula tion has increased s te ad i ly throughout the 
enti re period . Today s ome vi l la ge s  c l o se to Kavieng show 
s i gns o f  i mpending l and shortage be cause o f  the h i gh rate 
o f  population growth , the ab sorption o f  vi l l a ge land by 
the town , and the e s tab l i s hment of settlements by mi grants 
f rom mainl and New Gui nea . S imi lar shor tages c ould o c c ur 
in o ther parts o f  the Kavien g d i s tr ic t ,  and in  s ome o f  
the smal ler o ff - s ho re i s l an d s , and may e ventua l ly le ad to 
mi gration in re spons e  to l ack o f  l and . 
Res e t tlement o f  former inland- dwe l l e r s  in  coas tal 
are as , which took place under both the German and 
Aus tral i an admin i s trat ions , has decreas ed the s i ze o f  
the ter r i to ry which c an b e  e f fe c tively exp l o i ted for 
a gr i c ul ture , and , a s  no ted earl ier ,  has c re ated po tential 
l and s ho r tage whi ch may in future re s ul t  i n  o ut-mi gration . 
2 0  In the l a te 1 9 5 0 s  c omments from p atro l repor ts include 
the fol lowing : ' Nine o ut o f  2 3  vi l l ages have an 
ave rage s i z ed f amil y  o f  two or o ver , which i s  very 
good for New I r e l and ' ( NP R ,  4/ 5 7- 5 8 ) , o r , ' Over the 
pas t  ten mon ths there h as been a natural inc rease o f  
3 . 3 per cent whi ch can b e  re garded as very sati s fac tory • 
{ Ka PR , 4/ 5 9 -6 0 )  . 
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Tod ay i n  New I re l and , the only inte rior se ttlement lies  
on the Lel e t  plateau . Moreove r , these coas tal s e ttle-
ments are in cons tant touch with the outs i de world through 
p ro xi mi ty to the road s y s tem, and a s  a res ul t  the f low o f  
informa t ion ha s i nc re as ed . Thi s  has ce rtainly caused 
gre ater popul ati on mob i l i ty ,  if not a c tual o ut-mi gration . 
Res ettlement has a l s o  a ffec ted the spati al  di s tribution 
o f  tradi tional short-d i s tance marri a ge mi gration . Prior 
to re s ettlement New Irelande r s  l i ved in d i s persed haml e ts , 
as exogamous l ineage groups on the i r  own land . Tradi tional 
mar ria ge mi gr ation wa s a short di stance inte r -haml e t  
movement . Fol lowing re s e ttlement , l ineage groups were 
encouraged . to form large nuc leate d  vi l l a ges , and tradi-
tional migra tion the re a f ter was le s s  important than pre-
vious ly becaus e  marri a ge took place w i th in the vi l lage . 
The concentration o f  s e ttlement was part i c ul ar l y  marked 
when vi l lages h ad to be reb u i l t  a f ter the S econd World War . 
In mor e  recent times many s ettlement s  have b e come more 
dispe r sed as people a re l es s  dependent on the ' go vernment 
centre ' ( exempl i f ied by the re s t-hous e ,  now lar ge l y  in 
2 1  d i s us e )  / and former pattern s  have be gun t o  reappear . 
2 1  See Powdermaker ( 1 9 3 3 ) , C l ay ( 1 9 7 2 ) , Lew i s  ( 1 9 6 9 )  / 
P r i tchard ( 1 9 5 6 ) . In 1 9 2 9  Le su vi l l a ge had 1 5  hamlets 
s tre tching for o ve r  f i ve km along the eas t coas t o f  
New I re l and ( Powermaker ,  1 9 3 3 : 31 ) , but i n  1 9 5 4  i t  c on­
s i s te d  o f  two nucle ated vil lage s , centred on the Roman 
Catho l i c  and Me thodi s t  Mis s i ons and c over ing a much 
sma l l e r  area ( Lewi s , 1 9 6 9 : 2 8 - 3 5 ) . C lay ( 19 7 2 : 5 1 )  
des cr ibe s how Pinik i nd u  vi l l age reverted from the 
nuc leate d to the forme r dispersed haml e t  pattern in 
re c en t  time s , and the s ame proce s s  has taken place in 
one o f  the s urvey v i l l age s - Kas e lok/Putput . Another 
survey vi l l age , Fatmi l ak , i s  s ti l l  nucl e ated , and appa­
rently has the s ame appearance as when Pri tchard vis i ted 
i t  i n  19 5 6  ( 1 9 5 6 : 10 ) . 
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A f inal indire c t  i n f l uenc e  o f  c o l on ia l i sm on mi gra-
tion i s  that becaus e  o f  the spread of cash cropp ing ,  men 
are no longer wi l ling to adhere s tr i c tly to matr i-uxori local 
rules o f  se ttlement . Many men now bring thei r  wives to 
l ive in their own vi l lages , and buy land for the ir 
chi ldren by c us tomary payments ( Lomas , 1 9 7 4 : 1 3 0 ) . 
THE NEW I RELAND S URVEY VILLAGES 
The rural s urvey in New Ireland was conducte d  in four 
s i te s  s e l ec ted , l ike thos e  in S imbu , as a purpo s i ve s ampl e  
based on acce s s  t o  Kavieng and general location w i thin New 
I re l and Province . At three s ite s , two ad j oining vi l l age s 
were i nc luded because a s ingle vi l l age wa s too s mall  to 
produce the requi red s ample o f  approximately 1 0 0  adul ts . 2
2 
Three vi l l ages l i e  on the co as t o f  New I re l and whi le the 
fourth i s  on D j aul i s land ( Fi g . 5 . 3 ) . Each i s  in a 
d i f ferent l inguis tic group - Ti gak ( Ka s e lok/Putput) ; 
Nal i k  ( Fatmi l ak ) ; Patpatar ( Bom/Ratabu ) ; Tiang ( Pi l iwa/ 
Lapai } . They vary in o ther characte r i s ti c s  s uch as popula-
tion s truc ture , education , and h i s tory o f  deve lopment ,  and 
repre s ent regional divers ities  with i n  the p rovince . The s e  
fac to r s  to ge ther h e l p  to e xp l a i n  the d i f ferences in  the 
migration experi enc e s  o f  their inhab i tants . 
2 2  To avo id conf us ion ,  e ach s i te is  re ferred to a s  a 
v i l lage , but where two vi l l ages a re incl ude d ,  the 
double name i s  used . 
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Acces s  and Loca tion 
The cos t of reaching Kavieng from the s e  vi l lages 
ran ge s  from 20  toe a  { Kaselok/Putput) to KS . S O ( Bom/Ratabu)  
2 3  ( Tab le S . l ) . However mere co s t  doe s  no t adequa tely 
indicate how acc e ss ible the vi l l ages are . The mo s t  acce s s -
ib le vi l l age i s  Kase lok/Putput , a s e ttlement o f  about S O  
househo lds s trung o ut ove r  e i gh t  k m  o f  the al l-weather 
Bol umi ns k i  Hi ghway , appro xi mate ly l S  km south-east o f  
Kavi en g . The main r oad , whi ch c uts through the vi l l age , 
carri e s  h eavy d ai ly tr af fic at  thi s  point , and vi l lager s 
can always reach town , e i ther with friends o r  in the truck 
belon ging to the vi l la ge coun c i l lo r . Fatmi l ak a l s o  l i e s  
c l o s e  to the Boluminski H i ghway , b ut over 1 2 0  k m  from 
Kavi e ng . Thus cas ua l  vis i ts to town o c c ur i n frequently , 
a s  the j ourney takes  from three to four hours . Moreo ver , 
the road c a rr i e s  a much s mal ler amount o f  tra f f i c  at  thi s  
point , and doe s  not pas s  dir e ctly through the vil lage . I t  
makes l e s s  impac t  o n  vi l l age l i fe than i t  doe s  at  Kase l ok/ 
P utput whe re e veryone knows the dri ve r  of almo s t  every 
c ar that pas se s , a nd gree ts him accordingly . Bo th Fatmi lak 
and Kas e l ok/Putput are frequently vi s i ted by trade vans 
run by the Chinese s tores in Kavieng ,  from whi ch the 
vi l la ge rs a re abl e  to buy bread and o th er peri shable s a s  
wel l a s  tinned foods . 
2 3  Pri ce s  e f fe c ti ve January to May 1 9 7 6 . 
Ac c e s s ( K )  
Migr a t ion 
Abs en t  Pop . ( % )  
Non-Mi gra n t  ( % )  
Yea r s  Out/A l l  
Yea r s  ( % )  
PoEu lation - Res ident 
% 0 - 1 4  
% 1 5 - 4 4  
% 4 5 +  
Dependenc y  Rat io 
Ma s c u l ini ty Ratio 
Popu la t i o n  - Ab sent 
% 0 - 1 4  
% 1 5 -4 4  
% 4 5 +  
Dependency Ratio 
Mas c u l i ni ty Ratio 
Popu l at i o n  Dens i ty 
P e r s ons/S q . Km 
Educa t ion - Re s i d e n t s  
( Adu l t s ) 
% None 
% P idg in/Ve rnacular 
% Pr imary 
% S e condary + 
Chi ld ren 5 +  a t  
S choo l ( % )  
Edu ca tion - Ab s e n t e e s  
( Adu l t s ) 
% None 
% Pidgin/Ve r nacular 
% Pr imary 
% S ec onda r y  + 
3 5 2  
TABLE 5 . 1  
V ILLAGE CHARAC TER I S T I C S  
Ka s e lok/Putput 
2 0 t  
2 2 . 0  
1 4 . 6  
4 3 . 0  
2 3 9  
5 2  
2 9  
1 9  
2 . 4  
1 . 1  
9 4  
1 7  
8 0  
3 
0 . 3  
1 .  2 
5 . 9  
2 2  
4 7  
2 5  
6 
7 3  
5 
9 
2 7  
5 9  
F a tm i l ak 
I\ 1 .  0 0  
3 4 . 0  
2 3 . 3  
4 9 . 0  
1 7 9  
4 8  
2 8  
2 4  
2 . 6  
1 . 1  
8 9  
1 7  
7 7  
7 
0 . 3  
1 .  3 
5 . 8  
3 9  
3 4  
1 8  
9 
7 2  
4 
1 1  
2 2  
6 3  
Sourde : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
Bom/Ra t a bu P i l iwa/Lapa i 
K 5 . 5 0 K 2 . 0 0 
2 4 . 0  2 9 . 0  
2 0 . 8  1 5 . 3  
5 3 . 0  4 8 . 0  
2 2 2  3 5 3  
4 6  5 7  
3 2  2 9  
2 2  1 4  
2 . 0  2 . 5  
1 .  2 1 .  2 
1 0 3 1 0 0  
5 1 0  
9 2  9 0  
3 -
0 . 1  0 . 1  
1 .  5 1 . 4  
5 . 7  1 0 . 0  
3 7  2 3  
3 0  2 2  
2 7  4 2  
6 1 3  
6 4  7 3  
2 -
2 1  4 
3 5  2 4  
4 2  7 1  
3 5 3 
The other two vi l l ages are much more i s o lated . 
Bom/ Ra tabu l i e s  approximately one hour ' s  dri ve beyond 
Nama tanai , on a s econdary ro ad whi ch i s  some time s  impas sable 
dur i n g  the wet s ea son . He nce a one-way tr ip to Kavieng by 
road tak e s  abo ut seven hours . In fac t ,  Bom/ Ratabu peopl e  
rare ly g o  t o  Kavieng b ecaus e  Namatanai o ffers a sur-
pri s ingly wide range o f  servi ces for a di s tr i c t centre -
s e ve r al s to re s , who lesale faci l i ti es , and a depo t for the 
Copra Marke ting Board ( CMB ) . Forme r ly they trave l l ed to 
Raba ul , us ing s h ips  whi ch cal l e d  to c o l l e c t  copra from 
p l an tations near the vil l age but thi s  traff i c  ha s decl ined 
w i th the opening o f  the N amatanai depo t .  
P i l iwa/Lapa i  people can reach Kavieng o r  any o ther 
l o c a tion o f f  D j aul i s l an d  only by sea . The two vi l lage s  
l i e  c lo s e  to the shores o f  the lagoon i n  F i s ch er Harbour , 
near the s ou th-eas tern tip o f  the i s l and , and be fore 1 9 7 1  
could b e  re ached on ly b y  cano e s  whi ch could trave r s e  the 
fringing coral ree f . Now , b ecause Aus tral i an Navy pe r-
s onne l have b l as ted a pas s age through the ree f ,  bo th 
government trawlers and copra bo ats can anchor c l o s e to 
the shore . The government boat norma l ly c a l l s  every month 
and trans po rts hospi ta l  patients and o f f i ci al vi s i tors . 
Copra boats cal l on demand , wheneve r  the i s l anders have 
accumu lated a ful l load for sale , and a lways take several 
e xtra pas s engers back to Kavieng . Canoe s  wi th o ut-board 
2 4  motor s  p ly backwards and forwards i rregul arly , and are 
2 4  The s e  large c anoe s , c a l l ed m a n , are s a i d  by Parkinson 
( 1 9 0 7 : 2 7 9 )  to have been introduced into New I re l and from 
the Buk a  re gion o f  North Solomons Provinc e . 
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the p re ferre d  means o f  transport because they are fas te r , 2 5  
and a l s o  becau s e  they are vi l la ge -owned and w i l l  the re fo re 
be re turn ing . People who use the other type s o f  ves se l  
are l i ab l e  to be s tr anded inde finite ly i n  Kavien g .  I n  the 
c as e  o f  P i l iwa/Lapai , cos t  i s  cer tainly no t a good indi-
c ator o f  ac ce s s  bec ause o f  the irre gul ari ty o f  the transport . 
Kavi eng i s  the urban centre for three o f  the four 
vi l l age s , Kas e l ok /P utput , Fatmi l ak and Pi l iwa/Lapai . 
Be caus e o f  the l ack o f  o ther deep water harbour s and air-
s trips , mos t  sea and ai r route s conne c ting d i f ferent parts 
o f  the p rovince terminate i n  Kavieng . Howeve r Nama tana i  
h as a dire c t  a i r  l i nk with Rabaul , and a s  the cen sus da ta 
s howed ( Chap te r  2 )  , the s outh e rn h al f o f  New I r e l and , and 
hence Bom/ Ratabu , tends to come into Rabaul ' s  sphere o f  
inf l uenc e . Thi s  app l i e s  e ven to mas s  med i a  c ommun i cation 
as peopl e  in  tha t  area c an only hear radi o  from Eas t New 
Bri tai n . 
Prob lems o f  me asuring acce s s make i t  d i f ficult to 
examine the re lationship be tween acces s  and mi grati on 
behaviour . The mos t  acces s ib l e  vi l lage , Kas e lok/Putput , 
doe s h ave the lowes t  l e ve l  o f  mi gra tion e xperience on each 
of the three s c al es o f  mea s urement ( Tab le 5 . 1 ) . The people 
o f  Bom/Ratabu , the v i l lage l eas t acce s s ib l e  to Kavieng , 
have i n  the pas t been h i gh ly mi gratory , al though the 
2 5  A smal l copra boat takes approximate ly seven hours to 
re ach Kavie ng , whi le a c anoe can trave l in three hour s . 
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vi l l age c urrently ha s a low rate o f  abs ente e i sm .  On the 
bas i s  o f  pas t experience , low acce s sibi l i ty i s  he re re lated 
to h i gh out-mi gration . Howeve r ,  on thi s  s c an ty e vidence 
we canno t de fini te ly c onc l ude that the inverse rel ationship 
between ac ces s  and mi gration , already di s cus sed fo r Sirnbu 
26 ( s ee p .  2 3 6 )  and noted for o ther par ts o f  the country , 
ope r ate s . Further evidence is  needed . 
Popula ti on 
The enumerated populations o f  thes e  four vi l l ages in 
1 9 7 6  range f rom 1 7 9  ( Fatmi l ak )  to 3 5 3 ( Pi l iwa/Lapai ) 
2 7  ( Tabl e  5 . 1 ) . I n  every v i l lage almo s t  hal f the popul ation 
comp ri s e s  chi l dren under 1 5  yea rs of a ge , and a s i gni fican t  
p ro portion a r e  people over the a ge o f  4 5 . All dependency 
rati o s  a re h i gh ,  and reach a maximum o f  2 . 6  in Fatmi l ak . 2 8  
F ig .  5 . 4  s hows tha t  the 1 5  to 2 9  a ge gro up s  are sma l l  in 
every vi l l age , e specially i n  Fatmil ak and Kas elok/Putput . 
The s e  charac teri s ti c s  a re marked fo r both s exes , but 
gener a l ly more so among men , al though Fatmi lak has only 
three youn g  women in the i r  twenti es . Al l v i l l a ges not only 
have a h i gh p e rc entage of o l d  people , but in every case 
26  See , for e xampl e ,  Lea and Weinand , 1 9 7 1 ; S a l i s bury , 
1 9 6 2 ;  Youn g ,  1 9 7 3b .  
2 7  Enume r ation o f  Kase lok/Putput , Fatmi l ak and Bom/Ratabu 
i s  almo s t  c omp l e t e , and thes e  fi gure s  are the de fa c t o 
populations o f  the census uni t s  thems e lve s . In P i liwa/ 
Lapai the enume ra te d  population i s  that o f  the beach 
s e t tlements only ; s cattered lineage g ro up s  l iving in 
the interior are e xc lude d . 
2 8  The national dependency r atio in 1 9 7 1  was 1 . 4 .  
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s ome o f  thes e  o l d  people are ove r  7 0 , and c an remember 
inc idents from the period o f  German admini s tration, such 
as the con s truc tion of the Boluminski H i ghway . Thi s  
re f l e c ts the hi gh l i fe e xpec tancy whi ch i s  apparent from 
the 1 9 7 1  cens us data on New Ire l and . 2 9  Men o ut-numbe r  
women in eve ry vi l la ge , and the mas c ul i ni ty rati o s  are 
c lo s e  to , or s l i gh tly above , the national ave r age o f  1 . 1  
( Tabl e  5 . 1 ) . 
These dependency and mas culinity rati o s  sugge s t  that 
mi gration from the New Ire l and vi l la ge s  is  h i ghly age 
s e l e c tive , but not s o  hi gh ly s e x  s el e ctive . Ove r three-
qua r te r s  o f  the abs entee s are between the age s  o f  1 5  and 
4 4 , and in c onsequence the dep endency r atio s  for abs entees 
3 0  are very low . More than 6 0  per cent o f  the d e  jure  popu-
lation b e tween 15 and 2 4  are currently away f rom the ir 
home vi l lages . The contr a s t  in age s tructure b e tween 
the re s ident and abs entee popul ations come s  o ut s trong ly 
in F i g . 5 . S ( a ) . Al though men outnumber women among 
absente e s , mas culini ty ratios are cons i de r ab ly lower than 
amongs t abs en te e s  from the S imbu vi l l ages where in two 
vi l l a ge s  over twi ce a s  many men as women are away 
( Tabl e  4 . 1 ) . The mas c ul ini ty ratios for abs entee s from 
the four New I r e land vi l l ages are c lo s e  to thos e  for New 
I re land out-mi grants a s  a whole in 1 9 7 1  ( Chapte r  2 )  . 
2 9  Mal e s  5 2 - 5 7 ;  fema l e s  5 5 - 6 0 . Over 9 0  per cent o f  
chi l dren s urvive t o  exact a g e  two , c ompared wi th 7 9  
per cent i n  S imbu . 
3 0  As was note d  e arl i e r , the definition o f  an abs entee 
use d  in thi s  s urvey probably res ul te d  i n  under-enumera­
tion o f  the chi l dren ( Chapter 4 ,  p .  2 3 9 ) . 
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Hi gh dependency r atios in re s ident popul ations may 
a l s o  be due to pre vi ous ly low fertil i ty ( s ee above , p .  3 4 3 ) . 
C rude pari ty for the main chi ldbearing age group ( 2 0 - 4 4 ) 
in  each v i l lage ranges from 2 . 6  in Bom/Ratabu to 4 . 9  in 
Fatmi l ak .  For women now beyond the chi ldb earing age 
( 4 5  and o ver ) , i t  re ache s 7 . 0 in P i l iwa/Lapai , and in 
every vi l l a ge except Fatmil ak it e xc e e ds that o f  younger 
women . Thi s  i s  to b e  expec ted s ince many o f  the younger 
women wi l l  bear more chi ldren be fore reaching the end o f  
thei r  reproduc tive per iod . The Fatmi lak f i gure s ugge s ts 
that i n  that vi l la ge the fer ti l i ty rate in  the pre- 1 9 5 0  
per i o d  was extr eme ly l ow . Forty per cent o f  the Fatmi l ak 
women a ge d . 4 5  and ove r  have never had chi ldren , whi le 
only five per cent o f  the c o rr esponding cohor ts in Kas e l ok/ 
Putput and none in P i l iwa/Lapai are chi ld le s s . S ter i l i ty 
amongs t women who mi ght have had children in the 1 9 4 0 s  and 
e ar ly 1 9 5 0 s  mus t p ar t i al ly exp l ain the smal l s i ze o f  the 
1 5  to 2 9  a ge group i n  Fatmi l ak , and hence the hi gh 
dependency ratio s . 
Vi l lagers exp res s conce rn about the uneven age­
s tructure o f  the i r  commun i ties . I n  bo th Fatmi l ak and 
Kas e l ok/Putput they are part i c ularly worr ied about the 
age in g  o f  the i r  popul ations , and the d i f f ic ul ti es o f  main­
taining hous e s , harve s ting cash crops and general ly caring 
for the o l d . The i r  wor ri e s  s tem from the pre vi o us period 
o f  popul ation d e c l ine because vi l l agers  fore s ee that i f  
the youn g  people a l l  le ave , the number o f  young chi l dren 
3 6 0  
i s  bound to drop once more . In Fatmi l ak the mothe rs o f  
ove r h a l f  the chi l dren born wi thin the two years precedin g  
the s u rvey were in the 4 0  to 4 4  age group , so i n  that 
· 11 1 h . . . f . d 3 1  v 1  age a t  eas t t e s e  worri e s  are J US t1 i e  . 
Popul ation dens i ties  in the four c ensus divis ions 
in whi ch the s e  vi l l ages are l ocated are low , and at pre-
s ent there are no s i gn s  o f  shor tage o f  l an d . However crude 
dens i t i e s  are a poo r measurement bec ause a l l  vi l l age s  are 
loc ated on the coas tal s trip s . With few acc e s s  roads 
into the inter i o r , almo s t al l cash c rops and mos t  sub si s -
tence gardens are concentrated c lo s e  to bo th the s e ttle -
men ts and the road . In every vi l la ge , people b lame the 
l ack o f  acc e s s  roads for the i r  exis ting and potenti al 
proble ms i n  making the b e s t  use of the i r  res ources . 3 2  
A s  far as land re s o urces a re conce rned ,  the people o f  
Kase l ok/Putput are pe rhaps the mo s t  fo rtun ate . The i r  l and , 
whi ch e xtends from the c o as tal s trip to the pandanus gras s -
l ands in the c entre o f  the i s l and , i s  fl at and eas i ly 
ac ces s ib l e . Al though a l ar ge comme r c i a l  coconut planta-
tion , now Chines e - owne d , o ccupie s  the area be tween Kase lok 
and Putp ut , the people s eem to have s u f f i c ient land le f t  
for the i r  own pur po s e s , and h ave a l lowed three groups o f  
3 1  In 1 9 5 0  Fatmi l ak had the lowe s t  ave rage number o f  chi l dren 
per family in Nal ik ( 0  9 )  ( Ka Pr , 1 5/ 5 1- 5 2 ) .  
3 2  Thi s  topic aros e  in e ve ry di s c us s ion on r ur al deve lop­
ment ;  i t  has frequently been rai s ed in the past - see , 
fo r e xample , KaPr , 3/ 7 1 - 7 2 . 
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mi gr an ts - f rom Dagua and Dreikikir ( Eas t S epik ) , and 
Kasenombe ( Mo robe ) - to s e ttle , and e stab l i sh the ir own 
coconut p l an tation s . Some Kase lok men have recently 
s tarte d  to use the interior gr as s l ands for rice c ul tiva-
tion and cattl e pro j ec ts . 
Fatmil ak people s imi larly have extens i ve area s  o f  
f l a t  l and , b u t  s ome individual fami l i e s  fac e  the threat 
of l an d  shortage . Appr oxima te l y  hal f o f  the Fatmi lak 
popu la tion were res ettled in German time s  from the foot-
h i l l s  o f  the interior mountains where a l l the i r  l and-
hol dings remain . They acquired coas tal l an d  by c us tomary 
3 3  f h 1 ° . h b h p ayment rom t o s e  1v1ng near t e e ac . Sub s equently , 
the amo un t  o f  avai l ab l e  coas tal l and was reduc e d  when 
c omme rc i al p l antations were e s tabl i shed on bo th s ides o f  
the vi l l age ; and some coas tal peop l e  now s ay tha t  they 
wi l l  have to acq uire s urplus land from other l ineage 
group s  i f  the i r  sons wi sh to pl ant c as h  c rops . Thi s  i s  
s ti l l  pos s ib le , but i n  future , w i th popul ation growth , 
l an d  re s o urce s may be inadequate and o ut-migr ation may be 
nec e s sa ry . 
In the o ther two vi l l ages land prob l ems al ready exi s t ,  
o r  are imminen t . In Bom/Ratabu , whe re the coas tal s trip 
is  extreme ly narrow , much of the l and i s  unde r commercial 
3 3  The l and tenure sys te m  i n  New Ire l an d  is bas i c al ly 
matr i l ineal , but by making c ustoma ry payments o f  pigs , 
she ll money ( m i s ) , and othe r valuab l e s , a man c an 
obtain land for h i s  fami ly , and even ensure that h i s  
own l and pas s e s  t o  h i s  sons . 
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plan tations . Mos t  o f  the remaining c oas ta l  l and belongs 
to one o r  two power ful men in the vi l l a ge , and , in 
addi tion , the Ratabu people have res ettled f rom the 
inte r i or . Cons equently mos t  peopl e mus t  use  mountainous , 
s teeply s loping and i nacce s s ible l and for both sub s i s tence 
and cash c ropping . Tho s e  who have a cquire d  tracts o f  thi s  
l and for c as h  cropping r are ly harves t  the i r  co conuts 
becaus e o f  ac ces s di f ficultie s , and many o thers have no 
l and and the re fore no source o f  income in the vil l age . 
Hence they h ave migra te d  in the pas t .  P i l iwa/Lapai people 
f ac e  a di f ferent type of l and problem.  P i l iwa people los t  
a l arge area o f  thei r  more acc e s s ib l e  l an d  when D j aul 
( Bo la s ) p l antati on was e s tab l i she d , and s ince then they 
h ave c le ared much o f  the remaining l and near the vi l lage 
for c ash cropping . They may soon be  s ho r t  o f  l and for 
s ub s i s tence gardening , and thi s  problem wi l l  increa s e  
becau s e  t h e  vi l l ages have a very young popu l ation ( o ve r  
5 7  per cent chi l dren ( Table 5 . 1 ) ) ,  and a h i gh b i rth 
3 4  r ate . Women age d  2 0  and ove r  have o n  ave r age borne 
5 . 6  c h i l dren in P i l iwa/Lapai c ompared w i th 4 . 5  in Kas e lok/ 
Putput and 3 . 8  in F atmi l ak .  
Des pi te the s e  problems , the popul ation/ land ratio in 
a l l  four vi l l age s  is s ti l l  bas i c al ly favo ur ab l e  compared 
wi th rural communi ti e s  in  S irnbu . New I re l an d  Province on 
34 Thi s  has exis te d  fo r s ome time . A p atro l o f f i ce r  in 
1 9 5 2  noted tha t  the re were seve r al f ami l i e s  with nine 
or ten chi l dren : the s e  were ' spec i a l ly commende d '  
( K aP R , 1/ 5 2 - 5 3 ) . In 1 9 5 9  the popula ti on was increas ing 
at 4 per c en t  per annum ( KaPR , 4 /5 9 - 6 0 ) .  
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the who l e  has few unskil led out-migrants , and out-migration 
occur s  becau s e  of l a ck of employment opportuni ty fo r tho s e  
with h i gher education , rather than l a c k  o f  land fo r the 
sub s i s tence/ca sh c ropper . 
Economy 
In three o f  thes e  four v i l l ages - Fatmilak , Born/ 
Ratabu and P i l iwa/Lapa i - mos t  househo l ds s t i l l  depend on 
sub s is tenc e  cul tivation of sweet po tato , taro , yams , 
banana s and greens , s upplemented by seasonal tree crops 
such as brea d fruit and d i f fe rent type s o f  nuts , fresh f i sh 
and pork . In  Ka selok/Putput many fami l ie s  buy r ice and 
tinned f i sh with money earned from the s a l e  of copra , and 
have l ar gely abandoned their garden activitie s . Thi s  
change b ecame apparent s hortly a f ter the end o f  the Second 
Wor l d  War when al l the ea s t  coa s t  T i gak v i l lage s  rece ived 
large sums o f  money in compensation for damage to the i r  
proper ty , and became dependent on money . However Kaselok/ 
Putput people s t i l l  harve s t  s a go both for the ir own con­
sumption and for sale in Kavieng market .  
C a s h  c ropping h a s  an impor tant role in every vil lage , 
and i s  the main source o f  cash income . Other ac tivitie s 
inc l ude running trade s tore s , h ir ing veh i c l e s  and , in 
P i l iwa/Lapa i , canoe s ,  and , for a few peopl e , wage earning . 
Copra i s  by far the mos t  important ca s h  c rop . Over 
6 0  per c ent o f  the men in every vil lage grow coconuts as 
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a c a s h  crop , and in every vil l age exc ept Bom/Ratabu , 
where some adul t men h ave no ca s h  c ropping land , mos t  o f  
thos e  w i th no coconuts are e i ther recent s choo l  leavers 
or  are wage-earners ( Tab le 5 . 2 ) . Some women a l so own 
coconuts , but the c rop i s  normal ly proce s sed a long with 
tha t  o f  the ir husbands o r , i f  loca ted in the ir natal 
village s , by o ther members of the ir fami l ie s .  Ind ividual 
househo l d s  o f te n  own coconuts in two separate v i l la ge s , 
and may move between the two ' settlements to proce s s  the ir 
cro p  and maintain all the ir l and r i ghts . 
Copra can b e  produce d  at any time o f  the year and 
many growers only cut for s pe c ia l  purpo se s , for e xample , 
to pay h i gh s c hool fee s , o r  to buy roof ing mater i a l s  for 
a hous e . When world price s are h i gh they a re more l ikely 
to make c opra w i thout a spec i f i c  material target in mind . 
Smal l growers earn incomes o f  around K S 0 . 0 0 per yea r 1 3 5  
but large growers make over f ive times tha t  income . 
Although mos t  growers c an provide suffic ient labour from 
within the ir own fami l i e s , s ome men employ o ther s when 
nece s sary . Mos t  employee s are teenager s , adults wi th no 
copra , or mi grants f rom mainland New Guinea who have 
s ettled in the v i l l age . Copra growers are re spons ible for 
arranging for the sale o f  their own c rop . Mos t  o f  the 
cro p  f rom Kase lok/Putput , P i l iwa/Lapai and Fatmi lak goe s 
to the CMB depo t  in Kavieng , whi le tha t from Bom/Ratabu 
3 5  The 1 9 7 6  pri ce wa s around Kl 3 0 . 0 0 per tonne . 
TABLE 5 . 2  
CASH C ROP P ING AND V ILLAGE INCOMES 
C a s h  Crop by Sex ( Po s s e s s ion Onl y )  
MALES FEMALES 
Crop K a s e lok/ Pi l iwa/ Ka selok/ 
Putput Fatm i l a k  Bom/Ratabu Lap a i  Put put Fa tm i l ak Bom/Ratabu 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
Vegetab l e s  4 8 . 3  - - l l .  9 - - 3 8  6 1 .  3 7 1 3 . 7  l l .  6 
Coconu t s  3 1  6 4 . 6  3 5  8 1 .  4 3 8  7 1 .  7 5 7  7 9 . 2  3 4 . 8  1 1  2 1 .  6 1 4  2 3 . 0  
Cocoa 2 4 . 2  2 8  6 5 . l  1 3  2 4 . 5  1 9  2 6 . 4  - - 6 1 1 .  8 - -
Rice 7 1 4 . 6  - - - - - - - - - - - -
None 14 2 9 . 2  8 1 8 . 6  1 4  2 6 . 4  1 5  2 0 . 8  2 4  3 8 . 7  3 4  6 6 . 7  4 7  7 7 . 0  
TOTAL 4 8  4 3  5 3  7 2  6 2  5 1  6 1  
E s t imated Annual Income f rom C a s h  Cropping 
K 0 - 5 0  9 1 8 . 8  5 1 1 . 6 1 5  2 8 . 3  1 2  1 6 . 7  3 4  5 4 . 8  6 1 1 . 8 1 2  19 . 7  
5 0 - 1 0 0  1 4  2 9 . 2  8 1 8 . 6  2 0  3 7 . 7  2 8  3 8 . 9  4 6 . 5  7 1 3 . 7  l 1 .  6 
1 0 0 - 2 0 0  6 1 2 . 5  1 3  3 0 . 2  1 l .  9 9 1 2 . 5  - - 3 5 . 9  - -
2 0 0 +  5 1 0 . 4  9 2 0 . 9  - - 3 4 . 2  - - 1 2 . 0  - -
None 14 2 9 . 2  8 1 8 . 6  1 7  3 2 . 1  2 0  2 7 . 8  2 4  3 8 . 7  3 4  6 6 . 7  4 8  7 8 . 7 
TOTAL 4 8  4 3  5 3  7 2  6 2  5 1  6 1  
Av . Income/ 7 6 . 6  1 2 5 . 0  3 8 . 0  6 4 . 2  1 8 . 5  2 8 . 0  6 . 0  Capita 
Av . Income/ 
Capita Tot . 4 3 . 9  7 2 . 4  2 1 . 1  3 4 . 8  
Pop . ( adul t s )  
Income f rom A l l  S ources ( K )  - M e n  Only 
None 0 - 5 0  5 0 -1 0 0  1 0 0 - 2 0 0  2 0 0 +  TOTAL No . % No . % N o . % N o . % No . % 
Non-M i g r a n t  1 6  5 5 . 2  3 1 0 . 3  6 2 0 . 7  2 6 . 9  2 6 . 9  2 9  
Trad i ti o n a l  Migrant 4 4 0 . 0  3 3 0 . 0  - - 3 3 0 . 0  .. - 1 0  
M i g r a n t  3 8  2 1 .  5 3 3  1 8 . 6  5 7  3 2 . 2  2 8  1 5 . 8  2 1  11 . 9  1 7 7  
TOTAL 5 8  3 9  6 3  3 3  2 3  2 16 
Sour c e : F i e l d  d a t a , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
P i l iwa/ 
Lapa i 
No . % 
- -
6 8 . 7  
2 2 . 9  
- -
6 3  9 1 .  3 
6 9  
5 7 . 2  
1 l .  4 
- -
- -
6 3  9 1 .  3 
6 9  
4 . 0  
w 
Ol 
U1 
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now goe s  to the Namatanai depo t . Some i s  s o l d  to Chine s e  
traders in both towns or occ a s ional ly , d ir e c t  to ne igh -
bour i ng plantat ion s . Only o n e  trade s tor e , i n  Lapa i , s t i l l  
s e l l s  goo d s  f o r  dry c oconuts . 
Coco a , New Ireland Province ' s  s e c ond ca sh crop , i s  
only important in Fatmi lak . V i l lage s in the Nal ik area 
b egan to grow the c ro p  s ucce s s fu l ly in the 1 9 5 0 s , thereby 
s howing that the l imes tone soi l s  were s uf f ic ien tly ferti le . 
I t  has been introduced o n  a minor scal e in Bom/Ratabu but 
ha s l imi ted po tential because of the shor tage of s uitabl e  
l and . P i l iwa/Lapai people have only recently s tarted to 
p l an t  cocoa seedl ings , and the soi l s  o f  the T i gak area are 
thought to be too dry and infertile for s uc ce s s ful c ul ti-
vation in Kas elok/Putput . Cocoa growe r s  generally s e l l 
the ir crop a s  wet bea n , al though the y  could make a far 
greater income if they proce s s ed it to its dry s tate . In 
previous t ime s thi s  was pos s ible i n  F atmi l ak where there 
was a c o-operative ly owned fermen tary . In- f i ghting and 
a r guments between the members have led to i t s  c l o s ure . 3 6  
Fatmilak people have a h i gher average income than the 
o ther vi l l agers because they have two ma j or c a s h  crops 
to rel y  o n . 
Other ca sh crop s , introduced by o ff i c ia l s  o f  DP I in 
a ttempts to d ivers i fy the rural e conomy of New Ireland , 
a re not ma j or money earners . Women from Kas e lok/Putput , 
3 6  See S in gh ( 1 9 7 4 )  for a de s c ription o f  the previous 
operation of thi s  s cheme . 
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Fatmi l ak and Bom/Ratabu make an irre gul ar sma l l  income 
from s e l l ing vegetab l e s , betel  nut , f i sh and sago flour 
in Kavien g and Namatana i marke ts , or , in the case o f  
Fatmil ak , t o  the ad j acent girl s board ing s c hoo l at Medina . 
Commerc ial pl anta tions gener a l ly grow the i r  own food for 
the ir employe e s . Ri ce growing in Kas e lok/Putput i s  s ti ll 
a t  an exper imenta l  s tage , and a l though many househo ld s  in 
P i l iwa/Lapa i have c o f fee gardens no income ha s eve r  been 
earned from thi s  c rop b ecause of poor marketing fac il itie s 
and problems as s o c i a ted w i th wa ter shorta ge s in D j aul . 
Table 5 . 2  s hows that Fatmil ak has an average income 
f rom c a sh cropping whi ch i s  ove r  three time s that earned 
by peo p l e  in Bom/Ratabu . Some v i l l ager s s uppl ement their 
income f rom o ther sourc e s , and a few ho ld rural -ba sed 
s k i l l e d  j ob s  as  aid- po s t  orderl ie s ,  p l an tati on foremen , 
driver s o r  pr imary s chool teachers . Both Fatmi l ak and 
P i l iwa/Lapai h ave several trade s tore s , and one o f  the 
opera to r s  in P i l iwa dea l s  in large quanti t i e s  o f  produce . 
He has  recently o pened a second s to re in Kavieng , the 
f i r s t  New Irelander to do so . Kas e lok/Putput has two 
3 7  sma l l  s to re s  under e xterna l management - the TFA , and 
the parents ' a s s oc ia t ion o f  the local pr imary s choo l . 
However thes e  suffe r  from competi tion with the many 
trave l l ing vans on the Bol umi nsk i Highway . Bom/Ratabu 
3 7  TFA - Tutukuval Farme r s  Assoc iation , an o f f  shoo t from 
the T IA ( Tutukuval I s ukal As soc i ation ) , an organi s ation 
s tarte d  in New Hanover to promote s e l f - s u f f i c iency and 
rural development . 
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people are s erved by a s tore belonging to the ad j acent 
pl antation . Otherw i s e  a few v i l l age r s  in Ka s e lok/Putput 
and Fatmilak own veh i c l e s  wh ich a re used r e gularly to 
tr ansport copr a  and pas senger s ,  and about ten men in 
P i l iwa/Lapa i have s ea- going c anoe s . I t  i s  doubtful 
whether they make a l ar ge pro f i t  from canoe tr ips because 
it is so  cos tly to tran s po r t  fuel to D j aul . 
New Ire land vi lla ge r s  say that they prefer to work 
a s  ca s h  c roppers rather than a s  unsk il l e d  labourers on 
nea rby pl antations or in town s , and f i nd the i r  cash 
croppi n g  income s suf f i cient for thei r  needs . I t  i s  not 
entir e ly meaningful to compare the potential income from 
c a sh c ropping and wage l abour b ec ause vi l l ager s rarely 
e xplo i t  the ir c a s h  crops ful l y . They c ut c opra when they 
require money , and s ince it i s  not a s e a s ona l c rop , this 
sour c e  of i ncome is a lways avai l abl e .  Thu s  c a s h  cr oppi ng 
give s them the nec e s sary flexib i l i ty to a l l ow ful l par t i -
cipation in a l l  o ther v i l l age ac tiv i t i es ,  and they pre fer 
thi s  to the re s tr ic tions impo sed by r e gular but pos s ib ly 
more remunerative wage employment .  The main di f ference 
between the New Ire land s i tuation and that in rural S imbu 
i s  that New I re lander s  c an usua l ly make h i gher incomes 
from c a s h  cropping 3 8  i f  they w i s h  to , and , a s  their crop 
3 8  Ca sh crop income s  per capita in the S imbu v i l lages in 
1 9 7 4 - 7 5  were l ower than thos e  in all the New Ireland 
vi l l age s except Bom/Ratabu in 1 9 7 6  ( Tabl e  4 . 2 ) . However 
the Sirnbu i ncomes in 1 9 7 6  would have b ee n  much higher 
b ec ause o f  the abnorma l l y  h i gh price for c o f fee , thus 
thi s  conclus ion would not alway s  be val id . 
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i s  not s ea sonal , c an do s o  at  any time o f  the year . 
Vi l l age income i s  s igni ficantly r e lated to pas t  
migration experience . Over hal f the men who have never 
mi grated or have o nly made trad i tional inte r-vill age moves 
have no income in the vi l la ge from any sourc e , while only 
2 1 . 5  per cent of returned mi gr ants are in thi s  category 
( Tabl e  5 . 3 ) . Convers e ly ,  over a quarter o f  the returned 
migrants have rel atively h i gh incomes from vil l age source s .  
Thi s  s ugges ts tha t  i t  i s  no t the men w i th no income who 
migrate , but r a ther tho s e  who can a ffo rd to f i nance the ir 
tr ave 1 . 3 9  In  fac t ,  the s ituation is much mor e  complex 
( se e  b elow , p .  4 0 7 ) , a nd the r ea s on for the apparent 
r e l ationship b e tween migration and income l i e s  i n  a ge 
rather than other fac to r s . Many o f  the non-migrants are 
recent s chool l e aver s who do not yet have productive c a sh 
c rop s , whe r e a s  returne d  migrant s  are tho se peopl e in the 
middle a ge group s , who a re a l so the mos t  i nvol ved in cash 
c ropp i n g . The s e  c onclus i on s  mus t  b e  qual i f ie d  for the 
s ame rea sons mentioned earl ier in re spec t o f  the Simbu 
vi l la ge s  ( p . 2 51 )  . 
Educ a tion 
For o ve r  a hundred years the New Irel and peopl e  have 
l i ved a l on g s ide income r s , in par ticul ar Europeans and 
3 9  x 2 = 1 4 . 6 , df = 4 
As wa s the ca s e  in 1 9 th century Irel and , where migrants 
to North Amer i c a  had to have the f inanc i al resourc e s  to 
pay for th eir pa s sa ge s  ( Jo hnson , J . , 1 9 7 0 : 2 3 6 ) , the 
poor e s t  could no t a fford to migra te � 
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Chine s e , who have i ntroduced change s into the ir tr adi tional 
way o f  l i fe . Al though some trad i tional cus toms have 
s urvive d , for e xamp l e  mo rtuary r i te s  and l and tenure 
c us toms , they now e xi s t  within a s oc ie ty which owes much 
to the i n fluence of  mis s ions and the government . The s e  
two organi s ations toge ther a r e  re s pon s ib l e  fo r the intro -
duc t i on o f  educ a t io n , the mai n  for c e  which has chan ge d  
New Ire l an d  l i f e . 
Be fore the Second Wor l d  War the peop l e  o f  thes e  four 
vi l la ge s  r ec e ived e l ementary educ ation from mi s sion teacher s .  
Tho s e  from Kas e lok/Putput , Fatmi l ak and P i l iwa/Lapai were 
taught Kuanua , the l an guage of the Tol a i  people of the 
G 1 1  . 1 d b h h d '  . . 
4 0  a z e  e Penin su a ,  u s e  y t e Met o i s t  mis s ion a s  a 
means o f  c ommunic ation . Over hal f  the hamlets  which corn-
pr i se Bom/Ra tab u  wer e  under Roman Cathol ic i n f l uence , and 
teaching was in the vernacul ar . Bo th mi s s io n s  al so 
encour aged peop l e  to move to their headquar ters in the 
Duk e  o f  York i s l ands and the Gaz e l l e  Peninsul a for further 
trainin g , and today , each o f  the surveyed vi l la ge s  includes 
at l e a s t one retired p as to r  who ha s s pent many years working 
among rural New Ire l and communi tie s . They and the ir 
fami l i e s  are amo n g s t  the mos t  mob ile people i n  the vi l l age . 
S in c e  the early 1 9 5 0 s  government educ ation has s pread , 
and now inc ludes the s cho ol s formerly admi n i s tered by the 
mi s s ions . Today each o f  the s e  vil la ge s  l ie s  c lo se to a 
4 0  Known s inc e 1 9 6 8  a s  the United Church . 
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government p rimary s chool , and al l chi ldren who wi sh to 
attend c an do so . Mo s t  b oys , and we l l  over ha l f  the gir l s  
aged b e tween f ive and fourteen are , o r  have been , a t  school , 
and a ttendan c e  i s  almo s t  universal between the ages o f  
e i gh t  and twe l ve ( Tabl e  5 . 1 ) . Over 3 0  per cent o f  adul ts 
in every vi l lage have been to government s chool s , and a 
few h ave continued the i r  education to pos t-pr imary leve ls . 
Many o f  the remainder o f  the adul t popul ation , mo s t  o f  whom 
grew up b e fore s chool ing wa s widespr e ad in New Ireland , 
have had some tr aini n g  unde r  the mi s s ions and are able to 
read and wri te in P idgin , in the ir own l an guage , and a l s o  
in Kuanua . 
Formal education e xperience in each v i l l age var ies 
according to the length of time dur ing whi ch primary 
schoo l s have e xi s ted . The government s chool in P i l iwa/ 
Lapai was open e d  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  one o f  the f i r s t  hal f do zen in 
the province , and over 6 0  per c ent of the men now in the 
vil l a ge have formal s choo l i n g . Many have gone to s econdary 
and ter ti ary training e s tab l i shmen ts , and some have s ub s e-
quently r e turned to D j au l , e i ther to work in the s chool , 
or to in te gr a te thems e lves into the vi l la ge c ommunity . 
In  contr as t , the s chool a t  Bom/Ratabu was not opened un til 
the 1 9 6 0 s , and al though mo s t  chi l dren s in c e  then have b een 
forma l ly educ a ted , few have continued to pos t pr imary 
training , becaus e  of the lack until  recently o f  s uch 
fac il i t i e s  i n  Nama tana i  D i s tr i c t  a s  a who l e . 4 1  
4 1  Nama tana i Hi gh School was opened in 1 9 7 5 . 
TABLE 5 . 3  
EDUCAT ION AND L ITERACY 
( a )  Educ ation Leve l b y  Sex b y  V i l l a g e  ( Adu l t s  On l y ) 1 
K a s e l ok/Putput Fatm i l ak 
Leve l 
Bom/Ratab u  P i l iwa/Lapa i 
o f  Ma l e s  Fema l e s Ma l e s  Fema l e s Ma l e s  F ema l e s  Ma l e s  Fema l e s 
Educ a t i on No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
None 9 1 7 . 0  1 7  2 7 . 0  1 4  3 1 . 1  2 2  4 5 . 8  2 1  3 6 . 2  2 4  3 8 . l  7 8 . 9  2 8  3 8 . 9  
P i dg in/Verna cular 2 7  5 0 . 9  2 7  4 2 . 9  1 7  3 7 . 8  1 5  3 1 . 3  1 8  3 1 .  0 1 8  2 8 . 6  2 2  2 7 . 8  1 1  1 5 . 3  
P r imary 1 3  2 4 . 5  1 6  2 5 . 4  8 1 7 . 8  9 1 8 . 8  1 3  2 2 . 4  2 0  3 1 . 7 3 6  4 5 . 6  2 7  3 7 . 5  
P o s t  P r imary 4 7 . 5  3 4 . 8  6 1 3 . 3  2 4 . 2  6 1 0 . 3  l 1 .  6 1 4  1 7 . 7  6 8 . 3  
TOTAL 5 3  6 3  4 5  4 8  5 8  6 3  7 9  7 2  
1 Tot a l s  i n  s ome c a s e s  d i f fe r  s l ightly from number o f  r e s pondents because s ome adu l t s  who were not inter­
v iewed in per s on were inc l uded . 
( b )  Edu c a t ion Level b y  M i grant S ta t u s  ( Ma l e s  Onl y )  
S ta tu s  
No . 
Non-Migrant 9 
Tra d i t i on a l  Migrant -
Returne d Mi grant 3 9  
TOTAL 4 8  
( c )  Knowledge o f  P id g in ( Ad u l t s  Onl y )  
Ka s e lo k/Putpu t  
Speak R/W Tota l 
% % No . 
Ma l e s 1 0 0  8 5 . 4  4 8  
Fema l e s  9 8 . 4  5 3 . 2  6 2  
None 
% 
3 1 .  0 
-
2 2 . 0  
Speak 
% 
1 0 0  
9 8 . 0  
Source : F ie l d  d a t a , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
P i d g in /  
Vern a c u l ar 
No . % 
4 1 3 . 8  
8 8 0 . 0  
7 1  4 0 . 1  
8 3  
F a tm i l ak 
R/W To tal 
% No . 
7 6 . 7  4 3  
4 5 . 1  5 1  
P r imary S econdary + 
TOTAL 
No . % No . % 
1 4  4 8 . 3  2 6 . 7  2 9  
2 2 0 . 0  - - 1 0  
4 0  2 2 . 6  2 7  1 5 . 3  1 7 7  
5 6  2 9  2 1 6 
Bom/Ratabu P i l iwa/Lapa i 
Speak R/W To t a l  Speak R/W Tota l 
% % No . % % No . 
1 0 0  5 4 . 7  5 3  1 0 0  8 8 . 9  7 2  
8 0 . 3  4 1 .  0 6 1  8 8 . 4  5 0 . 6  6 9  
w 
-....) 
(',.) 
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New Irel and vi l l a ge communi ti e s  are for tuna te because 
they a l l  contai n s ome people who are l i terate , and who 
are abl e  to deal wi th urb an based o f f i c i al s , unders tand 
f in an c ial transac tion s , and expl ain var ious chan ge s  and 
innovation s . Mor eover , mos t  o f  the older people can 
communi c a te e a s i ly i n  Pidgin , and thus have no probl ems 
talking to New I r e lander s from d i f ferent l an guage group s , 
or to outs iders ( Tab l e  5 . 3 ) . Thus i t  i s  pos s ible for 
migr ants from mai nland New Guinea to c ommuni cate ful ly 
w i th the i r  New Ireland nei ghbour s , and thi s  h e l p s  to 
e xp l a i n  why they have genera l ly been peac eful ly accepted . 
Tho s e  who marry New Ire land women b ecome ful l member s o f  
the vi l la g� , and the i r  chi ldren , becaus e o f  the matr i -
l i ne al s y stem , are member s o f  the ir mo ther ' s  k i n  group . 
Uni ve r s al knowle dge o f  P idgin a l s o  a l l ow s  New Irel and out-
migrants to s ettl e  in s trange places w i thout fears ari s ing 
from the langua ge b arr i e r . 
I n  the r e s ident vil l age populations there i s  no high ly 
s i gn if i c an t  d i f ference i n  educ ational e xper ience between 
men who are r eturned mi grants , and thos e  who are non-
migrants o r  have migrated only within the trad i tional 
2 sys tem ( X = 7 . 3 ,  d f  = 3 ;  s i g . at 5 per c e nt l evel ) 
( Tab l e  5 . 3 ) . A h i gh percenta ge o f  both non-mi grants 
and mi grants have primary s chool qual i f i cation s , on the 
one h and r ecent s choo l leaver s , and on the o ther youn g  
p eo p l e  who have worked away from home b u t  who have re turned 
for various rea s on s . New I re l and parents are now wel l  
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aware o f  the d i f fi culties whi ch par t ia l ly trained young 
p eopl e face in f inding a j ob ,  and in two vi l lage s , 
Fatmi l ak and P i l iwa/Lapai , were actively encour aging the 
young men to remain a t  home unl e s s  the i r  pro spec ts we re 
a s s ure d . Some p ar ents attemp t  to incre a s e  the employment 
pro spe c ts o f  the i r  chi l dr en by s ending them to mi s s ion run 
voc ational s chool s , b ut many who have graduated from the s e  
e s tabl is hments are a l so b ack in  the vi l l age . Migr ation i s  
n o  l on ger i nev i tabl e  for tho se w i th pr ima ry qual i fications . 
Howeve r , unt i l  recently , a lmo s t  a l l  wi th pos t  primary 
training have b ecome migrant s . A very h i gh percentage o f  
a l l  adul t ab sentee s ,  e specially from P i l iwa/Lapai and 
Fatmi l ak , h ave s econdary and ter ti ary q ua l i fi ca tions 
( Tabl e  5 . 3 ) . Al to gethe r , 8 2 . 5  per cent o f  a l l  tho s e  with 
po s t  primary tra ining are ab s en t  from the s e  vil lage s , and 
thus c urrent migration i s  hi ghly s e l e c ti ve on the upper 
educ ational l evel s .  In contra s t ,  only 4 0  per cent o f  
adul t s  who h ave not progres sed beyond pr imary s choo l are 
abs en t , and only 1 4  per c ent o f  tho s e  w i th no training , 
or on ly i n formal s chool ing , are away . The c ontras t between 
the e duc ational l eve ls  o f  absentee s and res i dents , whi c h  
. h '  h l  . ' f ' 4 2  . k d f · 1 1 i s  i g  y s igni icant , i s  mar e o r  every v i  age . 
The above evidence sugge s ts that e duca ti on i s  now the 
mo s t  important f ac to r  in migration from rura l New I rel and . 
In contras t to S imbu , the New Ire l and environment provides 
42 x 2 = 1 1 5 , df = 3 for men ; x 2 = 1 2 3 , d f  = 3 for women . 
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a s a t i s factory l iving for al l but the h i ghly ski l l ed , 
and none o f  the four c ommun i ti e s  de s c r ibed i s  yet severely 
threatened by prob lems of land re source s and population . 
MIGRATI ON EXPERIENCES OF NEW I RELAND VILLAGERS 
In the four s urvey v i l lage s few men have never 
migrated , o r  moved only a s  trad i tional migran ts . Current 
ab s en tees outnumbe r  returned migrants ( Tab l e  5 . 4 ) . A far 
hi gher propo rt i on of wome n  are non -mi grants o r  traditional 
migran t s . 
Non-Mi grants 
Over 3 4  per cent of  the men who have never migrate d  
are s ti l l  below the age o f  2 0  and have r e c ently finished 
primary s chool . The y  have in many c as e s  be en encouraged 
to rema i n  in the v i l l a ge b e cause the ir elders real i se that 
they are unl ik e ly to  f ind s k i l led work e l s ewhe re , and some 
o f  them have already b e gun to p l an t  the ir own coconuts on 
l and alloc ated by the ir l ineage gro ups . A fur ther 3 3  per 
cent of the non-migrants are over the a ge o f  6 0 . Unl ike 
many of the i r  c on temporari e s  they have never left the 
vil la ge , but s ever a l  o f  them did work on nearby plantations 
i n  the inter-war period . A much h i gher proportion o f  
women are non -mi grants . Unl ike the men , they belong to 
all age group s , and a l l  tho s e  over the a ge o f  2 0  have 
married f el l ow v i l l a ger s . They are unl ik e ly to move i n  
MALES 
Ka s e l ok/Putput 
Fatmi lak 
Bom/Ratabu 
P i l iwa/Lapai 
TOTAL 
FEIYIALE S 
Kase lok/Putput 
Fatmi lak 
Bom/Ratabu 
P i l iwa/Lapa i  
TOTAL 
TABLE 5 .. 4 
MIGRANT CATEGORIE S ONLY ) 
Non - Tradi tiona l Traditional Non-Migran ts Migrants Re
turned 
Migrants 
No . % No . % No . % 
2 2 . 1  5 5 . 3  4 1  4 3 . 6  
8 9 . 2  2 2 .  3 3 3  3 7  .. 9 
8 7 . 1  3 2 . 7  4 2  3 7 . 5  
1 1  8 . 7 - - 6 1  4 8 . 0  
2 9  6 . 9  1 0  2 . 4  1 7 7  4 2 . 1  
1 3  1 3 . 8  2 2  2 3 . 4 2 7  2 8 . 7 
2 3  2 3  .. 4 6 7 . 4  2 2  2 7  .. 2 
2 1  2 1 . 0  1 1  1 1 . 0  2 9  2 9 . 0  
3 1  2 9 . 8  1 1  1 0 . 6  2 7  2 6 . 0  
8 8  2 3 . 2  5 0  1 3 . 2  1 0 5  2 7 . 7  
Source : F ie l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
Ab sent 
No . % 
4 6  4 8 . 9  
4 4  5 0 . 6  
5 9  5 2 . 7  
5 5  4 3 . 3 
2 0 4  4 8 . 6  
32  3 4 . 0  
3 0  3 7 . 0  
3 9  3 9 . 0  
35  3 3 . 7 
1 3 6 3 5 . 9  
TOTAL 
9 4  
8 7  
1 1 2  
12 7 
4 2 0 
9 4  
8 1  
1 0 0  
1 0 4  
3 7 9  
w 
-.....] 
01 
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the future unl e s s thei r  husbands migrate , but tho se women 
b e tween 1 5  and 19 ( 1 5 per cent o f  the non-migrants ) may 
l a ter l e ave on marria ge . 
The s ma l l  propor tion o f  non-mi grant men in these 
vi l l a ge s  s hows that a l though few New Ire l ander s may 
c ur rently move from the p rovince ( as i s  al so  s ugge s ted by 
the 1 9 7 1  census data) , previous mi gration e xp e rienc e  i s  
a lmo s t  univers al . Because o f  New Ireland ' s  long hi s tory 
o f  colonial conta c t , even the olde s t  inhab i tan ts have had 
the o pportuni ty to move . 
Tradi t i onal Mi gr ants 
S ince New Ire l and s oc ie ty is bas e d  on matri line al 
organi s ation and matri - uxo r i loca l re s id ence , men theoretic­
a l l y  moved into the i r  wive s ' v i l l age s on marri age . In 
p racti ce , the sys tem o f  tradi tional mi gration is much more 
comp l e x . Al though l and is  i nherited throu gh the fema le 
l ine , inter-marr i age b e tween appropri ate l ineage groups 
c an ens ur e  tha t  i t  remains w i th in the male l i ne , and can 
e ven p a s s  to s uc c e s s ive generations o f  mal e s  through 
c us tomary payments { se e  above , p .  3 6 1 ) . In tho s e  c ircum­
s tance s ,  wome n  move to their husband s ' v i l lages on marriage . 
Only a s mal l number o f  men in  the se four vi l l ages are 
e xc lusive ly trad itional mi grants . In addi tion to movement 
on mar r i a ge , which accounts for over hal f o f  the ir move s , 
they h ave a l s o  moved during s e ttlemen t  r e l o ca tion , and to 
take r e f uge w i th al l ied tribe s in time o f  c on fl i ct . Two o f  
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the mal e  tradi tional mi grants in  Bom/Ratabu moved immedi-
ate ly a f te r  the war from an inl and to a coas tal s e ttl ement 
s i te i n  what mus t  be o ne o f  the l a s t  examp l e s  of spon taneous 
1 . 1 d 4 3  r e s ett ement in New I re an . In Kas e l ok/Putput three men 
moved dur ing the war to an al l i ed vi l la ge on the we st coast , 
Tome , to es cape Japanes e  hos ti l i ties . After their re turn 
they made no furth er move , a l though o th er vi llager s who 
were i nvo lved in thi s war time migration late r  moved to other 
centr e s . Al though the wartime move s s tem from non- trad i tional 
fi ghting , they appear to be o f  the s ame type a s  moves 
occur ring in pre-colonial times due to trib a l  war fare , and 
mi ght there fore be inc l ud ed in the tra d i tion al c ate go ry . 
Mos t  women who are trad itional mi grants have moved 
only once on marriage , b ut 2 6  per c ent have made at  l ea s t  
two move s . Multiple move s take p l ace because o f  divo rc e , 
widowhood , and , in Kase lok/Putput and Bom/Ratabu ,  res ettle-
men t  and f l i gh t  due to warfare . 
The spatial e xten t  o f  tradi tional mi gr ation , wh ich can 
be s een from the b irthpl ace s  o f  current res idents and the 
de s tinat ions o f  trad i tional mi gr ants who a re abs ent , i s  
l imi te d . Mo s t  men were born w i thin the vi l la ge , or in 
the l i ngui s tic gro up wi thin which the v i l l age l ie s  ( Tab le 
5 . 5 ) . P i l iwa/Lap a i  has the h i ghes t propo r tion o f  men s ti l l  
l ivin g in  thei r  vi l la ge o f  b i r th , pos s ibly becaus e i t  i s  
4 3  Thi s  movement may not have been entire ly s pontaneous 
as s ome pres s ur e  was exe rted on thi s s ma l l  in land 
s e ttl ement , Har i , by government o ffic ial s who wanted 
to be in e a s i e r  c on tact w i th the people . 
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TAB LE 5 . 5  
DE S T I NAT I ON S  OF T RAD I T I ONAL AB S E N TE E S  ( No . ) 
AN D B I RTH P LACE OF RE S P ON DENTS ( % )  
K a s e lok/ F a tmi l ak Born/ P ut put Ratabu 
B i r th12l a ce 
MALE % % % 
Born in V i l l a g e  6 2 . 5  5 8 . 1  6 4 . 2  
II II Langua ge Group 2 5 . 0  1 4 . 0  2 8 . 3 
Born i n  N e w  I re l an d  6 . 3  1 6 . 3  1 . 9  
" E l sewhe r e  6 . 3  1 1 . 6 5 . 7  
FEMALE 
Born i n  V i l l a g e  6 4 . 5  7 8 . 4  7 3 . 8 
II " Lan gua g e  Group 2 2 . 6  1 1 . 8 2 3 . 0 
I I  in New I re l and 1 2 . 9  7 . 8  -
II E l s ewhe re - 2 . 0  3 . 3  
Ab sentee Loca t ion 
MALE N o . N o . N o . 
L i v i n g  i n  Language Group 1 5 5 
I I  II New I re land 2 4 -
FEMALE 
L i v i ng in Lan g ua g e  Group 8 6 2 1  
" II New I re l an d  4 8 3 
S ou r ce : F ie l d da t a , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
P i l iwa/ 
Lapa i 
% 
7 0 . 8  
4 . 2  
1 5 . 3  
9 . 7  
7 8 . 3  
8 . 7  
1 0 . 1  
2 . 9  
N o  .. 
-
-
8 
7 
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i s o l ated from New I re land . Bom/Ra tab u  h a s  the large st 
percenta ge of  men from a s ingle l in guis tic group ( 9 2 . 5 ) 
b e caus e the v i l l age i s  central ly located within the 
P atpatar lan guage area , and there fore c ut o f f  from peopl e 
who speak o ther language s . Only one New I re l ander in 
Bom/ Ra tabu i s  not a Patpatar speaker , in con tras t to 
F atmi l ak wher e  there are several men from the neighbour ing 
Mandak and Kara language areas , and P i l iwa/Lapa i , where 
the r e  are men from New Hanover , Tanga , and the west coas t  
o f  New I re l an d . The s e  inter- tr ib al connect i on s  are nor-
mal ly short d i s tance , and are a s s o c i ated w i th p re- colonia l 
l inkage s . Fo r e xamp le ,  Tab ar peop le l ive in bo th Ka se lok/ 
Putp ut and . Fatmi lak ,  a c onnec tion wh ich has e xi sted s ince 
the days when s e a - go in g  canoes trave l l e d  between the o f f-
sho re i s l an d s  and the e a s t  coa s t . Lon g  di s tance link s , 
s uch as that from Tanga to P i l iwa/Lapa i , have ari s en 
through non - trad i ti onal mi gration , later reinforced by 
cha i n  movement invo lving tradi tional marri a ge . The fir s t  
Tan ga mi grant i n  P i l iwa/Lapai c ame to work o n  nearby Bolas  
p l antation immediate ly a f te r  the F i r s t Wor l d  War , and 
married a woman from the vi l l a ge . Durin g  the Japane s e  
o c c upation the enti r e  fami ly f l e d  to Tanga , and when they 
returned to Pi l iwa they were j oi ne d  by o th er Tanga men . 
Their infl uence i n  P i l iwa i s  s tron g , and s ome Tanga cus toms 
4 4  have b e en ado p te d  by the Tiang peop l e . 
4 4  In 1 9 7 6  a new man ' s  hous e in P il iwa was founded accordin g  
to both Tan ga and Tiang custom . 
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The remainder o f  the men ,  8 . 3 per c en t  o f  all male 
. - 4 5  re sponde n ts , come f rom outs i d e  New I re l and Pro vince 
and inc l ude men born i n  New Bri tain , Nor th S ol omon s , Morobe , 
S epik and the h i gh land s . Mos t  have moved i n to the vil lage 
a fter previo us ly working on nearby p l an tation s . Al l e xcept 
four are married to v i l la ge women , and a re thus able to 
grow cash c r op s  on l and b e l on ging to thei r  wive s ' fami lie s . 
The r e s t  a re s ingle men who have come a t  a l a te r  s ta ge to 
j oi n  the i r  married k info lk , o r  who are working fo r New 
I re land vil l age rs . 
The pe rcentage o f  women s ti l l  l ivin g  i n  the i r  vi l la ge 
o f  b i r th i s  eve n  h i gh er than that o f  men , and , togethe r 
wi th o th er s from the s ame l an guage group , accoun t s  for 
o ver 8 0  per c ent o f  each vil l age popul ation ( Tabl e  5 . 5 ) . 
Al l e xcept f i ve o f  the rema i nde r are from ad j acent parts 
o f  New I re l and P ro vince ; for e xamp l e , the non- Tigak 
speak er s in Kas e lok/Putput are from Ngavel us vi l l a ge in 
the ad j ace n t  Kara are a , whi le in-mi gr ants to Pi liwa/Lapai 
are Ti gak and Kara s pe akers from the wes t  c o a s t  o f  New 
I re land . Two women f rom ma inl and New Guinea , one from 
Sepik and one from Madang ,  have moved to the s e  vi l lages 
a fter mar ry ing New Irel ander s  whom they me t in the i r  home 
area s . 
4 5  The s e  total s e xc l ude the three migr ant gro ups who 
have acquir ed land from the Kase l ok/Pu tput peopl e . 
They have not become p ar t  o f  the vi l l a ge c ommuni ty 
( s ee above , p .  3 6 1) .  
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Abs entee trad i t ional migrants have , l ike the vi l lage 
res ident s , moved only short d i s tance s , o ften to tribal 
group s whe re they have k i n . Thus two women from Kas elok 
have marr ied in Tab ar , whi le some P i l iwa women have 
marr i ed in Tan ga . Thes e  marr iage s  are o f ten del iberately 
a rr anged to re tain l an d  c laims . I f  daughte r s  marry i nto 
the i r  fathers ' fami l ie s , then the land r i ghts o f  the 
father , pas s i n g  through the fema l e  l i ne , remain wi thin 
the l i ne age . In the pas t thi s type o f  marri age was fre­
quent , but nowadays women exe r t  greate r  c ho i ce in marriage , 
and land ri gh ts are more l ik e ly to b e  ens ur e d  through 
customary p ayments . 
On the evidence from the s e  four vil l age s , tradi tional 
migrat ion in New I re l and doe s  not s ee m  to have change d  
markedly in the c o l on i al per iod , al though some new l onger 
dis tan c e  l ink s , s uch as that b e tween Tanga and P i l iwa , 
have b een c re a ted . Each vi l lage population i s  c l os ely 
tied to a ne ighbo uring s et tlement - P utput w i th Tome ; 
Kas e lo k  wi th Kab leman ; Fatmil ak w i th Bo l ;  Born wi th Burau ; 
and Ratab u  wi th Hunab o re . Inter-marri age b e tween member s  
o f  the se vil la ge s  i s  frequent , and they s upport each o ther 
in time s of s tre s s , for e xamp l e  during the Japan es e 
oc cup ation . 
Many o f  the returned migrants made traditional move­
ments e i ther when they f i r s t l e f t  the vi l l age o n  marri age , 
or a t  a l a te r  s tage when they e stabl i shed cash c rops i n  
bo th the i r  own and the ir partner ' s  v i l l age s . However New 
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Ire lan de r s  who move to towns and rural non-vil lage centres 
-
in o th e r  par t s  o f  the coun try do not always marry wi thin 
the trad i tional s y s te m, and s ome young educa ted girl s 
from the s e  vi l l ages h ave married Papuan s and European s . 
As w i th the Simb u ,  the s e  new l ink s create ye t another 
sy s tem o f  rel ationships which b roadens the s c ope of rural 
vi l la ge l i fe . 
Re turned Non - Trad i tional Mi grants 
Ove r  80 per c en t  o f  the men and 4 0  per c ent of the 
women in all four vil l a ge s  are returned mi gr ants ( Table 
5 . 4 ) . They have previous ly l ived in towns and rural non-
vi l la ge c entre s both w i thin New Ire l and Province and e ls e -
where , b u t  have s ub s equently r e turned t o  the vil l a ge . 
Kas e lok/Putput has the hi ghe s t  pe rc entage o f  r e turned 
mi grants among male v il l a ge re s ident s , but , when ab s entees 
are i n c l uded , P i l iwa/Lapai has the hi ghe s t propo rtion . 
Re turned mi gr ants b e lo ng to al l a ge group s , s ince even the 
o ldes t r espondents have b een abl e  to partic ipate i n  non-
tradi tional mi gration . 
The Spati al E xtent o f  Previous Mi gration 
Over hal f the men i n i ti al l y  moved to o th e r  vill age s  
or to rural non-vi l l a ge c entr e s  s uch as  mis si o n  s tations , 
p lantations o r  s chool s ( Tabl e  5 . 6 ) . Mos t  o f  the s e  move s , 
termed ' rura l ' in Tab l e  5 . 6 ,  took p lace wi th i n  New Irel and 
Province , and 6 . 8  per cent o f  the men began the i r  mi grat ion 
TABLE 5 .  6 
NEW I RE LAND VILLAGE S - I N I TIAL DE S TI NATI ON S  
MALE S I FEMALE S 
Kase lok/ . 1 Born/ P i l iwa/ l k/ I P . 1 . I Fatmi ak R t b L . TOTAL Kase o F t . l k Born l. iwa TOTAL Putput a a u apai Putput a mi a Ratabu Lap a i  
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
New I r e l�nd P .  1 8  43 . 9  1 3  3 9 . 4  1 1  2 6 . 2  3 0  4 9 . 2 1 7 2  4 0 . 7 1 1 2  4 4 . 4 1 1 5  6 8 . 2 6 2 0 . 7  1 1  4 0 . 7 1 4 4  4 1 . 9  
E New Brit .  P .  2 4 .  9 2 6 . 1  3 7 . 1  3 4 .  9 1 0  5 .  6 1 3 .  7 - - I - - - - 1 1 .  0 W New Bri t .  P .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 . 7  1 1 . 0  
N Solomons P .  1 2 .  i4 1 3 • 0 - - - - _ I 2 1 .  1 I - - - I - - - - - -Morobe P .  - - - - - - 2 3 . 3 2 1 . 1  - - - - - - - - - -s imbu p .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I _ _ I l 3 • 7 l l • o S urvey Vi l l a ge 2 4 . 9  6 1 8 . 2  4 9 . 5  - - 1 2  6 . 8 6 2 2 . 2  I 3 1 3 . 6  4 1 3 . 8  4 1 4 . 8  1 7  1 6 . 2  TOTAL Rur a l  
. 1 v . 1 1  2 3  5 6 . l  2 2  6 6 . 7  1 8  4 2 . 9  3 5  5 7 . 4  9 8  5 5 . 4  1 9  7 0 . 4  I 1 8  
8 1 . 8 1 1 0  3 4 . 5 1 1 7  6 3 . 0 6 4  6 1 . 0  inc • 1 age 
Kavieng 3 7 . 3  3 9 . 1  - - 14 2 3 . 0  2 0  1 1 . 3  6 2 2 . 2  TI 1 4 . 5 1 2 6 . 9  6 2 2 . 2  1 5  1 4 . 3  
Raba u l  8 1 9 . 5  3 9 . 1  2 0  4 7 . 6  6 9 . 8  3 7  2 0 . 9 2 7 . 4  2 9 . 1 1 1 4  4 8 . 3  4 1 4 . 8  2 2  2 1 . 0  
Port Mor esby 4 9 .  8 5 1 5 . 2 - - 1 1 .  6 1 0  5 • 6 - - I - - - - - - - -Lae - - - - 1 2 . 4  2 3 . 3  3 1 . 7 - - - - - - - - - -
Madang - - - - - - - - - - - - I 1 4 .  5 1 - - - - 1 1 .  0 Wewak - - - - - - 1 1 . 6  1 0 . 6  - - - - 1 3 . 4  - - 1 1 . 0  
Goroka l 2 • 4 - - - - - - 1 0 • 6 - - - - I - - - - - -Wau/Bulolo 1 2 . 4  - - 1 2 . 4  - - 2 1 . 1  - - - - - - - - - -
I ' Namatanai 1 2 . 4  - - 2 4 . 8  2 3 . 3 5 2 . 8  - - - - 2 6 . 9  - - 2 1 . 9  TOTAL Urban 1 8  4 3 . 9  11 3 3 . 3  2 4  5 7 . 1  2 6  4 2 . 6  7 9  4 4 . 6 1 8 2 9 . 6  4 1 8 . 2  19 6 5 . 5 1 1 0  3 7 . 0  4 1  3 9 . 0  
TOTAL 4 1  3 3  4 2  6 1  1 7 7  1 2 7  2 2  2 9  l 2 7  1 0 5  
Sour ce : Fie l d  data , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
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h i s to r i e s  wi th a marr iage move wi thin the tradi tional 
s ys tem . These tr adi ti onal moves are more important in 
F atmi l ak than in the other three vi l l ages , pri ncipal ly 
b ecause many Fatmi l ak men have moved into the vi l lage 
from e l s ewhere ( Table 5 . 5 ) . No P i l iwa/Lapa i men made an 
ini ti a l  trad i t i onal move because mos t  o f  them were born 
and mar ried wi thin the vi l la ge . Non- tradi tional rur al 
move s wi th i n  New I re land P ro vince focus s ed on de s tination s  
wi th in the Kavi eng D i s tri c t , and in  part i c ul ar o n  the 
Ti gak and Kar a c ens us d ivi s io n s  ad j acent to  Kavien g . 
Thi s  i s  be cause thi s p ar t  o f  the province c onta in s  three 
o f  the four hi gh school s ,  several impor tant mi s sion 
s tati ons , and a l a r ge number of  plantation s . The Namatana i  
Dis tr ic t , whi ch has  f ew s uch c en tre s , o n l y  received ini ti a l  
mi grants from Bom/Ratabu . 
The remain ing 4 4 . 6  per cent o f  the men moved to towns , 
in  parti c ular to Rabaul and Kavieng ( Table 5 . 6 ) . Towns i n  
mai nland New Guine a ,  apa r t  from Port Mor es by , were ins i g­
ni f icant as ini ti a l  des tina t ion s . Al though Kavi en g  was a 
les s i mpor tant des tination than Rabaul , i t  s t i l l  rece i ve d  
o ve r  1 1  per cent o f  a l l  ini tial mal e  mi gran ts . Thes e  are 
the only potential s te p  migrants . 
Women made an e ven h i gher percentage ,of thei r  initia l 
moves to rural v i l l a ge and rural non-vi l l a ge centre s , aga i n  
mai nly wi th in the provi nc e , and o ve r  a q ua r te r  o f  these 
moves we re within the trad i tional sys tem. The ir ini ti al 
moves to towns foc us s ed s trongly on Kavieng and Rabaul , 
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and no woman born in New I re l and made a fi r s t  move to a 
4 6  mor e  d i s tant urb an cen tre . . 
Compared wi th the S irobu , the New I re land mi grants 
moved to on ly a small  number o f  d i f f e rent ini ti al de s tina-
tion s , and spe c i f ic l inkage s between a par ticular vi l la ge 
and migrant des tinations are l e s s  obviou s .  Neverthel ess  
there are two o utstanding l i nk s . A h i gh perc entage o f  
men and women from Bom/Ratabu moved i n i ti a l ly to Rabaul , 
whi l e  Kavieng i s  a much more important f i r s t  des tination 
for people from Pi l iwa/Lapai than for p eo p l e  f rom any 
o ther vi l la ge . Both thes e  l i nk s  are due to proximi ty 
and the channe l l i n g  e ffec t o f  trans po r t , a l tho ugh they 
have als o  b een a f fe c te d  by o ther fac tor s . Men f rom Bom/ 
Ratabu used copra boats , which cal l ed at  nearby Matakan 
p l an tation , to travel to Rabaul to s e l l  copra , and in 
many c a s e s  they s tayed o n  to work as unsk i l l ed labourers . 4 7  
Peop le from P i l iwa/Lapai ,  who are forced to focus on 
Kavi e n g  becaus e o f  the tran s po rt network ( se e  above , p .  3 5 3 )  
wen t the re mainly to take advantage o f  educational and 
training cour s e s  o ffered to adults in the 1 9 5 0 s  and the 
early 1 9 6 0 s . They were perhaps l e s s  incl ined to go to 
large r  more d i s tant c e ntres than people from New I re l and 
be caus e o f  their i s o l ation whi ch caus e s  them to be l e s s  
wel l  i n fo rmed about oppor tun i ties e l s ewhere . 
4 6  The two moves s hown i n  Tab l e  5 . 6  to Mad an g  and Wewak were 
made by women born i n  Madang and Ea s t  Sepik Province s  
re spective ly . 
4 7  S ixty pe r cent o f  the men from thi s vi l l a ge who made 
f i r s t  moves to Rabaul went to find work . 
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The s e  i n i ti al des tinations were o f  di f ferent s igni­
f i c ance a t  d i f f er ent time s  in  the past .  None o f  the men 
who f i r s t  moved b e fore 1 9 3 0  trave lled fur ther than East 
New B r i tain . In the 1 9 3 0 s  a few who s i gned o n  as  agree­
men t  l aboure r s  moved di rec tly from the vi l l a ge to Wau/ 
Bul o l o  gold fie l ds . Be tween 1 9 4 0  and 1 9 4 6  on ly a few 
people moved becaus� mob i l i ty wa s res tr i c te d  by ho s ti l i­
t ie s , and thos e  who d i d  so a l l  went to o ther rural New 
Ire l and l oc ation s . I n  the 1 9 5 0 s , wi th the e s tab l ishment 
o f  s chool s ,  aid pos ts and c o -oper ative trading ,  New 
Ire l an d  P rovince c on tinued to b e  the ma in i n i t ial des tina­
tion , but men a l s o  moved to Port Moresby p rimari ly as  army 
rec ruits . Afte r  1 9 6 0  ini tial movements a ga in took place 
mai n ly w i th in the i s l ands region , b ut Raba ul was much 
more i mportant than it had b e en in former time s . O ve r  
hal f the Bom/ Ratabu peop l e  who se initial  moves were to 
Rabaul went durin g  thi s  pe riod .  I n  re cent time s , wome n  
have al s o  moved fur ther when f i r s t  l e av in g  home than they 
d i d  in the pas t ,  al though they did no t go as far as the 
New Guinea mainl an d . 
The s e  changes through t ime demons tra te impor tant 
s ta ge s  in the e volutio n  o f  mi gration from rural New 
I re l and , as s o c i ated wi th changes  in the rea s on for move­
men t  ( Table 5 . 7 ) . The o lde s t  mi gr an t s  moved mainly to 
work , but no t a s  agreement l ab ourers .  They obta ined 
cas ual j ob s  on p lantations nea r  the i r  vi l lages . There i s  
thus no evidenc e  tha t  agreement l abour migration from the 
TABLE 5 . 7  
REASONS FOR MOVING - FIRST MOVE S 
Migration cohorts 
Be fore 1 9 3 0  1 9 3 0 - 3 9  1 9 4 0 - 4 5  1 9 4 6 - 4 9  1 9 5 0 -5 4 1 9 5 5 - 5 9  
.-
MALES 
Work ( dire c t )  - - 5 1 8 . 5  - - 1 4 . 0  - - 2 7 .. 4 
Work ( Other ) 9 5 6 . 3  1 1  4 0 . 7  5 4 1 . 7 1 4  5 6 . 0  8 4 0 . 0  1 0  3 7 . 0  
Education 6 3 7 . 5  7 2 5 . 9  - - 7 2 8 .  0 7 35 . 0  11  4 0 . 7  
Marri age - - 1 3 . 7  - - - - - - - -
S tay wi th Kin - - 2 7 . 4 6 5 0 . 0  - - 4 2 0 . 0 2 7 . 4 
Accompany Kin 1 6 . 3  1 3 . 7 1 8 . 3 1 4 .. 0 - - 2 7 . 4  
Resettlement - - - - - - 2 8 .. 0 - - - -
Ente rta inment - - - - - - - - 1 5 . 0  - -
TOTAL 1 6  2 7  12  2 5  2 0  2 7  
FEMALES 
Work ( Othe r )  2 2 8 . 6  1 7 . 7 - - 1 1 6 . 7  2 1 8 . 2  - -
Marriage 1 1 4  .. 3 5 3 8 . 5  - - 2 3 3 . 3  5 4 5 . 5  5 3 5 . 7 
S tay with Kin 1 1 4 . 3  4 3 0 . 8  4 8 0 . 0  2 3 3  .. 3 1 9 . 1  4 2 8 . 6  
Accompany Kin 3 4 2 . 9  3 2 3 . 1 1 2 0 . 0  - - - - - -
Education - - - - - - 1 1 6  .. 7 3 2 7 . 5  5 35 . 7  
Hea lth - - - - - - - - - - - -
TOTAL 7 1 3  5 6 1 1  1 4  
Source : Field data , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
1 9 6 0 - 6 4  1 9 6 5 - 6 9  
1 5 . 0  - -
8 4 0 . 0  9 4 5 . 0  
1 1  5 5 . 0  1 0  5 0 . 0  
- - - -
- - 1 5 .. 0 
- - - -
- - - -
- - - -
2 0  2 0  
- - - -
7 3 8 . 9  2 12 . 5  
4 2 2 . 2  3 1 8 . 8  
1 5 . 6  1 6 . 3  
6 3 3 . 3 1 0  6 2 . 5  
- - - -
1 8  1 6  
1 9 7 0 +  
- -
- -
8 8 0 . 0  
- -
2 2 0 . 0  
- -
- -
- -
1 0  
- -
3 2 0 . 0  
7 4 6 . 7  
- -
4 2 6 . 7  
1 6 . 7 
15  
TOTAL 
9 5 .. 1 
7 4  4 1 . 8  
6 7  3 7 . 9  
1 0 " 6 
1 7  9 ""  6 
6 3 .. 4 
2 1 .. 1 
1 0 . 6  
1 7 7  
6 5 . 7  
3 0  2 8 . 6  
3 0  2 8 . 6 
9 8 .. 6 
I 
2 9  2 7 . 6 
1 1 . 0  
1 0 5  
w 
co 
co 
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period o f  Ge rman admini s tration cre ate d  mi gration s treams 
whi ch we re l ater perpe tuated by chain movemen t .  Thi s  mus t  
l ar ge ly be  due to prohibi tions o n  non- a greement movement 
in e ar l i e r  time s , but a l s o  to the di ffi c ul ti e s  o f  
trave l l i n g  independently o ut s i de New I re l and Provi nce . 
Thi s  i s  in c omple te contras t to the s i tuation noted by 
Harri s ( 19 7 2 )  and Youn g ( 1 9 7 3b )  for labour mi gration from 
the h i gh l ands , and a l s o  to that wh ich app l ie d  in rural 
S irnbu ( Chapte r 4 )  . 4 8 Duri n g  the 1 9 3 0 s  some mi grants did 
become agreement laboure r s  ( Wo rk ( Di re c ted ) - Tab le 5 . 7 ) . 
However a l l  the res pondents who moved to Wau/Bulolo in 
thi s  period wen t  a s  agreement mi gr ants wi th European 
plantation mana ge r s  whom they a lready knew , a very 
di f ferent b as i s  from that o f  Sepiks or h i gh lande r s  s igned 
on en mas se by gove rnment rec rui ter s i n  the 1 9 5 0 s . No 
o ther New I r e l ande r s  l e f t  a s  agreement worke r s . Al l agree-
men t  labourer s  f rom the po s t  Second Wor l d  War per i od are 
income r s  fro m  Sepik and Morobe Provi nce s  who have s ettle d  
in the vil la ge . 
Non- agreeme n t  mi gration to en ter employment has been 
the s in g l e  mos t  important reason for leavin g  the vi l l age , 
al thou gh i t  was more s igni ficant for e arl i e r  mi gr ants 
4 8 It i s  al s o  a marked contras t to the e xpe rienc e s  o f  the 
New Guinea mainlander s  now l i vi n g  in Kase l ok/Putput . 
Bo th the Dre i k ik i r and Kasanornbe gro up s  be gan when one 
or two men who had ini ti a l ly moved as a gr eement l abourer s  
we re j oined b y  the i r  friends . Ne i ther group n ow has 
member s  who a re a greement l abourers , b ut bo th continue 
to e xpand as they are j o ined by o thers from their home 
areas . 
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than for tho s e  who fir s t l e f t  a fte r 1 9 5 5 . However many 
men h ave al s o  l e ft home to attend scho o l s  or training 
cours e s , and for youn ger mi gr an ts educ a tion was the main 
reason for l eavi n g  the vi ll age . In the p re -war period 
the men who moved for e duc ation al rea s on s  went to mis s i on 
training s choo l s  be fore s ub sequently work i ng as  pas tor s . 
Afte r the war the youn ge r  men attended the new gove rnme nt 
s c ho o l s ,  and adults went to train in g  c our s e s  o r gani sed 
by DP I , PHD and the co-operative o r gan i sation s . Mos t  
move s as s oc i ated wi th education took p l ac e  wi th in the 
provi n ce , and s ince 1 9 6 0  men maki n g  the s e  moves have al l 
been y oung people wi th in the formal educ a t i on sy s tem. 
S o c i a l  reasons for mi gration , for e xamp l e  vi s i ti n g  frie nds 
o r  accompanying friends , have genera lly b een secondary . 
Few women h ave le f t  the ir vi l l ages to e n te r  emp loy­
men t ,  and they have only moved for e duca tional purpo s e s  
s in ce the S ec ond Wor l d  War .  Mos t  migr an t  women have 
e i th e r  l e f t  to s tay with friends , to accomp any friends , 
o r  to ge t mar ri e d  ( Table 5 . 7 ) . 
The l imi ted s p a ti al r an ge o f  ini ti a l  moveme nt from 
the s e  New Ire l an d  vi l l ages may be par tly d ue to the fac t 
that i t  was non- agreement mi gration . Mos t  p eople who 
went to work pres umably had to financ e  the i r  own j ourneys , 
and thus trave l le d  only short di stanc e s . The remotenes s 
o f  the p rovince from o the r parts o f  Papua New Guinea 
make s l on ge r  d i s tance movement too co s tly . Social move­
men t s  s imi l a r ly take pl ac e  wi th i n  the i s l and region . 
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Edu cational movements are no t independent , in that they 
a re finan c ed by the government or mi s s ion concerned , 
but they are al so conf ined to ad j acent areas becaus e thi s  
i s  where the fac i li ti e s  are located . On the whole the 
spati a l  di stribution o f  ini tial  movements f rom these 
v i l l age s  i s  s trongly in f l uenced by di s tance cons trai nts , 
unl ik e  the f i r s t  moveme nts f rom S imbu v i l l age s , who se 
mi grants did no t choos e  thei r own de s tination s , o r  f inance 
the i r  own trave l .  
An analy s i s  o f  s ub seque n t  moves shows that mos t 
re turne d  mi grants made s ever al moves b efore the ir mos t  
recent return to the vi l lage . The ave rage mob i l i ty o f  the 
men ( 5 . 0 ) i s  s l i ghtly hi gher than that o f  the women ( 4 . 1 ) 
( Tabl e  5 . 8 ) , and in bo th case s  i t  i s  c ons i de r ab ly h i gher 
than tha t  reve a l ed by the UHS for New I re l ande r s  l i vi n g  
i n  town s  ( 3 . 0 for men and 2 . 6  for women ) . Mi grants from 
Kas e lok/Putput have been the mos t  mobi le and thos e  from 
Bom/ Ra tabu the l eas t mob i le but the ran ge in vil la ge 
mobi l i ty i s  no t great . Whe n  mob i l i ty i s  we i gh te d  by the 
length o f  the mi gra tion h i s tory , New Ire l anders belongi n g  
to rec e n t  mi gration c ohor ts have been mo re mob i l e  than 
tho s e  who moved i n  ear l i e r  time s . As wi th the S imbu , 
thi s  c an be  attributed to improvements in communi cations 
and the growth of opportun i ti e s . Howeve r , perhap s because 
o f  New I re l and ' s  remo tene s s  from o the r p a r ts o f  the 
country , the memb ers o f  e ve ry New I re land mi gration c oho r t  
h ave moved le s s  f requently than the i r  S imbu counterparts . 
Kase lok/Putput 
Fatmi lak 
Bom/Ratabu 
P i liw a/ Lapai 
TOTAL 
Mob i l i ty = Move s Move r s  
TABLE 5 . 8  
MOBI L I TY (ADULT MIGRANTS ONLY ) 
MALES 
Move s Mover s  Mobi l i ty Move s 
2 4 2  4 1  5 . 9  1 3 7  
1 7 2  3 3  5 "  2 1 0 1  
1 9 0  4 2  4 . 5  9 8  
2 8 9 6 1  4 . 7 9 6  
8 9 3  1 7 7  5 . 0  4 32 
Sour ce : F ie ld data , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
FEMALES 
Mover s  Mobi li ty 
2 7  5 . 1  
2 2  4 . 6  
2 9  3 . 4  
2 7  3 . 6  
1 0 5  4 . 1  w '° 
N 
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Many o f  the s ub sequent moves have been c i rcular . 
Men have an avera ge c i rc ul ar mi gr ation i ndex o f  4 9 . 0  
whi l e  tha t for women i s  5 3 . 1  ( Table 5 . 9 ) . As wi th the 
S imbu , the s e  c i rc ul ation leve l s  are far h i ghe r than tho se 
recorded for peopl e  from the province who l ive in towns . 4 9  
Al though men from Bom/Ra tabu h ave bee n  le s s  mobi le than 
tho s e  from the o ther three vi l l age s , they h ave a hi gher 
index o f  c i rc ular mi grati on ( 5 6 . 3 ) . The intens i ty o f  
c i rc u l a r  migr ation has f luctuated through time . I t  i s  
rel a ti ve ly h i gh for members o f  the e a r li e r  mi gration 
h f h 1 b 
. 5 0  
co orts , some o w o m  were a greement a our migrants . 
Mi gr ants in the 1 9 4 6  to 1 9 5 4  c ohorts made a s ma l l e r  numbe r  
o f  c i rc ul ar moves b ecaus e  many were emp l oy e d  in s ki l le d  
j ob s , f o r  e xample tea c he r s  a n d  a i d  p o s t orde r l ie s ,  a f te r  
the i r  ini tial tra i n in g ,  and were l ate r  trans ferred 
b e tween de s tinations . The s e  cohorts a l s o  inc lude the bulk 
o f  the army recrui ts who only re turned to the ir vi ll age s  
a fter l eaving the a rmy . Therea f te r  the l e ve l  o f  ci rc ul ar 
mi gration was h i gher in Fatmil ak and Bom/Ra tabu than in 
the o ther two vi l l age s . In F atmil ak the 1 9 5 5  to 1 9 5 9  
coho r t  incl ude s some agreement l abour recrui t s  f rom main-
land New Guinea . In the early s tages o f  the i r  mi grati on 
4 9  1 5 . 3  for men and 7 . 3  for women ( Tabl e  3 . 6 ) . 
5 0  In practi c e  thos e  who were taken to the Morobe go ld­
fi e l ds o ften moved s ever al time s  be fore they final ly 
re turned to New I re l and . S ome were trapp e d  on the 
mai nl and by the hos ti l i ti e s  whi l e  o ther s  were taken 
by the i r  employers to inl and par ts o f  New Guinea whe re 
new gol dfie lds had been found ( se e  b e l ow ,  p .  4 2 5 ) . 
Be f o r e  1 9 4 6  
MALE S 
Ka s e l ok/Putp ut 5 9  
F a tmi l ak 4 9  
Bom/ Ra t abu 4 3  
P i l iwa/Lap a i  5 0  
TOTAL 5 2  
F EM.ALE S 
K a s e l ok/Putput 4 3  
F a tmi l ak 6 7  
Bom/ Ra tabu 3 4  
P i l iwa/Lapa i  6 1  
TOTAL 4 7  
1. C i rc u l a r  Mi g r a t i on I n de x  
1 9 4 6 - 4 9  
3 3  
4 9  
4 6  
3 0  
4 1  
5 0  
7 5  
5 4  
-
5 6  
TABLE 5 . 9  
C I RCULAR M I GRAT I ON
! 
Mi g r a t i on coho r ts 
1 9 5 0 - 5 4  1 9 5 5 - 5 9  
4 7  4 3  
2 2  5 0  
3 1  70 
5 0  5 8  
3 8  5 5  
8 0  -
5 1  5 2  
5 0  1 7  
- 2 4  
5 3  3 1  
1 9 6 0 - 6 4  
1 9  
5 0  
7 1  
3 0  
3 4  
2 9  
7 5  
3 7  
6 9  
5 4  
_ N o . o f  Re turn Move s to Vi l l age x 2 x - To t a l  Move s 
S o ur c e : F ie l d  Data , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
1 9 6 5 - 6 9  
1 4  
5 0  
8 8  
3 8  
5 5  
8 3  
-
5 0  
7 3  
7 3  
1 0 0 
1 9 7 0 +  
-
6 7  
1 0 0 
1 0 0  
8 8  
1 0 0  
1 0 0  
8 0  
6 7  
8 1  
TOTAL 
4 6  
4 7  
5 6  
4 7  
4 9  
5 5  
6 1  
4 4  
5 1  
5 3  
w 
\.0 
it::. 
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h i s to ri e s  they worked on p l an tation s  in New I re l and and 
New Bri tain and , s in c e  they were repatr i ated on comp le tion 
o f  contrac t ,  they were c i rcular mi grants . Later they 
remaine d  away fro m  the i r  home vi l l age s . I n  Bom/Ratabu 
the l e ve l  o f  c ircular mi gration ro se rapi d ly wi th the 
be ginni n g  o f  mi gration to Rabaul . Almo s t a l l  these mi grants 
were uns ki l l ed , di d not obtain permanent j ob s  in town , 
and chos e  to maintain thei r  vi l l age contac ts . The equi­
valent coho rts in Kas e lok/Putput compri s e d  mai n ly ski l le d  
workers who took the i r  fami l ie s  wi th them and thus came 
back le s s  frequen tly to the i r  vi l l age s . I n  the mos t  
recent coho r t , the leve l  o f  c i rcular mi grati on i s  h i gh in 
every vi l lage because mos t  o f  i ts members are young men 
who have only been away f rom the vi l l age whi le attending 
e ducati onal ins t i tutions , and have not ye t entered the 
work force . 
Fema l e  leve l s  o f  c ircul ar mi gr ation vary in a more 
random fashion and , e xcept for the youn ge s t  women who 
have made c ircul a r  move s for educ a ti onal purpo s e s , are 
as s o c i ated l arge ly wi th the movements made by the men .  
The h i gh leve l o f  c i rcular migration in these New 
I re land vi l l ages provides furth e r  evidence tha t  when 
people b egin to move i ndepe ndently they do not nece s s ari ly 
become permanent ab s entee s from the vi l lage . Like the 
S irobu , non- agr eement migran ts from New Irelan d  cannot 
alway s  take the i r  f ami l i e s  wi th them when they move , 
and they may pre fer to re turn to the vi l lage because i t  
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a l l ow s  them to maintain the i r  l and claims and take part 
i n  vi l l age s o c i a l  li fe . The mo s t  common reason advanced 
by men for re turn i n g  to the vi l l age was be caus e they 
were tired o f  a re gul ar j ob and wage e arning was not 
neces s ary for the mai n tenance o f  acc ep tab l e  l iving 
s tandards . Othe r pur e ly s o c i a l  reason s , s uch as marriage , 
o r  hel p i n g  to care for e lderly members o f  the i r  fami l i es 
a l s o  drew them home . A f ew ,  for e xample teachers and 
aid po s t  o rder l i e s , had a c tual ly been trans ferred back 
to the i r  own v i l l ages to work , b ut even i n  New I re l and , 
whe re some vi l l a ge rs are qua l i f i e d  for s uch j ob s , the se 
openings o c cur rare l y . Hardly any women had been wage 
e arners whi l e  l iving in the ir home vi l l a ge s , and mos t  o f  
them c ame home ei ther bec ause thei r  husbands were a l so 
returni n g , o r  b e c ause they were keen to re j o in thei r  
fami li e s . 
Mos t  migran ts have made more than one non- traditional 
move . The de s tination s  to whi ch they wen t  a f te r  the i r  
i n i t i a l  move s are more wide ly s catte red than tho se which 
they f i rs t  chos e ,  and some initial des tinati on s  became 
l e s s s i gn i f i c an t . How ever on the who le the s patial di s ­
t ribution o f  ini tial and s ub sequent movements ( e xc luding 
return move s to the vil l a ge )  is  s imi lar . Wi th experience ,  
men moved to towns more o ften than to rural des ti nations , 
al though in Pi l iwa/Lapai people moved to work in rural 
centres a fter f i rs t training in town ( Table 5 . 1 0 ) . Rabaul 
and Kavieng were s ti l l  the mos t  important town s . Rabaul 
Vi l la g e  
Location 
Moro be 
E a s t  Sepik 
S imb u 
Wes t  S epik 
Madang 
New I re l and 
E New Britain 
W New Britain 
N S o l omon s 
Man us 
Mi l ne B a y  
TOTAL R ur a l  
Kavieng 
Rabaul 
Port More sby 
Arawa/Pa n g un a/ 
Kieta 
Kim.be 
Lae 
Wewak 
Madang Town 
Namatanai Town 
Poponde tta 
Min j  
Vanimo 
Lorengau 
Wau/Bulolo 
Kundi awa 
TOTAL Urban 
TOTAL N o . of 
Move s 
K a s e lok/ 
P utput 
% 
2 . 1  
2 5 . 3  
1 . 1  
1 . 1  
3 . 2  
1 . 1  
3 3 . 7  
1 4 . 7  
1 2 . 6  
1 4 . 7  
4 . 2  
5 . .  3 
1 . 1  
5 . 3  
1 . 1  
5 . 3  
2 . 1  
6 6 . 3 
9 5  
F a tmi lak 
% 
1 .  4 
2 4 . 3  
8 . 6  
3 4 . 3  
1 8 . 6  
2 4 . 3  
1 . 4  
1 .  4 
2 . 9  
2 . 9  
1 .  4 
4 . 3  
4 . 3  
1 . 5  
2 . 9  
6 5 . 7  
7 0  
S o urce : F ie l d  Da ta , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
TABLE 5 . 1 0 
S UB S EQUENT MIGRANT DES T I NATI ON S  
( E XCLUDING RETURNS TO VI LLAGE ) 
MALES 
Born/ 
Ratabu 
% 
1 .  4 
2 4 . 7  
9 . 6  
3 5 . 6  
2 . 7  
4 7 . 9  
4 . 1  
9 . 6  
6 4 . 4  
7 3  
P i l iwa/ 
Lapai 
% 
0 . 8  
1 .  6 
0 . 8  
4 2 . 1  
1 . 6  
1 . 6  
2 . 4  
4 . 0  
5 4 . 8  
1 6 . 7  
9 . 5  
5 . 6 
0 . 8  
0 . 8  
3 . 2  
2 . 4  
2 . 4 
0 . 8  
0 . 8  
0 . 8  
0 . 8  
0 . 8  
4 5 . 2  
1 2 6  
TO TAL 
No . % 
' 1 I � 1 1 1� 
1 6  
I ! I 1 5� 
I I 
5 0  
7 6  
2 5  
2 
1 
1 0  
1 0  
4 
12 
1 
1 
9 
3 
7 
2 
2 1 3  
3 6 4  
0 . 3  
0 . 8  
0 . 5  
0 . 3  
0 . 3  
3 0 . 8  
4 . 4  
0 . 8  
1 . 6  
1 . 6  
4 1 . 5  
1 3 . 7  
2 0 . 9  
6 . 9  
0 . 5  
0 . 3  
2 . 7  
2 . 7  
1 . 1  
3 . 3  
0 . 3  
0 . 3  
2 . 5  
0 . 8  
1 . 9  
0 . 5  
5 8 . 5  
K/P 
% 
6 2 . 0  
2 . 0  
2 . 0  
2 . 0  
6 8 . 0  
1 2 . 0  
I. 1 6  . o  2 . 0  I I 
I 
2 . 0  
3 2 . 0  
5 0  
F a t  
% 
3 . 1  
1 8 . 8  
9 . 4  
6 . 3  
: I 
3 7 . 5  I 1 8 . 8  I 2 5 . 0  6 . 2  
6 . 2 
3 . 1  
3 . 1  
6 2 . 5  
3 2  
I I 
FEMALES 
B/R 
% 
3 7 . 9  
3 7 . 9  
3 . 4  
3 4 . 5  I 3 . 4  
3�4 I 
1 7�2 I : I : I 
6 2 . 1  I 2 9  
I 
P/L 
I 
TOTAL 
% N o . % 
4 . 0 
4 . 0  
4 4 . 0  
8 . 0  
6 0 . 0  
2 0 . 0  
4 . 0  
4 . 0  
4 . 0  
4 . 0  
4 . 0 
4 0 . 0  
2 5  
1 
2 
5 9  
4 
3 
2 
1 
7 2  
1 8  
2 7  
4 
2 
1 
3 
1 
7 
1 
6 4  
1 3 6  
0 . 7  
1 .  2 
4 3 . 4  
2 . 9  
1 .  8 
1 . 2  
0 . 6  
5 2 . 9  
1 3 . 2  
1 9 . 9  
2 . 9  
1 . 5  
0 . 7  
1 .  8 
0 . 7  
4 . 1  
0 . 7  
4 7 . 1  
w 
\.0 
-...J 
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was marginal ly more s i gn i fican t  as a sub sequent des tination 
than i t  had been ini ti ally , e s pe ci a l ly for Fatmi l ak men 
who wen t  to further training i n  Rabaul a f te r  ini tial 
a ttendance at lower level educational e s tab l ishments 
w i thin New Ire l and . Some men f rom both Kas e lok/Putput and 
Fatmi l ak moved to Kavie n g  afte r  ini ti al movement wi thin 
rural New I re l and , and were thus s tep mi grants , but thi s  
moveme n t  i s  not we l l-marke d .  Kavien g doe s not have a s i g­
n i f i cant rol e  in s te p  mi gra tion to c en tre s outs i de the 
province . Of the 2 0  men who f i r s t  moved to the town , 1 3  
re turned to the i r  vi l lages on thei r  s econd move . Five o f  
the remainder went di re c tly o n  t o  l ar ger town s ; the s e , 
the only true s tep migrants who us ed Kavieng a s  the i r  
ini tia l  s tagin g po i nt , ac coun t  for on ly three per cent o f  
a l l  res pondents . No o ther towns wer e  impor tant des t ina­
tions . Almo s t  a l l  mi gran ts to mainl and towns were tran s ­
ferred the re in the c o ur s e  o f  thei r  emp l oyment , for 
examp l e  a s  army recrui ts or teache r s , and thus al though 
the mi gration spac e  o f  more e xpe r i enced mover s  i s  more 
extens i ve than that o f  initial move r s , thi s  doe s  not 
re fle c t  the i r  own choice . 
Women makin g the i r  s e c on d  o r  later moves s ti l l  went 
mainly to rural des tinations wi thin New I r e l an d  Province . 
Both Rab aul and Kavieng were more prominent urban de stina­
tions than they had been previous ly , partly because women 
had gone the re w i th thei r husbands a f te r  i ni ti a l  tradi ­
tional marri a ge move s . More di s tant towns were s ti l l 
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unimp or tant , and mos t  women who had s tayed i n  these 
c entre s h ave gone a s  dependents of the i r  h usbands . 
The s triking s imil ar i ty in the spatial d i s tribution 
o f  ini tial and s ub sequent des tinations may be partly due 
to chain migr ation . When the two s e ts o f  d e s t inations 
are c ompared ,  the rank corre l ati on coe f fi c i ent fo r men i s  
pos i tive and h i gh ly s i gni f i c an t , whi l e  tha t  for women i s  
a l s o  pos i tive but no t s i gni f i cant . 5 1  S ome chain movement 
has deve lope d , par t i cularly between Bom/ Ratabu and Rabaul , 
where f o r  over 1 5  yea r s  one o r  two men from the vi l lage 
have a c te d  a s  hos ts for both v i s i tors and more permanent 
mi gr an ts . Whi l e  the i r  presence in Rabaul undoub te dly 
encourage d  o thers from the vi l lage to c ome and look for 
work , thei r  role in l ooking a fter c as ua l  vi s i to r s  was 
perhap s more importan t . Vi l l ager s  trave l le d  to Rabaul 
by c o pra bo at and , i f  the boat was not s chedul ed to re turn 
to the west co as t  o f  New I re l and , mi ght be s trande d in-
de fini te ly . 
f k .  . 5 2  0 r_ insmen . 
They became hi ghly dependent on the suppor t 
There are few o ther obvious e xamp l e s  o f  
chain mi gration f rom these vi l la ge s . Mos t  mi grants apart 
5 1  r = 0 . 7 5 (n = 2 4 ) s i g .  at  0 . 1 % leve l , for men ; 
r = 0 . 2 7 ( n  = 1 3 )  not s i g .  for women . 
5 2  Thi s  movement s eems to have cease d  w i th the opening o f  
the CMB depot i n  Namatanai ( se e  above , p .  3 5 3 ) .  Vi s i tors 
from di s tan t o ffshore i s l ands s uc h  a s  T an ga and L ih i r  
were l ike ly t o  be s trande d for a much l on ge r  time than 
tho s e  f rom the we s t  coas t o f  New I re l an d ,  and gove rn­
men t  o f fic i a l s  in both Rabaul and Nama tanai have lon g  
been c once rned about the re sul tin g h ardship ( M .  Richard s , 
Dis tr i ct Commi s s i one r Namatanai , per s . c omm) . 
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from thos e  from Bom/Ratabu are ski l led and move to j obs  
whi ch they have alre ady obtai ne d .  Unde r the s e  c i rcum-
s t ances  chain migration i s  not ne ce s s ary a s  a fo rm o f  
s upport , and i n  fac t i s  o ften i mpo s s ib l e  be cause mig rants 
a re tran s fe rred to  des tinations i n  the course of  the i r  
employme n t , re gar dl e s s  o f  whe re thei r k i n  are l iving . 
The s i mi l ari ty between initi al and s ub sequent des tina-
tions for mi gran ts from the s e  vi l l a ge s  i s  be caus e Rabaul , 
and to s ome extent Kavieng , can provide al l the emp loyment 
opportuni ties , and s ervi ce s , that vi l la ge rs demand , and 
they h ave l i t t l e  rea s on to go any further . 5 3  Moreove r ,  
the c o s t o f  moving to d i s tan t  centre s con fines movement 
to tho s e  a re as wi thin or near New I re l and Provinc e . 
The change i n  the s pati al d i s tribution o f  movement 
o ut s i de the vil la ge i s  s ummari s e d  for a ll mi grants in 
Fi g .  5 . 6 .  B e fo re 1 9 4 0  movements were l i mi ted spatia l ly , 
exce p t  fo r tho s e  made by agreement l abour re crui ts . During 
the 1 9 4 0 s  movements were s ti l l  mainly s hort-d i s tance , and 
were confined to New I re land and the New Bri tain P rovinces , 
al tho ugh some moved a s  far as Nor th Solomons to work a s  
c arr i e r s  for Ame ri c an s  based on Emira i s l and . Mos t  people 
on the New Guinea mai nl and i n  the 1 9 4 0 s  we re a greement 
mi gran ts who had been in Wau/Bulolo be fore the Japane s e  
inva s ion . I n  the 1 9 5 0 s  other urban de s tinations on the 
mainland , s uch a s  Port Moresby , became impo rtant , but only 
5 3  The s e  are examp l e s  o f  the operation o f  the l aws o f  
' intervening o pportuni tie s ' ( Stouf fe r , 1 9 4 0 ) . 
Fig .. 5 . 6 De st ina t ions for New Ire l and Vil lage Res i dent s ( Year of Move to Loc a tion ) 
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for peop l e  d i re c te d  by the ir employer s . Afte r  1 9 6 0  some 
-
mi grants moved o f  thei r  own vol i ti on to Lae and Port 
More sby to f i nd work . Thi s  may indicate the b e ginning o f  
a new tre nd i n  mi gr ation from these v il l age s , but the 
movement s ti l l  i nvo lve s  only a few i ndividua l s . 
Mos t  movement after i ni tial  mi gr ation from the vi l l a ge 
i s  for e conomi c r e a so n s  ( Table 5 . 1 1 ) . Over three-
quarte r s  of  s ub s equent moves made by men were for employ-
men t , and a fur ther ten per c ent o f  move s were made for 
educ at i on , and may a l s o  be  termed as prima r i ly e c onomic 
i n  mo tivation ( s ee ,  for e xampl e ,  Harr i s ,  1 9 7 4b :  Conroy , 
1 9 7 6 ) . Few men s ub sequently moved as  a gre ement worker s .  
Non- a gr eement emp l oyment was o f  two type s : on the one 
hand mi grants were free to move from one j ob to ano ther ,  
and o n  the o ther they were tran s ferred by thei r  employers . 
Trans ferred move s , whi ch acc oun t  for o ver 2 7  per cent o f  
al l move s , and a re characteri s ti c  o f  e ve ry coho r t , ind i -
c ate that many o f  the s e  New Ire l anders had permanent or 
at l e as t s emi- permanent j ob s . Thi s  movemen t  not only 
a f fe c ted emp l oyee s  s uc h  as teachers , army per so nne l , 
pol i c emen a nd aid pos t  o rde r l ie s , but a l s o  pas tor s , 
dome s ti c  servants , and s k i l led workmen such as carpenters 
and p l umber s . I t  i s  r e l a tive ly ins i gn i f icant for S imbu 
rur al vil l a ger s . Educ ation s ti l l  accoun ted for a h i gh 
propo r t io n  o f  moves i n  the 1 9 5 5  to 1 9 6 4  c ohor ts , in which 
some adults a ttended tra ining cour s e s  a fter e a r l i e r  wage 
earnin g  e xper ience , but f ew who became mi grants a f ter 
TABLE 5 . 1 1 
S UB S EQUENT MOVE S ( EXCLUD ING RE TURN S  TO V I LLAGE ) - REASON S  FOR MOVING 
M i g r a t i on Be f . 1 9 3 0  1 9 3 0 - 3 9  1 9 4 0 - 4 5  1 9 4 6 - 4 9  1 9 5 0 - 5 4  1 9 5 5 - 5 9  1 9 6 0 - 6 4  1 9 6 5 - 6 9  
Cohor t s  No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
MALE S 
Work ( Di r e q te d )  - - 1 1 .  4 - - 4 6 . 7  1 2 . 5  2 4 . 0  - - - -
Work ( Othe r ) 2 7  5 0 . 9  4 4  6 0 . 3  1 3  6 1. 9  1 5  2 5 . 0  2 3  5 7 . 5  1 9  3 8 . 0  1 7  4 2 . 5  1 6  5 9 . 2  
Work ( Tran s fer ) 1 9  3 5 . 8 1 6  2 1 . 9 4 1 9 . 0  2 3  3 8 . 3  1 1  2 7 . 5  1 4  2 8 . 0 1 0  2 5 . 0  2 7 . 4  
Educa tion 2 3 . 8 4 5 . 5  3 1 4 . 3  6 1 0 . 0  3 7 . 5  1 1  2 2 . 0  7 1 7 . 5  1 3 . 7  
Marr i a ge - - - - - - 1 1 .  7 - - - - - - - -
S t ay w i th Kin 1 1 .  9 1 1 .  4 - - 5 8 . 3 - - - - 3 7 . 5  4 1 4 . 8  
A c c ompany K i n  3 5 . 7  - - - - 1 1 .  7 - - - - - - 1 3 . 7 
He a l th - - 1 1 .  4 1 4 . 8 1 1 .  7 1 2 . 5  2 4 . 0  - - - -
S to r ie s o f  O th e r s  - - - - - - 2 3 . 3  - - 1 2 . 0  1 2 . 5  - -
Oth e r  S o c i a l  1 1 . 9  6 8 . 2  - - 2 3 . 3  1 2 . 5  1 2 . 0  2 5 . 0  3 1 1 . 1  
TOTAL 5 3  7 3  2 1  6 0  4 0  5 0  4 0  2 7  
FEMALE S 
Work ( Other ) 1 4 . 8 4 2 2 . 2  1 1 0 . 0  - - 1 4 . 0  1 4 . 0 4 1 9 . 0  1 1 4 . 3  
Educ a t i on - - - - - - 1 1 4 . 3  1 4 . 0  1 4 . 0  4 1 9 . 0  - -
Mar r i a g e  3 1 4  .. 3 1 5 . 6  - - 1 1 4 . 3  1 4 . 0  3 1 2 . 0  - - 1 1 4 . 3  
Work ( Tran s fe r )  - - - - - - - - 2 8 . 0  - - - - - -
S tay wi th K in 2 9 . 5 - - 2 2 0 . 0  - - - - 2 8 . 0  3 1 4 . 3  1 1 4 . 3  
Ac company K i n  1 5  7 1 . 4 1 3  7 2 . 2 7 7 0 . 0  4 5 7 . 1  2 0  8 0 . 0  1 6  6 4 . 0  1 0  4 7 . 6  3 4 2 . 9  
H e a l th - - - - - - - - - - 1 4 . 0  - - 1 1 4 . 3  
O th e r  S o c i a l  - - - - - - 1 1 4 . 3  - - 1 4 . 0  - - - -
TOTAL 2 1 1 8  1 0  7 2 5  2 5  2 1  7 
Source : F ie l d d a ta , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
1 9 7 0 + 
No . % 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -
-
- -
1 5 0 . 0  
- -
- -
- -
1 5 0 . 0  
- -
- -
2 
TOTAL 
No . % 
8 2 . 2  
1 7 4  4 7 . 8  
9 9  2 7 . 2  
3 7  1 0 . 2  
1 0 . 3  
1 4  3 . 8  
5 1 .  4 
6 1 .  6 
4 1 . 1  
1 6  4 . 4  
3 6 4 
1 3  9 . 6  
8 5 . 9  
1 0  7 . 4  
2 1 .  5 
1 0  7 . 4  
8 9  6 5 . 4  
2 1 .  5 
2 1 .  5 
I 
1 3 6 
,.p,. 
0 
w 
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1 9 6 5  made s ub s equent e ducational move s . They are the 
par ti a l ly e ducate d  who have returned to the vi l lage , in  
contr as t  to the ir more h i ghly educated contemporar ies  
who are al l ab sent . 
Mi gration for social rea sons , for examp l e  vi s i ting 
fr iend s  and family e l s ewhere , accompanying o ther members 
o f  the f ami ly ,  or ente r tainment , only accounts for 1 1  per 
cent o f  al l move s , and is s l i ghtly l e s s  i mpor tant than i t  
was i n i ti a l ly . Vil l a ger s s ay tha t  eve n  so c i a l ly motivated 
mi gration i s  only undertaken for s pe c i f i c  pur po s es , for 
example , to l ook a fter a s ick rela tive . Unl ike the S irnbu , 
they do no t go for extended soc ial  vi s i ts mere ly because 
they are bored wi th vil l a ge l i fe . 
Mo s t  men have h e l d  s k il l ed or pro f e s s i onal j ob s  whi l e  
absent f rom the vil la ge ( Table 5 . 1 2 ) . Thi s  r e f le c ts the ir 
gen er a l l y  h i gh l evel o f  education and l i teracy , v i s - a - v i s  
men from the Sepik o r  the h i gh l ands . They have worked 
a s  dri ve rs ,  plantation foremen , car pente r s , p l umbers , aid 
pos t o r der l ie s , pol i ce and army recrui ts , mi s s ion worker s , 
primary s choo l te acher s , agr i c ul tura l  o f f i ce r s , c le rical 
as s i s tants and te lephon i s ts . Tho se who w ere unski l le d  
were employed a s  s te vedore s , ship ' s  crew , and general 
laboure r s . Mo s t  o f  thos e  who worked a s  pl antation 
labour e r s  were from the New Guinea mainland , and planta tion 
employe e s  from New I re land worked as dome s ti c  servants , 
foremen , dri ve rs and , in  more recent time s , plantation 
manage r s . S tudents formed the rema inin g l ar ge o c c upat ional 
TABLE. 5 . 1 2 
OCCUPAT I ONS OF MI GRANTS 
( ON EACH ABSE�CE , EXC�U D I NG STAYS I N  VI LLAGE ) 
Pro f . C l er ic a l  Po l i ce/ Sk i l l ed Uns k i l le d  P lantation Army 
No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % No . % 
MALES 
Ka s e l ok/ 4 2 . 6  2 1. . 3  3 0  1 9 . 6  4 3  2 8 . 1  3 7  2 4 . 2  1 0 . 7  Put put 
Fatmi l ak - - 9 8 . 5  1 2  1 1 . 3 3 3  3 1 . l  1 9  1 7 . 9  9 8 . 5  
Born/ 
- - 2 2 . 0  1 L O  2 3  2 3 . 2  4 3  4 3 . 4  5 5 . 1  Ratabu 
P i l iwa/ 1 2  6 . 6  7 3 . 8  1 3  7 . 1  6 2  3 3 . 9  4 0  2 1 . 9  1 0 . 5 Lapa i 
TOTAL 1 6  3 . 0  2 0  3 . 7  5 6  1 0 . 4  1 6 1 2 9 . 8  1 3 9  2 5 . 7  1 6  3 .. 0 
FEMALES 
Ka s e lok/ - - 2 2 . 1  - - 1 1 . 1  
Pu tpu t 
Fatmi l ak - - - - 4 9 . 1  3 6 . 8  
Born/ - - - - 5 9 .. 1 5 9 . 1 
Ratabu 
P i l iwa/ 2 4 . 2  - - 2 4 . 2  3 6 . 3 
Lapai 
TOTAL 2 0 . 8  2 0 . 8  1 1  4 . 6 1 2  5 . 0  
Sourc e : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
S tudent 
No . % 
2 2  1 4 . 4  
1 9  17 . 9  
9 9 . 1  
4 6  2 5 . 1  
9 6  1 7 . 7  
1 1  1 1 . 7  
1 0  2 2 . 7  
2 3 . 6  
1 4  2 9 . 2  
3 7  1 5 . 4  
Unempl oyed 
No . % 
1 4  9 . 2  
5 4 . 7  
1 6  1 6 . 2  
2 . 1 . 1  
3 7  6 . 8  
8 0  8 5  .. 1 
2 7  6 1 . 4  
4 3  7 8 . 2  
2 7  5 6 . 3  
1 7 7  7 3 . 4  
� 
0 
Ul 
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group ; they ran ged from young peopl e attending primary 
and s eco ndary s choo l s , to adul t tr ainees in various govern­
men t  departments , and ter ti ary s tudents . Mi grants remained 
o ut s i de the work forc e  on only seven per cent o f  the 
o c c a sions on which they move d , and mos t  o f  the se we re 
movements in the tradi tional system wi th i n  the rural 
vil l a ge s ec to r  in  New I re land Provinc e . 
The re l a tive proportion in di f ferent o c c upational 
l eve l s  var i e s between the vi l l ages , because o f  d i f ference s  
in  l eve l s  o f  e duca ti on .  Bom/ Ra tabu men were mor e  o ften in 
uns ki l le d  j ob s  than were tho se from the o ther thr ee vil l a ge s , 
and , conve r s ely , fewer were abs en t  from home as  s tudents . 
In contras t ,  men fro m  Pi l iwa/Lapai were frequently abs ent 
as s tudents , and many had been in profe s s ional and c leri c al 
j ob s . Altho ugh thi s  i s  r e l a ted to the fac t that thi s  
communi ty i s  h i gh ly c ommitte d  to acqui r i n g  a n  education 
( s ee above , p .  3 7 1 ) ,  i t  a l s o  stems from the i s ol ation o f  
the vi l lage , a s  a l l  who w i s h  to go b eyond pr imary s chool 
o r  under take adul t education mus t  mi grate . I n  con tras t ,  
some s econdary s choo l s tudents from the o ther vi l l a ge s  
c an trave l dai ly from the i r  home s . Kas e lok/P utput and 
Bom/ Ra tabu men more o f te n  rema ined outs i d e  the work force 
than d i d  tho s e  f rom F atmi lak and P i liwa/Lapai .  Mos t  o f  
thes e  movements took place wi th in the rur al vi l l age 
s ec to r , al though a few men fro m  Bom/ Ra tabu were unemp loyed 
for inde f i ni te per iods  in  Rabaul . Women made mos t  o f  
the i r  s ub s equent movements for soc ial  rea sons , o f  whi ch 
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by f ar the mos t  impor tant i s  accompanying the ir husbands 
-
and o ther k in ( Table 5 . 1 1 ) . They are obv io us ly dependents , 
and a s  s uch the i r  movemen ts mere ly paral l el tho s e  o f  thei r  
men folk . Thos e  who have entered the work force have he l d  
both s k i l l e d  and unsk i lled j ob s , o ften a s  dome s tic servants , 
nurs e s  and teache r s . Young women in recent year s have 
o ften been abs en t  whi l e  a ttendi n g  s chool s  and col l e ge s , 
but f ew o f  thos e  who have s ub sequently come back to the 
vi l lage have b ecome wage e a rner s . 
As wi th rural S imbu ( see p .  2 8 9 ) , i t  i s  di f f ic ul t  to 
a s s e s s the pre c is e reasons why thes e  rural New Ire l ander s 
mi gr a te . They thems e lve s are on the who l e  s tr ongly 
oppos e d  to peo p l e  leavi n g  the vi l lage unl e s s  they have a 
s trong reason for doi ng s o . Wi th the e xception o f  peopl e 
from Bom/ Ratabu mos t  people only went to j ob s  which they 
had alre ady bee n  o f fered through the ir own contac t net-
work s , and they were well aware o f  how the c ondi tions 
under whi ch they woul d be  worki ng would compare with tho s e  
in  the vi l l age . A s  a consequence , unexpres se d  s o c ial 
mo tive s , s uch as the e xc i tement o f  trave l and the thri l l  
o f  s e e i n g  new p l a ce s , are probably l es s  r e l evant i n  mi gra-
tion f ro m  rural New I r e l and than they are in migration 
from rural S imbu . 
Kavieng ' s  Ro le i n  the Mi gration Proce s s  
Kav ien g i s  not the mos t  important town to which thes e  
vi l l a gers mi grate , nor doe s  i t  have a s i gn i f i c ant role a s  
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a s t a ging po int in a s tep-mi gration proce s s . However it  
has been an impor tant centre for mi gr ants from one­
vil l a ge , Pi l iwa/Lapa i , and the re i s  some evidence that i ts 
s i gn i f i c ance for mi grants from Kas elok/Putput and Fatmi lak 
increase d  in  the i r  l ater movements . Few mi grants from 
Bom/Ratabu have eve r l ived ther e . Thi s  s ugge s ts that its 
rol e  a s  both a mi grant de s tination and a s ervice c entre 
vari e s  w i thin di f ferent par t s  o f  New Ire l and Provinc e . 
Al though Kavi eng i s  a smal l  town ( po pula tion 3 3 0 1  in 
1 9 7 1 ) , and is the adminis trative c en tr e  for a popula tion 
o f  only 6 0  O O O , i t  contai ns provincial o f f i c e s  o f  a l l  
government departmen ts , and l ar ge br an ch e s  o f  private 
e s tabl is hments s uch a s  the bank s and the trading company , 
Burns Phi lp . I ts comme r c i al func tion , repres ented by 
b o th who l es a l e  and retai l f i rms ,  i s  als o  de ve loped to a 
h i gh l evel becau s e  the province contains a l a r ge number 
o f  planta tion s , p reviously al l Chine s e  or E uropean owned . 
Be cau s e  o f  the planta tions , the town hand l e s  a l a r ge 
quanti ty o f  o ve rs eas  trade ( Mi s k ar am ,  1 9 7 6 : 4 0 5 - 4 0 7 ) . 
The s e s ervi ce s c ame i n to exi s tence e s s e ntial l y  for the 
b en e f i t o f  the non- indi geno us popul atio n . S ince the 
Second Wor l d  War , New Ire l and vil la gers have made in­
cre as i ng use o f  the town ' s  s ervi ce s  a s  they al so b ecame 
cash c ropper s  and , inevi tably , trader s . However the town 
i s  eccentr i ca l l y  s i tuated w i thin the province ,  and doe s  
not adequately serve the needs o f  a l l  r ural dwel lers . 
In the Nama tanai Dis tri c t ,  where people have a seconda ry 
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centre and al so are relative ly c lo s e  to Rabaul , it  i s  o f  
mino r  importance . Thi s  charac ter i s tic i s  c l e arly -shown 
by c as ua l  movements made by res pondents i n  the rural survey . 
In the four s ur ve y  vi l la ge s , al l o f  the men and women 
from Kase lok/Putput , Fatmi lak and P i l iwa/Lapai have at 
s ome time in the pas t  been to K avi eng ,  but only 6 8  per 
cent o f  the men and les s  than hal f the women from Born/ 
Ratabu have vi s i ted the town ( Tabl e  5 . 1 3 ) . A much h i gher 
per c entage o f  Bom/Ratabu peop l e  have been to Rabaul , 
obviou s l y  the dominant urban centre for that part o f  New 
I re l and P rovince . Mo s t  vi s i tors to Kavieng had been to 
town i n  the year prec e di ng the s urvey , and tho s e  from 
Kas e lok/Putput and Fatrni l ak had made mul tip l e  tr ips dur ing 
tha t  time . People o f te n  travel to Kavie n g  i n  vi llage 
groups rath e r  tha n  a s  individua l s , because they pre fer to 
organ i se the i r  own tran s port rather than depend o n  chance . 
Thus e ach vi s i t  may i nvolve up to 1 0  or 2 0  peopl e ,  
e s pe c i a l ly from P i l iwa/Lapai where transport is  by cano e . 
Some i nd i vi dual s from Kaselok/Putput and Fatmil ak do mak e  
the j ourn ey , e i ther u s i ng pas s in g  vehi c le s o n  the Bo lum-
insk i Hi ghway , o r  the bus whi ch p l i e s thr i c e  weekly 
b e twee n  K avieng and Nama tan a i . 
Few men s a id that their mos t  r e cent j ourney s to 
Kavieng5 4  h ad been to f i nd work . New Ire land vi l l a ger s 
today are r arely i nteres ted i n  uns k i l l e d  wage l abour , 
5 4  Se e Chapter 4 ,  p .  2 9 2  for explanation o f  ques tions 
po s ed i n  thi s  par t o f  the s urvey . 
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TABLE 5 . 1 3 
REASON FOR V I S I TING KAV IENG AND RABAUL ( %  ALL MOVE S )  
MALES FEMALE S  
Re a s on 
A B c D A B c D 
Kavien9 
Work 8 . 3  2 . 3  5 . 6  1 5 . 3  - - 7 . 7  -
Bus i ne s s  4 5 . 8  1 8 . 6  1 1 . 1  1 5 . 3  4 3  . 5  2 9 . 4  3 . 8 8 . 7  
Marke t *  2 5 . 0  4 8 . 8  3 3 . 3  2 9 . 2  4 1 . 9 3 9 . 2  1 1 .  5 2 . 9  
Entertainme n t  2 . 1  - 8 . 3  - 1 .  6 2 . 0 - 4 . 3  
Vi s i t  Fr iends 6 . 3  2 . 3  5 . 6  4 . 2  1 .  6 5 . 9  1 1 . 5 1 3 . 0  
Mee t  F r i e n d s  2 . 1  2 . 3  - 4 . 2  - I - - -Accompany F r iends 2 . 1  1 4 . 0  2 . 8  8 .  3 4 . 8  9 . 8  3 . 8 1 5 . 9  Look Round 4 . 2  7 . 0  1 1 . 1  6 . 9  1 . 6  2 . 0  1 5 . 4  7 . 2  
P a s s  Thr o ugh - - 2 . 8  1 2 . 5  - I 2 .  0 3 . 8 1 7 . 4  Hos p i ta l  4 . 2  4 . 7  1 3 . 9  2 . 8 4 . 8  9 . 8 4 2 . 3  I 3 0 . 4  E duc ation - - - 1 .  4 - - - -
P o l i c e  - - 5 . 6 - - - - -
No . o f  Vi s i  tor·s 4 8  4 3  3 6  7 2  6 2  5 1  2 6  6 9  
No . o f  Vi s i t o r s /  1 0 0  1 0 0  6 7 . 9  1 0 0  1 0 0  1 0 0  4 2 . 6  1 0 0  Tota l ( % )  Re spon de n t s  
Raba u l  
Work 1 8 . 8  1 0 . 8  2 1 .  2 3 1 . 9 5 . 0 - 3 . 5  -
Bus i ne s s  9 . 4  1 0 . 8  3 . 8 2 . 1  1 0 . 0  - - -
Mark e t * 6 . 3  5 . 4  3 . 8  2 . 1  5 . 0  3 . 7  3 . 5  -
Entertai nmen t  3 . 1  3 7 . 8  9 . 6  1 2 . 8  1 0 . 0  7 . 4  3 . 5  -
Vi s i t  Friends 1 2 . 5  2 9 . 7  3 8 . 5  6 . 4  5 . 0  4 8 . l  I 6 3 .  2 1 4 . 3  Ac company F r i en d s  3 . 1  - 3 . 8  2 . 1  2 0 . 0  1 8 . 5  1 5 . 8  1 4 . 3  Look Rou n d  3 . 1  - 9 . 6  1 4 . 9  1 0 . 0  - 3 . 5 2 1 . 4 
P a s s  Thr ough 1 5 . 6  2 . 7  3 . 8  1 4 . 9  5 . 0 1 1 . 1  I - 4 2 . 9  Hosp i t a l  6 . 2  2 . 7  5 . 8  2 . 1  2 0 . 0  1 1 . 1  7 . 0  -Education 1 5 . 6  - - 1 0 . 6  5 . 0  - - 7 . 1  
P o l i ce 6 . 2 - - - 5 . 0  - - -
No . o f  V i s i to r s  3 2  3 7  5 2  4 7  2 0  2 7  5 7  1 4  
No . o f  V i s i to r s /  6 6 . 7  8 6 . 0  9 8 . 1  6 5 . 3  3 2 . 3  5 2 . 9  9 3 . 4  2 0 . 3 Total ( % )  Re spondents 
A Ka s e lok /Putput B = F a tmi l ak c Bom/Ra tabu D P i l iwa/ Lapai 
* I nc l ude s s e l l i n g  copra . 
S o ur ce : F i e l d  da ta , Youn g , 1 9 7 6 . 
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except o f  a ve ry temporary na ture , and l ik e  the i r  
-
coun terparts i n  S imbu , are well  aware o f  the l imi ted 
o ppor tun i tie s ava i l ab l e  i n  their provinc ial town . Mos t  
New Ire landers currently working in Kav i en g  a r e  in more 
ski ll e d  o cc upations , and the town ' s  unsk i l l ed l abour 
force compr i s e s  ex-plantati o n  l aboure r s  from the Sepik , 
Mor obe and hi ghlands provinc es , and some New Ire landers 
from r e l ative ly di s advantage d  areas s uch a s  New Hanover . 
Mos t  men from Kas e l ok/Putput went to Kavieng to 
tran s a c t  bus i ne s s , e ither wi th government d epartments , 
o r  wi th retaile r s  and who l e s aler s .  Few people from the 
mor e  r emo te vi l la ge s  c ame to town speci f i c a l l y  for thi s  
reas o n , a l though mos t  o f  them v i s i ted the r etai l s tores 
whi l e  i n  town for o ther purpo s e s . S e l l in g  produce , i n  
parti cular copr a , was a more impor tant rea so n  f o r  go ing 
to Kavi en g . Copra s e l l e r s  were accompani ed by the i r  wive s , 
chi l dren and o ther r e l ative s , but women from P i l iwa/ 
Lapai r arely went with the ir husbands on the s e  tr ips 
becaus e of the uncer tainty o f  finding tran sport to r e turn 
home . Mos t  o ther j o urneys to Kavieng were undertaken for 
s o c i a l  reasons - mee ting friends from o ther vi l l a ges , o r  
v i s i ti n g  relative s  l iving i n  town . Few men went casual ly 
to wander round . 
Women from Kas e lok/Putput and F atmi l ak norma l ly went 
to Kavi eng to tr an s a c t  bus in e s s ,  a ttend mee ti ngs , or s e l l  
produce . Women from both vil la ge s  s o l d  f o o d  in the market ,  
but whi l e  some f rom K as e l ok/Putput went e very s econd 
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Saturday , a f te r  government pay-day , Fatmi l ak women rare ly 
went more than onc e a month . Al though they go less fre-
quently , Fatmilak women bring far l ar ger quanti tie s of 
produce to s e l l  than do women from Kas e lok/Putput . Kavieng 
mark e t  attracts s el l er s  from a greate r  d i s tance than doe s 
the marke t i n  Kundi awa , partly because there i s  l ittle 
surplus produce f rom ad j acent are as o f  Ti gak , but a l s o  
be cause mos t  p eopl e trave l by 5 5  c ar . 
The remainin g  women from Kase lok/Putput and from 
Fatmi l ak went to town to vis i t  the i r  fri ends . A h i gh 
per centage o f  women from both Bom/ Ra tabu and P i l iwa/Lapai 
vi s i te d  Kavi eng to go to the ho spita l . Tho s e  from Born/ 
Ratab u  were s ent there be caus e they r equired fac i l i ti e s  
no t avai l ab l e  i n  the sma l l  hospita l  i n  Namatanai , whi le 
mo s t  P i l iwa/Lapai wome n  had been taken the re when pre gnant .  
Pub l i c  heal th o f fi c i al s  pref er women f rom the s e  smal l o f f-
shore i s l an d s  to c ome to Kavie n g  for s ever al we eks prio r 
to the date chi l dren are due to b e  born . 
Men and women rarely went to Kavi eng for soc i al 
r ea s o ns , and the town has no obvious s o c i a l  meeting place . 
Whe n  v i l lage r s  come to the town , they tend to congr e gate 
in sma l l  group s  outs ide s pe c i f i c  Chi ne s e- owned trade 
55 For a vari e ty o f  re asons c onnecte d  w i th the time when 
s e l ler s  leave the i r  home vil l age s , the atti tude o f  the 
New Ire l and women towards s e l l ing produc e pub l ic ly , 
and the enthus i a sm o f  the townspeop l e  for buying 
vege tab l es when they a re fresh , s e l l i n g  o c c ur s  mainly 
in darknes s ,  be twe en the hour s of four and s even a . m . 
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s tore s whi ch they patron i s e , o r  remain i n  their own 
veh i cl es for hour s on end whi le thes e  tour the town on 
various c ommi s s io n s  Al though men from Kas e lok/Putput 
mee t  the i r  f r i ends in the ho te l , tho se from further a f i eld 
rarely do so , and mos t  o f  the ir s o c i al vi s i ts to town focus 
on the hous e s  o f  the i r  fr iend s  and rel ative s . Some 
absentee s from each o f  the s e  vi l la ge s  l ive i n  Kavieng , 
but i n  only one c as e , P i l iwa/Lapai , doe s the hous eho l d  
act a s  a n  urban b a s e  for vi s i to rs from the vi l la ge . A 
coup l e  f rom P i l iwa/Lapai , who have worked for many years 
with the Roman Cathol ic Mis s ion at  Ba gai l , p rovide accommo ­
dation for vi s i to r s  who have busine s s  requiring a s tay o f  
s everal days i n  town , o r  who are unabl e  to f ind trans po rt 
immedi at ely whe n  they wi s h  to re turn to the i s land . 
Vi s i to r s  norma l ly give a sma l l  payment , and provi de food 
and o ther pro duce from D j aul . They al s o  rel ay the news 
from the vi l lage and in  turn p ick up news tha t  reaches 
Kavien g f rom fur th er a field . Thi s  household may thus i n­
dire ctly af fe c t  the mi gra tion proce s s  f rom P i l iwa/Lapai , 
a l though , a s  noted e a r l ie r , thi s  ro le i s  unl ikely to be 
as  important as i n  S imbu because when New I re land vil l a ge r s  
move th e y  o f ten a l ready know about the j ob s  to which they 
are goi n g , and the p l ac e s  where they wi l l  s tay . 
Town re s i dents from other o ffshore i sl and s , in particu­
lar Mus s a u  and New Hanove r , per form a s imi l a r  role for 
their f e l low vi l l age r s , but it  extends into the mi gration 
proce s s . A s urvey conducte d  by o f fi ci a l s  o f  DDA in late 
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5 6  1 9 7 5  showed tha t  i n  the mi grant settlemen t s , on the 
o ut sk i r ts o f  Kavien g ,  almo s t  al l the New I re land born 
were from the s e  two i s land s . The remainder o f  the 
re s idents came from the Sepik , Mor obe , Madang , Eas tern 
and Southern Hi gh l ands Province s . Many o f  the New 
I re lande r s  were from the s ame vil l age s , and whi l e  some 
f rom each vi l l a ge gro up had e i ther ski l l ed o r  uns ki l l ed 
j ob s , others wer e  no t wage e arners al though they had been 
in the town for a t  l e a s t  a mon th . The s urvey doe s  not 
show why they c ame to Kavieng ,  but s ome a t  leas t had come 
to f i nd work , and meanwh i l e  were uti l i s i n g  the i r  contact s  
i n  exac tly the s ame way a s  d o  newly arrive d unski l le d  
Simbu mi grants i n  Lae and Por t  Mor es by . Thi s  contr a s t s  
wi th the moveme nt from P i l iwa/Lapai , i n  whi c h  the vi s i tor s 
to Kavieng are a l l  temporary , and are i n  town for def in i te 
reasons . 
Abs en tees from Kaselok/Putput and F atmi lak who l ive 
in Kavieng are a l l  youn g  unmarri ed people in cleri cal 
pos ition s  with the admi n i s tration . They generally s hare 
accommodation wi th the ir col l eague s , and when the i r  
f ami l ie s  and friends c ome to town they us ual ly mee t  bri e fly 
at  the i r  pl ac e s  of  work rath e r  than i n  thei r  home s . I t  i s  
normal for vi s i to r s  from the s e  two v i l lages to f i n i s h  
the i r  b us ine s s  within one day a n d  the n  return home . 
5 6  Mos t  o f  thes e  s ettlements were replaced by a no­
covenan t  hous i n g  area se t up wi th i n  the town by the 
Hous ing Commis s ion in early 1 9 7 6 . 
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Peo p l e  from Bom/Ratabu who l ive i n  Kavi e n g  have on ly 
r ecently s ettled i n  the town , and the i r  pre s ence has not 
ye t af fe cte d the mobi l i ty pattern s o f  the re s ident 
vi l l a gers . 
Thus , de s p i te the fac t that s everal vi l l a gers have 
l ived i n  Kavieng i n  the pas t , the town doe s  not play an 
important p ar t  in migration f rom thes e  vi l l age s , and 
there is no evidence for s tr on g  s te p  type movemen t .  
Moreo ve r  i t  has only a l imi ted role a s  a s oc i al centre , 
partly because i t s  fac i l i ti e s  a re not ge ared to serve the 
indi genous New Ire l anders , but a l so bec ause New Ire l ande r s  
rarel y  v is i t  town for pure ly s o c i a l  reason s . I ts indirec t 
inf luence on migration i s  there fore also l imi ted . 
Types o f  Mi grant and Type s o f  Movement 
Mos t  men l iving i n  the New I re land vi l l a ge s  have 
alway s been non - agreement mi grants , and unl ike the case 
of Sirnbu vi l lage r s  it is no t pos s ible to demons trate that 
the i r  movements are b a s ed on an e xi s ti n g  founda tion of  
knowle d ge o r i gi nating in the earl i e r  agre ement l abour 
migration period . However , al though they a re non­
a gr eemen t mi grants , the New Irel ander s  vary a great 
deal i n  the i r  charac te r i s ti c s  and whi le some have chosen 
thei r  own d e s t i nation s , o thers have been trans fe rred 
wi thout cho i ce be tween des tinations dur i ng the entire 
cours e o f  thei r  worki n g  l ive s . Mos t  non- a greement mi grants 
have at  some time moved of  the i r  own vol ition and at o ther 
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time s been tran s f e rred and there fore i n  the fol lowing 
d i s cus s io n  trans ferred mi gr an ts are not separate ly- di s­
t ingui she d , except for obvio us cas e s  s uch a s  pol i cemen 
and army re cruits ( non-agreement ( di re c te d ) ) .  A fur ther 
c a te gory , non- agre ement ( education ) , d i s t ingui she s tho s e  
peopl e  who have only been away to attend educational 
i ns ti tution s . 
All except three men have at some time been non­
agre emen t mi gran t s  ( Table 5 . 1 4 ) , and over 8 5  per c ent 
have neve r  worked as  a greement l abour re crui ts . Non ­
a greement ( di re cte d )  migran ts ac count for o n l y  6 . 3  per 
cent o f  the total . Kase lok/Putput and Fatmi l ak have the 
h i ghe s t  perc entage o f  former agreement l abour mi gran ts , 
s ever a l  o f  whom are from the Sepik Provinc e , and Kas elok/ 
Putput has a re l atively large numb e r  o f  non- a greement 
( di re c te d )  mi gran t s , mos tly e x- member s of  the army . Non ­
a greement movement f o r  e duca tion i s  mos t  impor tant in 
P i l iwa/Lapai . 
Al though non - agreement mi grants predo mi nate in every 
cohor t ,  the i r  re l ative importance varie s .  Both o f  the 
pre-Se cond Wor l d  War cohorts incl ude s ever al men who have 
been a greement mi grants , although mos t  o f  the s e  have als o  
moved i ndependently . Almo s t  a l l  o f  tho s e  men are New 
Ire land born , whe re a s  a greement mi grants who belong to 
the pos t-war cohort s are i n-mi grants from the mainland . 
All e xcept two o f  the non-a greement ( di re c te d )  mi grants 
be lon g to the imme di ate po s t-war cohor t  when the 
Kaselok 
Fatmilak 
Born 
P i l iwa 
TOTAL 
Cohor ts 
Before 1 9 3 0  
1 9  3 0- 3 9  
1 9 4 0 - 4 5  
1 9 4 6 - 4 9  
1 9 5 0 - 5 4  
1 9 5 5- 5 9  
1 9 6 0 - 6 4  
1 9 6 5- 6 9  
1 9 7 0 +  
Education 
None 
Pidgin/ve rnacular 
P .  1- 3 
P .  4 - 6 
Secondary + 
TOTAL 
Des tination Ty Ee 
Rural V i l lage ( RV )  
Rura l  Non-V i l l a ge ( RNV) 
Urban 
RV/Urban 
RNV/Urban 
RV/RNV 
RV/RNV/Urban 
Circular Mi�r ation 
None 
0- 2 4 . 9  
25 . 0 - 4 9 . 9  
5 0 . 0 - 74 . 9  
75 . 0 - 9 9 . 9  
1 0 0 . 0  
Mob i l i ty 
1- 2 Moves 
3- 4 
5- 6 
7- 8 
9+ 
De12endents 
S ingle 
Married (Without ) 
Marr ied ( With) 
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TABLE 5 . 1 4 
CHARACTERISTICS OF MIGRANT TYPES ( MALE S )  
Agreement Agreement/ Non-Agreement Non
-Agreement 
Non-Agreement ( Di re cted) 
No . % No . % No . % No . % 
1 2 . 4  5 1 2 . 2  2 5  6 1 . 0  6 14 . 6  
- - 6 1 8 . 2  2 5  75 . 8  2 6 . 1  
2 4 . 8  2 4 . 8  3 7  8 8 . 1  - -
- - 5 8 . 2  4 4  7 2  . 1  3 4 . 9  
3 1 .  7 1 8  1 0 . 2  1 3 1  7 4 . 0  1 1  6 . 2  
- - 7 4 3 . 8  9 5 6 . 2  - -
3 1 1 . 1  6 2 2 . 2  1 7  6 3 . 0  1 3 . 7  
- - - - 1 1  9 1 .  7 1 8 . 3  
- - 1 4 . 0  1 8  7 2 . 0  3 12 . 0  
- - 1 5 . 0  1 8  9 0 . 0  1 5 . 0  
- - 2 7 . 4  2 0  7 4 . 1  3 1 1 . 1  
- - 1 5 . 0  1 6  8 0 . 0  2 1 0 . 0  
- - - - 1 8  9 0 . 0  - -
- - - - 4 4 0 . 0  - -
3 1 0 0 . 0  1 0  5 5 . 6  2 5  1 9 . 1  1 9 . 1 
- - 8 4 4 . 4  5 5  4 2 . 0  7 6 3 .  6 
- - - - 8 6 . 1 1 9 . 1  
- - - - 2 4  1 8 . 3  1 9 . 1  
- - - - 1 9  1 4 . 5  1 9 . 1  
3 - 1 8  1 3 1  - 1 1  
- - - - 3 2 . 3  - -
2 6 6 . 7 5 2 7 . 8  1 5  1 1 . 5  - -
1 3 3 . 3  2 1 1 . 1  4 3  3 2 . 8  5 4 5 . 5  
- - - - 6 4 . 6  - -
- - 1 1  6 1 . 1  5 2  3 9 . 7  3 2 7 . 3  
- - - - 6 4 . 6  - -
- - - - 6 4 . 6  3 2 7 . 3  
- - 3 1 6 . 7  1 0  7 . 6  1 9 . 1  
- - - - 2 1 . 5  1 9 . 1  
- - 2 1 1 . l  1 7  1 3 . 0  6 5 4 . 5  
- - 7 3 8 . 9  4 7  35 . 9  2 1 8 . 2  
- - 3 1 6 . 7  1 7  1 3 . 0  1 9 . 1  
3 1 0 0 . 0  3 1 6 . 7  3 8  2 9 . 0  - -
2 6 6 . 7  - - 1 8  1 3 . 7  - -
1 3 3 . 3 7 3 8 . 9  5 5  4 2 . 0  - -
- - 6 3 3 . 3  2 9  2 2 . 1  4 36 . 4  
- - 4 2 2 . 2  1 3  9 . 9  3 2 7 . 3  
- - 1 5 . 6  1 6  1 2 . 2  4 3 6 . 4 
1 3 3 . 3 9 s o . a  6 9  5 2 . 7  9 8 1 . 8 
2 6 6 . 7  4 2 2 . 2  7 5 . 3  2 1 8 . 2  
- - 5 2 7 . 8  5 5  4 2 . 0  - -
Source : Field data , Young , 1 9 7 6 .  
Non-Agreement TOTAL ( Education ) 
No . % 
4 9 . 8  4 1  
- - 3 3  
1 2 . 4  4 2  
9 1 4 . 8  6 1  
1 4  7 . 9  1 7 7  
- - 16 
- - 2 7  
- - 1 2  
3 1 2 . 0  2 5  
- - 2 0  
2 7 . 4  2 7  
1 5 . 0  2 0  
2 1 0 . 0  2 0  
6 6 0 . 0  1 0  
- - 3 9  
1 7 . 1  7 1  
1 7 . 1  1 0  
5 35 . 7 3 0  
7 5 0 . 0  2 7  
1 4  1 7 7  
- - 3 
12 8 5 . 7  3 4  
- - 5 1  
- - 6 
1 7 . 1  6 7  
1 7 . 1  7 
- - 9 
- - 1 4  
- - 3 
- - 2 5  
5 35 . 7  6 1  
- - 2 1  
9 6 4 . 3  5 3  
9 6 4 . 2  2 9  
5 35 . 7  6 8  
- - 3 9  
- - 2 0  
- - 2 1  
14 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 2  
- - 1 5  
- - 6 0  
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admini s tr ation active l y  p romo te d  re crui tment for the 
-
pol i ce and a rmy , e spe c i al ly i n  provinces s uch as  New 
Ire l and where the people were a lready s emi - l i terate . 
A h i gh percentage o f  non - a greement ( educati on ) mi grants 
belong to the las t two cohorts , and in the l ate s t  coho r t  
they o utnumb e r  non- agreeme n t  mi grants .  They are mos tly 
young people who have opted to re turn to the vi l lage 
r ather than a ttempt to enter the work force . 
Di f ferent types o f  mig rant tend to go to di fferent 
type s  of de s tination , 5 7  but a s  wi th the Sirnbu res pondent s , 
the di s t i nc tion i s  not abs o l ute , and the c omp ar i son i s  
l e s s meani n g ful because o f  the small  s ample s i ze i n  some 
cate gor i es . Mos t  a greement migran ts have l ived only in 
rural non - vi l l age c e n tre s , whi l e  ove r  3 0  per c en t  o f  non-
a greement mi gran ts h ave only been to town s . However a 
few non- agreeme n t  mi grants h ave moved only wi th i n  the 
rur a l  v i l lage s e c tor , whi l e  o ther s  have l ived in towns o r  
rural non-vil lage c entres a s  we l l  a s  v i l l a ge s . Several 
a re e x- p as tor s  of the Uni ted Church who , a f te r  training 
i n  mi s s ion s tation s , were employed e nt i r e ly wi thi n  
vil lages . Non - a greeme n t  ( di re cted )  mi grants have al l 
s pent s o me time i n  towns , al though s ome have al s o  moved to 
o ther types o f  de s tination , and those who mi grated for 
e ducat ional reasons l ived i n  rural non-vi l l a ge centr e s , 
i . e .  s chool s .  
5 7  S e e  Chapter 4 ,  p .  2 9 7  for types o f  des tination ; here 
Kavieng i s  the neares t  town . 
2 X = 1 5 6 , d f  = 1 5 , for des ti nation and type s o f  mi grant . 
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Fi g .  5 . 7  i l lus trate s  the change in types o f  de s tina­
tion for the ini ti a l  and s ubsequent movements of each 
migration cohort . In the two e arl ie s t  coho r ts , mo s t  men 
f i r s t moved to r ural non-v i l l age centre s , ove r hal f o f  
whi ch we re plantation s . Thi s pattern i s  c learly as soc i ­
a te d  wi th the a greement l abour mi gration , noted earl ier . 
During the war ini ti a l  movement took p lace mainly wi thin 
the rural vi l l age s e c tor , predominantly re fugee movement 
to tradi tion a l  a l l ie s . Immediate ly a fter the war rural 
non-vi l l a ge centres w ere dominant ,  but w i th the extens ion 
of New I re l and ' s  e duca tional fac i l i ti e s ,  moves to school s  
outnumbered tho s e  to p lantation s . There a fter , movement 
to s chool s  and mis si o n  s tations rema ined i mp ortant for 
f i r s t - time move r s , al though betwe en 1 9 5 0  and 1 9 5 4 , and 
1 9 6 0  and 1 9 6 4 , towns were prominent de s tinat ion s . The 
f i r s t o f  the s e  cohor t s  include s  the army recrui ts and 
adul t tra ine es , both o f  whom went to towns di rec tly from 
the v il l a ge , whil e  the s e c ond inc l ude s  many men from Born/ 
Ratabu who took part in the e xodus to Raba ul . Kavien g 
was the mos t  impor tant urban dest ination dur i n g  the war , 
when movement to o ther towns was res tr ic te d . 
Subs equen t  des tinations di ffer markedly f rom initial 
des ti n ations .  Al l c ohort s , exc ept that o f  1 9 4 0  to 1 9 4 5 , 
made far more o f  the i r  later move s to rural vil lage 
location s . Thes e  are mai nly traditional moves as soci ated 
wi th the matr i line a l  organi sation of s o c i e ty . They a l s o  
incl ude move s made by , for example , teache rs ,  pas tors , 
Fig .. 
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and a i d  po s t  o rde r l i es ,  who are emp loyed in vi l lage s  
a fte r in i ti a l  training i n  non-vi l l age centre s . The 1 9 4 0
. 
to 1 9 4 5  cohort doe s  not show the s ame p attern o f  chan ge 
because the se people s tarted wi th traditiona l  move s and 
were re s tr i c te d  from mo ving to non- tradi tional centre s 
unti l l ater . Mos t  people belo n ging to po s t  1 9 7 0  coho rt 
have only made one non-tradi tional move , and thus there 
i s  no evidence as to whether they wi l l  go to di f ferent 
type s  o f  de s tinat i on a s  they become more e xperienced . 
The s e cond important chan ge i s  tha t  rur al non-vi ll age 
c en tres are much l es s  important in s ub sequen t  moves than 
they were ini tial ly . Many men who i n i t i al ly moved to 
plantations o r  s chool s  the n  pro c ee de d  to wa ge employment 
in town s . Thi s  movement to towns i s  as s o c i ated with the 
genera l e xpan si on o f  urban emp loyment oppo r tunities  through­
out Papua New Gui ne a  in recent ye ars , a l r e ady indi c a te d  by 
the census data , the UHS data , and the data from rural 
S imbu . 
Di f fe re n t  type s  o f  migran t have di f f erent l eve l s  o f  
e ducational exper i ence . Mos t  o f  the agreement and agree­
ment/non-a greement migran t s  have no formal e ducatio n , or 
have only attende d P id gi n or vernacula r  s choo l s  in the 
vil l age . In contra s t ,  almo s t  4 0  per c en t  o f  non- agre ement 
mi gran t s  have at l e a s t  a few year s o f  formal primary 
s choo l in g .  Non-agre emen t  ( direc te d )  migrants are l e s s  
hi ghly e ducate d  than the o th er non - agreement mi grants , 
becaus e mos t  are ex- army re c rui ts from the pos t-war period 
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when no formal qua l i fi cations were required for thi s 
-
o cc upation . Thi s  i l lus trates the d i f f ic ul ty o f  de s -
c ribin g type s o f  mi grant according to c ertain fixed 
charac te ri s ti c s  when the se can change markedly through 
time . Pre s ent day a rmy recrui ts  are require d to have a t  
leas t s ix years o f  primary s chool ing . Not s urpr i s ingly , 
the non-a greement ( educat ion ) migrants inc l ude the h i ghe s t  
propor tion o f  peo pl e  wi th s e veral years o f  s c hoo l in g ,  and 
hal f have attended s econdary s chool and l a te r  re turned 
to the vil la ge . 
Al l three men who have o nly been a greement l abour 
migran t s  c i rc ulated d i re c tly be twe en the vil l age and o ther 
des tinations .  Thos e  who l ater became non-a greement 
mi grants made some move s whi c h  were not c ir c ul ar , and 
some a greement/non-a greeme n t  migrants from the Sepik h ave 
neve r  been back to thei r  vi l l ages s in ce they l e ft . Non-
a greement migrqnts have c i rculate d  i n  varying de gree s .  
Some have neve r  returned to thei r  home vi l l ages s i nce they 
l e ft , whi le o the r s  have a lways returned be fore making s ub-
s eque n t  move s . On aver age , non-agreeme n t  mi grants have a 
s l i ghtly hi ghe r l evel o f  c ir cular mi gration than agreement/ 
non- agree ment mi grants , but the di f fe rence i s  not marked .  
What i s  more impor tant i s  the clear e vi dence tha t  although 
the inte n s i ty o f  ci rcul a r  mi gration may decl in e  when agree -
ment mi gration i s  rep l ac e d  b y  non- agreement movement , 
peo p l e  s ti ll c i rc ul a te . Ul timate ly the l eve l o f  ci rcul ar 
mi gration depends on individual c irc ums tance s ,  in partic ular 
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the tie s  that b i nd each person to h is natal v i l l age , and 
the typ e  o f  j ob which a mi grant ho ld s . 
The New I re land v i l l ager s have c i rculated much more 
frequ en tly between thei r  v i l lages and other des tinations 
than d id the New Irel ande r s  who l ive i n  town a nd who were 
i nterv i ewed in the UHS . As wi th the Simbu , this  sugges ts 
tha t  there are two types o f  New Irel a nd migrant ; tho s e  
who move t o  di s tant part s  o f  Papua New Guinea , are highly 
educa te d  and r ar e ly go home except on bri ef vi s i ts ; and 
tho s e  who are l e s s  h i gh ly qua l i f ied , c ontinue to c irculate , 
and r emai n  e i ther with i n  New Irel and Provi nce o r  i n  ad j a­
c ent par ts o f  the i s land reg ion . Mos t  UHS res pondent s 
b el o ng to the f i r s t  type , whi l e  mos t  v i l lage r e spondents 
b elong to the s econd type . The cens u s  does not reveal 
the ex i s te nc e  o f  mos t  peopl e i n  thi s  s econd type b ecau s e  
they r emai n  wi th i n  prov inc i al bounda r i e s  and , by c ensus 
de f i n i tion , are non-migr an ts . They are al s o  omi tted 
f rom u rb an based surveys such as  the UHS bec au s e  they 
o ften s tay ou ts ide the town s . Neverthe l e s s they form an 
important c omponent i n  New Irel and migrat ion a nd becaus e 
they a r e  c i rcul ar move r s , make mainly upward s  and down­
wards mov e s  wi th in the s et t l ement hierarchy . In over 
8 5  p er c ent of the s e  move s , rur a l  v il lages are e ithe r  the 
sourc e  or des ti nat ion . F ew v il lager s move w i th in the 
same l evel o f  the urban h i er ar chy , which f ur th er di s ­
tingui shes them from New Irelander s l iv i ng i n  town who 
normal ly move between urban centre s . 
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Mo s t  mi gr ants , in any cate go ry , e i ther move only 
-
whi l e  they are s ingl e  o r ,  i f  marrie d , a re accompanied by 
the i r  dependents . Few men move wi thout the ir fami l ie s , 
and thus the pers i s tence o f  c ircular mi gration in rural 
New I re l and mus t be a ttributed to the wi sh to mainta in 
vil l age intere s t s  rathe r than the need to re turn to the 
family . Unl ik e  the S imbu , many men cea s e  to mi grate afte r  
marri age , which s ugge s ts that they con si de r  that potential 
cash crop income s  i n  rur a l  New Ire l an d  are s uf fi c i ently 
h i gh to provide s a ti s fac tory family l i vi n g  s tandards . 
Non -agreement migrants have on the who l e  been more 
mobi l e  than tho s e  who have moved under a greeme n t .  Howeve r ,  
as wi th c i rcul a r  migra tion ,  mobi l i ty var i e s  greatly wi thin 
e a ch migrant category . Non- agreement ( di re cted )  mi grants 
were the mos t  mobi le group , mai nly b e cause o f  the i r  fre -
quent trans fer b e tween d e s tination s . 
Thi s  ana ly s i s  has  so  far e xc l uded women who , like the 
S imbu , have mai nly been dependent mi grants . Like thei r  
husbands , they have moved more o f ten t o  towns a f te r  corn-
ple ting the i r  i ni t ia l  moves from the vi l l age . I ni tial 
movemen t in the rur al vil lage s ecto r  was h i ghly important 
and was ma inly tradi t ional . 
The p receding analys e s  o f  migration wi th in geo graphi c 
space , and o f  types o f  mi gran t ,  are mos t  eas i ly under s tood 
through des c ript i ve case s tudi e s  whi ch demons trate spati a l  
and temporal chan ges a s  they a f fe c t  di fferent mi gration 
cohor t s . 
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Example A :  Kas elok/Putput Mi grants Leaving Before 1 9 3 0  
A l l  migrants b e longing to thi s  cohor t are New Ireland 
born , and approximate ly ha l f  have been agreement labour 
worker s . Ini ti ally many moved to r ur a l  non-vi l lage centre s  
( F i g . 5 . 7 ) , but thei r  s ubseq uent movemen ts took them to 
town s . Today they are al l o ld men who s e  author i ty i s  
respected in the vi l l a ge , and who were the innova tor s o f  
o r gan i s e d  c opra c as h  c ro pping immedi ately a f ter the end 
o f  the Second Wor l d  War . 
Three Kaselok/Putput men belong to thi s  group . Al l 
worked on p lantati on s  i n  Eas t New Bri ta i n  a s  agreement 
labour er s in the 1 9 2 0 s . On comp l e tion of the i r  contrac ts 
two wer e  r eturned to the v i l lage but the thir d , who had 
b een worki ng as a dome s ti c  s ervant , went to Aus tra l i a  for 
a f ew months w i th h i s  employer . Dur in g  the 1 9 3 0 s  a l l  
three a ga in l e f t  Kas e lok , thi s  time wi th the German former 
manager o f  a nei ghbour ing plantation who had gone to the 
Mor obe go l d f i e l ds . They s pent a few year s i n  Wau/Bulolo , 
wi th some i ntervening periods a s  labour er s i n  Lae and in  
the E a s t  Sepik , and r eturned to Kase lok be fore the war . 
None made any further moves apart f rom per iodi c change s 
o f  r e si dence to the ir w ive s ' vi l l a ge s . They have s ince 
b ec ome heav i l y  invo lved in c as h  cropp in g ,  and have found 
thi s  to be s u ff i c i ently remuner ative to make fur ther 
migr ation for wage earning unattractive . In addi tion , by 
the time the war ended al l thes e  men were e s tabl i shed in 
the v i l l age , had growing fami l ie s , and f e l t no i nc lina tion 
to l eave . The ir per i ods  o f  ab s ence were not entir e ly 
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F ig . 5 . 8  Movements o f  S e l ec ted New Irel and Migrati on 
Cohor ts 
N umber o f  m i g ra n t s  
__ , 
Type of dest i n ation 
Other town 
N e a rest town 
Other R N V  
P la ntation 
Vi l la g e  ! 
2 
5 
Move n u m ber 
2 4 
RD 
Example  A 
Exam ple B 
E xa m p l e  C 
Exa mple D 
Exa m p l e  E 
KASELOK / Before 1 9 30 
PUTPUT 3 m igrants 
Circular m1�� rat ion index """ 5 8 . 8  
( C M I ) 
P I L IWA / ·1 945 - 1 949 
LAPA! 6 m i g ra nts 
C M ! ::::: 30 0 
BOM /RATABU 1 9 5 5  - 1 95 9  
5 m i g ra nts 
CMI ...., 70.0 
FAT M I LAK 1 96 0  a nd a f t e r  
6 m i g ra nts 
CM! - 5 7 . 1 . 
FATMI LAK 1 95 5  - 1 959 (tamale) 
5 m i g ra nts 
CM! = 7 3 6 
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under a greement labour recruitment , and there fore they 
-
wer e  able to make i ntervenin g  moves without r e turning to 
the v i l l a ge ( F i g . 5 . 8 ( a } ) . They have a c irculation index 
of 5 8 . 8 . 
The expe r ien c e s  o f  thi s  e ar l i e s t  mi grant group are 
typ i c a l  o f  tho s e  o f  their contemporar i e s  in the o ther 
vi l lages , and a l so o f  the group immedi ately fol lowing them 
in the 1 9 3 0 s . Almo s t  a l l  were unski l led , and moved under 
some form o f  government contro l .  They repr e s en t  the ear l y  
pre - c a s h  cropp i ng p e r i o d  i n  New Ire l and ' s  development ,  
when young men were inte re s ted i n  moving , but l acked the 
knowledge or the c ash to s eek o ut the ir o wn opportuni tie s . 
Ne i ther were they intere s ted i n  a greement labour for i ts 
own s ake , but were wil l ing to s i gn o n  a s  r ecrui ts i f  they 
knew the par ti cular employe r s  with whom they woul d be 
work ing . Al l of the Kas e lok/Putput coho r t are agreement/ 
non- agr e emen t  mi grants .  Mi gra tion too k  them away from the 
r e s tri c ti o n s  o f  vi l l age l i f e  and wa s an a ttractive propo s i-
tion when the vi l lage o ffered l i ttle incentive to a youn g  
man t o  s tay . 
War time migran t s , f ew i n  number , r ema ined a lmo s t  
entir e ly w i th i n  New I r e l and Province , except for o ne o r  
two men who worked a s  l abour er s f o r  the Amer i can Forces 
in Nor th Sol omo ns .  After the war the migra tion patterns 
of New Ire l anders began to change wi th the intr oduc tion 
o f  government education and the promo ti on of cas h  croppi n g . 
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Examp l e  B :  P i l iwa/Lapa i  Migr an t s  Leaving B e tween 19 4 6  
and 1 9 4 9  
Member s o f  thi s  migration cohor t  moved initial ly to 
rura l non-v i l l age centre s , p ar t icular ly schoo l s . There­
a f ter s ome moved on to j ob s  in town whi le o thers entered 
emp l oyment i n  the rur a l  v i l l a ge sector . Many o f  thi s  
coho r t  became teache r s  and c le r ica l worker s ,  al though 
the ir formal qua l i f ications wer e  lower than tho se which 
are requ ired for the s e  j ob s  today . They were the f i r s t  
t o  bene f i t  from a n  e duca tional system whi ch i n  later 
year s  enabled s ome young New Irelander s  to e stabl ish 
themse lves in h i gh l eve l oc cupation s . After a long 
abs ence , some have now dec ided to retire and re -e s tabl i sh 
themse lv e s  w i th i n  the i r  rural c ommuni t i e s  whi l e  they are 
s t i l l abl e  to organ i s e  the ir own bus ines s e s . 
S ix men l iving i n  P i l iwa/Lapai be long to thi s  cohort .  
One c omes from Mor obe P rovince . After a s pe l l  in the 
po l i c e  force in h i s  own provi nce , Port Mor e sb y  and Manus 
he worked a s  a carpenter for the Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  
Works in Rabau l . He was late r  trans ferred to Kav ieng 
wher e  he met a nd mar ried a P i l iwa woman a nd eventual ly 
returned to her v i l l age to begin cash c ropping on her 
land . He  has bee n  away from h i s  home in F in schhafen for 
a lmo s t  3 0  year s . 
Four o f  the f ive P i l iwa men were s en t  to s chool near 
Kavieng a fter the war , when al l were in their ' teens . 
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Three wer e  sub s equently sent to Rabaul , one to train a s  
a te acher , one as  a n  a gr icul tura l o f f i c er { Ke revat)  and 
one as a Me thodi s t  pa s tor ( Vunarima ) . The agricul tural 
o f f icer returned to P i liwa , planted co conuts and experi­
mental co f fee garden s , and never entered the wage force . 
The o ther s  wor ked for many year s , the pas tor entirely 
w i th i n  New Ireland Province , and the teacher at  school s  in 
d i s tant prov i nc e s  such as S imbu and Manu s . He was s t i l l  
working a t  P i l iwa Communi ty s choo l  but the pa s tor had 
r ecently retired . 
The rema ining man did not attend s choo l . A s  a very 
young man he worked around the coa st s  o f  New Ireland o n  
copra boa ts belongi n g  t o  the propri e to r s  o f  p l antations 
on D j aul . He r e s i gned f rom this work a f te r  a short time 
and r e turne d  to P i l iwa to marry and grow c oconuts a s  a 
ca sh crop . 
None o f  the s e  mi grants ha s ever separated from h i s  
w i f e  a nd chi ldr en . They have e i ther remained i n  the 
v il lage a f ter marriage o r , s ince they were in occupations 
where accommodation was ava i lab l e , they have continued 
to move but have taken the i r  f ami l i e s  w i th them . Not 
surpr i s i ngly thei r  level o f  c ir culat io n  i s  l ow - only 
3 0 . 0  ( F ig . 5 . 8 { b ) ) .  Al l are non- agreement migrants . 
The P i l iwa/Lapai cohort demons tr a te s how the ava i la­
b i l i ty of  educat ion a ffected New Irel and migration . I t  i s  
s li ghtly a typ i ca l  i n  that mo s t  o f  i ts member s went into 
the new forma l  e ducation system , and became qual i fied for 
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re la tively h i gh s ta tu s  j ob s . I n  o ther vil l age s s ome 
peopl e underwent s imi l ar experiences but o thers ,  already 
too o l d  to enter the new primary s choo l s ,  could only 
part i c ipa te in elementary training cour s e s  whi ch f itted 
them for s em i- sk i l l ed j ob s  s uch a s  s to r e -keeping � The 
migration cohorts in s ubsequent year s  i n  Kas e lok/Putput , 
F a tmi l ak and P i l iwa/Lapai contai n  both type s o f  per son . 
In  o ther parts  o f  New Ireland Prov ince , for example the 
Namatana i D i s tr i c t ,  ne i ther education nor cash c ropping 
developed so rapid ly . The next example des cr ib e s  the 
d i f fer ent type o f  migra tion which deve loped in that region . 
Examp l e  C :  Bom/Ratabu Migrants Leav ing B e tween 1 9 5 5  
and 1 9 5 9  
F i ve men from Born and Ratabu f ir s t  l e f t  the vi l lage 
duri n g  thi s per io d . None had more than one o r  two years o f  
formal educati on , and they had n o  s ki l l  o r  training to 
f i t  them for a s at i s fy in g  permanent j ob i n  town . 
Al l moved to Rabaul and Eas t New Br i tai n , in three 
c a se s  d ire c t  from the vi l lage , and i n  the o ther two c a s e s  
a fter ini tial per iod s a t  mis si on scho o l  and with rel a­
tiv e s  i n  n e i ghbouring vil la ge s . Two men made only s ingle 
tri p s  to Rabaul to s tay w i th friends . They r e turned 
dir e c tl y  to the vi l l age a f ter absences o f  approxima tely 
s ix months during which they d i d  not obta in wage employ­
men t . The o ther three made mul tiple tr ip s , for periods 
o f  between s ix months and four years ( F i g . 5 . 8 ( c ) ) . E ach 
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t ime they were employed ,  one a s  a dome s tic s ervant , one 
on a p l antation near Rabaul , and one in a range of l abour ing 
j ob s  a t  the s awmi l l , on the roads or on the whar f .  The 
dome s ti c  s ervant , who or i g ina l ly wen t  to Rabaul w i th a 
former owner o f  Ratabu plantation , s pent five year s 
working for h i s  previous employer i n  Port More sby . In 
al l c a s e s  except one , migratio n  ceased on mar r i age , and 
the only man who conti nued to move a fter marr i age took 
h i s w i fe and c h i ld w i th h im .  
Thi s  type o f  mi gration i s  d i stinc t from tha t  carri ed 
o ut by men f rom o ther vil l age s in  seve r a l  way s . F ir s t ,  i t  
i s  s trongly circular ( index 7 0 . 0 ) . Secondly , the mi grants 
were uns k i l led and w i th the exception of the domestic 
servant , went with no previous knowledge o f  the type s o f  
j ob which they mi ght find . Thi rdly , two o f  them did not 
become wage earners whi l e  absent . The s e  c haracteri s ti c s  
a r e  more l ik e  thos e  o f  pre sent day non-agreement migr ants 
from r ur a l  S irnbu , than thos e  of the o ther s urvey vi l lages 
in New Ire l and . F i nal ly , unlike o ther member s o f  thi s 
c o hor t in o ther vi l l age s , these Bom/ Ratabu men spent 
near ly a l l  the ir ab s enc e s  in town . Whe n  the r e sul tant 
patte rn o f  migration i s  compared wi th tho s e  for o ther 
coho rt s , mo s t  of the s e  c ontr a s ts are obv ious ( F ig . 5 . 8 ( c ) ) . 
Dur in g  the las t 1 5  year s , the number o f  uns k i l led 
and s emi- sk i ll ed New Irelanders who bec ame mi grants has 
dropped , ma inly becaus e  they form a decr e a s ing propor tion 
of the young adu l t  population , but a l so b ecause v i l l age 
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i ncome s  have r i sen . Only in v i l l ages l ike Bom/Ratabu 
where v il l a ge i ncome s are low , did the unski l l ed continue 
to go . On the o ther hand , young people w i th h i gher level 
qua l i fi c a tions expect to leave the vi l la ge , and many have 
n ever r e turned except on br i e f  vi s i ts . 
Examp l e  D :  Fatmil ak Migr ant s  Leaving After 1 9 6 0  
Only s ix men currently .l iving i n  F a tmi lak b ecame 
migrants a f ter 1 9 6 0 , and one was an ex-plantation labourer 
from F in s chha fen i n  Morobe Province , who was working for a 
F a tmi l ak fami ly .  The Fatmi l ak born mig rants r an ge in age 
from 19 to o ve r  4 0 , and in educational a ttainmen t  from 
Form I I  high s choo l , and Tec hn i c a l  scho o l , to v i l la ge 
mi s s io n  s choo l . Three are s ti l l unmar r i ed , a lthough two 
a re i n  their late 2 0 s  and would a lmo s t  cer ta inly have 
mar r i e d  a lready i f  they had not been abs en t  unti l recently . 
Four of the F atmi lak men moved ini ti a l ly for educatio n , 
three wi th i n  New Irel and Province and o ne to Iduabada 
Techn i c a l  Col le ge i n  Port Moresby . All excep t  one , who 
has r e c en tly r e s i gned from a further e ducation cour se , 
then worked be fore r e turning to Fatmi lak . They are a l l  
ski l l e d , and i n  two c a s e s  the i r  presence i n  the v i l l age i s  
o n ly due to fami ly commitments . 
The rema ining man has worked for many years a s  a 
driver o n  nearby P i era plantation . Mos t  o f  h i s  sub sequent 
migration experi ence has been b e tween F a tmi lak and 
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n e i ghbour ing v i l lage s  a l though he spent about s ix months 
s taying wi th f riends i n  Port Mor esby . 
Thi s  cohor t h a s  f ew member s for two reasons . F ir s t , 
many o f  the ir contemporarie s have l e f t  home and are 
permanent absentees in town s . Se condly , many o f  the younger 
men in the coho r t  are non-migrants : they are teenager s 
w ho have recently comp l eted s ix year s  o f  primary school 
but have b een uns uc c es s fu l  i n  obta ining h i gh s chool place s , 
and have not so  f ar migrated F ive years a go , when employ-
ment pro s pe c ts were better they too wou l d  probab ly have 
l e f t  home . 
Dur ing the l a s t  5 0  years New Ire land men have parti c i ­
pated i n  d i f ferent type s o f  migr ation in re spons e to 
c hanging social  and economic condi tion s , both within their 
own province and e ls ewhere . In  c ontra s t ,  the migrati on 
exp er i ence s o f  the women h ave r emai ned broadly s imilar 
through time . Many h ave moved only wi thi n  the tradi tiona l 
sys tem, and tho se who made non-tradi t ional moves before 
re tur ning to the vi l l a ge migra te d  as dependents o f  their 
husband s . The new type o f  fema l e  mi grant - the educated 
young woman who enters the work force - doe s  no t return to 
settle in the vi l l age . 
Example E ( Fema l e ) : F atmilak Migrants Leaving Between 
1 9 5 5  and 1 9 5 9  
F ive women l iving i n  F atmi l ak f i r s t mi gra ted dur ing 
thi s  perio d . One wa s born i n  Madang Province , and moved to 
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New Ire land after marrying a Fatmi l ak col league a t  a 
mis si o n  ho spi tal o n  the o utsk irts o f  Madang town . When 
they were newly marr ie d  th�y l ived in her vi l l age where 
they operated a trade s to re , but they s aw l ittl e pro spec t 
o f  extending the i r  cash c ropping operations so  dec ided to 
return to F atmi lak to pl an t  both cocoa and coconuts . 
Thr ee o f  the rema ining women moved i n i ti a l ly wi th 
thei r  husbands , a Metho d i s t  pas to r , a pr imary s choo l 
teache r , and a c arpenter . The pa s tor ' s  wi fe r ema ined 
w i th i n  New Ire land P rovinc e , but bo th o f  the o ther s  s pent 
many year s i n  New Bri tai n . One sub s equently r e turned to 
F atmil ak f or f ami ly reason s , and the o ther c ame back wi th 
her New Britain husband to s tart cash cropping . The fi f th 
woman never l e f t  New I r e l an d  unti l 1 9 7 4 , a l though she 
migrated wi th in the tradi tional sys tem . Her . f i r s t  marr i age 
took her to a nei ghbouring vil lage but when her husband 
l e f t  to work in Rab aul she came back to Fatmil ak and 
mar r i e d  a ga in . Her s e co nd husb and a l s o  l e f t  her and she 
final ly remarr ied i n  1 9 7 2 . Two years a go , she and her 
husband s pent s ix months l i vi n g  in Port Mor esby w i th friends . 
ABSENTEE S  - NON- TRADI TI ONAL MIGRANTS 
Over half of the non- tradi tional migrants from the s e  
four v i l l �ge s a r e  c urrently abs ent ( Tabl e  5 . 4 ) . In every 
vil l age except P i l iwa/Lapai , they outnumber tho s e  who have 
re turned and acc ount for between 2 2  and 3 4  per cent of the 
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to ta l populati on . Fatmil ak ha s the h i ghe s t  perc entage 
of absente e s  ( Tabl e  5 .. 1 ) .. Among abs e ntees , mal e s  out­
numb er f emale s , and the ma �culin i ty r atio s are c l os e  to 
tho s e  for the mi grant popula tion o f  New I r e l and as a 
who le i n  1 9 7 1 . The se ratios ai e c on s i de rably lower than 
thos e  amo n g  abs en tee s from the Simbu vi l la ge s  ( Chapter 4 ) . 
Abs en te e s  from the vi l lage s  are predominantly between the 
ages o f  1 5  and 4 4 , and the dependency r atio i s  low 
( Fi g . 5 . S ( a ) ) . They a l so incl ude a h i gh p ropor tion o f  
p eo p l e  w i th pos t-primary e ducation , and rela tive ly few 
wi th no tr aining ( Table 5 . 1 ) . There i s  a marked d i f ference 
in l eve l of education between abs ente e s  and adul t migrants 
who have r e turned to the vi l l age . 
Hi gh ly e ducate d  ab s entee s are accompanied by their 
d ependents , and hol d  j obs  whi ch are o nl y  ava i l ab le in 
r ural non-vi l lage or urban c entre s . They are unlikely 
to return to s e ttle in the v i l lage , and have l i t tle 
reason or opportun i ty f or c ircular migratio n . The i r  
v i l l a ge as s e t s  c a n  b e  adequate ly cared for b y  thei r  re la­
tives who remain b eh i nd . The pro c e s s e s  whi ch operated 
dur i n g  their previous movements are unknown , but are 
l i ke ly to have been s imi lar to tho s e  r evealed in the migra­
tion h is to r i e s o f  the New Irelanders interviewed i n  the UHS . 
Tho s e  absente es with lower l eve l s  o f  e ducation have 
c ha rac teri s ti c s  s imi l ar to re turned migrants in the vi ll age . 
In a few case s the ir dependents are l iving in the vi l lage 
whi l e  they are worki ng el sewhere , but f or the mos t  part 
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tho se who are marr ied are al so accompanied by the ir 
fami l i e s . S ome may s e ttle permanently in the vi l l age in 
the future , and o thers may .frequently c ir culate between 
v i l l a ge and o ther de s tinations . 
The abs entees are s cattered throughout P apua New 
Guine a , but the large s t concentrations are i n  New Ire l and , 
Eas t New Br i ta i n  and Por t  More sby ( Fi g .  5 . 9 ) . In New 
I re la nd P rovinc e , mos t  abs entees l ive i n  r ur a l  locations 
rather than in Kavieng and Namatanai ,  whi le i n  Eas t New 
Bri ta i n  the maj or i ty are i n  Rabaul . E l s ewhere they are 
predo minantly urban dwel l er s , which i s  to be expected 
becaus e of the i r  e ducational qual i fi cation s . Women 
abs en te e s  l ive in  the s ame locatio n s  a s  the men but are 
even mor e  heav i ly concentra ted within the Bi smarck 
Arc hipel a go . 
Abs entees from each vi l la ge are grouped i n  a spec i f i c  
s e t  o f  locations . I n  some des tinations , for example 
Rabaul , r ural New Irel and and Port More sby , there are 
abs ente e s  from every vil lage , but in di f fe r in g  propo rtions . 
Whi le Po r t  More sby h a s  almo s t  equal number s from every 
vil la ge , Rabaul has  large numbers f rom Bom/ Ratabu and 
F atmi l ak , and a very large number from Kas e lok/Putput 
are in rura l New Ire l and ( Fi g .  5 . 9 ) . In mos t  o ther loca­
tion s  o nly one or two vi l lage s  are repr e sented . For 
examp l e , mo s t  abs entees in Lae come f rom Kas e lok/Putput 
and P i l iwa/Lapai , thos e  in Mount Hage n  from Fatmi lak and 
Kase lo k/ Putput , and al l thos e  in Kerema from P i liwa/Lapai . 
Fig . 5 .  9 Loc ation o f  Ab s ente e s  from New Ireland Vi l lage s  
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Few abs ente e s  from Bom/Ratabu a re on the mainl and o f  
Papua New Guinea , and almo s t  a l l  who are l iving there 
are in Por t  Moresby . Thi s  accords wi th the evidenc e  
on Bom/ Ratabu migrants who have r e turned t o  the v i l l a ge , 
h ardly any o f  whom have been outside the i sl ands re gion . 
The spat i a l  di s tr ibution o f  abs ente e  l o cations i s  
s imi lar t o  that o f  previous des tinations wher e  returned 
migrants have l ived , and the corr e l ation b e tween the two 
se ts  i s  s i gn i f i cant . 5 8  Thi s  shows that the migration 
s treams from thes e  four v i l l a ge s  are s tab le , pos s ibly 
bec au s e  o f  chain migration .  Howe ver , as  note d  earl i er , 
chain migration doe s  no t seem to be h i gh l y  important . 
Few re turned mi grants s a i d  tha t they c ho s e  the i r  des tina­
tions because thei r  f amil y  or fri ends were alre ady in 
r es idence , but i n s tead they went to spe c i f i c  j ob s  a lr eady 
awa i t ing them, and i n  many c a se s  d id not cho o s e  thei r  
de s tinations independently . Wel l  educated absentees  
are r arely able to  choo s e  their own de s tinations .. Twenty 
per cent o f  thos e  in Port Moresby are a ttending tertiary 
train i ng es tab l i s hment s , whi le thos e  in  Wewak are member s 
o f  the a rmed forces . The s tabi l i ty i n  migrat i on s treams 
may be due more to suc c e s s ive migration c o ho r t s  of peopl e 
w i th s imi l ar charac te r i s ti c s  undertak i n g  s imilar types o f  
training and obta i n in g  s imi la r  j ob s  than t o  chain migration . 
The main desti na t ions o f  future absentee s  are unl ikely to 
change b ecau s e  they w i l l  be the same type o f  per son , but 
5 8  Rank corre lation , r = 0 .. 5 4 , s i g . at 1 .. 0 %  l evel , n = 3 2  .. 
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minor de s tina tions i n  the migration spac e , for exampl e 
Mendi , Daru o r  Popondetta , may no longe r  be important as  
peopl e  are trans ferred b e tween j ob s . The only probable 
chain mig ration l inks from the se vi l lage s are to Rabaul , 
Por t  More sby , Kavi en g , Namatanai and wi thi n  rur a l  New 
I re l an d . 
Kavie n g  i s  no mor e  s i gni f i cant as  a l oc ation for 
current abs e ntees than it was for r e turned migrants , and 
a l l  the mal e  wage earners  l ivin g  in the town are ski l l ed 
o r  hol d  pro f e s s ional o r  c le r ical j obs  i n  government 
depa r tment s . As noted ear l i e r  there i s  l i ttle e vidence 
of cha i n  movement between thes e  vi l l a ge s  and Kavieng , 
a l though some o f  the abs entees in town p layed important 
rol e s  i n  prov i di n g  a ccommo da tion for vi s i to r s . Mo s t  o f  
the h i gh ly q ua l i f ie d  abs entees i n  Kavieng have only 
rec en tly re turned to the town , but i n  thre e ca s e s  they 
had made c.e fini te reque s ts to do so . Educated New Irelanders 
o f te n  s ta ted that they would l ike to work w i thin the i r  own 
provi n ce i f  the oppor tun i ty aro s e , but the s ma l l  s i z e  o f  
Kavieng means that only a f ew wi l l  ever ge t the chance . 
In  l ine wi th thei r  gene ra l ly hi gh l evel s  o f  education , 
abs entee male s are almo s t  al l i n  ski l le d  o r  pro f e s s ional 
employmen t  ( Tab le 5 . 1 5 ) . Only 3 . 5  per cent have unskil led 
j ob s , and over 3 5  per c en t  ho ld profe s s ional o r  c l eri c al 
po s i tj .ons P i l iwa/Lapai ha s the hi ghes t proportion of 
abse nte es  i n  ski l led employment ,  and Kas e lok/Putput the 
lowes t . Al though over a quar ter o f  the abs en tee s are 
TABLE 5 . 1 5 
ABS ENTEE OCCUPAT I ON S  
P r o f . C l e r i c a l  Mi s s i o n  Po l ic e /  S k i l led Army 
No .. % No . % No . % � No .  % No . % 
MALES 
Ka s e l ok/ 3 5 . 8  1 0  1 9 . 2  1 1 . 9 ' 6 1 1 . 5  1 5  2 8 . 8  Put put 
F a trni l ak 8 1 5 . 1  1 0  1 8 . 9  - - 4 17 .  5 9 7 . 0  
Born/ ' 1 5  2 4 . 2  1 1  1 7 . 7  1 0  1 6 . 1  - - 1 1 . 6  Ra tabu 
P i l iwa/ 2 4  4 0 . 0  5 8 . 3  - - 7 1 1 .  7 7 1 1 . 7 Lapa i  
F EMALES 
Ka s e l ok/ 3 7 . 0  
Putpu t 
4 9 . 3  - -
F a trni l a k  6 1 5 . 4  1 2 . 6  - -
Born/ 1 2 . 3  1 2 . 3  
Ratabu 
P i l iwa/ 7 1 5 . 2  4 8 . 7  1 2 . 2  Lapa i  
Sourc e : F i e l d  data , Young , 1 9 7 6 . 
Un s k i l l e d  P l antation 
No . % No . % 
l 1 . 9 - -
- - - -
7 1 1 . 3  - -
- - - -
1 2 . 3  
- -
1 2 . 3  
- -
S tudent 
No . % 
6 1 1 . 5  
7 1 3 . 2  
8 1 2 . 9  
7 1 1 . 7 
1 9  4 4 . 2  
8 2 0 . 5  
8 1 8 . 6  
1 1  2 3 . 9  
Unernpl oye d 
No . % 
1 0  1 9 . 2  
1 5  2 8 . 3  
1 0  1 6 . l  
1 0  1 6 . 7  
1 6  3 7 . 2  
2 4  6 1 . 5  
3 2  7 4 . 4  
2 3  5 0 . 0  
.i::::. 
.i::::. 
0 
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no t i n  wage employment , many o f  the s e  are ful l  time s tu­
dents e i ther in h i gh s chool s  or in terti ary i n s ti tutions . 
Thos e  o uts ide the work force , o f  whom ove r 6 0  pe r cent 
are i n  rural New Irel and , inc lude chi ldren , who make up 
a very sm,� 1 1  pe rcentage o f  the to tal ( only two abs ente es 
a re be l ow five ye ar s of a ge )  . More than h al f  the remainder 
are in Kavi eng , Rabaul or Namatanai ,  whi ch p rovides further 
evidence that New Irel anders rarely s tay away from the 
vil la ge unl e s s  they are part o f  the work forc e , or unle s s  
they are l iving e l s ewhere i n  the r ural vi l l a ge sector . 
Absentee women a re l ar gely o ut s i d e  the monetary work 
force , b ut ne arly al l thos e  who are wor k i ng hold p ro ­
fe s s ional or clerical  po s i tions . Pi l iwa/Lapai h a s  the 
h i ghes t  propor tion o f  women working i n  thes e  j obs , and 
Bom/ Ratabu the lowe s t .  P eople from P i l iwa/Lapai sti l l  
have a n  a dvantage i n  education o ver tho s e  from the other 
three vi l lages . 
Ther e  i s  a s tr i k i ng contras t  be twee n  the o cc upations 
h e l d  by abs entee s and returned mi gr ants ( Tabl e s  5 . 1 5  and 
5 . 1 2 ) . Hardly any abs ente e s  held unski l l ed j ob s  but 
almo s t  3 0  per cent o f  the j obs held by re turned mi grants 
were o n  p l antations or were unski l l ed . In contras t ,  
r e l ati ve ly few re turned migrants have been i n  pro fes s ional 
or c le r i cal pos i tions . The proportion o f  fema le abs en tees 
who are wage earner s  is far hi gher than tha t  of r e turned 
migrants who have been in employment . 
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Al though i t  i s  no t po s s ible to e s tima te to what 
extent abs ente es are c i rc ul a r  mi grants , the re is li ttle 
evidence to s ugge s t  that tho s e  with hi gh leve l s  o f  
e ducation wi l l  se ttle i n  the v i l l age . Many absentees 
have been away from the vi l lage for a long time . Almo s t  
hal f  the men away from F atmi lak , Bom/Ratabu and P i l iwa/ 
Lapai l e f t  ove r f i ve years a go , and may by now be con­
s i dered to be  at l ea s t  s emi -permanent mi gr ants . However , 
a s  i n  S imbu , the re i s  no evi dence tha t  mor e  hi gh ly educate d  
p eopl e  have been away for a longe r  time . Over 6 0  per cent 
of tho s e  wi th e i ther no e duca ti on , o r  o nly Pidgin s choo ling , 
l e f t  o ver f ive years ago , whi l e  only 4 4  per cent o f  thos e  
wi th formal s choo l i n g  have been ab sent for thi s  l en gth o f  
time . Thi s  i s  rel ated to the a ge o f  r e s po ndents . Many 
long term absentees with l i ttle education are over the 
age o f  3 5 , and have moved to r ural parts o f  New I reland 
Provi nc e . 
CONCLUS I ON 
The c ur rent re s i dent s  o f  the s e  New I re la nd vi l lages 
are not i ntere s te d  in uns ki l led employment away from home . 
They are s emi - l i terate , they have reasonable ac c e s s  to 
urb an se rvices and they c an earn sma l l  amo unt s  o f  cash 
from the sale of the i r  produce wheneve r  nec e s sary . They 
pri de the ms e lves on l ivin g  in peace , free from exces s i ve 
amb ition , and contr a s t  their s i tuati o n  wi th that o f  peopl e  
from the Sepik and hi ghlands province s  whom they s e e  a s  
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i l l i te ra te , unski l led , be l l i gerent , and never content 
5 9  to s tay a t  home . Be cause they cons tantly rei terate 
that they a re content wi th the i r  rur al way o f  l i fe , they 
have the reputation o f  being re lati ve ly immo b i le . In 
fac t ,  mos t  have been mi grants in  the i r  youth , and previous 
generations o f  New I r e l an de r s  p ar ti c ipated in large s cale 
out- migra tion f rom the p rovi nce . More re cent New Ire l and 
migration has b een l e s s  e vi dent to obs ervers be caus e i t  
oc cur s  l a r gely wi th i n  the i s lands re gion and i s  no t 
reveal ed in  macro - s ur veys . I t  i s  neverthe l e s s  important , 
and i s  a con tinuing influence on rur a l  communi tie s . I t  
i s  a di f fe r ent type o f  movement f rom tha t  o f  both ear l i er 
New I re l and migr ants , and presen t  day S imbu mi grants . 
Al l e xcept the o ldes t  people in  the s e  v i l lage s have 
been non- agr eement migrants . The o l de s t  men , who were 
agreement labour rec rui ts , d i d  no t cho o s e  thei r  des tina-
tions o r  finance thei r  own movements and , l i k e  S imbu 
a greement l aboure res in mor e  r e cent time s , were i l l i te r a te , 
moved wi thout thei r  f ami l ie s , and were c ir cu l ar mi grants . 
Al l thes e  charac teri s ti c s  a ccord wi th thos e  a ttributed 
to agr e ement migrant s  by Ward ( 19 7 1 )  and Harri s  ( 1 9 7 2 ) . 
They di f fe r  in one respe c t .  Many a greemen t  migrants 
per sona l ly knew thei r  p ro spec ti ve employers , i . e .  they 
cho s e  who the y  would work for , and at thi s  time could only 
5 9  Moul ik ( 19 7 7 : 1 0 5 - 10 7 )  gives a very s imi l ar de s cr iption 
o f  how Bougainvi l le an s  s ee thems e lve s in c ompari son 
wi th people from the New Guine a hi ghlands . 
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opt for the agreement sy s tem because non-agreement wa ge 
-
l abour was i l legal . Some more experienced agreement 
mi grants unde r the Hi ghlan�s Labour S cheme were s imi larly 
abl e  to choo s e  the i r  des tinations but the ma j ori ty o f  
rec ruits only had a hazy i de a  o f  where they we re go ing . 
Non- agreement migrants , over 8 8  per cent o f  all the 
re turned mi grants in thes e  vi l lage s , have hi gher leve l s  
o f  education , have not always made c i rcular movements , 
and have s ometime s  been accomp anied by the i r  fami li e s . 
Howeve r , i n  general , thes e  charac te ri s ti c s  do not di s -
tingui sh them comp letely from the a greement mi gr ants . 
The charac te r i s ti c s  o f  non-agr eement migr ants are ex-
tremel y  var ied . Some h ave l i ttle o r  no e ducation , while 
o ther s  have attended s econdary s choo l s . Many have ci rcu-
lated be tween the home vil l age s and o ther des tinations 
throughout the ir entire migr ation h i s tory , whi le o ther s  
have moved many time s wi thout re turni ng home . The i r  
level o f  c i rcul ar migration doe s no t depend on educa ti on . 
Young mi grants , mos t  o f  whom have re l ative ly h i gh leve l s  
o f  education , remain c i r cular move rs , whi le o lder men 
have made intervening move s wi thout returnin g to the 
vi l l �ge . On the who le , thes e  rural dwel le r s  have a much 
higher leve l o f  c irculation than New I re landers who l ive 
in towns bec ause fewer o f  them are d irecte d  between des -
t inations by thei r  employe r s . 
I n  a l l  the above charac te r i stic s , New I re l and non-
agreement migrants are s imi lar to non- agreement migrants 
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from rural S imbu . However there are s ome important 
d i f fe rence s . A large number o f  New I re lander s  do -not 
move independently . Although they take the initial 
dec i s i on on whe ther to migrate , they move thereafter as  
s k i l led workmen , o f ten tran s ferred by the i r  employe r s  
between d if f e rent de s t inations . Tho s e  in pro fe s s ional o r  
s emi-pro fe s s ional j ob s  may have even l e s s  cho ice over 
where they go . New I re lande r s  are qua l i f ied for the s e  
j ob s , and pre fer them because they o f fe r  g reate r  secur i ty . 
The y  do not approve o f  peopl e  leaving the vi l l age unl e s s  
the i r  pro s pe c t s  a t  the ir de s t inati on a re a s sured . Truly 
independe nt migration , which i s  normal for non-agreement 
migran t s  f rom rural S imbu , only take s place f rom New 
I re land c ommuni t i e s  l ike Bom/Ratab u  with an unsati s factory 
phy s i ca l  and s o c i al environment . Thi s  attitude toward s 
migration al s o  appl ie s to casual movement to town s , and 
relative l y  few New I re lande r s  go to towns without s pe c i f i c  
reasons f o r  the i r  vi s i t s . 
A further important d i f fe rence b e tween non- agreement 
migration f rom rural New I re l and and rural S imbu is that 
New I r e l ande r s  do not usua l ly continue to move a fter 
marriage unle s s  the i r  wive s can accompany them . Thi s  
s ugge st s  that New I re l ander s  feel tha t  family l i fe i s  more 
attrac ti ve than the monetary rewards from wage - earning , 
and a l so that the New I re l and rural e conomy i s  s uf f i c iently 
rewa rding to provide a s a t i s facto ry l iving s tandard for a 
fami ly . 
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Because much non- agreement migration from rural New 
I reland i s  d i recte d , the spatial extent o f  pas t  movement 
doe s not re flect a free cho i ce s ituation . Neverthel e s s  
the c oncentration o f  movements within the province and to 
adj acent parts o f  the i s land region s ugge s t s  that both 
d ire c te d  and non-d i re c te d  movements are s trongly inf luence d 
by d i s tance constra ints . Thi s  re flects the remotene s s  o f  
New I re land Province but a l s o  the insular attitude o f  New 
Ire l ande r s  and the fact that chain migration , which i s  a 
maj or rea son for l on g  d i stance migration f rom other parts 
o f  Papua New Guine a , s eems to be  of mino r  importance . 
Mi gration streams e st ab l i shed in the pe riod o f  agreement 
l abour migration f rom New I re l and have apparently d i s appeare d . 
Later migration s treams have been large ly uns table because 
the i nd ividual migrant s  were tran s ferred between de s tina­
tions , and rare ly rema ined suff i c iently l ong in one p l ace 
for chain movement s  to be e s tabl i s he d . Furthermore , s ince 
New I r e l ande r s  move to speci fi c  employment ,  they do not 
depend on pre- exi stin g  group s o f  frien d s  and re lative s to 
e ase the i r  per i od o f  a d j u s tment . The c lo s e  corres pondence 
b e tween the ini tial and s ub sequent de s t inations to which 
New I r e l ander s  go mus t  be attributed to the s pe c i f i c  
emp l oyment opportun i t ie s  in thes e  p l ace s f o r  s k i l led 
migran ts , rather than to chain migratio n . 
An addi tional rea s on for the importance o f  intra­
provinc i al migration in New I re land i s  that traditional 
inte r - vi l l age migration is h i ghly s igni f ican t . Be cause o f  
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the matri l ineal organ i sation o f  s o c ie ty , both men and 
women make traditional movements , and non- traditional 
migrant s  have a l so made trad itional move s . As a re s ul t , 
rural vi l lage s  have been important migran t  de s t inations 
for thos e  now re s i dent in the s ample vil l age s . Thi s  i s  
a cha racte r i s t i c  whi ch d i stin gui she s them from New 
I r e l an de r s  l iving in town s . However s ome o f  the inter­
v i l lage movement with in the province is  non-traditional , 
a s  many migrants a re qua l i f ied for service j ob s  located 
in rural areas . 
De s p i te the fact that i t  i s  cos tly to move from New 
I re land P rovince to o ther parts o f  P apua New Guinea , 
rural New Irel ander s  have not norma l ly used Kavieng a s  a 
s tagin g point , a nd are not s te p  migran t s . Kavieng require s 
only a sma l l  labour force , and vi l lagers are not intere s ted 
i n  uns k i l led j ob s  in the town . Many of  the s k i l led j ob s  
whi ch they he l d  in the pas t took them t o  c en tres in the 
rural vil lage and rural non-vil l a ge s e c tor s o f  thei r  own 
province rather than to Kavieng , and mos t  abs entee vi l lage r s  
currently l iving in the town hol d  pro fe s s ional or c leri ca l  
pos itions . Kavieng i s , however , a n  importan t  focus for 
people from smal l o f f - shore i s lands w i thin the province , 
and in the pas t  h a s  s e rved them s i gn i f i cant l y  a s  a 
migrant de s tination . 
There i s  no s i gn i f ic an t  d i fference in e ducational 
leve l s  be tween r eturned migrants and non -migrant s  l iving 
in these vi l l a ge s . However pres ent mi gratio n , shown by 
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the chara c te r i s t i c s  o f  those currently abs ent , i s  highly 
age and e ducation s e l e c tive . Mos t  youn g people with 
secondary and tertiary training are away from the vi l l age , 
but many with only pr imary education remain at  home , or 
have re turned a fter previous absenc e . Rural New Irelander s 
now real is e  that primary level qua l i fications may not fit 
young people for s at is fying wage employment , and encourage 
s choo l  lea ve r s  to make the i r  l iving in the rural community . 
Thi s  may a l s o  he lp to counte ract the e f fec ts o f  age 
s e l e c tive ab sente e i sm ,  which has reached s e r ious proportions 
in some v i l lage s . Migratio n  has been l e s s  sex s elec tive , 
a l though more men than women migrate ; fema l e  migrants are 
largely dependent on thei r  husband s ' movement s , but some 
youn g women n ow leave home to take pro fe s s ional or c l er i cal 
pos itions . 
The rural mic ro- s tudi e s  show that , c ontrary to popular 
bel ie f , New I re l an d  v il lagers have not been immobi l e . 
However whi l e  ab s ent f rom the v i l lage they have frequently 
he ld permanent j ob s  and the ir movements do not always 
r e f le ct the ir own personal choice . In  those c ircumstance s  
nei ther c ircular nor c ha in migration are a s  s i gn i ficant a s  
f o r  rural S imbu , a l though rural New I re l anders s ti ll c irculate 
more f requently than New Ire l ande r s  who l ive in town s . Yet , 
a s  the concluding chapter wil l  show , al l the s e  contr a sting 
types of mi gration experi enced by both rural and urban 
dwe l l e r s  in S imbu and New Irel and can be amal gamated into 
a s ingle typol o gy which de s c r ib e s  the relevant proces se s  o f  
change s temming f rom the colonial e xper ience . 
CHAPTER S IX 
S IMBU AND NEW IRELAND MI GRATI ON : 
AN ASSES SMENT OF THE EV IDENCE 
Analys i s  of data from the censuse s ,  the UHS and the 
rural micro - s tudie s ha s revealed maj or c ontra s t s  in S imbu 
and New Ireland migration . The se can be attr ibuted partly 
to d i f f erence s  in the natural re source s o f  the two province s  
and in the ir colonial and developmental h i s tory . However 
the ana ly s i s  has al s o  shown that S imbu and New Irel anders 
have in the pa s t  migrated in re s pons e  to s imilar st imul i ,  
and that modern migration s treams have evo lved under the 
inf l uence of s imilar proce s s e s , in par t i cular c ircular and 
cha in migration . Thes e  proce s s e s  have operated with 
varying inten s it ie s , l ar ge l y  because o f  d i f f erenc e s  in 
migrant chara c te r is t i cs and in the type s o f  movement in 
wh ich the people have been invo lved . A h i gh proportion o f  
S irnbu m i grant s  have no formal educat ion and l a c k  marketabl e 
ski l l s . They have e ither moved a s  agreement migrants , 
d irected to the i r  d e s t inations by their emp loyers or a 
government agency , o r  they have made non-agreement move ­
ment s  to f ind ca s ua l  j ob s  in des tination s o f  the ir own 
cho ic e . In contra s t , mo s t  New Ireland migrant s ,  apart 
from tho s e  ove r  the age o f  5 0 , have attended s c hoo l . They 
have not moved under agreement , but , becaus e  they are 
s k i l l ed , mos t  have held permanent j ob s  in which they were 
s ub j ec t  to trans fer , and the ir movements have thus been 
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d irected by the ir employe r s . I t  rema in s to compare S imbu 
and New Ire land migration in greater detai l , and in so 
do ing to deve lop a de s cr iptive typology o f  movement of 
rural P apua New Gu ineans and to provide at  l e a s t  partial 
answe r s  to the ma in que s tions po sed at  the beginn ing of 
this s tudy . 
A TYPOLOGY OF S IMBU AND NEW IRELAND MIGR.�TION 
Adul t  S imbu and New I relande r s  can be c l a s s i f ied a s  
e ither non-migrants ,  people who have never l ived out s ide 
the ir b irthplace s ( no rma l l y  rural v i l lage s ) or migrants , 
tho s e  who have in the pas t ,  o r  are currently ,  l iv ing e l se ­
where ( F igure 6 . 1 ) . Acc o rd ing t o  the nationa l  population 
cen s u s e s  o f  1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  many S irnbu and New I r e l ander s 
are non-migrant s ,  but the s e  data sour c e s  greatly under ­
e st imate the extent o f  migrat ion i n  both populations 
becaus e  they do not mea sure movement within the provinc e s , 
par t i cularly important in the ca se o f  New I re land , and 
becaus e  they cannot s how how many people curr ently re s ident 
in the ir natal provinces are returned migrant s . The rural 
micro - s tud ie s  s how that in fact mo s t  vi l lager s had pre ­
v ious l y  migrated . Non-migrants in S imbu are e ither old 
men who wer e  prominent member s o f  the c ommunity before 
the beginning of the colon ial era , or teenage youths and 
g ir l s  who have not yet l e f t  the ir fami l i e s . Mo s t  non­
migrant New Irelande r s  belong to the latter group . 
Fig . 6 . 1 
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There i s  a s i gn i f i cant d if ference in l eve l o f  
educat ion between migrant and non-migrant S imbu , and 
a lmo st everyone who ha s attended schoo l ha s e i ther been 
away f rom home or wil l  be expected to go away in future . 
In the New Ireland v i l lage s , wher e  mo s t  adu l t s  under the 
age o f  5 0  have attended s choo l , there i s  no marked 
d i f f erence between the educa t ional qual i f ication s  o f  
migrants and non-migrants . Mo s t  non -migr ants are teenager s 
who have attended pr imary s c hoo l for s ix year s but have 
not ga ined entry to cour s e s  lead in g  to higher education . 
In contras t  to the equ ivalent group in S imbu , they are 
not ac t ively encourage d  by their e lder s to leave the village , 
and many a re even helped to e stabl i sh themselve s a s  c a sh 
cropper s .  Thi s  trend , noted previously among s t  the Tolai  
by Epstein ( 1 9 6 9 : 5 7 - 6 0 )  and amongst We s tern Highlander s 
ad j acent to Mount Hagen by Strathern ( 1 9 7 2 : 3 4 ) , has emerged 
becaus e  New Irelander s recogn i ze that there are now fewer 
wage - emplo yment opportun ities  for partia l l y  s k i l l ed people , 
and they a re not intere s te d  in unskil led employment . Such 
a trend i s  not yet not iceable in rural S imbu , b ecause young 
unmarr ied men rar e l y  have acce s s  to l and for cash cropping 
and there fore see un ski l l ed work as  the mai n  avenue to 
c as h  earning , and bec ause o l de r  people expect that any 
l eve l o f  educat ion wil l  f i t  the ir young people for ski l l ed 
j ob s . Young partially educated S imbu tend to have un­
real i s ti c a l l y  h igh a s pirations , fo s tered by the attitude s 
o f  their pare nt s . I f  the s ituations in the S imbu and New 
Irel and v i llage s are regarded a s  par t ia l l y  repr e s enting 
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d i ff erent stage s in the development proce s s , it can be 
-
s a id that whi l e  educ ation i s  s ti l l  an impor tant factor 
in dete rmining the propen s i ty to migrate , the l evel o f  
educat ional exper ience a t  which migration i s  almo s t  
c erta in t o  take place i s  r i s ing . In wel l -endowed coa stal 
province s  such a s  New I rel and mo st o f  tho se who have 
a ttended s econdary school l eave , but young primary school 
l eaver s may rema in at home ; in coa s tal province s with few 
r e s ourc e s , for  exampl e Gul f , both pr imary and secondary 
student s  leave ; in  hi ghl ands province s al l who have been 
to s c hoo l , and al so many with no education , become migrants . 
Bec au s e  o f  the se regional d i f ferenc e s  in education l eve l , 
previo u s  s tudie s ,  for examp l e  Oram ( 1 9 6 8 a ) 1 , Harr i s  ( 1 9 7 2 ) , 
Harri s  and Clun ie s  Ros s  ( 1 9 7 5 ) and Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  have 
produced con f l icting evidence on the rel at ion ship between 
migration and educat ion . 
Educ ation i s  l e s s  s ignif i cant in d i f f erentiating 
between fema l e  non-mi grants and migrants . F ew women in 
either S imbu or New Ireland v il l ages  have been wage earner s 
whi l e  absent , and mo s t  have moved a s  depend ent s  o f  their 
hu sband s .  In such c ircumstance s , the i r  own educational 
exper i enc e is not an important factor , al though , bec ause 
the more h i gh l y  educ ated women tend to marry educated men ,  
they a l so frequently become migrants .  
1 D i s cu s s ing mi grants from Hula ( Central Provinc e ) , 
Southern H i ghl and s , and a var i ety o f  d i f ferent areas  
re spec t ive ly .  
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There i s  no evidence that the rate o f  migration from 
rural S imbu and New Irel and i s  s l ackening , but while many 
o f  tho s e  currently absent from S imbu v i l lag e s  are l iving 
in o ther provinc e s , a h igh proportion of New Ireland 
v i l l age absentee s are s ti l l  within their own province . 
Thi s  contra st partly expl a in s  why , according to the c ensuse s ,  
S imbu apparently has a muc h  higher rate o f  out-migration 
than New Ire land . 
The rural micro - s tudie s do not r eveal a s ignif ic ant 
rel a t ionship between migrant s ta tu s  and income from v il l age 
sour c e s  in  e ither S imbu or New I reland . S imbu men who 
have never been migrants are e i ther relative l y  weal thy 
( the older v il l age l eader s )  or have no sour c e  o f  income 
( the teenager s )  whi l e  migrants have income s f a l l ing within 
the full  range in any i nd iv idual vil l age . S ince non­
migrant New Irelander s  are norma l l y  young , few have yet 
e s tabl i shed themselve s in  v i l l age bus ine s s e s . The lack o f  
a rel a t io n s h ip between income and mig ration i s  to be 
expected bec au s e  income is mea s ured in pres ent terms but 
migrant s ta tu s  app l i e s  to past cond ition s , and bec au s e  
the a s s e s sment o f  income exclude s any form o f  trad itional 
wea l th . 
Migrants in S imbu and New I r e l and are o f  two type s ; 
trad itional and non-traditional ( Fi g .  6 . 1 ) . Trad itional 
migrant s ,  peop l e  who have o n l y  moved according to the 
customs which exi sted before the co lonial perio d , usua l l y  
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move s ho r t  d i s tance s  and , unl e s s  they belong to tribe s 
who s e  terri tory i s  c l o s e  to the boundary o f  the prov ince , 
they r emained within the ir prov ince o f  birth . Hence , a 
large volume o f  tradi tional movement rema in s undetected 
by the censu s e s . Mar r i age migration i s  s ti l l  the ma in 
type of trad it ional movement , and i t s  s ignif icanc e  var ie s 
a ccording to the soc ial organ i s at ion o f  tribal group s � 
In S imbu , where people l ive in exogamo u s  sub - c lan s , almo st 
a l l  tradi tional migran t s  are women , and in each v i l l age 
all mar r ied women have migrated from o ther v i l l a ges on 
marr iage . A f ew o ld e r  women who have been trad itional 
migr ant s have returned to their nata l v il l ag e s  after the 
death o f  the i r  hus band s . In New Ire l and , where v i l la ge s  
compr i se d i f fe rent sub - c l an s , marr iage doe s not nece s sar i l y  
mean migration . When tradi t io na l  marr iage migration takes 
place , the migrants may be e ither men o r  women becau s e  New 
Irel a nd soc i e ty i s  matr il ine a l . I t  rarely involve s a 
s ingl e  movement becau s e  peopl e re s id e  for per iods  in both 
the hu sband ' s  and wi fe ' s  v i l l ages in order to ma inta in 
their l and inter e s t s  i n  bo th pl ace s .  In prac t ic e , f ew 
New I re land men a re solely trad itional migrants becau s e  
mo st have subs e quently made non-tr ad itional movements . 
Trad itional migration in both S imbu and New Ire land 
i s  s ti l l  very important , and current evidence show s , a s  
Baxter ( 1 9 7 3 : 6 2 ) , Young ( 1 9 7 3 b : 4 5 - 5 0 ) and P l o e g  ( 1 9 7 5 : 1 0 - 1 1 ) 
have s hown previous ly ,  that i t  has c hanged l ittle in the 
co lo n i a l  period . However evidence from the UHS sugges t s  
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that many people who have moved to towns d id not under -
take rura l -rural movements with in the trad it ional sys tem 
pr ior to the ir rural -urban migration . Thi s  character i s t i c  
probably al so app l i e s  t o  tho s e  absent f rom the ir vil l ages  
at  the t ime of  the rural micro - survey s . Many o f  the urban 
e l i te subsequently marry people from their own l ingu i s tic 
group s , but not nece s s ar il y  a ccording to  trad itional custom . 
Other s marry peopl e from l ingu i s t ic and tr ibal groups with 
whom thei r  own group ha s no traditional l inkage s .  Thu s , 
whi l e  trad i t ional movement i s  an extreme l y  important 
component of S imbu and New Irel and migrat ion , and many 
s ho r t-d i s tance mover s are sol e l y  tradi t ional migrant s , 
i t  doe s  a ppear to be break ing down amongst mor e  highly 
educated peopl e . Trad i t ional migrants u sual ly have low 
l eve l s  o f  educatio n  and l iteracy and rarely become wage 
e arner s except on a par t - t ime , c a sual bas i s . They 
e s sential l y  remain with in the rural v i l l a ge sector . 
Mo s t  migrant s f rom S imbu and New Ire l and , a s  the rural 
micro- s tud ie s  and UHS s how , have made non - tradi t ional move­
ment s , i . e .  have made movements , normal l y  to non-trad itional 
c entre s ,  which would not have o c curred in pre-colonial t ime s .  
Cens u s  data c anno t d i s t in gu i sh b etween tradi t ional and non­
tradi t ional movement . Non- trad i t ional migration i s  o f  two 
main types - agreement and non -agreement ( F i g . 6 . 1 ) . The s e  
have been o f  d i f fer ing s ignif icance i n  S imbu and New Ireland 
and thi s large l y  expl ains the bas ic contras t  between S imbu 
and New Ire land migration . 
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Agreement migr ation ha s , s ince the Second World War, 
been far mor e  important for Simbu than for New 
I re lander s . It i s  a d irec ted form o f  movement , in which 
unsk il l ed and i l l iterate men are engaged on l imited con­
tracts to work a s  l abour er s , normal ly o n  pl antat ions but 
occ a s ional ly , if  requ ire d , in town s . Agre ement migrants 
do not f inanc e their own travel and , in general , do not 
c hoo se where they wil l go . Regard l e s s o f  the ir mari tal 
s tatu s , they move without their dependents and , if they 
compl ete the i r  contracts ,  are repatr iated to the ir vil l ages . 
Thi s  d ir e c ted type o f  movement , wh ich in  thi s  s tudy i s  
r eve a l ed only by the rural micro - s tudie s ,  may c reate long 
d is tanc e migrat ion s treams between s pec i f ic sour c e s  and 
d e s tina t ions . Thi s  c haracte r istic i s  par t i cularly s igni­
f icant among S imbu agr e ement migrants ,  mos t  of whom moved 
to d i stant coa stal locations in P apua or the New Guinea 
I sl and s . Agreement migrants from New Irel and , according 
to the evi dence from the rural micro- s tud ie s , were o f ten 
employed on plantations with in their own provinc e , although 
dur ing the 1 9 3 0 s  some moved as far as mainland New Guinea . 
However h i s to r ical evidence s hows that in the initia l  
period o f  a gr eement moveme nt , before the F i r st World War , 
New Ire lander s al so moved to d i s tant plantation s . 
C ircular migration i s  an intr ins i c  e lement in agree­
ment movement , and mo s t  agreement migrants f rom S imbu 
c irculated directly between the ir v i l lage s and de s t ination s . 
Whil e thi s  form o f  c ir cular movement was en forc ed , i t  may 
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al so have been pre f erred bec au se marr ied men had to move 
w ithout their dependents .  However , c i rcul ar migration 
was no t a lways d i re c t ly from the vil lage , to place o f  
employment , and bac k to the vil l age . Some younger S imbu 
men u sed agreement movement a s  a c heap method o f  reaching 
the c o a st and have sub sequently absconded to become non ­
agreement mover s  without r e turning home f i r s t . Agr eement 
migran t s  from New Irel and in the 1 9 3 0 s s i gned on with 
employer s whom they already knew and trans ferred with them . 
After the Japanes e  i nv a s ion some were trapped on ma inl and 
New Gui nea and moved casua l ly a s  non-agreement migran t s  
until  they were a b l e  t o  return home at t h e  end o f  the war . 
Thes e  in stanc e s  are the exceptio n r a ther than the rul e , 
although Boyd { 19 7 5 : 2 3 5 )  found o therwise in h i s  analys i s  
o f  agr e ement l abour movement from a n  Eas tern H i ghland s  
v i l l ag e  during the 1 9 6 0 s . 
I n i t i a l l y  chai n  migration wa s not an important com­
ponent o f  agreement movement . However S imbu men who s igned 
on f rom the l a te 1 9 5 0 s o nward s  were more aware of the de s ­
tination s  and type o f  work t o  which they were go ing , and 
spec i f i ed c ertain locatio n s  and empl oyer s .  Thi s  prac tice 
wa s common among agreement mover s f rom New Irel and in the 
1 9 3 0 s , a l l  of whom were by thi s stage r e l atively fami l iar 
with the condi tion s  and the procedure s i nvolved . Although 
true cha in migration wa s i n s i gn ificant in agreement move ­
ment , the exper i ence gained by agreement migrants o ften 
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formed the ba s i s  for cha in mi gration networks o f  subse­
quent non - agreement movement . 
Non -agre ement movement ,  which i s  now the bas i s  on 
which a lmo st al l S imbu and New Ire lande r s  migrate , take s 
d i f f erent forms acco rd ing to the characte r i s t i c s o f  the 
peopl e  involved . The l evel o f  education de termines to 
a l ar ge extent the type o f  non-agreement movement and 
henc e , s ince mo s t  S imbu are uneduc ated whil e mos t  New 
Irelander s have some forma l education , S imbu and New 
Ireland er s  have par ti c ipated in d i f ferent type s o f  non­
agreement migrat ion . 
Many non-agreement migrants f rom S imbu v i l l ag e s  had 
previou s ly moved under agreement . Other s have never been 
agreement movers but al so lack formal education and are 
only qual i f i ed for un skil l ed j ob s . Each o f  the S imbu 
v i l la g e s  contains peopl e who hav e  exper ienced e i ther or 
both typ e s  of movement , a s i tuation whi c h  ha s previously 
been de scribed in  o ther highl and communi tie s ( e . g .  
Brookf i el d , 1 9 6 0  and 1 9 6 1 ;  S tr athern , 1 9 7 2 ; Young , 1 9 7 3 b ) . 
Uns k i l l ed non- agreement migrants f rom S imbu usual l y  l ef t  
the v i l l age without knowing whether they wou l d  obtain 
employment . They f inanced their own trave l , e i ther f rom 
their own r e source s  or tho s e  o f  the i r  relative s , and chose 
their own de s tinat ion s . Al though in theory they were not 
l imited in the ir cho ic e , in  pract ic e  they were inf luenced 
by c o s t  cons iderat ion s , and non-agr e ement S imbu migrants 
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have in general moved over much shorter d i s tance s than 
-
agreement migrants .  They have taken advantage o f  the 
' intervening o pportun i t ie s 1 2 created by the growth o f  
employment i n  urban centr e s  i n  the highland s  in  r ecent 
t ime s . However non- agreement movement from S imbu i s  al so 
s trongly influenc ed by chain migration and the as soc iated 
f l ow o f  information . Some o f  thes e  c ha in networks 
o r i g i nated under agreement movement and thu s , although 
non-agr e ement migrants from S imbu wer e  not d irected to 
-their d e s tination s , the ir migration s treams may perpetuate 
directed movements from former t ime s . Thi s  s ituation o nl y  
occur s where the or i ginal d es t i nation s ,  or pl ac e s  clo s e  to 
them , for exampl e Port Moresby , o ffer a var i ety o f  j ob 
o ppor tun i t i e s  for ca sual unski l l ed work e r s . D e s t inations 
suc h  as rural New I re l and o r  East New Brit a in have not 
attracted non-agreement S imbu migr ant s  becau s e  they pro -
v id e  emplo yment only i n  the plantation secto r , now no 
l onger popul ar with S imbu exc ept on a sho rt- term bas i s  
with in the h ighland s . 3 
C ha i n  migration i s  an important component o f  non-
agre ement S imbu movement becau s e  migr an t s  o f ten requ ire 
suppo r t  whi l e  s eeking employment .  I t  i s  mo s t  p er s istent 
when a s soc iated w i th f amily migratio n , par ticu l arly i f  
2 Of the type d e s cr ibed b y  Stouffer ( 1 9 4 0 ) . 
3 Baxter ( 1 9 7 3 : 7 6 - 7 9 )  descr ibe s a s imil ar pro ce s s  o f  
change in migratio n  f i el d s  o f  the Orokaiva under 
agreement and non-a greement moveme nt . 
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f amil ie s s e ttl e for s everal year s  at the d e s tination . 
However the cha in networks can survive even i f  the -
ind iv idual s  involved cont inual ly chang e , becau s e  migrants 
are c lo se l y  bound by tr ibal t ie s . Becau se o f  cha in 
migratio n , each S imbu v i l l age has a unique migration spac e , 
a charac ter i stic which reduce s  the value o f  the rural 
micro - s tudi e s  and even of large s ample surveys such a s  
the c en su s e s , a s  repr e sentat ions o f  S imbu migration in 
general . Movement w ithin this s pac e i s  continuous ,  and 
i nvo lve s no t only i nd ividu a l s  s eeking to enter the wage 
forc e but al so men , women and young peopl e v i s i ting the ir 
f r i end s and k i n  for purel y  soc ial reason s . 
The rural micr o - s tud i e s  s how that c ir cu l a r  migration 
ha s r emained a feature o f  non- agreement movement from 
S imbu . However ,  some non- agre ement migran t s  have made 
i nterve ni ng move s without returning to the v il l ag e , and 
thu s the l evel of c ircular migrat ion i s  l ower than in 
agreement movement . C ir cular migration has per s i s ted 
f ir s t  b ec au s e  S imbu migrants are uns k i l l ed and , i f  they 
are provided with accormnodation by employe r s , r arely 
acquire fami ly hou s ing . The i r  dependent s mu s t  remain in 
the vil l age , and thu s they c irculate . S ec ondl y , c ircular 
migration e nabl e s  them to partic ipate in the ir trad itional 
way of l if e  in both soc ial  and economic f ie l d s . By 
inve s ting the ir earn ing s in v il l ag e -o r iented bu s ines s  or 
tr ad i t i onal forms o f  wealth , which Sal i sbury a nd Sal i sbury 
( 1 9 7 0 : 1 0 )  and S tr athern ( 1 9 7 5 : 5 6 - 6 7 ) perceived to be ma j o r  
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motive s for migration , they create a bas i s  for re sett l ement 
if they f eel  so inc l ined . Thi s  i s  a form o f  insurance 
agains t f a i lure in  non-trad itional l if e , par ticularly 
important for the unsk il led migrant in non - permanent 
employment . 
The UHS evidence shows that , in contra st to Simbu 
vi l l ag er s , S imbu in towns , whatever the ir l evel o f  educa -
t ion , have rare ly b e e n  c ircular migrants , and are thu s a 
d i f f erent type o f  non-agr e ement migr ant . The s e  men have 
become at l ea s t  s emi-pe rmanent urban dwe l l er s , s ti l l  highly 
mobi l e  but no t ,  as Skeldo n  ( 1 9 7 7 : 13 )  ha s sugge s ted , mov ing 
between v i l l age and town . Instead they are inter-urban 
mover s .  S inc e  so  f ew have l ived in rural non-vi l lage 
c entr e s  s ince l eavi ng the v i l l age , they are pre sumably 
d is t inct from re turned migr ants in the v i l l age , many o f  
whom have s tayed i n  both rur al non-v i l lage and urban c entre s .  
Non - trad i t ional migrants from New I re land , almo s t  
al l o f  whom a r e  non -agr e ement movers ,  a r e  s k i l led o r  
s emi - sk il l ed , and i n  many c a s e s  have attended school . 
They thu s contr a s t  with the S imbu . 4 Mos t  o f  them l ef t  
their v i l l ag e s  e ither t o  attend school s or t o  undergo 
4 There are a f ew non-agreement migr ants wi thout formal 
edu c ation who have held po s it ions in , for exampl e 
the po l ic e  forc e o r  heal th depar tment and have acquired 
ski l l  on the j ob . They form a separate c ategory o f  
non�agr eement migrant s , with the same paper qual i f i ­
c at ions as  the S imbu - type , but charac ter i s t ic s  o f  
migrat ion mor e  l ike the New Irel and type . 
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adu l t  tr aining cour se s , and thereafter e ntered the work 
forc e by tak ing up j ob s  a l ready arranged for them e The se 
j ob s  covered a wide range of s k il l ed and s em i - sk i l l ed 
o ccupation s , o ften in the publ i c  serv i c e  - a s  pol icemen , 
heal th worker s , teacher s , bank c l erk s - and wer e  usual ly 
' permanent ' appo intments ,  i . e .  the employee wa s entitled 
to l eave , pen s io n  and perhaps sub s id is ed hous ing . New 
I re l ander s in thes e  j ob s  were not free to c hoos e  the ir 
des tina t ion s , and might f requently be trans ferred by their 
employe r s . E s s ential l y  the ir movements were d irected 
( F ig . 6 . 1 ) . Thi s  type o f  movement , whi ch ha s been de s ­
c ribed previou s ly b y  Baxter ( 1 9 7 3 : 7 7 - 7 9 ) ,  S trathern ( 19 7 2 : 
2 0 - 2 2 ) and Curtain ( 1 9 7 6 : 5 8 ) , c reate s  a pattern o f  migration 
s treams which con s is t s  o f  both long and sho r t  d is tance 
movemen t s  but which , b ec au se thes e  migrant s  do no t f i nance 
their own trave l , has not developed only under the inf lu ­
enc e o f  d i stance r e s tr i ctions . Such a patte rn may mask 
that whi ch might have developed had New Ire l ander s bee n  
f r e e  t o  move at wil l . For examp l e , the rural micro - s tud i e s  
show that mo s t  o f  thos e  men now l iving i n  New Irel and 
v i l l ag e s who went to the New Gu inea mai nl and , d id s o  a s  
d ir e c t ed migrants ,  and i t  can b e  as sumed that mos t  o f  
tho s e  now ab sent i n  d is tant l oc a t io n s  are a l so d irected 
mover s .  New Irel ander s who c ho se the ir own d e stinations 
wer e  s ho r t  d i s tance mover s ,  as wa s appar ent in Bom/Ratabu , 
the mos t  d isadvantaged v i l lage with the l owe s t  leve l  o f  
educ ation . Ski l l ed migrants have , however , o ften partic i­
pated i n  both d ir ec ted and non-directed mov ement , and 
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therefore it  i s  no t po s s ible to analyse the re sultant 
pattern s s epar at ely , al though a f ew S imbu and New Irelander s  
who were memb er s o f  the po l ic e  fo rce o r  armed serv i c e s  
always moved und er d irectio n . 
Becau s e  mo s t  New Irel ande r s  are s ki l l ed and make 
d irec ted movement s ,  c ircular m ig ra t ion lev e l s  are lower 
than for S imbu . In the rural mic ro - stud ie s , where al l 
migrants hav e , by d e finitio n , c ircul a ted b ec au s e  they 
have returned to the ir natal v i l l age s , New Ire lander s had 
a lower l evel o f  c ircular mig r at io n  than S imbu , but a 
h ighe r  l evel than New I relanders in town s , a s  s hown by 
5 the U HS . Vil l ag er s  w i th h igh l evel s o f  c ir cu l ar migration 
were e i ther the l e s s  s k i l l ed , some of whom had been agree-
ment mig r ants o r  had move d  tradi t io na l ly , o r  young peopl e 
who were not yet member s o f  the monetary work forc e . More 
h ighly s k i l led v i llagers , many of whom had held permanent 
j ob s  i nvolving long absence s  from the v i l lage , had rarely 
c ircu l a ted unt i l  the ir l atest return , and have thus 
fol lowed a type o f  non -agr e ement migration s imilar to 
New I r e l ander s who l ive in towns . For the s e  poepl e 
c ircu l ar m i gr a t ion i s  not pos s ib l e  because o f  the na ture 
of thei r  employment . 
5 Thi s c ontr a s t  ho l d s  eve n  i f  the c ircu lar migration 
l eve l s  for UHS r e s pondents a re doubl ed , i . e . , the 
l evel that they would have i f  they al l r e turned tq 
the v i l lage to l ive . 
4 6 5 
Educ ated non-agreement migrants are l e s s  l ikely to 
c ircul a te b ec au s e  they can obtain hous ing at  their place s
· 
o f  employment for their dep endents , and are accompanied 
by thei r  wives and children . Mos t  f ema l e  non-traditional 
migrants have moved in thi s  way . I f  the s e  migrants cannot 
obta in f ami ly hou s ing then , ac cord ing to the evidence 
from rural micro- s tu d i e s  i n  New Ireland , they opt for 
permanent v i l l ag e  r e s idence on marr iage , but whil e thi s 
may be po s s ible in rural New Ireland whe re the rur al 
economy c an be su f f ic iently remunerative , it i s  a l e s s  
feas ibl e al ternative i n  a l e s s  wel l - e ndowed provi nce such 
as S imbu . Baxter ( 1 9 7 3 : 9 4 - 9 5 )  po inted o ut that the hou s ing 
prob lem in towns al s o  af f e c t s  young pro f e s s ional worker s , 
but her e  i t  doe s not re su l t  in  c ircul ar migration o r  
permanent return t o  the v i l l age , but ins tead , men continue 
to move without the i r  depe ndents until they can obtain 
a ccommo da t ion . 
Cha in m igration i s  a much l es s  impor tant proce s s  for 
educated non-agr eement migr ants than for tho s e  with l i ttle 
educ a t ion , and hence is l e ss charac te r i stic o f  New Ireland er s 
than o f  the S imbu . Dire cted movement mus t  norma l l y  operate 
ind ependently o f  the exi sting kinship networ k , and s ince 
publ ic s ervants are trans ferred frequent ly between 
d e stinations6 , they may have no time to e s tabl i sh themselve s 
6 E s pec i al ly in the 1 9 7 0 s  wi th the impl ementation o f  
l o c al i s at ion po l ic ie s . 
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a s  a foc al po int within the kinship s y stem . Moreover , 
they themselves need not r e ly on the i r  k in to suppor t 
them dur ing po s s ibl e per iods of unemployment in town . 
Whi teman ( 1 9 7 3 ) sugge s t s  that members of the educated 
e l i te are mor e  l ikely to r emain on the per i phery of their 
tr iba l  group in town , partly becau s e  their education puts 
them in a h igher soc ial c l a s s  but al s o  becau s e  they are 
r i cher , and therefore mor e  l ikely to be  impos ed upon by 
poor relative s . To avo id thi s  they may try to opt out o f  
the s y s t em .  Al though evi dence f rom the UHS ( Curta in , 
1 9 7 7 : 2 1 )  sugg e s t s  that highly educated migran t s  are mor e  
l ikely t o  s end g if t s  home , thi s  need not sugges t  that 
they are more l ikely to be focal  po ints in  the chain 
m igration network .  I t  may only mean that they are more 
f amil iar with the workings o f  formal informa t ion channel s 
and have mor e  money to spend o r  s end . 
New I re land v i l lag er s  no t only have made le s s  obv iou s 
u s e  o f  k inship network s than S imbu when they migrate , but 
a l so show a marked reluctance to move for non- s pec i f i c  
s oc ial r ea sons . Thi s  s eems to s tem from an att itude 
prev a l ent among New Irel and people that migration should 
only take place for spec i f i c  reasons . S imbu , i n  c ontrast , 
have i n  recent time s become soc ial mover s . Th i s  d i s t inc tion 
may in par t  ar i s e  f rom d i f ferenc es  inherent in S imbu and 
New Ire land cul tur e , but i s  probably a l so r e l ated to the 
r e l at ive s trength o f  c ha in migration . 
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Educated non-agreement m igran t s  l ive mainly in towns 
-
or in smal l  administrative c entr e s  i n  the rural non-
v i l l ag e  s e c to r . Th i s  fur ther d i stingui shes them from 
e i ther agre ement o r  non-agr e ement migrants with no 
educ ation , many o f  whom move to plantation s when they 
l eave the v i l l age . However the d i s tinc t ion i s  not abs olute . 
Some educ ated non-ag r e ement m igrant s , for exampl e  many of 
the New Ireland v i l l ag er s , have worked on pl antat ions i n  
a supervi sory capa c i ty , whi le non-agreemen t  migrants with 
no education form par t  o f  the unski l l ed urban l abour force . 
They do not ,  however , dominate in the urban population a s  
they d o  i n  the popu l a ti on i n  the rur a l  non-vil l age sec to r  
o f  many prov inces .  The educated migrants ar e l ikely to 
r ema in w i th i n  the l ar g er town s , an expec ted charac te r is t ic 
s inc e thes e  c en tr e s  hav e  mo s t  o f  the head-o f f  ic e s  of govern-
ment d e partments and private f i rms . Port More sby i s  parti cu -
l ar l y  dominant in the ir mov ements , both for thi s  reason and 
becau s e  o f  the c entr a l i s at ion of h igher education . 
S tep migra tio n  i s  not an important migra t ion pro ce s s  
i n  S imbu o r  New Ire l and nor , a s  the UHS s hows , i n  other 
parts o f  Papua New Gui nea . I t s  d evel o pment ha s been 
h i ndered by the ex i stenc e o f  d irected movement , the c oncen-
tra t io n  o f  employment in the large towns and a lack o f  
integr at io n  with in the urban h ie rarchy . Sma l l  provincial 
towns such as Kundiawa and Kavi eng d o  no t have an important 
r o l e  i n  migration from the surround i ng are a s  of their 
province s .  Rural dwe l l ing S imbu and New Ir elanders ar e 
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wel l aware o f  the l imited employment opportun i t i e s  in 
thes e  towns and , as non-agreement mi grants , bypa s s  them 
in f avour o f  l arge r , more dis tant c entr e s . 
In g eneral , S imbu people would l ike Kundiawa to pro ­
v id e  mor e  j ob s  for the unsk i l l ed whi l e  in both provinc es  
a s k i l l ed l abour forc e much larger than i s  r equired in 
the ma in town is ava i l abl e .  UHS r e s pondent s from thes e  
two provinces had on the whol e  spent mor e  o f  their ab senc e s  
in the s e  two c entr e s  than the v illager s , many o f  whom are 
unsk i l l ed . O ther sma l l  towns such as  Ka inantu ( Young , 
1 9 7 3b )  and Popond et ta ( Baxter , 1 9 7 3 ) s e em to b e  s imilarly 
l imi ted i n  the i r  ro l e s  as employment c entre s or in  d irect 
s tep migration . However , people from prov i nc e s adm in i s tered 
by l ar g e  towns do o f ten make their initial move s to these 
c entre s . Th i s  type o f  move , previou s ly commented upon by 
Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 : 14 3 - 1 4 9 )  cannot be interpre ted a s  a potential 
s tep mov e  bec au s e  the migrants c an s c ar ce ly proc eed further 
up the urban hi erarchy . 
Al though Kund iawa and Kavieng are not prominent d e s ­
tinatio ns for Simbu and New Ireland m igrant s , they st i l l  
per fo rm impo rtant ro l es a s  s erv i c e  centre s ,  a l though not 
with equal e f f ec tivenes s  throughout their provi nce s .  They 
are thus centr e s  f rom which i nformation c an d i s s eminate 
both f rom and to the rural area , mor e  effec t ive ly , as Al l en 
( 1 9 7 6 )  has s hown , through informal rather than formal 
channe l s . I n  thi s  r e s pect Kund iawa , wh ich i s  an important 
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soc ial mee ti ng pl ac e for S imbu v il l agers , i s  probab ly 
mor e important than Kav i eng , wh ich only New Irelanders 
from the c lo s es t  vi l lages v i s i t  for vague soc ial reasons 
The above typo logy inc lude s all  typ e s  o f  movement 
which S imbu a nd New Irelanders have made in the pa s t ,  
and s ti l l  make . Migration proc e s se s , i n  par ticular cha in 
and c ircular movement , have been impor tant for both groups 
of peopl e but , as the typology s hows , do not oper ate with 
equal inten s i ty for d i f f erent categor ie s o f  migrant . 
Cur rent d if f er ence s  i n  S irnbu and New Irelan d  migra tion 
may b e  att ributed not only to contra s t s  in the resource s  
o f  the two provinc es , but a l so to d i f f er enc e s  i n  the 
char ac ter i st ic s  o f  the peopl e who mov e . The s e  c harac ter ­
i s tic s have changed over time . F ig . 6 . 2  il lus trates the 
changes i n  types of movement which have been a s soc iated 
w i th thi s . Tr ad i tional migration has r emai ne d  an impor tant 
component of movement throughout the colonial period in 
bo th prov i nc e s  a l though its r e la tive impor tance has d e ­
c l ined w i th the r i s e  o f  non-traditional movement . In  both 
provinc es,  non- tr ad itional movement , initial l y  under 
agreement , ha s i nvolved i nc reas i ng numbe r s  o f  people . 
I t  i s  now dom i nated by non-agr e ement movement , but wh il e 
mos t  S imbu are s ti l l  unsk il l ed , do not hold permanent j ob s , 
and are not d ir ected i n  their movements ,  mo s t  New Irel anders 
are formal ly educated and are employed i n  permanent pos itions 
i n  whi c h  they are l iab l e  to be tran s f erred b etween 
des ti na t ions ,. 
F i g . 6 .. 2 Change in Types  o f  Migrat ion dur ing the Co lon ial Per iod 
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CONFL ICT IN EVIDENCE - TYPE OF DATA AND RE SULTS 
Th e precedi ng typology of Simbu a nd New I r e l and migr a -
t ion i s  bas ed o n  thr ee data s ources wh ich d i f f er in scale , 
i n  the mater i a l  which they i nclude , and in  the loca tion o f  
popu l a tion t o  which they a pply . Al though the re sul ts a gr e e  
on many impo r tant c ounts , some ma j o r  confl i c ts ex i s t . 
Whi l e  the s e demonstr a te tha t  there are d if ferent types o f  
S imbu and New Irel and migrant s , a s  de s c ribed i n  the typology , 
they may a l s o  ar i s e  i n  part through d i ff er enc e s  i n  the data . 
The thre e  data s ource s  d i f fer markedly in s c al e . Whi l e  
7 the census e s  pre s e nt a national coverage , the UHS and the 
rural micro - s urveys cover onl y  sma l l  sample s  of the popu l a -
tion . The c ensu s e s  are designed to mea sure migra t ion only 
be twe en provinc e s  whereas the o ther two da ta sour c e s  can 
measur e  m igratio n  b e tween much sma l l er uni ts . The c ensus e s  
grea tly und eres tima te the vol ume o f  short d i s tanc e migra tion 
becau s e  they supply no d ata for movement wi thin provinces .  
When prov i nc e s  s hare a c ommon l and bound ary , shor t d i s tanc e 
movement i s  a pparent , but even then i t  i s  i na ccurately 
repr e s ented when it  takes pla c e  wi th i n  the rur a l  v il l age 
s ec to r  b ecau s e  enumeration was ba sed on a ten per cent 
sampl e .  Border v i l l ages , which are l ikely to hav e  s igni f i-
c ant i nter -provinc ial , though shor t d i s ta nc e movement , may 
o r  may not b e  inc luded i n  the census . 
7 Not der ived from compl ete enumeration e numeration in 
the rura l  v i l lage s e c tor c overed o nly a te n per cent 
sampl e . 
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The da ta sour c e s  are bas ed o n  d i f f erent types of 
mater ia l . Each c ensus measures the net resul t o f  migration 
as a s tatic phenomenon , at a s i ngle po int i n  time , and 
i nter -c ens a l  c ompa r i so n s  can merely sug g e s t  but not conf irm 
the o p er a t ion o f  s pec i f ic m igra tion proc e s se s .  As a resul t ,  
c ensu s e s  undere s t imate the to tal m igra tion experi ence of 
Papua New Gu i neans becau s e  many former m igra nt s  are enumer­
a ted i n  the ir nata l provinc e s . Both the UHS a nd the rur al 
micro- s tud ies i nc lude ma terial wh ich r eveal s  thes e proc e s s es , 
but because the UHS was des igned for a d if f erent type o f  
analy s i s , the long i tudinal data whi ch it  include s i s  l imi ted 
in both s c o pe and a ccurac y . Thus i t  probab ly underes t i­
ma te s the exte nt o f  c ircul ar migration and pr ior movement 
with i n  the rural v i l lage and rur al non-v il la g e  secto r s  
a nd , becau s e  i t  sought no information on mot ivatio n  and 
the d ec i s ion-mak ing proc es s ,  cannot show whether cha in 
movements are impo rtant . Moreover , i t  does no t ind icate 
whether an individua l migrant moved e ntire l y  o f  h i s  own 
vol i tion , or wa s d irec ted by h i s  employer . All thes e 
a s pec t s  can b e  analy sed f rom the rural mic r o - s urvey data . 
F i na lly , the UHS and the rural mic ro- s tud ies cover 
popu l ations in d i f f er ent loca tions . Al l UHS r es pondents 
wer e  urban res idents when they were i nterv i ewe d , whi l e  
r e s po nd ents i n  the rura l  micro - s tud i e s  were l iv i ng i n  
v i l l ages . Al though thes e  two popu l a tions mus t  have some 
members who mov e  b etwe en the two types o f  l o c a tio n ,  they 
al so have o ther s  who s e  migration experienc e s  hav e  been 
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d is ti nc t . Thu s  the c haracter i st i c s  o f  migr ation for one 
group need no t be the same as thos e  for the o ther group . 
The mai n  po ints o f  conf l i c t  are a s  fol l ow s : 
( a )  The UHS s hows tha t  mos t  Simbu and New Ire landers 
l iv i ng in towns have moved d irec tly from the rural 
v i l l a ge to the urban sector , and have then rema ined 
urban res idents . The rural mic ro- s tud i e s  show that 
many o f  tho s e  migrants who have returned to l ive 
i n  the i r  v i l lages mad e  the ir f i r s t  move s  to other 
v i l lages o r  to rural non-vi l l ag e  c entr e s . Many 
thereafter l ived i n  towns , al though a h igh propo rtion 
of tho s e  who have a lway s b een agr e emen t  migrants 
rema ined outs ide the urban s ec to r . S i nc e  the s e  
returned migrants do g o  t o  towns , they mu s t  b e  
repre sented i n  the UHS . Their appar ent exc lus ion i s  
the r esul t o f  i naccur ac i e s  in  the UHS d ata , po s s ibly 
compound ed by chang es which took pl ace in the two 
years intervening between the two surv ey s . However ,  
even i f  they wer e  i nc luded we c a n  a cc ept on the ba s i s 
o f  the rur a l  survey data tha t they woul d  form a 
r e l a tiv e l y  sma l l  propor tion o f  urban r e s id ents . 
Thi s  evidenc e , which s hows a bas ic d if f erence between 
urban and rur al dwel l er s ,  is contrary to previous 
a s sumptions that many urban dwe l l er s  have prior 
experienc e  of mov i ng to non-urban d es ti na tions . 
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( b ) UHS r e s pond ents r arel y  c irculate betwe en their home 
-
vi l l ag e  and towns , but returned m igrants in  the 
v i l l ag e s  ma inta in a h igh l evel o f  c i rc ular migr ation 
even as non-agreement movers . Thi s  suggests that 
mo s t  urban dwel l e r s  ar e no t temporary res idents . 
They hav e  comm itted themselves to urban l if e ,  at 
l e a s t  dur ing the period of thei r  work i ng l ives , 
bu t not nec es s ar i l y  wi th i n  a s ingl e  town . High 
rates of popula tion turnover in  the urban ar ea s are 
the r e su l t of inter-urban rather than c ircular 
migra tion . 
( c ) Bec au s e  UHS res pondents rarely made the ir ini tial 
mov e s  f rom the vi l lage to other rural d e s t i na tions , 
we can a s sume tha t they d id not move according to 
trad i t io nal s ys tems o f  migration .  Re turned migrants 
in S imbu and New Ireland vi l lages: have o f  ten made 
tradi tional movements before proceeding to other 
de s t inat ions . Whi l e  thi s  d i ff erence ar i s e s  partly 
fr om prob l ems inherent in the d ata , it adds further 
support to the idea tha t urban and rur al -o r iented 
people take par t in d if ferent types of migration . 
( d )  Kundi awa and Kavi eng were i ns ignif icant des tinations 
in the pr ev iou s  migration exper ienc e s  of tho s e  who 
had returned to S imbu and New Ireland v i l lages , bu t 
were ma j or des ti nations for S imbu and New Irelanders 
l iv i ng in town . Neither population has u sed the se 
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sma l l  provinc ial  towns a s  i ni tial s tag e s  in a 
-
sys tem o f  s tep migra tion . The contra s t  b e twe en the 
evidence from the UHS and the rural m ic ro - s tudi es 
aga in sugge s ts tha t  thes e two sampl e populations 
are predominantly migrants o f  d i f f er ent type s . 
Al though a l l  thes e conc lus ions are bas ed on smal l  
s amples they are suf f ic iently con s i s tent to sugge s t  that 
the d i f f erenc e  between the ma j or ity of m igrant s  who l ive 
in towns a nd migr ants who r e turn to their home vil lages 
is mark ed . Log ic a l ly we can a s sume that abs entees from 
the rur al vi l lages who , at the t ime o f  the survey , wer e 
l iv i ng i n  towns , have s imilar charac teri s tic s to the UHS 
r e s pond ents . Becau s e  o f  d i f f er e nces i n  the data sour c e s  
they c an be compared on o nly a f ew charac te r i s t ic s , o f  
which educ a tion , s hown t o  b e  the mai n  f ac tor wh ich 
d if f er e nti ate s  between res ident v i l lager s  and tho s e  who 
are away , i s  the mo s t  important . However , whi l e the 
aver age l evel o f  educ ation for both UHS r e s po nd en ts and 
abs entees is high er than that of vi l l ag e  r e s id ents , UHS 
r e s pondent s  had a h igher propor t ion o f  p eo p l e  w ith primary 
l evel qua l i f ic a ti on s  than the abs entee s . Co nv er s e ly , 
mor e  ab s entees had been to s ec ondary and ter tiary i nsti tu­
t ions . Thes e d i f f erences are s tati stical ly s igni f icant . 8 
They can b e  expl ai ned by the time l aps e betwe en the two 
8 X 2 = 1 1 . 4  for Simbu and 2 4 . 4  for New Ir el and , df = 2 . 
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surveys , the fac t that the UHS wa s conduc ted dur ing the 
Chr i s tma s  vaca tion when many permanent empl oye e s  were away 
from town on l eave , or the fact that the rural survey s 
repr e s ent only a f ew v i l lag es � All the s e  v i l l age s vary 
in l eve l s  of educ a tio n , and , a s  my Kainantu s tudy showed 
( 19 7 3 a : 8 1 - 8 3 )  such var i a ti ons oc cur e l s ewhere in Papua 
New Gui nea � A sma l l  s ample o f  thi s  na ture may not repr e ­
s e nt the S imbu peopl e a s  a who l e  .. 
Al though there i s  a d if f er e nc e  b e tween the UHS 
re s po ndent s  a nd the abs entees , the contr a s t  b e tween these 
two popu l at ions on the one hand , a nd the rural v i llage 
r e s idents on the o ther i s  much more mark ed , and l ends 
fur th er suppor t to the contention that there are two types 
of m igr ant , d i f f er entia ted f irst by l evel of educa tion and 
thereafter by type of movement a s sociated wi th type of 
employme nt .. 
MIGRATION PROCESSES IN PAPUA NEW GUI NEA 
Al though the pre c ed i ng d e s cr iption o f  m igrat ion pro ­
c e s s e s  i s  b a s ed only o n  sample s tud i e s , the s e  were conduc ted 
in two h ighly contr a s t i ng provinces among populations in  
d i f f er ent loca tions � The r e sul ts are suf f i c iently c ons i s ­
tent to j u s tify s ome mor e g ener a l  observations with regard 
to the m a i n  ques tions po s ed at the beginn ing o f  this s tu dy 
( p . 4 3 ) . 
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Migration f lows i n  Papua New Gui nea , a s  previously 
sugge s ted by , for exampl e ,  Brook f i eld ( 1 9 6 0 ) , Ward ( 1 9 7 1 ) , 
Bax ter ( 1 9 7 3 ) , and Conroy ( 1 9 7 6 ) , have developed in 
r e s pons e to  o ther facto r s  in a ddi tion to d i s tanc e w 
A s impl e gravi ty model i s  thus o f  l im i ted value in expl a in­
ing popu l a tion movement . Dir e c ted migration , previously 
o f  the unsk il l ed a s  agre ement labour recru i ts , and mor e  
rec ently o f  the ski l l ed and h ighly educate d  a s  permanent 
employe e s  tran s ferred b e tween j ob s , is one ma j or reason 
for long d is tanc e  movement . Chai n  mig r a t io n  i s  a s econd 
facto r . I t  i s  an impor tant proc e s s  in movement to bo th 
the rur al non-v i l l age and urban s ec to r s ,  a nd i s  a ma in 
expl ana tion for the unique migration f ie l ds o f  ind ividual 
v i l l age s and smal l r e g io ns . However i t  doe s  no t o perate 
wi th equal i ntensi ty for a l l  typ e s  o f  migrant and for 
peopl e f rom dif f erent regions . It i s  at  o nc e  s tronger 
and more nec e s s ary for p eopl e with l imited skil l s  who are 
f re e  to choo s e  the i r  de s ti nations , but who may no t be 
a s sured o f  employment when they arr ive . Sk il l ed migrants 
do no t have to re ly on the suppor t  system o f  the k inship 
netwo rk , and , b ec au s e  the i r  movements are d i r e c ted , fre­
quently do not have the oppo r tuni ty to c hoo s e  locations 
where their conta c t s  are already l iving . 
Th e k insh i p  netwo rk , and as soc iated c ha in migratio n , 
i s , a s  Al len ( 1 9 7 6 )  ha s shown , the mo s t  e f fi c ient channel 
for the f low of information between rur a l  dwell ers  and 
their migrant k in . Economic model s suc h  as tha t o f  Todaro 
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( 1 9 7 1 )  are thus o f  l imited value in  expl a ining Papua New 
Guinea ' s  migra t ion s treams becau se the potential migrants 
receive only s el ec ted informa tion on income and o pportu­
nities in  d i f ferent loc a tions . Al though the i r  subs equent 
movements appear to be strong ly economic al l y  motivated ,  
they are d etermined by the kinship network rather than a 
consc io us cho i ce bas ed o n  i ncome d i f ferentia l s  
C i r cu lar migration i s  prac tis ed b y  rur a l -ori ented 
migrant s even a fter they c e a s e  to be a gr e ement l abourers . 
I t  pers i s ts b ecaus e migr ants s ti l l  have r i ghts to village 
l and and bec au se u rban earnings are too low to suppo rt 
dependents , both reasons c i ted by Connel l e t  a l . ( 1 9 7 6 : 
2 1 0 ) . However ,  a s  wi th chain migra tion , i t s  intens i ty 
var i e s  among migran ts wi th di fferent charac t er i s tics , in 
par t i cu lar l evel o f  educ a tion . Unskil l ed migrants have 
h igher l evel s o f  c ircular migration than tho s e  who ar e 
educa ted , pr imar i ly becau s e  they lack the r e sourc e s  to 
suppor t  the ir famil i es outs ide the vil l a ge but al so per­
haps becaus e  they r eal i s e  that ul timately they wil l be 
rural -dwel l ers a nd mus t perio dically return to ma intain 
the ir vi l l ag e  contact s .  Tho s e  who move to the rural non­
vil l age s ec to r , in particular to pl antatio n s , have hi gher 
level s o f  c ircul ar migr ation than tho s e  who go to towns . 
Educate d  migrant s , b ecau se o f  the nature o f  their employ­
ment , may not have the o pportuni ty to c ir cu l a te and have 
l es s  need to do so . They are norma l l y  a ccompanied by 
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their d ependent s and have been permanently away from the 
vil l ag e  s inc e their i ni tial departure . 
Papua New Gu inea thus appears to be experi enc ing a 
trans i t ion s imil ar to that d es cr ib ed by Caldwel l  ( 1 9 6 9 ) 
and Mitchel l ( 1 9 6 9 b )  i n  Ghana and Rho des ia re s pec tively . 
Circul a r  and more permanent migration now c o - ex i s t , and 
a h igh pro po r t io n  of the urban popula t ion appear s to b e  
committed t o  permanent res idence i n  town s , at l ea s t  for 
the dur ation o f  their work ing l ives . The growth o f  per­
manent migration might be interpreted a s  s ignifying the 
progre s s  o f  Phas e  I I  o f  Z e l i nsky ' s  mobi l ity trans i tion 
in whi c h  the ' on s e t  of moderni z a tion ' resul t s  in ' a  shaking 
loo s e  of mi grants from the country s id e ' ( 1 9 7 1 : 2 3 6 - 2 4 1 ) . 
On pr esent evi de nc e  i t  i s  not pos s ib l e  to conc lude whether ,  
as  Z el in sky suggested , c ircu l a r  migration wi l l  eventual ly 
d i sappear in Papua New Gui nea a s  modern i s a t ion pro gr es s e s , 
and i t  may b e  tha t  the pres ent dual system of  ' permanent ' 
and ' temporary ' movement wi l l , a s  Bedford ( 1 9 7 1 ) ha s 
hypo the s i s ed for the New Hebride s , be  ma intai ned . Thi s  
may depend o n  whe ther c ircular migra tion i n  Papua New 
Gu inea i s  a matt e r  o f  prefere nc e , s trongly roo ted in 
tradi tional s y s tems o f  movement , a s  C ha pman ( 1 9 7 0 )  
sugges te d  for th e Solomon I s l and s , or a matter o f  nec es si ty ,  
enfor c ed sol e l y  b y  externa l  control s such a s  the agr e ement 
l abour s y s tem or the pres ent o f f ic ial pol ic y  on hou s ing 
prov i s ion for lower pa id workers . The l evel o f  c ircular 
migra tion a s  a pro c e s s  in tradi t ional movement probably 
4 8 0  
v ar i es according to the soc ial organ i s a t ion o f  tribal 
soc i ety . For exampl e ,  i t  appears to h ave been more 
impor tant w i thin New Irel and , where the matr i l i neal 
sys tem may be in conf l ic t  with the princ ipl e  of l and 
( and henc e cas h  c rop ) inheritanc e wi thin the pa triarchal 
f amily ,  than in  S imb u , wi th a s trong pa tr i l i neal system . 
Traditional migrants from New I rel and c ircul ated betwe en 
v i l l age s where they had l a nd r i ghts in order to expl o i t  
the s e  ful l y  and mainta in the i r  c l a ims . Women f rom S imbu 
who wer e  t raditional migrants , i n  contras t ,  rarely circu­
l a ted a fter marr iage becaus e  they retained no l and inter e s t  
i n  the ir natal commun ities . I t  i s  not po s s ibl e to compare 
the s e  s i tuations wi th that de scr ibed by Chapman becaus e 
the def ini t ion o f  mi gr a tion u sed in  thi s  s tudy exclude s 
the s hort term trans i to ry vi s i ts which h e  i nc luded i n  h i s  
a s s es sment o f  c ircul at ion . Such vi s i ts do in fact play 
a very impor tant part in a l l  rura l  soc i eties  in  Papua New 
Gu i nea . At pre s ent the ori g i n  o f  c ircular m i gr a t ion mus t  
s ti l l  remain a matter for con j ecture . 
S inc e the s ignif icanc e  o f  bo th c ircular and cha in 
migration v ar i es according to the l evel of education o f  
the indiv idual migrant , i t  i s  us eful to c l as s i fy migr ants 
i nto di f f erent c a tegor ie s . The d i sti nc tion made previously 
( e . g . Ward , 1 9 7 1 ; Harr i s ,  1 9 7 2 )  between agreement and 
' independent ' ( h ere non- agreement ) migr an ts has some 
val idity , but s ince peopl e have at di f f erent t imes belonged 
to d i f f erent c a te go r ies  i t  should b e  appl i ed to types o f  
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movement rather than to types o f  migrant . Agreement and 
non-agreement migrants d if fe r  only in the method by
-
which 
they mov ed . Many non-agreement migrants have charac ter­
i s t i c s  in common w i th tho s e  normally attributed to agree­
ment migrant s ;  they a r e  uns k i l l ed , hav e  a h i gh l evel o f  
c ir cu l a r  m igra tion and move t o  rural non-v il l age c entr es . 
Educa te d  non-agr e ement migrants , for whom both c i rcular 
and cha i n  movements are much l es s  s igni f icant , normally 
migra te to towns , e spec ially to the l arg er urban c entres � 
Mo s t  women who b ecome migrants move a s  the dependents o f  
th i s  group , ra ther than a s  individual member s o f  the wage 
forc e . Thu s , a l though i t  has been pos sibl e to develop a 
us eful d e s c riptive typology bas ed on the d is ti nc ti on 
between agr e ement and non-agr e ement movement ( s ee Fig . 6 . 1 )  
the mo s t  important di s t inct ion i n  rea l i ty i s  l ev e l  of 
educatio n . Becau s e  educ ationa l  o ppor tunity i n  Papua New 
Gu inea h a s  never b e en equal l y  d i s tr ibuted , d i f ferent pro­
vinc ial popul ations have d i f f er i ng propo r t ions o f  educated 
and uneduca ted m igrant s . Whi l e  the uneducated s ti l l  l eave 
rural ar eas wh ich l ack economic r esourc e s , more highly ­
endowed areas o n l y  l o s e  the better educated members of 
their rural communit i e s . The l evel o f  educ ation a t  which 
migratio n  i s  almo s t  c er ta in to occur i s  r i s ing , in accord 
w i th Conroy ' s  sugg es tion that the edu ca te d  are di s couraged 
from mov ing a s  their chance o f  obta ining s a t i s fy ing employ­
ment in the wage force dec l ines ( 1 9 7 7 : 1 4 ) . 
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Step migration i s  not s i gn i f ic ant in  Papua New 
Guinea . Th i s  conc lu s ion was to be expec ted s ince Papua 
New Gui nea ' s  urban h ierarchy i s  ba s ed on a system of 
' co lonial ' towns , poor l y  integrated wi th their rur al 
hinterl and s  and with each o ther . As Browning and Feindt 
( 1 9 7 1 : 3 2 3 -3 2 4 ) no ted , such a s i tuation , common in Th ird 
Wor l d  c ountr i es , mus t  hinder the development o f  step type 
movements . I n  Papua New Gu inea s tep migration has been 
further h indered by the ex i s tence o f  d irected movements 
and , probab ly , by c ha in migratio n .  
F i na l ly , thi s study shows that tr ad itiona l  movement ,  
which mos t  s tudi es o f  migra tion i n  Papua New Gu inea have 
i gnored , i s  s ti l l  an extr emely impor tant part o f  the 
migration proc e s s  in P apua New Gui nea . I t s  patterns have 
chang e d  l i ttle from pre-co loni al t imes , but it has evolved 
in a s so c ia tion w i th the extens ion of vi l l ag e  migration 
spaces i n  the co lonial peri o d . I t  should no t be  cons idered 
separ ately f rom the proc es s of non- tradi t io nal movement 
because many peopl e have been both traditional and non­
tradi tional movers .  
P OL I CY IMPLICATI ONS O F  MIGRATION AND 
URBAN I SAT ION IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
The above con c l us ions raise several important que s t io n s  
with regard to c urrent pol icy on migration a n d  urban i satio n . 
The ind igenous popula t io n  o f  Papua New Guinea i s  increas ing 
rapidly at an e s t imated annual rate o f  be tween 2 . 5  and 3 . 1  
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per c ent . The government , in reco gnition o f  potent ial 
probl ems a r i s ing through rap id popul ation increa s e , now 
rea l i s e s  that populat ion pl ann ing wi l l  have a vital rol e  
i n  future deve lo pment ( Ta go e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 6 ) . Fur thermore , 
the urban popula t io n  is  increas ing much fa s te r  than the 
national population a s  a who l e , at a r ate ( ba s e d  on pro-
j ect io n s  from the 1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1 cen suse s )  o f  a round 9 . 4  
per cent per annum . Al tho ugh Ske l don ' s  s urveys s ugge st 
that thi s rate is  an o ve r -e s t imate , and tha t  towns have 
been growing l e s s  rapidly s ince 1 9 7 1  than in the inter­
censal  period ( 1 9 7 6 ) , 9 the d i sc repancy between nat ional 
and urban growth r ate s rema in s , ma inl y  becaus e  o f  migration . 
Urban planner s  must c a ter for these migrant s , and in order 
to do so  e f fe c t ive ly , they mus t  be abl e  to make rea l i s t i c  
e s t imate s o f  the pro portion o f  people who w i l l  become 
' pe rmanent ' re s ident s  in town and the propo r t io n  who are 
' temporary ' ,  c ircul a r  mi grants .  The former group are 
migr ant s who soc ia l l y  a nd cul tural l y  have become ' cut-o ff ' 
f rom the ir tr iba l  o r igins in rur al area s ,  and who are 
dependent on the employment o ppo rtunitie s and s e rvice s 
avai lab le in town s . The l atter group maintain strong 
l inks with the ir rural backgrounds and c an return to 
vil lage l if e  i f  they w i s h  to . Obviously the ' permanent ' 
migrant s are o f  more concern to planne r s . 
9 See al so Conroy ( 1 9 7 7 )  for d i s cu s s ion on future urban 
population growth rate s . 
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Permanen t .Migrat ion 
Urban Area s � Government bod ie s  in Papua New Gu inea have 
until  now a s sumed that a h igh proportion o f  urban dwel lers  
are c ircular m igrants who wil l r eturn to the ir v i l l ag e s  on 
re t ir ement ( e . g  Central Planning O f f ice , 1 9 7 6 : 3 7 ) ; 
Nat io na l  Planning O f f ice , 1 9 7 7 : 1 ) « The s e  a s sumpt ions are 
ba sed o n  a gre a t  var iety of both macro- and micro - stud ie s  
( e  .. g .. Rew , 1 9 7 4 ; Garnaut e t  a l  , 1 9 7 7 ) which s how that 
mo st urban-dwe l l e r s  s ay tha t eventual ly they wi s h  to return 
to the v i l lage e As Rew ( 1 9 7 4 : 1 8 3 ) sugg e s ted , such state­
ments may be very valuab l e  in a s se s s ing a m igrant • s  attitude 
toward s  permanent urban l iv in g e They do no t however , 
ind icate that migrants woul d  want to , or  in fact would be 
abl e  to re turn home when they re tire � The f indings o f  
Bedford a nd Mamak ( 1 9 7 6 : 1 8 3 ) , that ' each add it io nal year in 
town b rings with it a n  increa s ing invol vement and commit ­
ment • t o  urban l ife suggest tha t long term r e s idents 
inev i tab l y  become d ivorced from the ir rural o r ig in s . 
Al though they may v i s it the ir v i l l ages whi l e  on l eave and 
send g i f ts to the ir rural k in , they may f ind it  d i f f icul t 
to settle back into the rural se9tor � The urban-bor n  
children o f  migrant s , many o f  whom c annot even s peak the ir 
parent s ' tr iba l  l a nguag e s  and who have always been accustomed 
to the higher l iving s tandar d s  o f  the town s , would f i nd such 
an ad j us tment even more d i f f icul t � Furthermor e , regardl e s s  
o f  the wishe s o f  the s e  migr ant s , they may no t b e  given the 
opportun ity to r eturn to their village s  bec au se the re source s 
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ava i l able for the i r  support ,  in par ticular l and , may no 
longer exi s t . 
Stud i e s  which show that some migrants appeared to be 
committed to urban l i fe ( e . g .  Ryan , 1 9 6 8 ; Oram , 1 9 6 8 a ;  
Ward , 1 9 7 1 ; Conroy , 1 9 7 6 )  are s imilarly ba sed on indirect 
rather than direct ev iden ce � Such commitment i s  as sumed to 
charac te r i s e  tho s e  who bring their wives and chil dren to 
town , and tho s e  who have b een absent from the v i l l a ge for 
many year s , but there i s  no c e r ta inty tha t the s e  peo pl e 
wil l  not one day re tur n  to the rural communi ty _ At pres ent 
it i s  probably impo s s ible to obt a in d irect evidence o f  
e i ther ' temporary ' o r  ' permanent ' migra tion to towns because 
mo s t  migrants have not yet reached ret ir ement a ge . 
This s tudy s imilarly i s  unabl e  to mea sure the extent 
o f  ' pe rmanent ' and ' tempo rary • migratio n , but it doe s  pro ­
vide some factual evidence which sugg e s ts that a ssumptions 
that ' temporary ' migra tion is dominant may b e  unfounded . 
Lon g i tudinal data f ro m  the UHS show that mos t  migrants 
l iving in town s , e ithe r  w ith or w ithout formal educatio n , 
had rema ined urban dwel l e r s  s i nce they f ir s t  l e f t  the 
v i l lage . They were not c ircul ar migrant s . Fol lowing on 
from the previou s  d iscus s io n , they were thus becoming 
increa s ingly d ivo rc ed from the i r  natal vil l age s , and could 
not by any means be de scr ibed as ' st il l  integrated into 
the pea s ant mode o f  product io n ' , as  Curtai n  s ugges ted 
( 1 9 7 7 : 1 7 ) . I t  s e ems probably tha t many o f  thes e  peopl e 
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wil l  rema in urban dwe l l er s . Some wil l  require their 
own hou s ing . O thers may depend on the suppo rt o f  the ir 
urban-born children who , because they have had better 
educ ational o pportunitie s than tho se born in vil l ages , 
are l ikely to form an eve r - increas ing pro po rtion o f  the 
urban work force . Re tired worker s who r ema in in town 
may want to support themselves through s el f -employment 
in e ither fo rmal or informal sectors and should be 
encouraged to do so . As they grow older they wil l require 
spe c i f i c  s ervic e s  covering the needs of the el derl y . Al l 
the s e  needs are at pre s ent c atered for within the 
trad itional soc ial s tructure o f  tribal soc i e ty in Papua 
New Gui nea , but not within non- traditional s et tl ements . 
Thus it would seem that in add it ion to broader phy s ic al 
planning for the urban are a s , new d irec t io n s  in  soc ial 
wel fa re planning wil l al so be requ ired . 
Rural Area s .  I f  many o f  the pre s ent urban dwe l l er s  opt 
to r e t ire in the town s , this wil l  have important reper­
c us s io n s  in  rural area s . The gap between the l evel o f  
education o f  v i l lagers and townspeo p l e  w i l l increase 
( s inc e a rel a t ive ly hi gh propor tion o f  the p ermanent 
urban dwel l er s  wil l  be wel l - educ ated ) ;  and , as  a r e sul t , 
the urban-dwel l ing mino r ity wil l become even more dominant , 
s imply because they have more exper ienc e  o f , and better 
ac c e s s to the modern s ec tor . The government h a s  long been 
cons c ious of the dange r s  of ove r -c entra l is a t io n  in urban 
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centre s ,  a s  i s  apparent in the rural empha s i s  o f  the 
Eight Po int Plan ( 1 9 7 3 ) , stateme nts on the need for 
decentr al i sation ( Central Planning O f f ice , 1 9 7 6 : 3 5 ) , 
the commi s s ion ing o f  stud i e s  to improve the l evel o f  
serv ic e s  i n  rur al a r e a s  (Ward e t  a l . , 1 9 7 4 ) a n d  the 
crea tion o f  the new Mi nis try o f  Decentral i s ation in the 
1 9 7 7  c ab inet . Both the UHS and the rur al micro - s tudie s 
show that c entra l is ation in Por t Moresby and the other 
l ar ger towns is indeed s trongly entrenched , s ince these 
centre s dominate the migration experienc e s  of  both educated 
and uneducated peo p le . 
C ir cular Migra tion 
Uneduc ated migrants are much more l ikely to s pend 
only tempo r ary per iod s  in towns , or in o ther non-vill age 
locations .  I t  may be tha t  in future peo p le with onl y  
primary school o r  l imited s econdary schoo l qual i f ications 
wi l l  of nec e s s i ty r emai n  c ircular migrants b ec au se o f  
inc re a s i ng compet i t ion for skil l ed and cl er i c al po s ition s . 
Thus ' temporary ' migrants may form a l arger component o f  
urban populat io n s . However , i f  employment o ppor tuniti e s  
continue t o  dec l ine rel ative t o  demand a t  al l l eve l s , i t  
i s  probabl e that thi s type o f  ' tempo rary ' movement wil l  
take the form o f  c asual v i s i ting rather than migrat ion . 
As a co ns equence the sho r t  term ' floating population ' o f  
the town s , e s timated b y  Skeldon ( 1 9 7 7 : 2 5 )  a t  between 7 and 
1 3  per c ent o f  the popula tion o f  the maj or urban c entres , 
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i s  l ikely to increa s e . Al though , a s  Conroy ( 1 9 7 7 : 5 ) 
-
sugg e s ted , the s e  people may not po s e  a ma j or probl em for 
urban po l ic y  maker s ,  they s t i l l  u se urban s ervi c e s  and 
re s ource s ,  and the ir ex i stenc e  cannot be  ignored . The 
per s i s te nce o f  c ircular movement a l so a ff e c t s  the rural 
ar eas because ,  as a con sequenc e ,  migration o f  the unsk i l l ed 
can do l ittl e to rel i eve popul ation pre s sur e in l and short 
area s , whi l e ,  in addi tion , the ab sence o f  abl e- bodied men 
i s  detrimental to the v i l l a ge economy . 
Cha i n  and Step Migration 
Cha i n  and s tep migration are a l so r e l evant to urban i -
sa tion po l icy . As this s tudy show s , kinship networks 
s t imu l a te and c hanne l chai n  migration , p ar t icularly among 
the l e s s  highly -s k i l l ed . Thes e  k inship l ink s , wh ich are 
o f te n  ma intai ned over long d i s ta nc e s , may be s trong enough 
to withstand any e f fo r t s  made by pl anner s to c ha nnel migr a -
t i o n  s tr e ams i n  o ther d i re ctions . There i s  probably l ittle 
po int i n  promoting ' shor t  d i s tance migr ation f rom rural 
to urban are a s ' ( Na tional Planning O f f ic e , 1 9 7 7 : 1 )  wi thout 
taking c ha in migr ation into account . The absence o f  s tep 
migratio n , c l early i nd icated in thi s s tudy , fur ther sugg e s t s  
that control s  whi ch a im t o  d i scourage l o ng d i s tanc e move -
ment may be doomed to f a i l ure . Smal l towns are a t  pre sent 
only weakly l inked to the i r  rural hi nter l ands through 
k inship network s ,  a nd any s e r iou s impl ementation of decen-
tr al i s a t ion po l icy woul d  have to de l ib er ately attempt to 
create the s e  bas ic connect ions .  
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Thi s  s tudy shows that chain and c ircular migration 
operate with d i f f erent intensity among migrant s wi th 
d i f f er en t  c haracter i s t ic s . S ince the se character i s tic s , 
in par t i cu l ar educa tion , vary regional l y  wi thin Papua New 
Guinea , urban pl anner s s hould no t ado pt a v bl a nket * pol icy 
for the ent ire ind igenou s popul ation . The needs o f  un­
sk i l l ed and i l l i terate migrants f rom S imbu and Enga 
Provinces , for exampl e ,  are very d i f f erent from the need s 
of skill ed and semi- sk il l ed migrants from Gul f  Prov ince 
or New Ireland .. 
In  conclus ion , thi s  s tudy ha s demo n s tra ted that internal 
migration in Papua New Guinea , in common wi th o ther Thi rd 
Wor l d  countrie s ,  i s  a compl ex phenomenon in whi ch pro c e ss e s  
o f  cha in a n d  c ir cular movement play important parts . The 
ful l  s igni f i c an c e  o f  the se proc e s ses  can only be reveal ed 
through longitudinal data whi ch show how they have changed 
in inten s i ty through time . These change s sugge s t  the 
exi stence of an evolutionary pattern in migrat ion , clo s ely 
linked to the mod er n i sat ion proc e s s , and in particular to 
the deve lopment o f  educa tion in the ind ig enou s  c ommun ity . 
Bo th c ha in and c ircul ar migration d i f fer in their s i gnif i ­
cance for e ducated a nd uneducated migrant s ,  and the s e  
var iations mus t  be r ecogni s ed in applying general pol ic ies 
for present day migr ation and urbani sa tion . Al though the 
evidence for the s e  migration pro ce s s e s  in  Papua New Gui nea 
i s  drawn from s amp l e  stud i e s , it  prov ide s a rea sonabl e 
bas is for g ener al i s at ion because the se s tudi e s  apply to a 
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var iety o f  rural - and urban-ba sed popula tions and b ecau se 
they are s et within the f ramework of the evidence from 
mac ro -data . Despite probl ems o f  co -ordina t i ng the resul ts 
from anal y s i s  of evidenc e from di ff erent type s  of data , 
such an appro ach seems who l l y  ju stif ied . 
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APPEND IX A 
VILLAGE SURVEY - HOUSEHOLD SUMIVlARY 
Res ident 
No . 
1 .  Cen s us divi s ion 
2 .  S ub- d i s tr i c t  
3 .  Vi l lage 
4 .  Household ( n umber ) 
5 .  Date of interview 
L i s t  al l members o f  thi s  househo l d . 
Name 
E ducation 
Age S ex Rel ation s h ip ( level , 
attendance ) 
6 .  Number o f  res idents 
Occupation 
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VILLAGE SURVEY - INDIVIDUAL S CHEDULE ( a  form i s  required for 
eve ry per s on over 1 5 ) 
1 .  Census  D i vi s ion 
2 .  S ub- dis tr i c t  
3 .  Vi l lage 
4 .  Househo l d  ( Number )  
5 .  Res ident numb e r  
6 .  Name 
7 .  S e x  (wr i te M or F )  
8 .  Age ( in years ) 
9 .  Mari ta l  s tatus ( Married - M ,  
Neve r  married - N ,  Divorced - D ,  
Widowed - W )  
Number o f  wive s  
Number o f  years s ince f irs t 
marri age 
1 0 . (Women on ly - al l men go to Q .  1 1 )  
How many chi l dren has thi s  per s on had? 
S t i l l  a live ma le 
Now dead mal e  
Date o f  bi rth o f  l a s t  chi ld 
CJ 
CJ 
female 
female 
CJ 
CJ 
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1 1 . Education/Literacy 
a )  Has thi s  p er s on ever been to s choo l ?  (Ye s/No ) 
b )  I f  y e s , what was the hi ghes t  leve l re ached?  
( Spec i fy c le ar ly ) 
c )  Has thi s  person ever been trained in a parti cul ar ski l l ?  
( Spe c i fy typ e ) 
d )  Can thi s person speak , read and wri te any o f  the fol lowing 
language s ?  ( P le as e  tick /) 
Speak Read/Wri te 
Engli s h  
__ ___.J I_ -
P idgin 
Motu 
,___  I I, _ _____, 
Tok P le s  ( th i s  are a )  
T ok P le s  ( anoth er are a )  
,__ _____ I I._____ _____ 
1 2 . Vi l lage cash s o urces 
Cash crop s  
Does thi s person grow cash crops ? ( Y e s /No ) 
What type ( s )  o f  c rop? 
How much d i d  he make from the s e  c rops in the l as t  year ?  
Trade s to re s 
Does this pers on own ( part-own ) a trade s tore ( s ) ? 
I s  he s ole o r  p art owner? 
How long has i t  ( they ) been operating ?  
Have they ope rated continuous ly o r  spasmodi c a l ly ?  
4 9 4  
Trade s tores ( cont . ) 
What pro fit was made in the las t  month ? 
Does th is  person own ( part- own ) a PMV? 
Is he s o le or part owner? 
When was the veh i c l e  bought ? 
Has it b een in c on t inuous operation? 
How o ften is it used ? 
What prof it was made in the last mon th ?  
Other ( e . g .  h iring equipment such as sewing machine , 
co f fee machine , outboard mo to r , or runn ing 
c at tl e  pro j e c ts ) 
Spe c i fy activity and income made during las t month . 
1 3 . Use  o f  cash 
What does thi s  person spend his  money on? 
S choo l fees ( amount/year , number o f  ch i ldren 
supported )  
Tax ( amount/year ) 
1 4 . Abs entees 
List all absent members of this person ' s  family . 1 
Name Age Sex Marital Rel ations hip s tatus 
Present Len gth o f  
location absence 
1 C lose relatives - brother , s i s ter , s on , daughter , father , mother . 
Occupat ion Education Reason ( s )  Leavin g 
for 
� 
l..O 
U1 
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1 5 . Casual Mob i l i ty 
a )  Li s t  a l l  vi s its made by thi s pe rson to Kundiawar during 
the l a s t  month . 
Vi s it T ime s ince vis it Length Method 
No . Reason o f  Compan ions o f  Day s  Weeks Month s  s tay trave l 
1 For New I r e l an d  vi l l ages , Kavien g . 
b )  L i s t  the last vi s it mad e  by this per s on to the following 
p l a ce s : 
T ime s in ce v i s i t  Method 
Re as on ( s )  o f  Companions 
Day s  Weeks Months trave l 
Goroka 1 
Hagen 
Min j  
Ban z  
Lae 
1 For New I r e l and vi l lages , Rabaul , Lae , :Mad an g . 
1 6 . Migration/Employment H i s tory 
Where was th i s  pers on born? Vil lage 
D istrict 
Cen s us Divis ion S ub-district 
Lis t a ll moves and changes of j ob experienced s ince first l e aving the v i l lage . 
Migration H i s tory Fami ly Employment 
Year 
o f  Age Trave l E ducation 
Move P lace Type of Dwe l l ing Marital Accompanying Type o f  Employer Move ( type ) ( me thod ) ( finance ) s tatus Dependents j ob 
Rea son ( s )  
change 
for 
..i::.. 
"° 
.._J 
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APPEND IX B 
CHAN GES TO 1 9 6 6  CENSUS F IGURES 
A Adj ustments to compens a te for mi s inte rpr et at ion o f  the 
b irthp l ac e  que s t ion 
When the rural v i l l age populat ions for S imbu and E a s tern 
H ighl ands P rovinces and E a s t  and Wes t  New Britain P rovinces in 
1 9 6 6  and 1 9 7 1  are compared , it  i s  c le ar that a large number o f  
r� spondents mis interpreted the b i rthp lace que s t ion i n  19 6 6 . 
Ove r  1 4 , 0 0 0  p eop le in S imbu were recorded as in-migrants from 
the E astern H ighl an ds , and over 5 , 0 0 0  peop l e  born in We s t  New 
Britain were l iv ing in E a s t  New B r i ta in vi l lag e s . Ne ither o f  
the s e  apparent ly s igni f i c ant migrati on s treams e xi sted in 1 9 7 1 . 
In T ab le A ( Appendix C )  the 1 9 6 6  f igure s for these f our 
p rovinces have been ad j us ted as fo l low s : 
S imbu/Eastern H ighl ands 
Number o f  E a s te rn H i ghlanders in rur a l  vi l l age 
S imbu , 1 9 6 6  = 
N umb er o f  E a s te rn H ighl anders in rura l v i l lage 
S imb u ,  1 9 7 1  = 
1 9 7 1  f i gure adj usted to compen sate for 
e s t imated ne t outmigrat ion ( 8 1 )  o f  those 
re s i dent in 1 9 6 6  who had moved by 1 9 7 1  = 
Cen s u s  s ur viva l  ratio , 1 9 6 6 - 1 9 7 1  = 
N umber o f  E as tern H ighlanders in rura l 
vi l lage S imb u ,  1 9 6 6  = 
1 4 , 11 6 
2 7 3  
1 9 2  
0 . 9 1 8  
1 9 2  
0 . 9 18 
= 2 0 9  
4 9 9  
Numb e r  o f  E a s tern H ighl anders wr ongly 
cens us ed , 1 9 6 6  = 1 4 , 1 1 6  - 2 0 9  
= 1 3 , 9 0 7  
Mal e s  = 
Females = 
6 , 9 7 5  
6 , 9 3 2 
Number o f  S imbu in S imbu , 1 9 6 6  = 1 6 4 , 8 8 9  (males  = 8 2 , 6 9 0 )  
( fema le s = 8 2 , 1 9 9 ) 
Number o f  E a s te rn H i gh l an ders  in S imb u , 
( inc luding rural non-vi l l age and urban ) 1 9 6 6  = 5 5 0  
( males = 3 1 5 ) 
( females = 2 3 5 )  
E a s t/We st New B r i tain 
Number of WNB i n  rura l  vi l lage ENB , 1 9 6 6  
Numb er o f  WNB in rur a l  vi l lage ENB , 1 9 7 1  
1 9 7 1  f igure adj usted for e s t imated net in­
migration ( 8 3 )  of tho s e  migrant in 1 9 6 6  
= 
= 
who h ad returned by 1 9 7 1  = 
Cen s u s  s urvival ratio , 1 9 6 6  - 1 9 7 1  = 
Number o f  WNB in rural v i l l age ENB , 1 9 6 6  = 
= 
Number o f  WNB wrongly c en sused , 1 9 6 6  = 
Number o f  ENB in ENB , 
Number o f  WNB in ENB 
vi l la ge and urban ) , 
1 9 6 6  = 8 6 , 4 2 8  
= 
Male s = 
F emal es = 
( males  = 4 4 , 14 5 )  
( fema le s  = 4 2 , 2 8 3 )  
( in c luding rur a l  non-
1 9 6 6  = 3 , 0 1 4  ( male s  = 2 ,  3 4  6 )  
( femal e s  = 6 6 8 )  
5 , 5 5 9  
3 5 9  
4 4 2 
o .. 8 8  
4 4 2  
0 . 8 8 
5 0 2  
5 , 5 5 9  
5 , 0 5 7  
2 , 3 8 7  
2 , 6 7 0  
- 5 0 2  
5 0 0  
B Adj us tments to comp ens ate for inter- c en s a l  boundary changes 
The inter- cen sal boundary changes o f  1 9 6 8 1 a f fe cted s i x  
provinces - S irnbu and We s tern H i ghland s , E a s t  and We s t  New 
Br itain , We s t  and E as t  S epik . In e ach c as e  an entire census 
divis ion was tran s ferred from one pro vince to the other and , 
in the case o f  S irnbu at leas t , other minor change s  occurred 
b ut the s e  do not a f fect the population f igures becaus e  they 
invo lved v irtua l ly un inhabited reg io n s2 . The fol lowing 
adj us tments ,  whi ch are appl ied in th i s  s t udy to a l l  1 9 6 6  
f i gure s used in inter- c en s al compa ri s on s , are ba s ed on c rude 
est imates o f  the popul at i ons o f  the three cen sus divi s i on s  con-
cerned , us ing f i gures from the Vi l l age Directory o f  1 9 7 3 .  
S irnbu/Wes tern H i ghlands 
Upper J imi population , 1 9 7 1  
popul ation 5 years + 
cen s us s urvi val ratio 
population 1 9 6 6  
e st imated population with 
outmigration 
Indigenous populat i on in S irnbu , 1 9 6 6  ( adj usted ) 
Indi genous populat ion in Western H ighland s , 
1 9 6 6  ( adj usted ) 
1 Government Ga z et te , 1 9 / 1 2 / 6 8 .  
2 See Howlett et a l . , 1 9 7 6 : 6 7 .  
= 1 6 , 2 9 5  
= 1 2 , 9 6 4 
= 0 . 9 1 8  
= 1 4 , 1 2 0  
= 1 2 , 8 8 9  
= 1 5 4 , 0 3 4  
= 3 0 2 , 3 4 1  
5 0 1  
Wes t  S epik/Ea s t  S epik 
Uppe r  S epi k  popula ti on , 1 9 7 1  
populat ion 5 y ears + 
c en s us survival rat io 
population 1 9 6 6  
e s timate d  population with 
outmigr at i on 
Indigenous populat ion in Wes t  S epik , 
1 9 6 6  ( adj usted ) 
Indigenous population in E as t  S ep ik , 
1 9 6 6  ( ad j usted ) 
Wes t  New B r i t a in/Eas t New B rita in 
Gasmata populat i on , 1 9 7 1  
population 5 years + 
c en s us survival ratio 
populati on 1 9 6 6  
e s timated populati on with 
outmigrati on 
I ndi genous population in Wes t  New B r it a in , 
1 9 6 6  ( adj usted ) 
Indi genous population in E a s t  New Br itain , 
1 9 6 6  ( ad j usted) 
= 1 5 , 1 3 4 
= 1 2 , 2 2 0 
= 0 . 8 7 3  
= 1 3 , 9 9 7  
= 1 2 , 9 7 7  
= 8 6 , 1 6 4  
= 1 6 9 , 3 8 3  
= 4 , 0 2 8  
= 3 , 2 4 9  
= 0 . 8 8 4  
= 3 , 6 7 7  
= 3 , 4 8 1 
= 4 7 , 3 6 9  
= 1 0 1 , 4 0 6  
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APPEND I X  C 
Tab l e  
A Ind i genous Popul ation , 1 9 6 6 : Province 
of Res idenc e by P rov ince o f  B ir th 
B I nd igenous Popul ation , 1 9 7 1 : Provinc e  
o f  Re s idenc e  b y  Prov ince o f  Bi rth 
C Prov inci al Town s , 1 9 7 1 : Provinc e  o f  
Birth o f  Re s id ents 
D Prov i nc ial  Towns , 1 9 7 1 : Provi nce o f  
Birth o f  Migrants 
E S imbu Ou t-Mi gr ants , 1 9 7 1 : Prov ince and 
S ec to r  of Re s idence 
F In-Migrants i n  S imbu , 1 9 7 1 : Prov ince o f  
Bi rth and Sector o f  Res idenc e 
G S imbu - Born , 1 9 7 1 :  Educational Level and 
P rovince of Res idence 
H Simbu Res idents , 1 9 7 1 : Educat io na l  Level 
and Prov i nce of Bir th 
I New I r e land Out-Migrants , 1 9 7 1 : Prov ince 
and Sector of Res idence 
J In-Mi gr ants in  New Ireland , 1 9 7 1 : 
Prov i nc e  o f  B i rth and Secto r  o f  Res idence 
K New I re land - Born , 1 9 7 1 : Educational Leve l 
and Province o f  Res idence 
L New I r e l and Re s idents , 1 9 7 1 : Educational 
Leve l and Provi nc e  o f  Birth 
IND I GENOUS POPULATI ON 1 9 6 6  Provi n c e  o f  Re s i dence by Province o f  B i r th 
B i r thplace Re s i dence 
MALES wes t .  Gul f Cen . MB North . S H  W H  S i mbu EH 
we s te rn 3 0  9 3 5  1 7 0  1 1 6 1  1 4 4 2 9  7 8  1 9  2 2  3 4  
G ul f 9 0  2 6  0 9 2  4 5 8 0  9 4  8 9  6 5  1 1 9  1 6  1 8 2  
Central 1 3 0  6 3 5  5 7  2 5 0  5 0 0  3 5 4  6 2 1 2 3  4 9  2 5 8  
Mi lne B ay 4 2  5 3  1 6 0 4  5 0  2 6 1  5 6 6  2 4  9 2  1 9  1 3 4  
Northern 4 1  4 1  l 5 9 1  3 9 0  2 8  3 3 5  4 4  7 7  2 5  1 2 2  
S H i gh l an d s  2 7  1 9 2  1 6 6 7  1 6  8 1  8 9  3 8 2  9 3 0  5 2  7 3  
W H i gh l an ds 2 2  9 3  8 6 7  2 9  5 0  l 2 6 4 1 4 4  1 6 7  1 8 7  2 7 5  
S imbu 8 2 8  1 7 9 0  3 7  1 6 9  1 8 9  2 8 1 3  8 2  6 9 0  2 4 1 3  
E H i ghlands 1 4  1 2 0  2 1 4 4  8 9  1 9 3  8 8  6 2 1  3 1 5  9 6  6 1 6  
Moro be 4 1  1 5 2  2 0 2 1  1 0 6 5 0 3  9 6  3 9 5  1 8 1  6 9 6  
Madang 1 8  1 5  4 0 1  2 1  7 9  9 6  4 0 0 1 9 7  . .. 4 5 9  
E S e p i k  2 1  1 3  3 0 1  1 9  4 7  5 0  1 7 2  3 1  ' 1 4 5 
W S e p i k  2 0  1 2  1 5 1 6 1 5  3 0  5 8  1 1  4 4  
Manus 1 6  6 1 8 9  9 1 2  2 6  5 6  2 9  6 7  
N I r e l an d  5 1 1 5 0  6 4 3 1  2 7  1 2  64 
W New B r i t  1 3 1 4  7 1 1  3 3  9 2 0  9 2 1  
E New B r i t  3 0  1 6  4 4 3  2 7  5 1  5 8  1 0 6  4 9  1 4 0  
N So lomon s 7 2 0  1 5 9  2 1 0  2 4  2 4  2 5  1 8  
O th e r s  6 2  3 6  2 3 6  2 8  3 2  8 1 3 7  5 8 6  
TOTAL 31 5 3 0 2 7  6 9 8  7 6  8 5 2  5 1  7 9 5  3 0  6 5 2  9 1  6 2 4  1 5 0  3 5 6  8 3  9 2 4  1 0 1 8 4 7  
FEMALES 
We s tern 29 5 8 1  7 7  4 3 9 1 7  2 0  3 2  1 0  2 4  6 
Gul f 6 8  2 6  6 0 7  2 5 7 7  2 8  6 0  4 6  4 8  3 6 6  
Central 8 8  4 2 9  5 2  9 3 5 3 3 3  2 1 4  5 0  6 5  1 5  1 2 2  
Mi lne B ay 2 5  5 0  5 4 0 4 6  6 3 3  3 1 5  2 5  3 2  1 2  5 3  
No r th e rn 2 4  2 3  3 0 1  2 4 2  2 6  4 6 7  2 1  2 9  9 4 9  
S H i g h l ands 11 5 5 4  1 8  2 0  8 9  6 8 9  8 0 2  6 9  2 6  
W H i gh l an d s  1 0  3 1 9  2 9 1 7 5 4  1 3 5  8 7 8  2 1 0 8 6  
S i mbu 6 9 5 5  1 4 1 0 8  1 5 7 8  8 2  1 9 9  1 7 4 0 
E H i gh l an ds 2 7 6 4  1 4  3 4  4 7  1 9 3  2 3 5  9 7  4 7 6  
Mo robe 1 4  1 1 1  3 9 2  3 0  1 0 4 6 1 1 5 5  1 0 0  2 4 1  
Madang 4 4 8 7  5 6 4 1 1 2 6  6 8  8 9  
E S e p i k  7 8 5 3  5 6 2 6  3 9  1 0  2 6  
W S e p i k  1 3 1 8  2 - 1 6  2 9  2 1 1  
Manus 4 - 4 9  7 1 5  1 2  1 1  1 0  1 9  
N I r e l and 4 8 5 3 3 7 9 1 3  1 0  3 7  
w New B r i t  - 2 1 5  4 6 1 9 8 5 
E New B r i t  2 5 1 0 1  3 1 1  2 1  2 9  1 1  3 9  
N So lomons 4 1 4  1 6  2 4 1 3  1 0  4 1 
Oth e r s  3 6  1 3  6 9  1 9  1 5  3 9  4 0  1 3 8  
TOTAL 2 9  8 9 3  2 7  3 7 8  5 7  8 3 7 4 7  3 6 8  2 7  3 1 7  9 2  0 1 1  1 3 9  0 9 6  8 3  O O O  1 0 0  1 3 0  
S ourc e : N a t ional Pop u l a t i on C e n s u s , 1 9 6 6  ( B ureau o f  S t a t i s t i c s , 1 9 6 9 ) . 
Morobe Mad ang E . S ep . w . s e p . Manus 
3 0  1 3  3 4  1 5  -
2 9 0  1 1 1  1 1 0  3 7  2 8  
9 4 5  1 4 7  1 1 2  4 4  4 2  
3 1 3  1 3 1 7 6  9 2 6  
4 3 0  1 3 6  7 3  2 6  3 
1 2 5 3 7 2  2 5  1 2  3 
3 2 3  4 0 6  7 5  2 1  6 
7 7 7  2 7 7  6 8  3 8  2 
7 6 2  2 1 9  5 4  3 2  3 
9 3  8 8 7  1 2 5 9  2 9 4  9 6  2 3 4 
1 1 8 4  7 4  2 8 4  2 5 6  1 6 5  1 3 8  
1 0 6 9  9 6 3  7 7  7 7 8  4 2 4  4 7 8  
2 0 7  6 5 6  l 5 3 0 4 9  3 0 1  3 3 6  
1 3 5  1 6 4 1 4 0  1 0 9 8 9 7 8  
6 5  9 1  1 4 4  5 6  4 3  
1 1 6 4 0  7 6  2 8  9 1  
1 9 9  1 9 1  2 9 0  1 6 4  1 0 7  
7 6  4 3  7 3  1 7  3 6  
6 1  7 7  2 5  8 2  3 
1 0 0  9 94 7 9  5 8 0  8 1  2 3 3  5 0  6 7 6  1 0  5 5 7  
1 9  8 5 9 -
1 6 3 6 0  4 4  2 2  1 3  
6 7  8 7 1  6 8  1 0  1 8  
1 2 3 6 2  2 2  3 6 
1 7 4  4 0  1 0  7 4 
2 0  1 6  2 4 3 
9 9  1 1 7  2 1  9 6 
1 1 0  5 1  4 2  2 6  6 
3 0 8  2 7 7  2 4  1 4  1 1  
1 0 0  4 2 6  5 3 3  2 2 2  7 3  5 3  
5 1 3  6 8  3 5 5  1 5 4  1 0 1  1 9  
2 6 3  3 2 6  7 3  3 5 6  3 1 3  6 8  
8 8  3 5 0  8 1 5 4 7  6 6 0  2 9  
5 9  4 6  4 7  3 8  9 2 4 1  
6 5  1 0 1  7 5  6 9  7 6  
6 3  1 1  3 2  4 1 8  
1 5 4  1 5 9  1 7 1  6 0  7 0  
1 6  2 6  3 3  5 3 2  
3 7  1 6  2 7  3 8  2 
1 0 3  3 7 8  7 0  6 2 5  7 5  1 7 0 4 8  4 6 5  9 6 7 5  
TABLE A 
N . I r .  WNB _i ENB jN . S o l s  j 
2 0  4 3 4  1 3  4 3  1 7  4 8  3 5  8 7 9  3 2 7  2 2 2  2 4 8  1 5 3  7 7 8  1 6 1  5 3 3  1 0 0  8 6 4  2 9 8  
3 0 3  7 3  1 1 0 8  1 4 9  1 0 6 8  3 0 2  3 1 4  2 9  
2 1  7 5 0  3 6  1 9 3  2 0  9 7 5  7 2 7  2 5 2  1 3 8  4 6  1 7  4 3  
2 8  5 2 1  2 2  9 8 7  
2 ! 5 
7 3 
1 6  7 
7 1 0  
2 3 7  
1 1  3 
1 2  2 
2 3  2 
3 3  7 
4 7  6 2  
4 5  2 5  
3 3  1 7  
2 4  1 0  
9 6  9 
2 0 0 2  8 ' 2 4  
2 1  2 0  4 3 8 
37 8 2 0 4  
2 2 1 -4 1 9  2 0  8 1 1  2 0  8 8 4  
2 8  7 
2 0 8  3 8  
2 3 5  3 8  
2 8 6  2 8  
7 1  1 6  
1 4 5 4  1 4 7  
8 7 6  1 3 5  
4 0 4 6 9 4  
6 7 7 4 8 5  
2 9 1 4 5 7 0  
l O O O  2 2 3  
2 1 9 2  6 6 9  
1 0 1 2 6 2 7  
4 5 8  2 3  
1 0 4 4  3 5  
2 3 4 6  4 8  
4 4  1 4 5  2 0 0 
6 6 0 ·  3 5  3 6 4  
1 8 8  6 5  
6 0  1 9 8 3 9  4 1 2 
4 l 
8 7  1 3  
1 0 1  2 1  
1 1 4  6 
2 1  1 
6 2 
9 3 
1 7  2 
2 1  2 2  
1 5 5  6 9  
1 0 1  1 4  
2 9  8 1 5  
6 1  1 2  
1 8 1 1 7  
5 1 9  1 9  
6 6 8  5 
4 2 2 8 3  1 0 8  
1 1 6  3 1  9 6 0  
6 7  5 9  
4 4  8 2 9  3 2  3 4 9  
TOTAL 
32 7 4 3  
3 2  1 9 6  
6 0  9 8 6  
5 3  7 4 7  
3 1  5 0 8  
9 5  1 0 7  
1 4 9  1 9 7  
9 3  3 3 6 
1 0 3  0 6 5  
1 0 4  6 0 7  
7 9  3 1 2  
8 5  6 2 9  
5 5  3 8 6  
1 0  7 6 0  
2 3  5 6 4  
2 4  1 6 7  
4 7  1 9 5  
3 6  7 4 2  
1 1 9 1  
1 1 2 0  4 3 4  
3 0  2 5 9  
2 9  9 1 5  
5 5  2 4 1  
4 8  0 3 8  
2 7  4 6 1  
9 0  7 6 1  
1 3 8 2 4 9  
8 5  9 7 9  
9 8  7 8 9  
1 0 2  8 4 8  
6 9  7 5 7  
7 4  8 6 8  
4 9  1 3 1 
9 8 6 3 
I 2 1  1 2 0  
2 1  3 1 0  
4 3  8 0 9  
3 2  2 7 8  
5 3 9 
1 0 3 0  O l l 
Ul 
0 
w 
INDIGENOUS POPULATI ON 1 9 7 1  Province o f  Re s i de nce by P rovi n ce o f  B irth 
B i rthp l ace Re s idence 
MALES We s t . G u l f  Cen . MB North . SH WH S imb u EH 
W e s t e rn 3 4  5 5 2  2 2 3  1 5 6 6  1 0 7  5 1  1 5 5  4 5  3 8  7 3  
G u l f  2 1 2 2 7  2 9 2  6 1 2 8  1 7 4  1 1 9  9 1  1 8 2  3 9  1 8 6  
Central 3 0 4  3 9 7  6 9  7 0 9  4 5 1  4 8 2  1 6 0  2 4 3  1 2 1  4 0 3  
Milne B ay 6 6  4 1  2 14  8 5 4  2 2 6  6 8 6  7 0  1 3 7  5 5  2 1 7  
Northern 8 3  6 4  1 6 7 9  2 9 4  3 1  5 2 0  5 7  1 3 6  4 6  14 6 
S H i g h lands 1 5 5  1 6 1  1 9 3 1  1 6 8  1 3 5  9 1  6 0 3  3 7 5 1  5 5  1 3 6  
W H i gh lands 6 0  8 0  2 2 1 9  2 6  1 0 8  5 2 0  1 6 7  7 3 7  3 2 6  4 7 5  
S imbu 7 3 6  1 7 9 3  1 0  1 3 1  2 0 7  5 2 9 1  7 8  3 0 1  2 9 7 5  
E H i gh l an d s  32  101  3 3 0 9  1 9  2 0 1  1 8 9  9 2 7  4 7 3  1 1 0  6 8 3  
Mo robe 5 8  7 5 7  2 8 7 3  6 2  6 4 9  1 6 9  6 4 4  2 2 6  8 2 4  
Madang 34 1 2  6 5 8  3 8  1 7 3  9 8  8 7 0  16 1 8 5 5  
E S e p i k  4 9  1 8  5 8 9  2 4  5 9  8 6  3 5 3  6 0  3 1 9  
W S e p i k  2 9  8 2 1 1  9 1 5  4 1  3 7 9  1 5  5 7  
Manus 11 2 2 9 6  2 2  2 2  3 4  6 6  2 1  1 0 7  
N I re l and 12 15 3 3 1  1 0  1 7  1 6  6 4  1 8  9 2  
W N ew B r i t  2 1 2 0 6  1 3  4 9  7 1 5  2 2  4 7  
E New B r i t  25  17  6 5 2  6 1  6 1  5 2  1 3 9  7 7  1 5 4  
N S o lomons 8 1 4  3 3 1  1 9  19 3 8  3 9  1 9  7 2  
Others 52 13 2 17 1 5  3 9  1 2  2 2  6 3 9  
TOTAL 35 7 5 6  2 9  2 5 2  9 6  8 4 6  5 5  7 4 8  3 4  5 3 6  9 3  6 0 5  1 8 1  0 4 0  8 0  0 7 9  1 1 7  8 6 0  
FEMALES 
Wes tern 33 9 5 8  1 3 0  8 1 7  5 9  3 9  7 9  3 0  1 7  3 4  
Gu l f  1 0 1  2 7  6 6 5  4 3 1 5  7 5  6 2  2 7  6 4  3 9  7 1  
Central 2 2 2  3 5 0  6 8  7 0 5  3 3 6  3 2 8  8 1  1 2 6  6 1  2 5 4  
Milne Bay 2 7  3 0  9 6 8  5 1  6 6 5  4 1 7  1 6  5 4  2 3  8 8  
Northern 6 6  3 8  6 5 0  3 3 0  3 0  0 2 3  3 8  6 8  3 5  6 1  
S H i gh lands 44 11 1 7 2  3 2  1 8  9 7  1 6 1  4 4 8  5 9  6 0  
w H i gh l an d s  2 6  1 0  117  42  36  5 1 9  1 5 6  7 0 3  3 5 7  1 8 8  
S i mb u  2 1 0  2 7 6  2 2 2  1 4 3  3 3 4 3  7 8  4 4 2 2 0 7 4  
E H i g h l an ds 1 5  2 3  4 0 6  1 6  5 1  6 3  4 2 5 3 0 0  1 1 5  0 0 9  
Mo robe 1 8  6 5 8  1 0 1 3  5 6  1 9 1  8 4  2 7 2  1 1 0  3 5 2  
Mad ang 17 1 6  2 0 9  3 5  6 4  8 1  35 6 9 7  3 1 4  
E Sepik 14 2 0  1 8 3  1 5  1 6  3 3  9 1  2 5  1 1 2  
W Sepik 9 1 5 5  1 9  1 1  1 6  4 9  15  24  
Manus 3 3 1 1 9  1 2  1 5  14  2 9  9 7 1  
N I re l and 3 13  1 3 0  1 3  1 2  11 51 13  35  
W New B r i t  2 2 31 6 2 8  6 3 9 1 0  
E N ew Bri t 9 1 6  3 5 5  4 5  1 5  2 8  6 2  2 5  1 2 4  
N S o lomon s 5 1 1  7 3  9 6 2 5  1 1  7 2 2  
Others 37 6 7 1  5 2 6  1 1  2 9  3 2 0  
TOTAL 34 5 7 8  2 9  0 1 3  7 8  6 6 5  5 2  7 7 2  3 1  3 8 0  9 8  4 3 6  1 6 2  2 1 4 7 9  6 4 6  1 1 8  9 2 3  
S o urce : N a t ional Population Census , 1 9 7 1  ( B ure a u  o f  S t a t i s t i c s , 1 9 7 4 ) . 
TABLE B 
Moro b e  Madang ·E . Sep . W . Sep . Manus N . I r .  l 
8 0  2 9  2 4 8  2 6  1 1 9  
5 6 1  1 2 2  1 3 9  4 1  1 9  5 3  
1 4 7 8  3 1 6  1 7 0  6 9  4 4  6 6  
6 1 5  1 5 0  8 9  2 9  4 8  8 0  
7 3 1  1 5 0  8 5  3 5  1 3  2 
2 2 3  4 2 4  6 6  6 5  1 5  4 7 7  
4 3 2  7 9 6  1 8 8  3 5  5 8  2 5 7  
1 5 9 0  3 6 9  1 0 5  2 1  5 4 1 0 
1 5 8 9  3 6 3  1 3 6  4 1  2 5  6 9 7  
1 0 5  9 4 7  1 4 4 6  3 4 8  1 2 0  2 2 9  8 9 5  
1 9 4 9  8 0  4 0 8  4 6 6  2 1 0  2 4 5  4 4 8  
2 0 5 9  1 9 0 9  8 8  0 3 2 4 8 7  5 4 7  1 3 9 3 
2 9 3  5 8 4  9 4  8 4 6  9 9 3  2 0 2  l 3 3 7  
2 3 2  2 1 4  1 7 0  1 4 3 1 0  7 8 4 3 9 7  
1 1 8  8 2  1 6 5  4 2  1 0 0  2 5  2 7 3  
117  5 1  4 9  1 5  1 4 5  2 2 7  
3 9 6  17 4 2 5 4  9 8  1 0 6  7 7 7  
1 3 1  6 4  5 7  2 5  4 0  1 6 1  
4 3  4 6  1 5  2 1  5 4  1 3  
1 1 8  5 8 4  8 7  6 9 7  9 1  7 3 0 4 8  5 1 6  1 2  6 8 0  3 2  9 8 2  
4 7  1 1  3 2 2  2 3  1 
l
� I 2 9 3  7 4  8 4  1 1  5 1 0 0 3  2 3 8  12 3 3 8  1 9  4 6  2 8 4  4 7  4 4  6 1 3  1 3  4 0 9  3 3  3 7  1 3  4 2 
5 9  6 7  4 1  1 1  1 1  1 5  
2 2 9  1 7 2  1 0 2  2 3  3 12  
6 6 4  1 8 2  9 4  1 3  5 17  
7 1 1  2 1 2  1 0 4  2 1  1 9  4 0  
1 1 6  5 8 6  7 1 8  3 4 5  1 0 4  1 0 8  4 1  
7 3 3  7 7  3 3 7  3 7 5  1 80 7 5  3 5  
6 0 7  7 0 5  8 5  6 3 5  2 8 1  1 3 2  1 3 7  
1 2 6  2 2 9  4 9 6  4 4  0 7 8 9 3 4  
9 9  1 5 4  1 2 3  5 4  1 1  0 2 5  2 0 2  
6 9  6 7  1 7 9  4 4  9 7  2 4  3 4 8  
5 4  2 7  1 7 2  1 2  2 9  38  
3 1 7  1 7 0  2 1 0 35  67  4 4 3  
4 2 4 3  2 2  1 4  1 1  5 2  
1 5  2 3  5 1 6  34  8 
1 2 2  3 4 7  8 0  5 0 9  8 8  5 1 3  4 4  9 7 7  1 1  6 6 7  2 5  5 0 2  
WNB ENB 
2 9  4 9  
7 3  2 5 7  
1 2 3  4 2 3  
7 7  2 6 1  
1 3 3  1 4 2  
2 3 1 2 0 1 8  
4 1 9  8 4 4  
7 0 6  3 2 4  
1 5 3  8 8 9  
9 35 2 5 9 4  
2 3 0  1 4 0 5  
1 6 3 2 3 0 0 8  
3 1 8  8 5 2  
7 7  5 5 7  
1 4 8  1 1 9 0  
2 5  2 5 8  2 3 4 3 
1 7 9 7  4 3  9 5 6  
7 1  6 6 1  
1 1 0 8  
3 2  4 11 61 8 8 1  
1 7  1 7  
3 8  9 8  
4 9  2 2 9  
2 7  1 2 2  
5 9  6 1  
1 1  5 3  
3 2  7 4  
4 5 5  3 4  
3 9  8 8  
2 7 0  3 1 6  
2 0  1 6 5  
9 57 6 7 0  
6 4  5 8  
3 0  2 8 6  
1 2 8  7 5 7  
2 4  9 4 2  1 0 3 9 
1 1 7 7  4 1  8 7 0  
4 4  3 5 3  
4 7 0  
2 8  3 6 3  4 6  3 6 0  
N . S o l s  
5 9  
3 1 9  
5 6 2  
1 7 1  
1 1 0  
7 7 6  
1 0 1 5  
1 1 8 9  
7 6 0  
1 3 4 5  
6 0 0  
1 1 3 5  
5 6 1  
1 3 9  
1 3 4  
1 6 0  
8 1 2  
4 1  4 34 
14 7 
5 1  4 2 8  
4 
2 6  
1 0 1  
3 0  
2 0  
3 
12  
28  
34  
5 9  
5 8  
7 9  
4 0  
4 8  
6 9  
3 1  
1 3 5  
3 8  0 7 3  
1 0 0  
3 8  9 5 () 
TOTAL 
37 3 5 0  
3 6  0 0 7  
7 5  5 2 1  
5 9  1 6 6  
3 5  4 2 6  
1 0 2  3 9 0  
1 7 5  5 9 6  
9 3  4 7 1  
1 2 0  5 8 4  
1 2 0  1 2 9  
8 8  8 6 0  
1 0 1  7 6 0  
5 2  8 3 3 
1 3  2 9 4  
2 7  8 2 6  
2 8  7 3 5  
4 9  6 1 1  
4 3  2 0 5  
8 6 3  
1 2 6 2  8 6 3  
3 5  6 2 3  
3 3  0 5 9  
7 2  3 0 9  
5 3  8 7 4  
31  9 4 7  
9 8  2 7 6  
1 5 8  6 5 7  
8 5  8 0 6  
1 1 7  5 7 6  
1 2 1  3 0 1  
8 0  1 6 7  
8 9  7 1 2 
4 5  3 3 3  
12  2 9 6  
26  0 3 9 
26 4 4 1  
4 5  1 0 3  
3 8  8 2 3  
4 8 3  
1 1 7 2  8 1 5  
Ul 
0 
� 
P ROVINCIAL TOWNS P rovince of B ir th by Sex , 1 9 7 1  
B i rthp l ac e  
D a r u  
MALES No . % 
W e s te rn 2 5 2 6  8 6 . 3 
Gul f 8 4  2 . 9  
Central 1 6 9  5 . 8  
Mi lne B ay 3 4  1 .  2 
Northern 3 0  1 .  0 
S H i g h l ands 8 0 . 3 
W H i g h l ands 5 0 . 2  
S imb u - -
E H i gh lan d s  3 0 . 1  
Mo robe 2 4  0 . 8 
Madan g 1 1  0 . 4 
E S ep i k  1 0  0 . 3 
W S e pi k  - -
Manus 4 0 . 1  
N I re l and - -
W N ew B r i t  1 o . o  
E N ew B r i t  9 0 . 3  
N S o lomons 4 0 . 1 
2 9 2 2  
FEMALES 
Western 2 3 3 9  9 0 . 5 
Gul f 4 6  1 .  8 
Centr a l  1 2 2  4 . 7  
Milne B ay 1 2  0 . 5 
North ern 2 8  1 . 1  
S H ig h l ands 1 1  0 . 4  
W Hi gh l an ds 1 o . o 
S imb u - -
E H i gh l an d s  - -
Mo robe 6 0 . 2  
Madan g 8 0 . 3 
E S e p i k  2 0 . 1  
W S ep i k  1 o . o  
Manus 3 0 . 1 
N I re l and - -
W New B r i t  1 o . o 
E New B r i t  4 0 . 2  
N S o lomo n s  1 o . o 
2 5 8 5  
Kerema 
No . % 
3 3  2 . 4  
1 1 6 6  8 3 . 3 
8 8  6 . 3 
1 7  1 .  2 
1 9  1 .  4 
1 3  0 . 9 
8 0 . 6 
8 0 . 6 
1 0 . 1  
9 0 . 6 
4 0 . 3 
9 0 . 6 
3 0 . 2 
- -
- -
1 0 . 1  
1 2  0 . 9  
5 0 . 4  
1 3 9 6  
1 5  1 .  3 
9 9 0  8 6 . 2 
6 5  5 . 7 
1 0  0 . 9  
1 1  1 .  0 
3 0 . 3  
8 0 . 7  
4 0 . 3 
1 0 . 1  
1 0 . 1  
6 0 . 5  
9 0 . 8 
- -
1 0 . 1 
- -
2 0 . 2 
1 5  1 .  3 
5 0 . 4  
1 1 4 6  
Port 
Mor e sby 
No . 
1 1 6 8  
4 9 2 9  
1 8  5 5 3  
1 4 7 5  
1 0 2 2  
4 9 5  
5 6 9  
1 3 3 4  
2 0 2 8  
2 4 7 6  
4 6 4  
4 3 1  
1 5 6  
2 2 1  
2 2 8  
1 5 4  
4 7 7  
2 6 0  
3 6  4 4 0  
7 5 2  
3 5 2 7  
1 4  9 3 7 
7 4 1  
4 5 0  
9 8  
8 8  
2 2 5  
3 5 6  
8 6 9  
1 2 7  
1 3 7  
3 9  
9 9  
1 0 7  
2 8  
2 6 8  
6 7  
2 2  9 1 5  
% 
3 . 2 
1 3 .  5 
5 0 . 9  
4 . 0 
2 . 8  
1 .  4 
1 .  6 
3 . 7 
5 . 6  
6 . 8 
1 .  3 
1 .  2 
0 . 4  
0 . 6 
0 . 6  
0 . 4  
1 .  3 
0 . 7  
3 . 3 
1 5 . 4  
6 5 . 2 
3 . 2  
2 . 0  
0 . 4  
0 . 4 
1 .  0 
1 .  6 
3 .  8 
0 . 6 
0 . 6 
0 . 2  
0 . 4  
0 . 5  
0 . 1 
1 .  2 
0 . 3  
Town o f  Res idence 
Alotau P oponde t t a  
No . % No . % 
1 1  0 . 8  1 9  0 . 8  
2 6  1 .  8 6 4  2 . 6  
1 2 0  8 . 3 1 6 3 6 . 7  
1 1 1 1  7 6 . 7  2 1 3  8 . 7  
7 6  5 . 2  1 4 9 4  6 1 . 1  
2 0 . 1 1 7  0 . 7  
1 3  0 . 9  2 1  0 . 9  
2 0 . 1  7 4  3 . 0  
5 0 . 3 6 8  2 . 8  
3 3  2 . 3 1 8 9  7 . 7  
1 0  0 . 7 3 6  1 .  5 
9 0 . 6 2 0  0 . 8 
2 0 . 1 2 0 . 1  
4 0 . 3 1 8  0 . 7  
3 0 . 2  9 0 . 4  
4 0 . 3 4 0 . 2 
1 0  0 . 7 1 9  0 . 8  
1 o . o 1 6  0 . 7  
1 4 4 2  2 4 4 6  
9 1 .  0 1 5  0 . 9 
1 9  2 . 2  3 4  2 . 0  
7 6  8 . 8 1 0 4  6 . 3 
6 8 6  7 9 . 3  9 6  5 . 8 
2 7  3 . 1  1 2 7 8  7 7 . 0  
3 0 . 3 7 0 . 4  
1 1  1 .  3 7 0 . 4  
1 0 . 1 1 7  1 .  0 
5 0 . 6 1 9  1 . 1 
8 0 . 9  3 5  2 . 1  
6 0 . 7 2 0  1 .  2 
1 0 . 1  9 0 . 5  
- - - -
3 0 . 3  2 0 . 1 
- - 3 0 . 2  
- - 1 0 . 0  
5 0 . 6  9 0 . 5  
2 0 . 2  4 0 . 2 
8 6 2  1 6 6 0  
S o urce : N ational Pop u l a t ion Census , 1 9 7 1 :  speci a l  t ab u l a t i on s , ANU . 
Mend i  !--�ount Hagen 
No . % No . % 
1 3  0 . 9  1 4  0 . 3  
4 5  3 . 2  1 0 8  2 . 0  
5 4  3 . 8  1 2 0  2 . 2  
1 4  1 .  0 6 8  1 .  3 
1 7  1 .  2 5 2  1 .  0 
9 6 3  6 8 . 2  2 0 1  3 . 7  
7 4  5 . 2  3 3 6 8  6 2 . 7  
3 6  2 . 6  3 7 5  7 . 0  
3 7  2 . 6  2 6 2  4 . 9  
6 7  4 . 7  2 5 7  4 . 8  
2 4  1 .  7 3 0 6  5 . 7 
2 4  1 .  7 1 0 0  1 .  9 
2 0 . 1  8 0 . 1  
6 0 . 4  3 9  0 . 7  
3 0 . 2  1 5  0 . 3  
4 0 . 3  2 o . o  
1 7  1 .  2 5 1  1 .  0 
7 0 . 5  1 9  0 . 4  
1 4 0 7 5 3 6 5  
5 0 . 6  7 0 . 2  
1 4  1 .  8 2 6  0 . 7  
3 9  4 . 9  6 3  1 .  6 
1 0  1 .  3 3 2  0 . 8  
1 0  1 .  3 2 3  0 . 6  
5 4 1  6 7 . 8  9 1  2 . 3  
5 1  6 . 4  2 9 0 4  7 5 . 0  
2 5  3 . 1  2 8 7  7 . 4 
2 5  3 . 1  1 5 9  4 . 1  
4 2  5 . 3  8 7  2 . 2  I 8 1 .  0 1 2 0  3 . 1  
1 3  1 .  6 2 6  0 . 7  
1 0 . 1  3 0 . 1  
- - 1 6  0 . 4  
3 0 . 4 7 0 . 2  
2 0 . 3 - -
5 0 . 6  1 6  0 . 4  
2 0 . 3  5 0 . 1  
7 9 6  3 8 7 2  
TABLE C 
K un d i awa 
No . % 
8 0 . 6  
1 6  1 .  3 
3 0  2 . 4  
2 6  2 . 1  
1 4  1 . 1  
1 2  1 .  0 
2 8  2 . 3  
7 8 3  6 3 . 1  
1 1 1  9 . 0  
7 4  6 . 0  
5 1  4 . 1  
2 5  2 . 0  
6 0 . 5  
1 2  1 .  0 
4 0 . 3  
3 0 . 2  
2 7  2 . 2  
6 0 . 5  
1 2 3 6 
5 0 . 6  
1 1  1 .  3 
3 1  3 . 5  
1 2  1 .  4 
1 0  1 . 1  
1 0  1 . 1  
1 7  1 . 9  
6 3 7 7 2 . 6 
5 7  6 . 5  
2 8  3 . 2 
1 8  2 . 1  
1 1  1 .  3 
7 0 . 8  
5 0 . 6  
2 0 . 2  
2 0 . 2  
8 0 . 9  
3 0 . 3 
8 7 4  
Ul 
0 
Ul 
B ir th p l a ce 
MALE S 
We s te rn 
Gu l f  
C e n t r a l  
Mi l ne B a y  
Northern 
S H i gh l a n d s  
W H ig h l a n d s  
S imbu 
E H ig h l ands 
Moro be 
Ma dang 
E S e p ik 
W S ep ik 
Manu s 
N I re l an d  
W N ew B r i t  
E N ew B r i t  
N S o l omon s  
FE MALE S 
We s te rn 
Gu l f  
Ce nt r a l  
Mi lne B a y  
Northern 
S H ig h l a n d s  
W H ig h l a n d s  
S irnbu 
E H i g h l an d s  
Mo robe 
Madang 
E Se p ik 
W S e p ik 
Manus 
N I r e l and 
W N ew B r it 
E N e w  B r i t  
N S o l omons 
P ROVINC IAL TOWNS P rovince of B i r th by S e x , 1 9 7 1  ( cont . )  
Town o f  r e s id ence 
Goroka Lae Madang Wewak Van irno Lorengau 
N o .  % N o .  % No . % No . % N o . % N o . % 
3 8  0 . 6  6 5  0 . 3 1 1  0 . 1  1 7  0 . 2  2 0 . 2  1 0 . 0  
9 4  1 .  5 4 1 6  2 . 1  1 0 5  1 . 1  1 2 0  1 .  5 2 1  1 .  9 1 9  0 . 8  
1 9 0  3 . 0 8 3 3  4 . 2  1 8 9  2 . 1  1 3 6  1 .  7 3 7  3 . 3  3 3  1 .  4 
1 1 9  1 .  9 5 2 9  2 . 6  1 2 5  1 .  4 6 0  0 . 8  1 6  1 .  4 3 1  1 .  3 
8 9  1 .  4 6 1 0  3 . 0 8 8  1 .  0 7 1  0 . 9  1 4  1 .  3 8 0 . 3 
4 8  0 . 8  4 7  0 . 2  1 7  0 . 2  5 1  0 . 7 5 0 . 5 3 0 . 1  
1 2 3 2 . 0  2 7 4  1 .  4 1 1 6  1 .  3 1 3 9  1 .  8 9 0 . 8 6 0 . 3 
7 8 8  1 2 . 6  9 3 9 4 . 6  1 1 0  1 .  2 7 0  0 . 9 1 0  0 . 9  3 0 . 1  
3 7 2 9  5 9 . 5  1 0 4 1  5 . 1  1 8 1  1 .  9 7 5  1 .  0 7 o .  6 7 0 . 3 
3 1 8  5 . 1  1 2  2 6 5  6 0 . 6 9 2 8  1 0 . 1  1 3 4  1 .  7 3 8  3 . 4  2 0 6 8 . 9  
2 9 0  4 . 6  1 0 4 2  5 . 2  5 4 0 9  5 9 . 0  1 9 7  2 . 5  .. 4 0  3 . 6 4 9  2 . 1  
1 5 3  2 . 4  1 2 6 2  6 . 2  1 2 8 1  1 4 . 0  5 7 3 3  7 3 . 6  1 0 5  9 . 5  2 5 8  1 1 . 2 
3 9  0 . 6  1 6 2  0 . 8  2 5 4  2 . 8  6 2 8  8 . 1  7 3 5  6 6 . 4  4 2  1 .  8 
5 4  0 . 9  1 6 1  0 . 8  1 4 6  1 .  6 9 4  1 .  2 2 1  1 .  9 1 4 4 3  6 2 . 5  
3 0  0 . 5  9 5  0 . 5  4 9  0 . 5  4 8  0 . 6 9 0 . 8  3 1  1 .  3 
3 1  0 . 5  8 4  0 . 4  2 7  0 . 3  4 0  0 . 5  7 0 . 6  8 0  3 . 5 
8 7  1 .  4 2 7 6  1 .  4 9 4  1 .  0 1 3 6  1 .  7 2 3  2 . 1  5 8  2 . 5  
4 9  0 . 8  1 0 0  0 . 5 3 9  0 . 4  4 3  0 . 6 8 0 . 7  3 0  1 .  3 
6 2 6 9  2 0  2 0 1  9 1 6 9  7 7 9 2  1 1 0 7  2 3 0 8  
9 0 . 2  2 6  0 . 2 5 0 . 1  1 5  0 . 2  2 0 . 3  - -
4 4  1 .  0 2 4 8  2 . 1  6 0  1 . 1 7 5  1 .  2 3 0 . 5  5 0 . 3 
1 0 4  2 . 5  4 8 0  4 . 1 1 4 0 2 . 5  9 1  1 .  5 1 0  1 .  7 8 0 . 5 
5 2  1 .  2 2 3 1 2 . 0  3 7  0 . 7  3 0  o .  5 . 1 0 . 2  4 0 . 3  
3 1  o . 7  3 3 2  2 . 8  2 0  0 . 4  3 4  0 . 6 4 0 . 7  3 0 . 2  
1 6  0 . 4  2 1  0 . 2 7 0 . 1  2 8  o . s  1 0 . 2  8 0 . 5  
5 6  1 .  3 1 2 9 1 . 1 5 7  1 .  0 4 5  0 . 7  2 0 . 3  1 0 . 1  
6 2 1  1 4 . 7  4 8 9  4 . 1  7 8  1 .  4 4 4  0 . 7  1 0 . 2  5 0 . 3 
2 8 4 4  6 7 . 5 4 7 9  4 . 1 1 0 4  1 .  9 5 1  o .  8 1 0 . 2  5 0 . 3 
1 3 1  3 . 1  8 3 0 5  7 0 . 4  4 0 9  7 . 4  9 6  1 .  6 1 3  2 . 2  7 9  5 . 3 
1 2 2  2 . 9  3 1 9  2 . 7  3 7 4 8  6 8 . 2 1 1 1  1 .  8 8 1 .  3 3 2  2 . 1 
3 9  0 . 9 3 6 0  3 .  0 5 3 7 9 .  8 4 8 7 1  8 0 . 8 6 7  1 1 . 1 8 1  5 . 4 
1 2  o .  3 5 9  0 . 5  9 6  1 .  7 3 0 6  5 . 1  4 7 4  7 8 . 6  6 0 . 4  
4 4  1 .  0 6 0  0 . 5  6 7  1 .  2 7 1  1 .  2 1 0  1 .  7 1 2 0 4  8 0 . 8  
1 2  0 . 3 3 9  0 . 3  3 7  0 . 7  2 8  0 . 5  - - 1 3  0 . 9  
2 o . o  3 1  0 .  3 1 4  0 . 3  2 0  0 . 3  - - 5 0 . 3  
6 1  1 .  4 1 6 1  1 .  4 5 3  1 .  0 9 0  1 .  5 4 0 . 7  2 6  1 .  7 
1 2  0 . 3  3 4  0 . 3  2 4  0 . 4 2 1  0 . 3  2 0 . 3  6 0 . 4  
4 2 1 2  1 1  8 0 3  . 5 4 9 3  6 0 2 7  6 0 3  1 4 9 1  
Kavie n g  Kimbe · 
No . % N o .  % 
1 o . o  6 0 . 8  
1 6  0 . 9  1 1  1 .  4 
2 5  1 .  5 5 3  6 . 9  
1 1  0 . 6 9 1 . 2  
2 0 . 1  4 3  5 . 6  
3 0 . 2  3 0 . 4  
9 0 . 5 7 0 . 9  
3 0  1 .  8 3 0 . 4  
2 3  1 .  3 1 4  1 .  8 
9 3  5 . 4 1 0 9  1 4 . 3  
6 7  3 . 9 2 6  3 . 4  
1 8 7  1 0 . 9  4 7  6 . 2  
7 7  4 . 5  1 2  1 .  6 
9 6  5 . 6  1 6  2 . 1  
8 6 7  5 0 . 8  2 4  3 . 1  
3 0  1 .  8 2 7 1  3 5 . 5  
1 4 0  8 . 2  9 3  1 2 . 2  
2 7  1 .  6 1 1  1 . 5  
1 7 0 4  7 5 8  
- - - -
1 0  0 . 9 4 1 .  7 
1 7  1 .  6 1 1  4 . 6  
2 0 . 2  2 0 . 8  
- - 2 5  1 0 . 4  
3 0 . 3 - -
6 0 . 6  - -
2 0 . 2  2 0 . 8  
8 0 . 7  4 1 .  7 
2 7  2 . 5  1 0  4 . 2  
7 0 . 6  5 2 . 1  
2 8  2 . 6 - -
8 0 . 7  1 0 . 4  
3 6  3 . 3 7 2 . 9  
8 0 8  7 4 . 7 1 2  5 . 0 
6 0 . 6  1 0 1  4 2 . 1  
9 9  9 . 1  4 0  1 6 . 7  
1 2  1 . 1  1 5  6 . 2  
1 0 7 9  2 3 9  
TABLE C 
( c o n t . )  
Arawa/ 
Rab a u l  P an gun a /  
Ki e t a  
No . % No . % 
2 0 0 . 2  5 9  0 . 7  
1 1 4  0 . 9  2 5 3  3 . 2  
1 9 8  1 .  5 5 0 8  6 . 4  
1 6 5  1 .  3 1 0 3  1 .  3 
6 5  0 . 5  1 0 0  1 .  3 
1 8 4  1 .  4 2 4 0  3 . 0  
7 3  0 . 6  8 1 8  1 0 . 3  
6 6  0 . 5  2 9 8  3 . 7  
1 6 7  1 .  3 1 6 8  2 . 1  
7 4 5  5 . 7  9 0 7  1 1 .  4 
3 7 6  2 . 9  1 9 2  2 . 4  
1 1 6 1  8 . 9  5 1 6  6 . 5  
1 9 0  1 . 5  6 1  0 . 8  
3 0 8  2 . 4  1 0 5 1 .  3 
6 6 7  5 . 1  1 0 0  1 .  3 
6 8 1  5 . 2  1 5 5  1 .  9 
7 5 5 8  5 7 . 8  6 2 7  7 . 9  
3 3 6  2 . 6  2 7 7 6  3 4 . 8  
1 3  0 7 4  7 9 8 6  
5 0 . 0  2 0 . 2  
7 4  0 . 8  8 0 . 8  
1 2 1 1 .  3 5 6  5 . 9  
8 1  0 . 9  1 0  1 . 0  
4 1  0 . 4  1 6  1 .  7 
8 0 . 1  1 0 . 1  
1 1  0 . 1  1 0  1 .  0 
1 4  0 . 2  9 0 . 9  
1 8  0 . 2  8 0 . 8  
1 8 4  2 . 0  3 4  3 . 6 
6 3  0 . 7  7 0 . 7  
3 4 1  3 . 7  1 5  1 .  6 
1 8  0 . 2  3 0 : 3  
1 4 4  1 .  6 2 4  2 . 5  
3 6 6  4 . 0 1 9  2 . 0  
2 8 1  3 . 1  1 5  1 .  6 
7 2 6 9  7 9 . 2  4 8  5 . 0  
1 3 7  1 .  5 6 6 7  6 9 � 7 
9 1 7 6  9 5 2  
Ul 
0 
Ci'\ 
PROVINCIAL TOWNS : Migrant Popu l a tion Onl y  - Province of B irth by Sex , 1 9 7 1  ( % )  
MALES Daru Kerema Port Moresby A lotau Popondetta Mendi 
Western 4 9 .  4 5 .  0 4 . 7  1 .  0 1 .  5 1 .  5 
G u l f  1 0 .  6 6 4 . 5 1 9 .  8 2 . 3  5 . 1  5 . 2  
Central 2 1 .  3 1 3 .  4 2 6 . 8  1 0 .  6 1 3 .  0 6 . 3  
M i l n e  Bay 4 . 3  2 . 6  5 . 9 7 0 .  3 1 7 . 0  1 .  6 
Northern 3 .  8 2 .  9 4 . 1  6 .  7 2 4 .  0 2 . 0  
S H i g h l ands 1. 0 2 .  0 2 . 0  . o .  2 1. 4 4 7 .  8 
w H i gh land s  0 . 6 1 .  2 2 . 3  1 . 1  1 .  7 8 .  6 
S imbu - 1 .  2 5 . 4  0 . 2  5 . 9  4 .  2 
E H i g h l an d s  0 .  4 0 . 2  B . l  0 .  4 5 .  4 4 .  3 
Mo robe 3 . 0 1 .  4 9 . 9  2 .  9 1 5 . l 7 . 8 
1 .  4 0 . 6  1 .  9 0 .  9 2 . 9  2 . 8 
E 1 .  3 1 .  4 1 .  7 0 . 8 1 .  6 2 .  B 
w - o .  5 0 . 6 o .  2 0 . 2  0 . 2  
Manus 0 . 5  - 0 . 9  0 . 4  1 .  4 0 . 7  
N Ire l and - - 0 . 9 0 .  3 o. 7 0. 4 
W New B r i t  0 . 1  0 . 2  0 . 6  0 .  4 0 .  3 0. 5 
E New B r i t  1 . 1  1 .  8 1 .  9 0 .  9 1 .  5 2 .  0 
N So lomons 0. 5 o .  8 1 .  0 0 . 1  l .  3 0 .  8 
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 .  0 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 
FEM."\ LES 
Western 4 6 .  4 3 .  5 6 . 2  1 .  5 2 . 6  1 .  3 
G u l f  1 0 . 0 6 3 . 3 2 9 .  2 3 . 1  5 .  B 3 .  6 
Central 2 6 .  7 1 5 . l  3 3 .  9 1 2 .  4 1 7 .  8 9 .  9 
M i l n e  Bay 2. 6 2 . 3  6 . 1  7 0 . 8  1 6 .  4 2 .  5 
Northern 6 . 1  2 . 6  3 .  7 4 .  4 3 4 .  6 2 . 5  
S H i g h l ands 2. 4 o .  7 0 . 8  0 .  5 l .  2 3 4 .  8 
W H i g h l an d s  o .  2 1 .  9 o .  7 1 .  8 1 .  2 1 2 .  9 
S imbu - 0 . 9  1 .  9 o .  2 2 .  9 6 . 3  
E H i g h l an d s  - 0 . 2  3 .  0 0 . 8 3 .  3 6. 3 
Mo robe 1. 3 0 . 2  7 . 2  l .  3 6 . 0  1 0 . 7 
Madang 1. 8 l .  4 1 . 1 1 .  0 3 .  4 2 . 0  
E Sepik o .  4 2 . 1 1 . 1  0 . 2  1 .  5 3 . 3 
W Sepik 0 . 2  - 0 .  3 - - 0 . 3 
Manus o. 7 o .  2 0 .  B 0 . 5  0 . 3 -
N I re land - - o .  9 - 0 . 5 0 . 8  
W New Brit o. 2 o .  5 0 . 2 - 0 . 2  0 . 5  
E New B r i t  o .  9 3 .  5 2 .  2 0 .  8 1. 5 1 .  3 
N So lomons 0 . 2  1 .  2 0 . 6  0 . 3  0 . 7  0 . 5  
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  
Source : Nation a l  Populat ion Census , 1 9  7 1 :  speci a l  tabulations , ANU . 
A l l  Manus -born r e s idents d e f ined as non -m igrants 
I n c l ud e s  Arawa/Panguna 
Hagen 
o. 5 
4 . 0  
4 . 5  
2 . 5  
1 .  9 
7 .  5 
2 5 . l 
1 4 . 0 
9 .  8 
9 . 6  
1 1 .  5 
3. 7 
0. 3 
1 .  5 
0 .  6 
0 . 1 
1 .  9 
0 . 7  
1 0 0 . 0  
0 . 5  
1 .  9 
4 .  6 
2. 3 
l .  7 
6 . 6  
2 9 .  5 
2 0 . 9 
1 1 .  6 
6 .  3 
8 .  7 
1 .  9 
0 . 2 
1 .  2 
0 .  5 
-
l .  2 
0 .  4 
1 0 0 . 0  
Kundiawa 
1 .  2 
2 . 4  
4 .  4 
3 .  8 
2 . 1  
1 .  8 
4 . 1  
3 2 .  7 
1 6 . 3  
1 0 .  9 
7 . 5  
3 . 7  
0 . 9  
1 .  8 
0 . 6  
0 . 4  
4 . 0  
0 . 9  
1 0 0 . 0  
1 .  4 
3 . 0  
B .  6 
3 .  3 
2 . 8 
2 .  8 
4 . 7  
2 
8 
7 .  8 
5 . 0  
3 . 0  
1 .  9 
1 .  4 
0 . 6  
0 . 6  
2 . 2  
0 . 8  
1 0 0 . 0  
TABLE D 
Goroka Lae Madan g Wewak Vanimo Lorengaul 
1 . 1  0 .  5 0 . 2  0 . 4  o .  3 0 . 1  
2 . 6  3 . 1  1 .  9 3 . 0  3 .  0 2 . 2  
3 . 1  6 .  3 3 .  4 0 . 9  5 .  3 3 . 8  
3 .  3 4 .  0 2 . 3  1 .  5 2 . 3  3 .  6 
2 .  5 4 .  6 1 .  6 1 .  8 2 . 0  0 . 9  
1 .  3 0 .  4 0 . 3  1 .  3 0 . 7  0 . 3 
3 .  4 2 . 1  2 . 1  3 .  5 1 .  3 0 . 7  
2 2  . 1  7 . 1  2 .  0 1 .  B 1 .  4 0 .  3 
2 8 .  8 7 .  9 3 . 1  1 .  9 1 .  0 0 .  8 
8 . 9  3 9 . 8 1 6 . 8 3. 4 5 .  4 2 3 . 8 
8 . 1  7 .  9 3 1 .  9 4 .  9 5 .  7 5 .  7 
4 .  3 9 .  5 2 1 .  9 4 8 .  5 1 5 . 0  2 9 . 8 
1 . 1 1 .  2 4 .  6 1 5 . 7  4 6 . 9  4 , 9  
1 .  5 1 .  2 2 .  6 2 .  4 3. 0 n . a . 
0 . 8 0 . 7  o .  9 1 .  2 1 .  3 3 . 6 
0 .  9 0 . 6  o .  5 1 .  0 1 .  0 9 . 2  
2 . 4  2 . 1  1 .  7 3 .  4 3. 3 6 .  7 
1 . 4  0 . 8  o .  7 l .  l 1 . 1  3 . 5 
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  
0 . 5  0 .  4 0 .  2 0 . 6 0 . 7  -
2 .  6 3 .  9 2 .  3 2 .  9 1 .  0 l .  7 
6 .  0 7 . 6  5 . 3  1 .  0 3 .  3 2 . 8  
3 .  0 3 .  6 1 .  4 1 . 1  o .  3 1 .  4 
l .  8 5 . 2  a . a  l .  3 l .  3 l .  0 
0 . 9  0 . 3  0 . 3  1 . 1 0 . 3 2 .  8 
3 .  3 2 . 0  2 . 1  1 .  7 0 . 7  0 . 3  
3 6 . 0 7 . 7  2 . 9  l .  7 0 . 3 1 .  7 
2 0 .  5 7 .  5 3 .  9 2 . 0  o .  3 . 1 .  7 
7. 6 4 4 .  9 1 5 . 4  3 .  7 4 .  3 2 7 .  4 
7 . 1  5 . 0  3 4 . 0 4 . 2  2 . 6  1 1 . 1 
2 . 3  5 . 7  2 0 . 2 5 5 . 6 2 2 .  2 2 8 .  1 
0 . 7  0 . 9  3 .  6 1 1 .  7 5 7 .  3 2 . 1  
2 . 6  0 . 9  2 . 5  2 . 7  3 .  3 n . a .  
a .  7 0 .  6 l .  4 1 . 1 - 4 .  5 
0 . 1  0 . 5  0 . 5  0 . 8 - 1 .  7 
3 .  5 2 . 5  2 . 0  3 .  4 1 .  3 9 . 0  
o .  7 0 . 5  0 . 9  0 . 8  0 . 7  2 . 1  
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 .  0 1 0 0 . 0  
Kavieng Kimbe 
0 . 1  1 .  0 
1 .  7 1 .  9 
2 .  7 9 . 0  
1 .  2 1 .  5 
0 . 2  7 . 3  
0 .  3 0 . 5  
1 .  0 1 .  2 
3 . 3 0 . 5 
2 .  5 2 .  4 
10 . 1  1 8 .  6 
7 .  3 4 .  4 
2 0 . 3  8 .  0 
B .  4 2 .  0 
1 0 .  4 2 . 7  
8 . 5  4 . 1  
3 . 3 1 6 . 2 
1 5 .  2 1 5 . 8  
2 .  9 -
1 0 0 .  0 1 0 0 . 0  
- -
3 . 1 2 . 6  
5 . 3  7 . 2  
0 . 6  1 .  3 
- 1 6 . 3 
0 . 9  -
1 .  9 
0 . 6  1 .  3 
2 .  5 2 .  6 
8 . 5  6 .  5 
2 . 2  3 .  3 
8 .  8 -
2 . 5  o .  7 
1 1 .  3 4 .  6 
14 . 1  7 .  8 
1. 9 9 .  2 
3 1 .  0 2 6 . l 
3 .  8 9 .  8 
1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0  
Rabaul 
0 . 3  
1 .  6 
2 . 7  
2 .  3 
0 . 9  
2 . 5  
1 .  0 
0 . 9 
2 . 3  
1 0 .  2 
5 . 1  
1 5 . 9 
2 .  6 
4 .  2 
9 . 1  
9 , 3 
2 4 . 7  
4 .  6 
1 0 0 . 0 
0 . 2  
2 . 5  
4 . 0  
2 . 7  
1 .  4 
0 . 3  
0 . 4  
0 . 5  
0 . 6  
6 . 1  
2 . 1  
1 1 .  4 
0 . 6  
4 .  8 
1 2 .  2 
9 .  4 
3 6 . 3 
4 .  6 
1 0 0 . 0 
K i e  ta· 
0 . 8  
3 .  6 
7 . 2  
1 .  5 
1 .  4 
4 
6 
4 . 2  
2 .  4 
1 2 . 8 
2 . 7  
7 . 3  
o .  9 
1 .  5 
1 .  4 
2 . 2  
8 .  8 
2 6 .  6 
1 0 0 . 0  
o .  4 
l .  7 
1 2 . 2  
2 . 2  
3 .  5 
0 . 2  
2 .  3 
2 .  0 
l .  7 
7 .  4 
l .  5 
3 .  3 
0 . 7  
5 . 2  
4 . 1  
3 .  3 
1 0 . 4  
3 7 .  0 
1 0 0 . 0  
Ul 
0 
...-.] 
OUTMI G RAN T S  F ROM S IMBU , 1 9 7 1  P rovi n c e  o f  Re s idence by S e c t o r  b y  S e x  
Ma l e s  
P rovin ce Rura l Vi l l a g e  Rur a l  Non-Vi l l ag e  Urban Rura l V i l l a g e  
N o . % No . % No . % No . % 
Wes t e rn - - 4 6 6 . 7 2 3 3 . 3  - -
Gul f  - - 2 7  7 5 . 0  9 2 5 . 0  - -
Cen t r a l  3 0 . 2  4 0 7  2 2 . 7 1 3 8 3  7 7 . 1 - -
Mi lne B ay - - 9 8 1 . 8 2 1 8 . 2  - -
N o r th ern - - 5 4  4 1 . 5 7 6  5 8 . 5  - -
S H i gh 4 6  2 2 . 3  1 0 9  5 2 . 9 5 1  2 4 . 8  4 2  2 9 . 4  
W H i gh 1 2 4 9  2 3 . 6 3 2 7 7  6 1 . 9  7 6 5  1 4 . 5  1 6 8 9  5 0 . 5  
E H i gh 6 4  2 . 2 2 0 6 5  6 9 . 4  8 4 6  2 8 . 4  7 4 2  3 5 . 8  
Mo robe 1 9  1 . 2 4 9 3  3 1 . 2 1 0 6 7  6 7 . 6 1 0  1 . 5 
Madang 3 1  8 . 4 2 2 4 6 0 . 7  1 1 4  3 0 . 9  4 5  2 4 . 7  
E S ep i k  . 2 3  2 1 .  7 9 8 . 5 7 4  6 9 . 8  3 1  3 4 . 4  
w· S ep i k  - - 9 4 2 . 9 1 2  5 7 . 1 - -
Man us - - 2 4 0 . 0 3 6 0 . 0  - -
N I r e l and 3 8  9 . 3  3 4 2  8 3 . 4 3 0  7 . 3  8 4 4 . 4 
W N ew B r i t  - - 7 0 2  9 9 . 6 3 0 . 4 - -
E N ew B r i t  - - 2 5 7  7 9 . 6  6 6  2 0 . 4  - -
N S o l omon s 1 7  1 .  4 8 5 2  7 1 . 7 3 2 0  2 6 . 9  - -
TOTAL 1 4 9 0  9 . 8  8 8 4 2  5 8 . 3 4 8 2 3  3 1 . 8 -, 2 5 6 7  3 4  .. 9 
S o ur c e : N at i on a l P opul ati on Cen s us , 1 9 7 1 :  s pe c i a l  t ab u lation s , ANU .  
Fema l e s  
Rura l  Non-Vi l l a g e  
No . % 
1 5 0 . 0 
5 5 0 . 0  
2 8  1 0 . l  
2 6 6 . 7 
3 1 4 . 3  
6 4  4 4 . 8  
1 1 7 2  3 5 . 0  
6 7 7  3 2 . 7  
1 2 0  1 8 . 2  
5 5  3 0 . 2  
3 3 . 3 
7 5 0 . 0  
- -
8 4 4 . 4  
4 5 3  9 9 . 6  
1 4  4 1 . 2 
1 4  5 0 . 0  
2 6 2 6  3 5 . 7  
TABLE E 
Urb an 
N o . % 
1 5 0 . 0 
5 5 0 . 0  
2 4 8  8 9 . 9  
1 3 3  .. 3 
1 8  8 5 . 7  
3 7  2 5 . 9  
4 8 2 1 4 . 4  
6 5 4  3 1 . 5  
5 3 1 8 0 . 3  
8 2  4 5 . l  
5 6  6 2 . 2  
7 5 0 . 0  
5 1 0 0 . 0  
2 1 1 . 2  
2 0 . 4  
2 0  5 8 . 8  
1 4  5 0 . 0  
2 1 6 5 2 9 . 4  
U1 
0 
co 
INMI GRAN T S  IN S IMBU ,  1 9 7 1  S e ctor o f  Re s i d e n c e  b y  S e x  
M a l e s 
P ro v i n c e  Rur a l  Vi l l ag e  Rur a l  Non- Vi l l a g e  Urban Rur a l V i l la g e  
N o . % No . % N o . % N o . % 
We s tern 2 6  6 8 . 4 4 1 0 . 5 8 2 1 . 1  9 5 2 . 9 
G u l f - - 1 9 4 8 . 7  2 0  5 1 .  3 1 4  3 5 . 9  
C en t r a l  4 5  3 7 . 2  3 6  2 9 . 8  4 0  3 3 . l 1 0  1 6 . 1  
Mi l n e  B ay 1 1  2 0 . 0 1 5  2 7 . 3 2 9  5 2 . 7  - -
N o r th e rn - - 3 1  6 7 . 4 1 5  3 2 . 6 1 1  3 2 . 4 
S H i gh 6 1 0 . 9 2 7  4 9 . 1  2 2  4 0 . 0  3 0  5 1 . 7 
W H i gh 1 6 8  5 1 .  5 1 0 2  3 1 .  3 5 6  1 7 . 1  2 6 1  7 3 . l  
E H i gh 1 3 0  2 7 . 5  2 0 7  4 3 . 9 1 3 5  2 8 . 6 1 4 3 4 7 . 8  
Mo rob e 2 9  1 2 . 9 8 6  3 8 . 2 1 1 0  4 8 . 9 2 7  2 4 . 5 
Madan g 1 9  1 1 . 9 6 7  4 1 . 9 7 4  4 6 . 2 3 6  3 7 . 5  
E S ep i k  - - 2 9  4 7 . 5 3 2  5 2 . 5  - -
W S ep i k  - - 8 5 0 . 0  8 5 0 . 0  - -
Man us - - 4 1 9 . 0  1 7  8 1 .  0 - -
N I r e land - - 1 2  6 6 . 7  6 3 3 . 3 - -
W N ew B r i t  5 2 2 . 7  9 4 0 . 9 8 3 6 . 4 - -
E N ew B r i t  8 1 0 . 4  3 8  4 9 . 4  3 1  4 0 . 3 - -
N S o l omon s 5 2 6 . 3  5 2 6 . 3 9 4 7 . 4 - -
TOTAL 4 5 2  2 5 . 5 6 9 9  3 9 . 5  6 2 0  3 5 . 0  5 4 1  4 5 . 1  
S o u r c e : N a t i ona l P opu l at i on C en s u s , 1 9 7 1 : s pe c i a l  t ab u l a t i on s , AN U .  
F ema l e s  
Rur a l  Non-V i l l ag e  
No . % 
3 1 7 . 6  
9 2 3 . l  
1 7  2 7 . 4  
8 3 3 . 3  
1 2  3 5 . 3  
1 5  2 5 . 9  
5 9  1 6 . 5  
8 7  2 9 . l  
4 2  3 8 . 2  
3 1  3 2 . 3  
1 3  5 2 . 0  
5 3 3 . 3 
1 1 1 . 1  
9 6 4 . 3  
3 3 7 . 5  
1 6  6 4 . 0  
1 1 4 . 3  
3 3 1  2 7 . 6  
TAB LE F 
Urb an 
N o . % 
5 2 9 . 4  
1 6  4 1 . 0 
3 5  5 6 . 5  
1 6  6 6 . 7  
1 1  3 2 . 4  
1 3  2 2 . 4  
3 7  1 0 . 4  
6 9  2 3 . l 
4 1  3 7 . 3  
2 9  3 0 . 2  
1 2  4 8 . 0  
1 0  6 6 . 7  
8 8 8 . 9 
5 3 5 . 7  
5 6 2 . 5  
9 3 6 . 0  
6 8 5 . 7  
3 2 7  2 7 . 3  
Ul 
a 
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S IMBU Educ ationa l Leve l by Province o f  Re s i dence by S ex - 1 9 7 1  - Al l S imbu-Born 
Male s Females  
Province None S t . 1- 3 S t . 4 - 6 Fm . I - I I I  Fm. IV+ None S t . 1- 3 S t .  4 - 6 
g,. 0 g,. 0 g,. 0 9-:: 0 % % g,. 0 g,. 0 
We s tern 6 0  .. 0 2 0 . 0 - 2 0 . 0  - 3 3 . 3 3 3  .. 3 -
Gul f 8 0 . 0  8 . 6  5 . 7 5 . 7  - 6 2 . 5  2 5 . 0  1 2 . 5  
Central 6 4 . 3  1 9 . 0  1 1 . 0 3 .. 7 2 . 1  7 5 . 0  1 5 . 9  7 . 6  
Mi lne B ay 4 0 . 0  4 0 . 0 1 0 . 0  1 0 . 0  - 3 3 . 3 3 3  .. 3 -
Northern 4 6 . 5  2 1 . 2 2 4 . 4  5 . 5  2 . 4  7 0  .. 0 2 5 . 0  5 . 0  
S H igh 2 6  .. 5 1 9 . 9  3 4 . 2  1 7 . 9  1 .  5 5 6 . 7  3 0 . 7  6 . 0 
W H i gh 7 4 . 2  1 6 . 2  8 . 2  1 . 1 0 . 3 8 8 . 0  7 . 4  3 . 6 
S imbu 8 4 . 7 1 1 . 4  3 . 4  0 . 4 o . o 9 4  .. 4 4 . 8  0 . 7 
E High 6 8 . 3  1 6 . 4  1 0  .. 6 3 .. 6 1 . 1  8 5 . l  1 0 . 2  3 . 3 
Moro be 6 1 .  5 1 8 . 4  1 3 . 2  5 . 2  1 .  6 7 1 .  2 1 8  .. 0 7 . 9  
Madang 5 1 . 0  2 5 . 1  1 2 . 8  9 .. 3 1 .  9 5 6  .. 6 1 6 . 8  9 . 8  
E Sepik 2 6 . 9  2 9 " 8 2 5  .. 0 1 6 . 3  1 .  9 7 1 .  6 1 1 . 4 1 5 . 9  
W Sepik 1 0 . 0  3 0 . 0  3 5 . 0  2 5 . 0 - 4 1 . 7 4 1 . 7  8 .. 3 
Manus 2 0 . 0  2 0 . 0  2 0 . 0  2 0  .. 0 2 0  .. 0 5 0 . 0  5 0 . 0  -
N Ire land 7 3 . 0 1 7 . 6  9 . 1 - 0 . 2  4 1 . 7 4 1 .  7 8 . 3 
W New Brit 6 8 . 0  2 2 . 5  8 . 8 0 . 7  - 8 2 . 6  1 3 . 4  4 . 0  
E New B r i t  6 5 . 2  2 1 . 7 9 . 0  2 . 5  1 . 6 6 4 . 5  1 9 . 4  1 6 . 1  
N S o lomons 7 5  .. 2 1 6 . 9  6 . 2  1 .  5 0 . 3 6 6 . 7  3 3  .. 3 -
TOTAL 8 2  .. 0 1 2 . 4  4 . 5 0 .. 8 0 . 2 9 3 . 4 5 . 3 1 .  0 
Outmigrant 6 8 . 2  1 7 . 7  1 0 . l  3 . 0  0 . 9  8 2 . 9  1 1 . 0 4 . 5  S imbu 
Sour ce : Nati onal Population Cens us , 1 9 7 1 : spec i a l  tabulation s ,  ANU . 
Fm . I - I I I  
g,. 0 
3 3 . 3 
-
1 . 1  
3 3 . 3  
-
o .. 7 
0 . 8  
0 .. 1 
1 . 1 
2 . 3  
1 5  .. 4 
1 . 1 
8 . 3 
-
8 . 3  
-
-
-
0 . 2  
1 .  3 
TABLE G 
Fm. I V+ 
% 
-
-
0 . 4  
-
-
6 . 0  
0 . 1  
0 .. 0 
0 . 3 
0 . 6 
1 .  4 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
o . o  
0 1• 4 
U1 
f---1 
0 
S IMBU Education a l  Level by Provin c e  o f  Birth by Sex - 1 9 7 1  - Al l Re s idents in S irnbu 
Male s  Femal e s  
P rovince None S t . 1- 3 S t .  4 - 6 Fm . I - I I I  Fm. IV+ . None St .. 1 - 3 S t . 4 - 6 Fm . I- I I I  
% % % % % % % % % 
Wes te rn 7 6  .. 3 1 0 . 5  7 . 9 2 .. 6 2 . 6  7 5 . 0 1 8 . 8  6 . 2  -
Gul f 1 6  .. 6 1 6 . 6  2 2 . 2  3 8 . 8  5 .. 6 4 7 . 2  1 9 . 4  3 3 . 3  -
Central 3 6 " 0 1 5 . 8  1 8 . 4  1 9 . 3  1 0 . 5  2 0 . 0  3 5 . 0  3 6 . 7  6 . 7  
Mi lne Bay 1 3 . 5 1 3 . 5  2 6 . 9  1 5 . 4  3 0 . 8  2 8 . 6  4 2 . 9  2 8 . 6  -
Northern - 1 4 . 0  3 9 . 5  3 7 . 2  9 . 3  5 5 . 9  1 1 . 8  2 9 . 4  2 .. 9 
S H i gh 4 0 . 4 2 3 . l  2 8  .. 8 5 . 8  1 . 9 8 3 . 9  7 . 1  8 . 9  -
W H igh 7 0 . 3 1 2 . 6  1 2 . 3  4 .. 1 0 . 6  9 1 .  3 5 .. 4 2 . 3  1 . 1  
S irnbu 8 4  .. 7 1 1 . 4 3 . 4 0 . 4 o . o  94 . 4 4 . 8 0 . 7 0 . 1  
E H i gh 5 0 . 3  2 6 . 3  1 7 . 4  5 . 1 0 . 8 7 8 . 7  1 4 . 9  5 . 4 L O  
Mo robe 2 2 . 8  3 1 .  7 3 5  .. 3 8 . 5 1 .  8 4 8 . 1  3 5 . 2  1 5 . 7  0 . 9  
Madang 3 3 . 1 3 6 . 3  2 3 . 6 6 . 4  0 . 6 6 8 . 4  1 2 . 6  1 6 . 8  2 . 1  
E S epik 2 4 . 6 2 4 . 6  2 6 . 3  1 4  .. 0 1 0  .. 5 5 6 . 5  2 1 . 7 1 7  .. 4 4 . 3  
W S epik 6 6 . 7  8 . 3 2 5 . 0  - - 5 5 . 6  2 2 . 2  2 2 . 2  -
Manus 8 . 0 2 0  .. 0 3 6 . 0 1 6 . 0  2 0 . 0 2 0 . 0  2 0  .. 0 4 0 . 0  1 0 " 0 
N I r e land 1 2 . 5  12 . 5  2 5 . 0 5 0 . 0  - 8 .. 3 5 0 . 0  2 5 . 0  1 6 . 7  
W New B r it 1 0 . 0  1 0 . 0  2 0 . 0  5 5 . 0  5 . 0 3 7 . 5  2 5 . 0  2 5 . 0  1 2 . 5  
E New B r i t  1 3 . 2 9 . 2  3 6 . 8  3 6  .. 8 3 . 9  1 8  .. 2 1 3 . 6  2 7 . 3  3 6 . 4  
N S o lomon s 1 0 . 0  - 2 5 . 0 5 0 . 0  1 5 . 0  1 4 . 3  - 5 7 . 1 1 4 . 3  
TOTAL 4 0 . 9  2 1 . 7 2 2  .. 1 1 1 . 5 3 . 8 6 9 . 9  1 5 . 5  1 1 . 8 2 .. 5 ( e x .  S irnbu)  
S ource : Nat ional Population Cens us , 1 9 7 1 : spec i al tabulation s , ANU . 
TABLE H 
Fm . IV+ 
% 
-
-
1 .. 7 
-
-
-
-
0 . 0  
-
-
-
-
-
1 0  !' 0 
-
-
4 . 5  
1 4 . 3  
0 . 3 
I 
U1 
i--i 
i--i 
OUTMI GRAN TS F ROM NEW I RE LAND , 1 9 7 1  P r ovi n c e  o f  Re s i dence by S e c t o r  by S e x  
Mal e s  
P rovince Rur a l  V i l l a ge Rur a l  Non-Vi l l a g e  Urb an Rur a l  Vi l l a ge 
N o . % No . % N o .  % N o . % 
W e s t e rn - - 1 2  1 0 0 . 0 - - - -
Gu l f  1 1  7 3 . 3 4 2 6 . 7  - - - -
C e n t r a l  1 2  3 . 6 6 4  1 9 . 3  2 5 5  7 7 . 0 - -
Mi lne B ay - - 4 5 5 . 6 5 4 4 . 4  - -
N o r t h e rn - - 8 4 4 . 4  1 0  5 5 . 6 - -
S H i gh - - 1 2  8 0 . 0  3 2 0 . 0  - -
W H i gh 2 4  3 7 . 5 2 4  3 7 . 5  1 6  2 5 . 0 2 2  4 3 . l 
S irnb u  - - 1 2  6 6 . 7  6 3 3 . 3 - -
E H i gh 1 1  1 2 . 0 4 6  5 0 . 0 3 5  3 8 . 0  - -
Mo robe - - 1 7  1 4 . 3 1 0 2  8 5 . 7  2 1  3 0 . 4  
Madan g 9 1 1 . 0 2 0  2 4 . 4  5 3  6 4 . 6  1 8  2 6 . 5  
E S ep i k  9 4  5 7 . 0 1 8  1 0 . 9  5 3  3 2 . l 1 3 0  7 2 . 6  
W S e p ik 2 1  5 0  .. 0 1 0  2 3 . 8 1 1  2 6 . 2  3 9  9 0 . 7  
Man us 5 5  5 5 . 0 1 2  1 2 . 0  3 3  3 3 . 0 5 2  5 3 . 6  
W N ew B r i t  2 0  1 3 . 5  1 0 4  7 0 . 3  2 4  1 6 . 2 2 7  2 1 . 3 
E New B r i t  4 3  3 . 6 4 6 9 3 6 . 4 6 7 8  5 7 . 0 3 6  4 .  8 
N S o l omon s  - - 2 4  1 7 . 9  1 1 0  8 2 . 1  2 7  3 9 . 7  
TOTAL 3 0 0 1 1 . 8 8 6 0  3 3 . 7 1 3 9 4 5 4 . 6  3 7 2  2 2 . 0  
S o urc e : N a t i on a l  P op u l at i on Cen s u s , 1 9 7 1 :  s p ec ia l  tabul a t ion s , ANU . 
F ema l e s 
Rur a l  Non-Vi l lage 
No . % 
3 1 0 0 . 0  
1 1  9 1 .  7 
1 1  8 . 5  
9 7 5 . 0 
9 7 5 . 0  
8 7 2 . 7  
1 8  3 5 . 3  
9 6 4 . 3  
2 3  6 5 . 7  
8 1 1 . 6 
1 2  1 7 . 6  
1 5  8 . 4  
2 4 . 7  
3 2  3 3 . 0 
8 8  6 9 . 3  
3 1 8  4 2 . 0  
1 5  2 2 . 1  
5 9 1  3 5 . 0  
TAB LE I 
U r b an 
N o . % 
- -
1 8 . 3  
1 1 9  9 1 .  5 
3 2 5 . 0  
3 2 5 . 0  
3 2 7 . 3 
1 1  2 1 . 6 
5 3 5 . 7  
1 2  3 4 . 3  
4 0  5 8 . 0  
3 8  5 5 . 9  
3 4  1 9 . 0  
2 4 . 7  
1 3  1 3 . 4 
1 2  9 . 4 
4 0 3  5 3 . 2 
2 6  3 8 . 2  
7 2 5  4 3 . 0  
U1 
1--' 
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INMI G RAN T S  I N  N EW I RE LAND , 1 9 7 1  S ector o f  Re s id e n c e  b y  P rovince o f  B i rth by Sex 
Ma l e s  Fema l e s  
P rovince Rura l V i l l a ge Rura l Non-V i l l a ge Urban Rur a l  V i l la g e  Rur a l  N on -V i l l ag e  
N o . % N o . % N o . % N o . % No . % 
We s tern 1 5  7 8 . 9  3 1 5 . 8  1 5 . 3 7 8 7 . 5  1 1 2 . 5  
Gul f  7 1 3 . 0  3 1  5 7 . 4 1 6  2 9 . 6  - - 1 9 . 1 
C e n t r a l  - - 4 1  6 2 . 1 2 5  3 7 . 9  1 6  3 4 . 8  1 3  2 8 . 3  
Mi lne B ay 5 0  6 2 . 5 1 8  2 2 . 5  1 2  1 5 . 0  7 5 8 . 3  3 2 5 . 0  
N orthern - - - - 2 1 0 0 . 0 - - 2 1 0 0 . 0 
S H i gh 1 0  2 . 1 4 6 3  9 7 . 3  3 0 . 6 1 1  7 3 . 3 1 6 .. 7 
W H i gh 8 3 .. 1 2 4 0  9 3 .  4 9 3 . 5  - - 7 5 3 . 8 
S imb u 3 8  9 . 3 3 4 2  8 3 . 4 3 0  7 . 3 8 4 4 . 4  8 4 4 . 4  
E H i gh 4 0  5 . 7 6 3 4 9 1 .  0 2 3  3 . 3 2 5  6 7 . 6  7 1 8 . 9  
Mo rob e 2 0 8  2 3 . 2 5 9 3  6 6 . 3 9 4  1 0 . 5  9 1 7 . 3  1 6  3 0 . 8  
Madan g 5 4  1 2 . 0 3 2 5  7 2 . 9  6 7  1 5 . 0  1 6  4 5 . 7 1 2  3 4 . 2  
E S ep i k  4 3 5  3 1 . 2 7 7 0  5 5 . 3  1 8 8  1 3 . 5  5 2  3 8 . 0  5 6  4 0 . 9  
W S e p ik 2 1 6 1 6 . 2  1 0 4 3  7 8 . 1  7 7  5 . 8  1 5  4 4 . 1  1 1  3 2 . 4  
Man us 1 1 2 2 8 . 2 1 8 9  4 7 . 6  9 6  2 4 . 2  9 5  4 6 . 8  7 2  3 5 . 6  
W New B r it 1 1 7  4 9 . 2  9 0  3 7 . 8 3 1  1 3 . 0  - - 3 3  8 4 . 6  
E N ew B r i t  4 6 3  5 9 . 5  1 7 4  2 2 . 4  1 4 0 1 8 . 0  2 1 2  4 7 . 9  1 3 2 2 9 . 8  
N S o lomon s 9 2  5 7 . 5  4 1  2 5 . 6 2 7  1 6 . 9  2 6  4 9 . 1  1 5  2 8 . 3 
TOTAL 1 8 6 5  2 4 . 2  4 9 9 7  6 4 . 9  8 4 1  1 0 . 9  4 9 9  4 3 . 0  3 9 0  3 3 . 6 
S ource : N a t i on a l  P opu l at i on C e n s u s , 1 9 7 1 : Spe c i al t ab u l a t i on s , ANU . 
TABLE J 
Urban 
N o . % 
- -
1 0  9 0 . 9  
1 7  3 7 . 0  
2 1 6 . 7  
- -
3 2 0 . 0  
6 4 6 . 2  
2 1 1. . 2  
7 1 8 . 9  
2 7  5 1 . 9 
7 2 0 . 0  
2 9  2 1 . 2 
8 2 3 . 5 
3 6  1 7 . 7  
6 1 5 . 4  
9 9 2 2 . 3  
1 2 2 2 . 6  
2 7 1  2 3 . 3 
Ul 
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NEW IRELAND BORN E ducat ion a l  Leve l by Province o f  Re s i dence by S e x  - 1 9 7 1  
Males  Fema l e s  
Province None S t .  1- 3 S t .  4 - 6 Fm . I - I I I  Fm . IV+ None S t .. 1 - 3 S t . 4 - 6 
% % % % % % % % 
We stern 5 8 . 3 8 . 3 1 6 . 7  1 6 . 7  - 3 3  .. 3 3 3 . 3 3 3 . 3 
Gul f 6 .. 7 6 . 7 8 0 . 0 6 . 7 - 4 1 .  7 1 6 . 7  3 3 . 3  
Central 1 2 . 0  5 . 6  14 . 6  3 4 . 2  3 3 . 6 8 . 5 2 0 . 9  2 6 . 4  
Mi lne Bay - 1 1 . 1  3 3 . 3 5 5 . 6  - - 5 8 . 3 4 1 . 7 
No rthern 2 5 . 0 6 . 3 2 5 . 0 1 8 . 7 2 5  .. 0 2 7 . 3 1 8 . 2  2 7 " 3 
S H igh 2 1 . 4 1 4 . 3 3 5 . 7  2 8  .. 6 - 1 8 . 2  6 3 . 6 9 . 1  
W H i gh 1 1 . 3 5 1 . 6  1 2 . 9  1 7  .. 7 6 .. 5 1 8 . 0  5 4 . 0  1 0 . 0  
S imb u 1 2 . 5  1 2  .. 5 2 5 . 0  5 0  .. 0 - 8 . 3  5 0 . 0  2 5 . 0  
E H i gh 1 4 . 6  1 5 . 7  2 7 . 0  2 4 . 7  1 8 . 0  2 0 . 6  2 3  .. 5 2 9 . 4  
Mo robe 1 3 . 9 1 2 . 2  1 4 . 8 3 3 . 0 2 6 . 1 5 0 . 0  2 1 . 2 1 3 . 6  
Madang 1 0 . 5  4 . 7 3 8 . 4  3 3 . 7  1 2 . 8  3 1.. 3 2 9 . 9  2 0 . 9  
E S ep ik 5 9 . 5  8 . 6  1 9 . 6  1 0  .. 4 1 . 8 7 1 .  9 1 0 . 7  1 4 . 0  
W S ep ik 6 5 . 0  - 1 2 . 5  2 0 . 0  2 . 5 5 3 . 5  2 0 . 9  2 3  .. 2 
Manus 4 9 . 0  3 . 1 1 8 . 8 1 8 . 8  1 0 . 4 2 7 . 8 1 7 . 5  2 4 . 7  
N I re l and 4 8 . 2  3 0 . l  1 9 . 0  2 . 5 0 . 2 5 4 . 4  2 8 . 6  1 5 . 9  
W New B rit 2 6 . 0  1 3 . 0 3 4 . 4  2 5 . 2  1 .  5 2 6 . 6  4 4 . 5 2 2  .. 7 
E New Brit 2 8  .. 6 1 8 . 1  3 4 . 8  1 4 . 0  4 . 5  3 0 . 2  2 1 .  3 2 6 . 9  
N S o lomon s 6 . 3 3 . 3 1 2 . 7  7 4 . 3  3 . 3 1 0 . 4 4 1 .  8 4 7 " 8 
TOTAL 4 6 . 0  2 8 . 4  1 9 . 6  4 .. 9 1 . 1 5 3  .. 0 2 8 . 3 1 6 . 4  
Migrant 2 4 . 3 1 2 . 6  2 5 . 9 2 7 . 3  9 . 9  3 2 . 2  2 4 . 6 2 4 . 6  N I re land 
Source : Nation a l  Population Cen s us , 1 9 7 1 :  s pe c i a l  tabulation s , ANU .  
Fm . I - I I I  
% 
-
-
1 6 . 3  
-
1 8 . 2  
9 . 1 
1 4 . 0  
1 6  .. 7 
8 . 8  
9 " 1 
1 6 . 4  
2 . 8  
2 . 3  
2 8 . 9  
1 . 1  
4 . 7  
2 0 . 1  
-
1 . 9  
1 4 . 6  
TABLE K 
Fm . IV+ 
% 
-
8 . 3 
2 7 . 9  
-
9 . 1  
-
4 . 0  
-
1 7 . 6  
6 .. 1 
1 . 5 
0 . 6  
-
1 .  0 
0 . 1  
1 .  6 
1 .  5 
-
0 . 3 
3 . 9  
Ul 
1--' 
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NEW I RELAND Education a l  Leve l by Provin ce o f  B irth by Sex - 1 9 7 1  - All New I re l and Re s idents 
TABLE L 
Ma les 
Province None St .. 1- 3 St . 4 - 6 Fm . I - I I I  Fm . IV+ None S t . 1 - 3 
% % % % % % % 
We stern 3 6  .. 8 1 0 . 5  4 2 . l  1 0 . 5  - 8 7 . 5  -
Gul f 5 0  .. 0 1 7 " 3 1 7 . 3  1 1 . 5  3 .. 8 2 0  .. 0 3 0 . 0  
Centra l  2 2  .. 7 3 7  .. 9 1 0 . 6  1 8  .. 2 1 0  .. 6 4 6 . 7  3 1 . l 
Mi lne Bay 6 5 . 4  7 . 7 1 4 . 1  2 . 6  1 0  .. 3 - -
Northern - 5 0 . 0 - 5 0 . 0  - - -
S High 9 1 . 0 5 . 5 1 . 4 2 . 1  - 6 . 7  9 3 . 3 
W H i gh 8 6 . 7  1 0  .. 2 2 . 7  0 . 4  - 6 3 . 6  1 8 . 2  
S imbu 7 3 . 4 1 7 . 7  8 .. 6 - 0 . 2 2 9 . 4  5 8 . 8  
E H igh 8 0 . 5  1 4 . 1  5 . 0 0 . 3 0 . 1 2 3 . 7  6 3  .. 2 
Mo robe 6 6  .. 3 2 1 . 7 1 0  .. 6 0 . 9 0 . 4 4 2 . 0 4 0 . 0 
Madang 7 5  .. 1 1 9  .. 1 4 . 9 0 . 4  0 . 4  3 8 . 2  2 3 .  5 
E S ep ik 6 8 . 8  2 4 . 3  6 .. 2 o .. 3 0 . 4 5 1 . 1  1 6 . 1  
W S ep ik 7 0  .. 3 2 6 . 8  2 . 8  0 . 1  - 6 7 . 6  2 9 . 4  
Manus 1 7 " 0 1 2 . 7 4 7 . 6  2 0 . 3  2 . 5  1 3 . 5 3 0 . 0  
N I r e l and 4 8  .. 2 3 0  .. 1 1 9 . 0  2 . 5  0 . 2  5 4 . 4  2 8  .. 6 
W New Brit 4 4 . 2  3 5 . 4  1 8 . l  1 . 3 0 . 9 2 6 . 3  5 5 . 3  
E New B r i t  3 0 . 2  3 4 . 4  2 2 . 9  1 1 . 7  0 . 8 3 6 . 7  2 8 . 8  
N S olomons 5 5 . 0  1 9 . 4  1 3 . 8  1 0 . 6  1 .  3 3 2 . 0  3 6 . 0  
TOTAL 
( ex .  New 6 4 . 2  2 1 .  7 1 0 . 3  3 . 2 0 . 7 3 4 . 5  3 0  .. 9 
I r e l and)  
Source : Nation a l  Population Census , 1 9 7 1 : spe c i al tabulation s , ANU . 
Females 
S t . 4 - 6 Fro . I- I I I  Fm . IV+ 
% % % 
1 2 . 5  - -
4 0  .. 0 1 0 . 0  -
1 5 . 6  4 . 4  2 .. 2 
8 3 . 3 8 . 3 8 . 3  
- 5 0 . 0  5 0 . 0  
- - -
1 8 . 2  - -
5 . 9  5 " 9  -
1 3 . 2 - -
1 4 . 0  2 . 0  2 .. 0 
3 8 . 2  - -
2 9 . 9  2 .. 9 -
- 2 . 9  
3 5 . 5 2 0 . 5 0 . 5  
1 5  .. 9 1 . 1 0 . 1  
1 3  .. 2 5 . 3  -
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